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In 1903, there were...

Over the last century,
we’ve lost over

90%

of this diversity

over 3,850 varieties only 307 varieties
of these 10 common vegetables remain



Participatory Plant Breeding Example: Carnelian Carrot
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CARNELIAN CARROT

Days to Maturity: 95 DAYS SKU 2321

Get notified when this preduct is back in stock

add to compare | view compare | add to wishlist

Beautiful salmon pink roots with a gorgeous contrasting core ranging from pink to

yellow.

Roots are sensationally beautiful with slender taper and smooth skin. The texture is
firm, perfect for roasting, turning a dark red color. Can be grown on its own as a
specialty carrot or mixed into bunches with other carrot colors. This carrot comes to us
as a first release from the Organic Seed Alliance's Carrot Improvement for Organic
Agriculture Project. Not recommended for spring production as red carrots are
environmentally sensitive and susceptible to bolting. A portion of sales is paid to the

breeder.



“To ensure broad access, seed of the varieties we co-develop must then be
multiplied and distributed. In some cases, the farmers or farmer-networks we
partner with save seed of new varieties and continue to select on farm and
share with other farmers in their networks. To spread the seed even further,
we also partner with small- to medium- scale seed companies who sell
organic and ecologically grown seed. These companies help spread access
by increasing the quantity of seed available and by distributing it through
regional and national sales. We never patent the varieties we develop, so
anyone is free to save seed and continue selecting or breeding new varieties.
The companies we partner with share a percent of their profits with our
research program to support our ability to continue expanding our
participatory plant breeding and steward the varieties we’ve co-developed
into the future. Seed companies can get involved by participating in variety
trials of up-and-coming new varieties from our research program. We strive to
inclusively invite a wide diversity of companies to participate in our annual
trials and communicate with us about interest in collaborating in sales.”

From “New Organically Bred, Colorful Varieties Ready for Spring Gardens”
Organic Seed Alliance Article December 20, 2022
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