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• 2025 Phone survey Vermont Horse Council Equine Farms

• 2022 USDANational Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) 
Equine Brief Provided by UVM Center for Rural Studies

• 2018/2019 Vermont Horse Council Economic Impact Study



•700 responses
• 28% of 700 respondents (191 people) 

indicated they own, operate or earned 
income from equine businesses in 2019

• 51% of those (91 people) have a 
registered trade name, LLC or corporation.

•2,334 equines
• 27% of the estimated 8500 equines in the 

state - based on extrapolated data



Equine Industry Overview



Equine Contribution to Vermont’s Landscape
• The average acreage 61 acres; median acreage is 23.5 acres

• 16% primary function is as a boarding, training, or riding facility

• 17.5% reported some portion of their land is enrolled in land preservation 
programs or land trusts.

• 29% reported some portion of their equine operation lands were enrolled in 
Current Use.



Potential
Equine Contribution to Vermont’s Landscape 

When asked, “would enroll if the Use Value Appraisal Program ("Current Use") expanded to include acreage 
dedicated to equine operations?”

47% responded in the affirmative



Equine Contribution to Vermont’s Landscape



2025 Phone Survey - Equine Contribution to
Vermont’s Landscape

TOTALS

# Surveyed 45

TOTALAcreage 3869.5

Acreage in Hay/Pasture 1702

# Already in Current Use 14

# would apply in Current Use Only 2 of 36 said NO; 1 said undecided

# Buildings 155

%Income from Equine (Average) 56.1%

# Horses (Average) 20

HayConsumption- Square bale 

Round bales
93,100

1215



Equine Industry Business Concerns



Respondent Demographics

percentage

19%

49%

32%

25-54

55-64

65-74

• 78% have lived in VT 16 or 
more years.

• Predominantly female

• 17% of respondents board in 
a commercial facility



Vermont Equine Farm Decline



Thank you

Heidi Krantz 

equinesummit@vthorsecouncil.org

(802) 343-3104 cell; (802) 586-7559 home

https://vthorsecouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/VHC_EquineOwnership_Report_Final_11302020.pdf
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