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The Vermont 
Community Broadband 
Board (VCBB) was 
established by Act 71 
(2021), an act relating to 
accelerated community 
broadband deployment.
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Mission

It is the purpose of the VCBB and Vermont 
Community Broadband Fund to support policies 
and programs designed to accelerate community 
efforts that advance the State’s goal of achieving 
universal access to reliable, high-quality, 
affordable, and fixed broadband. 

The VCBB was created to coordinate, facilitate, 
support, and accelerate the development and 
implementation of universal community 
broadband solutions. 
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Executive 
Summary

Main 
Focus 
Areas

Capacity

Assist the Communications Union Districts (CUD) and qualifying internet service 
providers (ISP) to carry out the goals of Act 71, comply with federal grant 
requirements, and provide the necessary funds to create infrastructure to establish 
reliable and affordable internet access.

Performance

Further develop grant agreements and operating oversight to ensure ongoing financial 
success, including support and review of CUD and ISP business plans. The VCBB 
works with contractors to develop and implement a reporting platform or Dashboard
allowing Vermonters and stakeholders to access the status of the progress and 
address-level broadband availability.

Connections

Commit funds to enable the CUDs and ISPs to construct networks and connect 
addresses drawing from the VCBB expertise. The Board consists of individuals with a 
wide variety of knowledge and experience including former general managers of 
Vermont utilities and members of the Vermont legislature. 

Oversight and Support

Provide upfront and ongoing technical and financial assistance to the CUDs and ISPs 
to maximize successful projects.

https://explore-vcbb.hub.arcgis.com/
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2024 
Highlights
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Vermonters 
Benefit 
from 
Broadband

Public Safety

Climate

Health

Workforce

Economy

Education

Farming

Social Connections

Government and More…
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VCBB 
Act 71
Grant
Funding

Summary of ARPA-Funded Broadband Preconstruction 

Grants by ARPA Funding Source (State and Local Fiscal 
Recovery Funds) as of November 2024

Chittenden County CUD $300,000

NEKCV (CVFiber) $8,804,667

DVFiber $5,220,118

ECFiber $2,841,130

Lamoille FiberNet $2,991,536

Maple Broadband $4,983,367

NEKCV (NEK Broadband) $8,023,915

Northwest Fiberworx $3,558,933

Otter Creek $1,701,936

Southern Vermont CUD $220,000
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VCBB 
Act 71
Grant
Funding

Summary of ARPA-Funded Broadband Construction 

Grants (State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds or 
Capital Projects Fund) as of November 2024

Chittenden County $2,100,000

NEKCV (CVFiber) $15,063,118

DVFiber $22,175,666

ECFiber $13,878,764

Lamoille FiberNet $14,443,888

Maple Broadband $11,258,386

NEKCV (NEK Broadband) $43,973,775

Northwest Fiberworx $20,191,480

Otter Creek $8,564,566

Southern Vermont CUD $9,002,449

WCVT $18,194,256

NEKCV BEAD Match $20,999,474
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Progress toward meeting 
Vermont's goal of 100/100 Mbps 

broadband service at every
E-911 location:

• 9 Districts

• 216 Member Towns

• 428 Volunteer Board Representatives 
& Alternates

• More than 76% the state’s population

• 93% of premises statewide without 
access to 25/3

• 76% of all serviceable addresses

10
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Additional Funding

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

https://www.vcbay.news/2020/09/12/series-a-funding-and-how-to-get-it/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Universal Service Fund
The Vermont Universal Service Fund (VUSF) was established by Vermont law in 
1994 through the enactment of 30 V.S.A. § 7501 for the purpose of creating a 
financial structure that will allow every Vermont household to obtain basic 
telecommunications service at an affordable price, and to finance that structure 
with a proportional charge on all telecommunications transactions that interact with 
the public switched network.

The Vermont USF statute provides for the imposition of a universal service 
surcharge of 2.4% percent on all retail telecommunications service provided to a 
Vermont address. 

All telecommunications providers must bill their customers for the VUSF charge, 
and deposit the funds collected through the surcharge in the VUSF fund.

USF is the backbone source of funding for VCBB operations. It allows us to cover 
expenses which are not covered in federal grants and is utilized for match to the 
federal grants.
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Broadband, Equity, Access and Deployment (BEAD)

• Federal program that provides $42.45 billion to expand high-speed internet 
access by funding planning, infrastructure deployment, and adoption programs 
in all states and territories. Vermont’s allocation of those funds is almost $229 
million.

• Competitive program open to any applicant

• Proposal window opens in March 2025.

• Selection April – June 2025
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Digital Equity Plan Implementation

• Vermont's $5.3 million Digital Equity Capacity Capacity Grant to implement 
its Digital Equity Plan was approved in November 2024. 

• Vermont’s Digital Equity Plan outlines how the state will empower people and 
communities with the tools and skills necessary to benefit from meaningful access 
to affordable, reliable, high-speed Internet service.

https://publicservice.vermont.gov/sites/dps/files/documents/Vermont-Digital-Equity-Plan_Final.pdf
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SFY 2026 Budget Reports
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SFY 2025 Programmatic Performance 
Measures Budget (PPMB)


