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Agency of Agriculture, Food & Markets
FY 2026 Governor’s Recommend

Base Budget

FY 2025 SUMMARY & HIGHLIGHTS

* $609,947 GF increase over FY 2025 appropriated;
* 6 Exempt, 144 Classified positions

MISSION: Facilitate, support and encourage the growth and
viability of agriculture while protecting the working
landscape, human health, animal health, plant health,
consumers and the environment.

VISION: Help develop a safe, secure, ecologically
responsive, profitable and fair local foods system for
Vermont and Vermont customers which will enable
Vermont to be a leader and participant in the global food
system. The Agency will do this by assuming a leadership
position important to the evolving food system, through
access to and the application of resources (human,
financial, social and environmental) and by supporting the
creation of new opportunities.

Governor's Recommend Budget
FY 2026 (5$59.99 million)

FF,$23.99,40%

/ IDT, $2.26, 4%

| GF, $12.73,21% |

| SF, $21.02, 35%
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General Fund — 21% of base budget. Our General Fund is appropriated each year, typically with a modest increase,
for internal services/benefits and other expenditures that are not eligible for federal funding.

* Federal Funds — 40% of base budget. The Agency receives funds from multiple federal agencies to complete work
locally, that expands their bandwidth. Our federal funds come through USDA, FDA, and EPA.

Federal Grant and/or Federal Designation‘ State Department of Agriculture

» Special Funds — 35% of base budget. The Agency is charged with collecting a variety of fees for licenses and
registrations. The revenue received from the fees is used as part of our base budget and supports staff and
operations. Example: Pesticide registration fees are used to support pesticide enforcement and lab work.

Registration/License Fees ‘ Attributed to Base Budget

* Interdepartmental Transfer Funds — 4% of base budget. Funding that is transferred from another Agency or
Department to assist with their work. Example: Funding from the Department of Labor for farmworker housing
inspections.

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with another Agency/Department ‘ Attributed to Base Budget
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The Agency is comprised of six appropriations

Administration (Admin)
Food Safety & Consumer Protection (FSCP)
Agricultural Development (Ag. Dev)
Public Health & Agricultural Resource Management (PHARM)
Vermont Agricultural and Environmental Laboratory (VAEL)
Agricultural Water Quality (WQ)
The Agency budget maintains staffing & operations to ensure main areas of focus
Jobs — Agricultural Development, New Businesses and Markets, Fair Marketplace
Water Quality
Regulation of feed, seed, fertilizer, and pesticides

Food Safety Consumer Protection — Food Safety Modernization Act, Animal Health, Dairy, Meat & Weights and Measures

Internal service costs such as Fee for Space, Insurances, VISION, etc., are allocated throughout the
Agency, generally based on number of positions

**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov
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FY’26 Total Budget - $59,994,387

$12,726,113 General Funds at 21%

§21,023,179 Special Funds at 35%

$23,986,837 Federal Funds at 40%

$2,258,258 Interdepartmental Transfer Funds at 4%
Areas of Change by Fund Category:

$4,420,288 Net Increase Over FY’25 (8% increase)

$609,947 General Fund (5% increase)

$563,746 Special Funds (2.8% increase)

$2,614,358 Federal Funds (12.2% increase)

$632,237 Interdepartmental Transfer (38.9% increase)

**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov
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Areas of Increase:
S460,733 Net Increase in Retirement of which $166,672 is GF
$2,225 Increase in Vermont Family Medical Leave Insurance Premium of which $481 is GF
$15,890 Increase in Child Care Contribution of which $6,036 is GF
$17,540 Increase in ADS VISION/HRMS Internal Service Fee
$17,341 Increase in ADS DIl Allocated Internal Service Fee
$56,468 Increase in ADS Service Level Agreement
S$423,096 Health Insurance Increase of which $146,460 is GF
$776,000 Salary Increases of which $254,171 is GF
S57,043 Other Benefit Increases of which $19,008 is GF
$1,770,000 Increase in USDA Dairy Business Innovation Center Grant — Federal Funds

$450,000 Increase in Lake Champlain Basin Program Grants — Interdepartmental Transfer Funds

**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov
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Areas of Decrease:
$(110,000) State Clean Water Fund Grants

$(112,000) Reduction to Natural Resource Conservation Council
(NRCC) Grants

$(113,969) Fee for Space Internal Service Fee
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Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets Admin FSCP Ag Dev. PHARM VAEL wQ Total
FY2026 Budget Request
Position Additions and Movement
FY2025 Total 22 42 20 20 15 31 150
Limited Service | Position #280173; AAFM Communications Spec (1) (1)
Limited Service | Position #298008; Staff Attorney | (1) (1)
Limited Service | Position #280152; Ag Development Spec | (1) (1)
Limited Service | Position #280178; Ag Development Spec Il; JFO #3186 1 1
Limited Service | Position #280179; Contracts & Grants Spec |; JFO #3186 1 1
Classified Position #280646; Compliance Policy & Enforcement Mgr; 1 1
Position Pool
FY2026 Total 21 42 21 20 15 31 150

**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov
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High Profile Budget Items

Program GF Funding Level

Fair Stipend $110,000
Farm to Plate $235,000
Natural Resource Conservation Council $500,000
Farm to School $500,875
Local Foods Grants 530,000
Working Lands $1,000,000

**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov 9
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www.Agriculture.Vermont.gov General $$ Special $$ Federal $$ Interdept’l Total $$

Transfer $$

Approp #1 [2200010000] Administration: FY 2025 Approp
URRENT SERVICE LEVEL/CURRENT LAW

2000: Retirement: Classified Employees
2010: Retirement: Exempt Employees

(25,000)

6000: Insurance Other Than Employee Benefits

6685: ADS Allocated Charge

3620: Single Audit Allocation

6660: ADS Service Level Agreement
i nts
Subtotal of Increases/Decreases
FY 2026 Governor Recommend 1,519,601 1,695,613 522,639

**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov
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Crosswalk Overview — Administration — B.222
» Administration Division budget has seen standard increases to
salaries and benefits.

