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Overview of the 
Vermont Vegetable and Berry 

Growers Association 
some data and a tour of farms



We work together on education and applied research

production, pollinators, produce safety, soil health and more

Annual meeting, listserv, newsletter, webinars, workshops, etc.



400+ farm members

vvbga.org 
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2023 VVBGA member survey

n = 177 farm owners / managers
44% of VVBGA member farms



Vegetables
165 farms

1,870 acres

11.3 acres average
92% of farms

GH / tunnels
159 farms

2.2 million sq. ft.

14K sq. ft. average
88% of farms

Ornamentals
117 farms

112 acres

1 acre average
65% of farms

Berries
116 farms

271 acres

2.3 acres average
64% of farms

     2022 sales of vegetables and berries reported in survey = $42 million  
(n=168 farms, less than half VVBGA membership)  

Our farms are diversified!



Growers are optimistic about 
the future of vegetable and berry farming

87% have a very or 
somewhat positive view



Top concerns of growers:
farm labor availability and retention,
climate change and extreme weather



Most important resources:
technical support for individual farms,
applied research, grant opportunities



1/3 of farmers rent some crop land



Half of farms irrigate most or all their crops 



10% of farms have more than 10 FT employees



1/8 of farms sell mostly or all wholesale

3/4 of farms sell half or more 
of their crops directly to consumers



CSAs

Farmers’ 
markets

Farm 
stands 

Direct-to- 
stores

Restaurants

Institutions
Terminal
markets 

Distributors 

Retail and wholesale market channels

Supermarket 
chains 

Pick your 
own 



Burnt Rock Farm, Huntington

VVBGA President



Mighty Food Farm, Shaftsbury

Past President



4 Corners Farm, S. Newbury

Vice President



Intervale Community Farm, Burlington

Treasurer



Jericho Settlers Farm, 
Jericho and Richmond

Board member



Naked Acre Farm, Hyde Park

Board member



New Leaf CSA, Dummerston

Board member



Elmer Farm, E. Middlebury

Board member



Eureka Farm, Springfield

Members include 
new farms



Armstrong Farm, Bennington

And long-time farms



Pomykala Farm, Grand Isle

Multi-generation
farms 



Paul Mazza’s Fruits and Vegetables 
Essex Junction, Colchester, Richmond

Smart kids coming into 
a complex business 



Blais Produce, Springfield

Third generation 
vegetable farm 



Hurricane Flats, S. Royalton

Many “farmer to 
farmer” transitions 



Crossroad Farm, Post Mills



Full Belly Farm, Monkton

Formerly Norris 
Berry Farm 



Honey Field Farm, Norwich

Financing can be 
complicated



Following “founders” 
of the industry

Formerly Killdeer Farm, Norwich



Harlow Farm, Westminster
Transitions often 

take a while



Sweetland Farm, Norwich

Many farms are on 
conserved land



True Love Farm, Shaftsbury
Many farms grow high value 

crops on small acreage 



Deer Run Farm, Guilford

Flowers, syrup, berries 
at farmers’ market



High Meadows Farm, Putney

regional herb 
distribution



Sam Mazza’s Farm Market, Colchester

Large retail market, 
PYO, wholesale



Dutton Farm. Markets in Brookline, Newfane, Manchester, W. Brattlrboro

Multiple farms and 
retail locations



Pete’s Greens, Craftsbury

New markets and 
new products



Sweetland Farm, Norwich

On-farm marketing 
is expanding



Wild Carrot Farm, Brattleboro

Some are small, 
self-serve



Allen Bros. Farm, Westminster

Lots of innovation 
in tunnels



Knee Deep Farm, Jeffersonville

Shading, screening, 
drainage, automation



Bread and Butter Farm, 
S. Burlington

“Winter growing”
is common



Year-round storage 
is important

Foote Brooke Farm, Johnson



River Berry Farm, Fairfax

Lots of adaptation 
to flooding



Root5 Farm, Fairlee

Lots of attention 
to soil health



Sunshine Valley Berry Farm, Rochester

A community that 
shares information



Thank you!
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