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Vermont has almost 1m acres of prime ag soils and 

1,816 acres of total land developed for solar



American Farmland Trust Modeling Predicts 41,200 Acres of 

Agricultural Land Will Be Converted to Development in Vermont  

by 2040 Versus 1,200 Acres for Solar

➢ Lease rates for solar 

are typically in the 

$1200/acre per year  

range providing 20+ 

years of income 

insulated from 

weather, fuel costs, 

tariffs, and market 

forces impacting ag 

products 



Site Remediation and Solar Panel Recycling

Solar projects comply with AAFM’s  

Act 250 procedure: Reclamation of 

Vermont Agricultural Soils: 

✓ Any ag soils that are disturbed are 

securely stored on site 

✓ Ag soils are rarely allowed to be 

graded during construction except 

for road building or stormwater 

runoff prevention

✓ Weight restrictions on vehicles 

that can be driven over ag soils to 

prevent soil compaction

✓ During decommissioning the 

developer conducts a bulk density 

test to detect if there is soil 

compaction that must be 

remediated



When Vermont Deploys Solar, We Help Displace Natural Gas Burning Plants

New England relies on 64 baseload natural gas 

plants none located in Vermont but in low 

income and minority communities in other New 

England States. 

These gas plants are typically 60 acres- 

Downtown Montpelier from National Life to 

the Statehouse to the Library to Shaws and 

back to National Life

ISO NE electric mix during current cold snap can be >50% oil and gas



Net Metering Helps Preserve Vermont’s Open Spaces

Net Metering in Vermont is limited to on site production only- either on a rooftop or 

in backyards or otherwise very close to an existing structure

In 2025, there were 5 CPG applications for net metered roof-mounted systems 

150kW-500kW

You could offset a 5 MW solar array with approximately 5 additional 400 kW 

commercial projects and 150 additional 20 kW residential projects.

Please support H.716 introduced by Rep. Chris Morrow to help make net metering 

more affordable for more people
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