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BACKGROUND & STATUS
Vermonters Feeding Vermonters

• Reduce food insecurity

• Provide financial security to Vermont farmers

• Contribute to the Vermont economy

• Decrease environmental footprint by lowering transportation 
costs

Currently

• H.167 was read for the first time in the Senate on April 1st after 
it passed the House on March 27th 
• Referred to the Senate Agriculture Committee

• The bill aims to establish an ongoing, annual appropriation of 
$500,000 from the Agency of Agriculture
• Permanent funding
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299 104 $3.8M
participating farms types of crops contributed to Vermont’s 

economy

Large-scale wholesale 
partners

Mini-grants to network 
partners

Culturally responsive 
farm share CSAs
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BENEFITS
Vermont Farmers

• Stable and guaranteed market, early-season contracts, fair 
market prices, and alignment of values.

Vermont Consumers

• Access to nutritionally-dense, culturally-responsive, affordable 
foods.

Vermont Economy and Environment

• Elimination of detrimental environmental impacts of multi-state 
transportation, increased local food purchasing 

Photo credit: Vermont Foodbank/Pitchfork Farm

The UVM Center for Rural Studies has found that every 
dollar spent on locally produced food contributes an 

additional 60 cents to the Vermont economy.



CHALLENGES
Cause/Challenge Impact on VFV

Limited funding (core issue) Restricts purchasing power, diversity, and equity

High prices from small farms Too costly for bulk purchasing without more funding

Lack of late-season crop storage Produces gaps between April-June; harder to fill on tight 
budget

Coordinating with farmers Adds complexity and costs

Few large-scale farms available Difficult to meet volume needs affordably or reliably

Limited partner capacity Hinders distribution of larger food volumes

Extreme weather events Disrupts supply; adds operational burdens and costs



SIMILAR PROGRAMS
Mainers Feeding Mainers (MFM)

• VFV based their program on MFM

• Good Shepherd Foodbank handles all purchasing and invoices

Farm Fresh Rhode Island’s Hope’s Harvest (HH) Program

• Volunteers glean fresh food

• Producers list their products at their own rate through the Market 
Mobile platform

• Partner organizations use grant funds to buy through Market 
Mobile

• HH distributes fresh food boxes to low-income seniors across RI

New Mexico Grown: Regional Farm to Foodbanks Program

• The Food Depot handles all purchasing and distribution

• Producers are generally small-scale enough that delivery is 
manageable for them Omasombo Katuka from OK Community Farm. Photo credit: Mainers Feeding Mainers



SIMILAR PROGRAMS

Vermonters 
Feeding 

Vermonters

72k served 
monthly

299 farm 
partners

$2.3m annual 
budget

Mainers Feeding 
Mainers

50k served 
monthly

90+ farm 
partners

$2m annual 
budget

Rhode Island's 
Hope's Harvest

35k served 
monthly

55+ farm 
partners

[Data not 
collected]

New Mexico 
Regional Farmers 

to Foodbanks

[Data not 
collected]

200+ farm 
partners

$4m annual 
budget



FUNDING MECHANISMS

Seattle’s “Sweetened Beverage Tax”

• Imposes a 1.75 cent fee per ounce on beverages 
deemed high in sugar

• Tax is levied on distributors, not consumers

• Revenue supports food access and education 
programs

• Brought in $20.3 million in 2021

Photo credit: Mitaukano/Wikimedia Commons



CONCLUSION

Photo credit: Second Congregational Church, Londonderry

• VFV has collaborated with 299 farms to improve food 
security and boost Vermont’s economy

• The program has delivered a guaranteed stable market 
for farmers and producers

• Challenges include difficulty scaling up due to limited 
and unstable funding

• Other funding sources could be explored further to 
finance VFV programs

• Additional funding could expand and streamline the 
current processes of the program.



THANK  YOU!

Photo credit: Vermonters Feeding Vermonters



REFERENCES
2024 Year End Report. (2024). New Mexico Association of Food Banks. https://www.nmfoodbanks.org/reports 

Annual Report 2023. (2023). Farm Fresh Rhode Island. https://www.farmfreshri.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Annual-Report-2023.pdf

B. Penkala, personal communication, April 8, 2025

Cover, S. Maine lawmakers hear plea for more food  bank funds. (March 7, 2025). Spectrum News. https://spectrumlocalnews.com/me/maine/news/2025/03/07/maine-lawmakers-hear-plea-for-more-food-bank-funds-

