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CODEX of Commercial Surveillance

Over 8,600+ companies  that collect who are
part of the consumer surveillance economy.
The largest and deepest dataset, categorized, tagged, and scored.



YOU GOV

BUSINESS BROKERS

Pre-Internet



How Do Brokers Get Data?
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Early-Internet
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Today
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A huge % of businesses across  
industries collects and sells data to 

supplement revenue.



A History of of Privacy & Tech



Are Brokers Regulated? Not Much.

Congress and the courts have made it very hard to make data brokers pay for 
their bad behavior. 

Congress
● Zero comprehensive Federal data privacy legislation 
● Resellers exemptions in FCRA
● Limitations in the coverage of HIPAA and GLBA
● COPPA "actual knowledge" loophole 
● A hole in DPPA that lets DMVs sell your data to brokers

States
* Exceptions for "publicly available data", "government data" in breach laws
* Zero enforcement of broker registration laws

Supreme Court
* Spokeo v Robins: fundamentally ignores easy data access = cyber crime
* Clapper v. Amnesty Intntl says future identity theft not a harm
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