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Statutory Authority
29 V.S.A. § 171 – 172

Responsibility for security

(a) The Commissioner of Buildings and General Services shall be responsible for ensuring the security of 
all State facilities, regardless of funding source for construction or renovation, the lands upon which 
those facilities are located, and the occupants of those facilities and places, except that:

(2) in those buildings which function exclusively as courthouses, security shall be under the 
jurisdiction of the Supreme Court;

(3) the space occupied by the Supreme Court shall be under the jurisdiction of the Supreme 
Court; and

(4) in the State House, security shall be under the jurisdiction of the Sergeant at Arms.

(b) The Commissioner of Buildings and General Services shall develop a security plan for each 
facility… and shall regularly update these plans as necessary and be responsible for coordinating 
responses to all security needs. The Supreme Court and the Sergeant at Arms shall, in cooperation 
with the Commissioner of Buildings and General Services, prepare and update such plans for the 
facilities under their respective jurisdictions.

(c) The Commissioner of Buildings and General Services may delegate the responsibility for 
security at specified facilities.



Office of Safety and Security

 Mission Statement
Our mission is to develop, coordinate, implement, and 
evaluate safety and security programs and related training 
in cooperation with all state organizations, in support of the 
State’s efforts to ensure and maintain a safe and secure 
environment for all employees and visitors.



Office of Safety and Security Overview

 Uniformed Services
 Emergency Procedure Planning
 Threat Mitigation
 Security Systems
 Environmental and Occupational Safety
 The Office is lead by Director Bill McSalis and have 

23 FTEs
 Funded through a mixture of Fee-for-Space and a 

line item in the Capital Bill for infrastructure



Uniformed Services

 Visitor screening and access control.
 Enforcement of Parking and Towing Policy.

 Patrolling Capitol Complex, Waterbury State Office 
Complex, and other nearby offices.

 Monitoring of events, particularly those on the 
Statehouse lawn, both in person and with security 
cameras.

 Response to security concerns and medical events.
 Provide escorts as requested.
 Contracted security at:

 Brattleboro, Burlington, Rutland, St Albans, 
Williston, as well as a new rover position for 
Hartford, Middlebury, and Springfield.



Emergency Procedure Planning
Develop, train, implement, drill, and evaluate EPP 
plans
 2007 State employees received EPP training: in person 972, in 

Tabletop exercises 409, and in MS Teams Meetings 625.

 Security Committee Meeting. This may be a small group or all 
employees.

 Review recent changes and reassignments. Update the 
EPP.

 Provide Training to EVERYONE.

 Evacuation drills.

 Radios, evacuation site, procedure, and communication 
issues are exposed.

 After Action Review

 CPR/AED, Stop the Bleed, De-escalation, Active Threat. 

 Reunification Plan

 Therapy Dogs 

 AED Deployment



Threat Mitigation
 Safety and Security Incident Report (SSIR)

  About 1,000 incidents annually
  About 70 threats annually

 Intelligence sharing
  Vermont Interagency Threat Assessment Team 

(VITAT)
  Capitol Complex Safety and Security Committee
  Vermont Intelligence Center
  Joint Safety and Health Committee

 Training
  De-escalation, Active Threat familiarization, and 

custom training
 Video review

  Law Enforcement and DHR assistance.



Security Systems
Badge readers, lockdown buttons, cameras, panic buttons, client service model, 
AiPhones, remote unlockers, intrusion alarms, and specialty equipment.



Environmental and Occupational Safety
 Environmental Safety

  Odd smells, mold, air and water testing

  Hazardous site testing and mitigation

 Occupational Safety 
  Safety Data Sheets

  VOSHA related concerns

  Accident investigation

 Continuity Of Operations Planning (COOP)

 State Emergency Operations Center

 Americans with Disability Act (ADA)

 UVM Public Health Interns



Administrative 
Functions
 5,000 access badges for BGS buildings 

annually
 Parking hangtags for Capitol Complex
 SOV-Alert emergency message 

dissemination
 24/7 Answering Service
 Site visits for moves and new construction
 Emergency Shelter preparation
 Coordination for contracted security
 Flood awareness
 Infants in the Workplace



SOV-ALERT
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