Cover, S. Maine lawmaker proposes $2M boost to hunger prevention programs. (February 11, 2025). Spectrum News. https://spectrumlocalnews.com/me/maine/politics/2025/02/11/with-high-food-prices-lingering--

maine-lawmaker-proposes--2m-boost-to-hunger-prevention-programs

Farm Fresh Food Initiative. (n.d.). The Community Foundations of the Hudson Valley. https://communityfoundationshv.org/key-initiatives/farm-fresh-food-initiative/

HHRI impact report 2018-2021. Hope’s Harvest. (2021). https://www.farmfreshri.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/HHRI-Impact-Report-2021.pdf 

Hilton, A. Amid increased need, federal uncertainty, bill would double support for hunger relief program .(March 6,  2025). Maine Morning Star. https://mainemorningstar.com/2025/03/06/amid-increased-need-federal-

uncertainty-bill-would-double-support-for-hunger-relief-program/

Hope’s Harvest. (n.d.). Farm Fresh RI. https://www.farmfreshri.org/programs/hopes-harvest/

Mainers Feeding Mainers | Food Assistance Program | GSFB. (n.d.). Good Shepherd Food Bank. https://www.gsfb.org/programs/mainers-feeding-mainers/

N. Perry, personal communication, April 8, 2025

M. Lorencz, personal communication, April 8, 2025

M. Wallace & A. Boudreaux, personal communication, February 27, 2025

M. Wallace, personal communication, March 27, 2025

New Mexico Regional Farm to Food Bank 2024 Year End Report. (2024). New Mexico Association of Food Banks. https://www.nmfoodbanks.org/reports

Regional Farm to Food Bank Program. (n.d.). New Mexico Association of Food Banks. https://www.nmfoodbanks.org/farmtofoodbank

Roche, E., Becot, F., Kolodinsky, J. (2016). Economic Contribution and Potential Impact of Local Food Purchases Made by Vermont Schools. Center for Rural Studies. https://localfoodeconomics.com/wp-

content/uploads/2016/11/Economic-Contribution-of-Farm-to-School.pdf

Sweetened Beverage Tax. 2021. City of Seattle. https://www.seattle.gov/documents/Departments/SweetenedBeverageTaxCommAdvisoryBoard/FactSheets/Fact%20Sheet/2021_SBT_FactSheet_English.pdf

Vermonters Feeding Vermonters. Vermont Foodbank. (March 20, 2025). https://www.vtfoodbank.org/more-programs/vermonters-feeding-vermonters/  

Vermont Foodbank. Vermonters Feeding Vermonters. March 2025. https://www.vtfoodbank.org/more-programs/vermonters-feeding-Vermonters/

https://www.nmfoodbanks.org/reports;
https://www.farmfreshri.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Annual-Report-2023.pdf
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/me/maine/news/2025/03/07/maine-lawmakers-hear-plea-for-more-food-bank-funds-
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/me/maine/politics/2025/02/11/with-high-food-prices-lingering--maine-lawmaker-proposes--2m-boost-to-hunger-prevention-programs
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/me/maine/politics/2025/02/11/with-high-food-prices-lingering--maine-lawmaker-proposes--2m-boost-to-hunger-prevention-programs
https://communityfoundationshv.org/key-initiatives/farm-fresh-food-initiative/
https://www.farmfreshri.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/HHRI-Impact-Report-2021.pdf
https://mainemorningstar.com/2025/03/06/amid-increased-need-federal-uncertainty-bill-would-double-support-for-hunger-relief-program/
https://mainemorningstar.com/2025/03/06/amid-increased-need-federal-uncertainty-bill-would-double-support-for-hunger-relief-program/
https://www.farmfreshri.org/programs/hopes-harvest/
https://www.gsfb.org/programs/mainers-feeding-mainers/
https://www.nmfoodbanks.org/reports
https://www.nmfoodbanks.org/farmtofoodbank
https://localfoodeconomics.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Economic-Contribution-of-Farm-to-School.pdf
https://localfoodeconomics.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Economic-Contribution-of-Farm-to-School.pdf
https://www.seattle.gov/documents/Departments/SweetenedBeverageTaxCommAdvisoryBoard/FactSheets/Fact%20Sheet/2021_SBT_FactSheet_English.pdf
https://www.vtfoodbank.org/more-programs/vermonters-feeding-vermonters/

	Slide 1: Vermonters feeding Vermonters (h.167)
	Slide 2: Background & Status
	Slide 3: impacts
	Slide 4: benefits
	Slide 5: Challenges
	Slide 6: Similar Programs
	Slide 7: similar Programs
	Slide 8: Funding mechanisms
	Slide 9: Conclusion
	Slide 10: Thank  you!
	Slide 11: References

