
   
 

   
 

Wednesday, February 11, 2026 
Vermont House Committee on Agriculture, Food Resiliency, and Forestry 

H.739 – An act relating to prohibiting the use and sale of the herbicide paraquat (SUPPORT) 
 
Good morning, Chair Durfee, Vice Chair Bartholomew, and members of the committee. Thank 
you for the opportunity to testify on H. 739, which would prohibit the use and sale of the 
herbicide paraquat in Vermont. 
 
My name is Zach Hardy, Senior State Government Relations Manager for The Michael J. Fox 
Foundation for Parkinson’s Research. Founded in 2000, the Foundation is the world’s largest 
nonprofit funder of Parkinson’s research, having funded over $2.5 billion in research programs 
worldwide. Our goal is to accelerate breakthroughs in diagnostics and treatments, and 
ultimately, find a cure for this disease. 
 
Parkinson’s is a progressive disease that impacts movement and can cause tremor, slowness, 
stiffness and walking and balance problems. Other non-movement symptoms, such as 
depression and issues with memory, can also be part of a person’s experience with Parkinson’s. 
 
More than one million Americans are currently living with Parkinson’s, with approximately 
90,000 new diagnoses each year, making this disease the fastest-growing neurological condition 
in our country and globally.1 
 
While Parkinson’s has genetic components, environmental exposures play a significant role in 
disease risk. And among those environmental factors, the science linking the use of paraquat to 
a significantly increased risk of developing Parkinson’s disease is some of the most concerning 
and well-established. 
 
Paraquat is a toxic chemical that is used as an herbicide. Decades of research has shown that 
people who work with or live near areas where paraquat is applied have a higher risk of 
developing Parkinson’s.  
 
Research has shown that individuals who handled paraquat were about twice as likely to 
develop the disease compared to those using other pesticides.2 This is not an abstract risk — it 
affects farmers, farm workers and families in rural communities across Vermont. 

 
1 “New Study Shows the Incidence of Parkinson's in the U.S. Is Nearly 50 Percent Higher than Previous Estimates.” The Michael J. Fox 
Foundation for Parkinson's Research | Parkinson's Disease, 15 Dec. 2022, https://www.michaeljfox.org/news/new-study-shows-
incidenceparkinsons-us-nearly-50-percent-higher-previous-estimates. 
2 Tanner C.M., Kamel F., Ross G.W., et al. Rotenone, paraquat, and Parkinson's disease. Environ Health Perspect. 2011 Jun;119(6):866-
72. 
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While paraquat continues to be used in the United States, much of the world has responded to 
the known public health risks that this pesticide poses. More than 70 countries, including the 
European Union, Brazil and Germany, have banned the use of paraquat.3 Many of these 
countries, such as China, manufacture paraquat and export it to the United States — all while 
banning its use in their own backyard.  
 
This reveals a stark reality: other governments protect their citizens from paraquat while 
profiting from its use here. 
 
In Vermont, over 2,600 people are currently living with Parkinson’s. The direct and indirect 
costs, such as lost productivity, caregiving, disability and household expenses, are estimated to 
be over $120 million per year. An increase in Parkinson’s prevalence represents a substantial 
public health and economic risk to the state.  
 
Failure to curb known environmental risk factors of Parkinson’s will only allow for further 
exposure and an increase in the number of people inflicted with this disease. 
 
With this legislation, Vermont has the opportunity to lead the nation by becoming the first 
state to prohibit the use and sale of paraquat. The scientific evidence is strong, and the risks are 
well documented, while the human cost of inaction continues to grow.  
 
On behalf of The Michael J. Fox Foundation and the resilient Parkinson's community we are 
proud to work with, I strongly urge the members of this committee to act on this legislation 
that will protect the health of Vermonters. 
 
Thank you and I am happy to answer any questions. 
 
CONTACT: 
Zach Hardy 
Senior State Government Relations Manager 
The Michael J. Fox Foundation for Parkinson's Research 
zhardy@michaeljfox.org | 202-638-4101, Ext. 225 
 
 

 
3 Pesticide Action Network (PAN) International Consolidated List of Banned Pesticides (https://pan-international.org/pan-international-
consolidated-list-of-banned-pesticides/) (last checked on Dec. 18, 2025). 
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