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VERMONT’S OUTDOOR RECREATION 
ECONOMY

• Business Relocating to VT 
• Business Creation
• Moving to VT
• Downtown Anchors
• Business Start Ups 
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OUTDOOR RECREATION’S ECONOMIC 
IMPACT

• 4.8% of Vermont GDP in 2023
• Increase despite devastating 

flooding
• Vermont is second in nation of % 

GDP from outdoor recreation
• Outdoor recreation accounts for 

16,283 jobs (4% increase from 
2022)
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VERMONT STATE LANDS
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STATEWIDE SUPPORT FOR OUTDOOR RECREATION
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Oakledge for All – Burlington Tucker Mountain - Newbury

OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT MAKING
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VOREC COMMUNITY GRANT PROGRAM

• Project Development
• Project Implementation
• Outdoor Equity
• Flood Recovery
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VOREC’s purpose is to stimulate a healthy outdoor recreation 
economy in Vermont that fosters partnerships and connections across 
people, environment, and economic development, so that all may 
thrive.
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CORE PARTNERS

• Forests Parks and Recreation
• Agency of Commerce and Community 

Development

Public

• Vermont Outdoor Business Alliance

Private

• Vermont Trails and Greenways Council

Nonprofit 
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STEERING COMMITTEE

Becca Washburn, Chair, Dept Forests Parks and Recreation

Heather Pelham, Vice Chair, Dept of Tourism and Marketing

Mike Debonis, Green Mountain Club

Frazier Blair, Orvis

Yva Rose, Lamoille Valley Bike Tours

Abby Long, Kingdom Trails and VT Trails & Greenways Council

Josh Ryan, Timber and Stone, LLC

Shelby Semmes, Trust for Public Land

Jeff Alexander, Vermont Adaptive

Drew Simmons, Pale Morning Media

Frank Stanley, VT Traditions Coalition

Karrie Thomas, Northern Forest Canoe Trail

Sarah Pelkey, Town of Poultney

Jackie Dagger, VOREC Program Manager



12

MOVE FORWARD TOGETHER VERMONT
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MOVE FORWARD TOGETHER VERMONT
Foster healthy and vibrant communities through 
outdoor recreation.



THANK YOU
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