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Good afternoon, my name is Kim Fitzgeral,d, and I am the CEO for Cathedrat Square' We

own, manage, and devetop affordabte housingwith services in chittenden, Franktin, and

Grand lste counties. we serve over 1,300 peopte, from infants to centenarians' Al'though

most of our residents are 55 and otder, we serve those with disabitities of at[ ages, young

famities continuing their education, and over 200 peopte who were formerty hometess' We

have residents whoworkfutttime, carefortheirgrandchitdren, and areactivecommunity

votunteers to more f rail, and vutnerabte residents in ourtwo assisted Living communities'

We ca nnot tha nk you enough for your generous Support of perma nentty afforda bte housing

in the past - and the $g.6M bump to VHCB funding for this current fiscat yea r in the Budget

Adjustment Act.

As you wetl know, the need f or housing - especia Lty aff orda bte housing is great' lt has ta ken

us 47 years to buitd 1 ,1 oo homes or apartments, and we could buil'd that tomorrow a nd not

meet the need on ourwaittisttodayt lt can take 3-5 years to get into a Cathedrat Square

community.

A property we are buil.ding in st. ALbans now, catted Reid commons, wi[[ have 33

apartments and we haven't even opened our waittist for it yet, and we atready have over

lB0peoptewantingtogetin-andthatnumberwitl.continuetogrowbeforeweopen later

this year.

when we open new age-specific housing, tike Reid commons, it is a win/win situation -the

residents are thritted to move into a community designed fortheir needs, that offers

services and supports, maintenance, and atl, util,ities inctuded in the rent. ln many cases, it

f rees up their singte-famity home where they raised their chitdren, some with 2'3' 4

bedrooms that ca n now be sotd to famiLies - the housing is buitt ready to go - no waiting'

ln ctosing, please supportthe Governor's recommendation of ful,t basefundingforVHCB

AND ptease understand we need $40M more to sotve the housing crisis' we've been at this

for atmost 50 years, and tike atl, the non-profit housers, we transform lives and create

communities forthe tongterm. Do not tet up on this criticaI funding now

Tha nk you !
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