» No other notable changes to budget for FY26

**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov 11
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Approp #2 [2200020000] Food Safety and Consumer Protection: FY 2025
Approp
.CURRENT SERVICE LEVEL/CURRENT LAW

5500000: Salary & Wages:

lassified Employees

etirement: Classified Employees
:502010: Retirement: Exempt Employees

Other Miscellaneous Personal Services Expenses

515010: Fee-for-Space Charge

516671: VISION/ISD

SMA Subaward - moved from Ag Dev Division
Subtotal of Increases/Decreases

Consumer Protection B.223

General $$ Federal $$

Special $$ Interdept'l

Transfer $$

Total $$

3,400,278 1,696,578

FY 2026 Governor Recommend

**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov

3,663,441 4,048,844 1,875,651
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Crosswalk Overview — Food Safety Consumer Protection B.223

» Food Safety Consumer Protection Division budget has seen standard
increases to salaries and benefits.

» No other notable changes to budget for FY26

**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov 13
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AGENCY OF AGRICULTURE, FOOD & MARKETS General $$ Special $$ Federal $$ Interdept'l Total $$
www.Agriculture.Vermont.gov Transfer $$
Approp #3 [2200030000] Agricultural Development: FY 2025 Approp 3,077,928 644,363
‘CURRENT SERVICE LEVEL/CURRENT LAW :

e o B R o
500010: Salary & Wages: Exempt Employees

01500: Health Insurance: Classified Employees
ealth Insuran

Miscellaneous IT Costs

Other Operating Costs - Big E

Federal State Market Improvement Program

:FSMA Subaward - moved to FSCP Division
Subtotal of Increases/Decreases
FY 2026 Governor Recommend 3,157,499 646,995 18,934,382 22,738,876




2 - VERVONT  AAFM FY 25 Budget

wwwAg cultu

Crosswalk Overview — Ag Development — B.224

» Contractual and 3™ Party Services — Increase in budget for Dairy
Business Innovation Center grants by $1,740,000

> Decrease in fee for space cost in the amount of $63,041 for the
Vermont building at the Big E.

» USDA Organic Cost Share Program increased by $50,702

»Received $300,000 federal award for Local Food Systems in
Schools Grant

**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov 15
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Agricultural Development Working Lands Enterprise Initiative — FY 25 Highlights

Working Lands Enterprises Initiative: Total FY25 Budget $1,035,000
$1,000,000 of General Fund

, Cumulative Program Impact 2012-2024.
$15,000 from Ski Vermont

$20,000 from a FY24 project deobligation Invested $18.8 million in 555 farm, food, and forestry projects

Awards in FY25: Leveraged an additional $30.9 million in matching funds

$635,690, currently under review for Business
Enhancement projects related to job creation,
sales or production increases, labor efficiency,
climate mitigation and adaptation, worker well-
being, preserving/increasing/improving
management of working lands acreage

Investments made across all 14 counties

Over 540 new jobs created

More than $92M generated in sales by grantee businesses

$30,000, currently under review, for VT
businesses product promotion at out-of-state
trade shows

$369,310 awarded to Service Providers and In Fiscal Year 2025, WLEI has received $5,320,785 in requests

Producer Associations — helping businesses grow, for $1 035.000 of available funds
pivot, adapt to changing markets, or prepare for ! ! ;

new capital investments or intergenerational
transfer.

YV VYV V V¥V V V

Over 24,985 acres kept working

16
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One of four regional USDA Dairy Business
Innovation Initiatives (DBII) in the nation.

Established as part of the 2018 Farm Bill, the DBIl was created to
support dairy businesses in the development, production, marketing
and distribution of dairy products.

The NE-DBIC serves an 11-state region:

Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, and
Vermont, and is based at the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food &
Markets.

Amount awarded to NE-DBIC for projects
extending through 2027.

The NE-DBIC prioritizes using funds as grants to dairy businesses. Past
and current projects include health and safety training, marketing
strategies, grazing transition support, technical assistance, processor
expansion, and farm innovation and modernization.
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NE-DBIC Impact in Vermont

As of December 1, 2024 NE-DBIC has
awarded $11,609,411 to Vermont dai

VT dairy farms and processors of all sizes have received
funding across our grant programs, including: On-Farm
Milk Storage & Handling, Food Safety & Certification,
Agritourism, Marketing & Branding Services, Farm
Innovation and Modernization, Processor Research &
Development Innovation, and Processor Expansion.

Number of grants and contracts awarded

NE-DBIC has received 284 applications and awarded a total of 125 grants
and contracts to Vermont dairy farmers, processors, and service
providers. 44% of VT applications have been awarded.

Average Funding Award

Across all grants and contracts, the average funding awarded to
Vermont dairy is $92,875. The awards range in size from $10,000 to

$1,000,000.
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Application NE-DBIC Grants
Stats 2020 - 2024 T

Montreal
. Sher .( ]

e 1,016 applications NS Loromo ;
received M o ﬁ,@ _
e 367 awarded ‘

36% award rate

* Average grant: $92,233 'f ik, 108 Q
LA " MAR{UANE® NEW
* Grant range: $10,000 - @ingmn‘i-;v

DELXWARE

Sl;OO0,000 " VIRGINIA < {Ocean Cty




Crosswalk Overview — Public Health & Ag Resource
) o
/\-\V B ONT AAFM FY 26 Bud get Management (PHARM) — B.225
AGENCYOF AGR'CULm.EKgﬁgﬁmmnzﬂi General $$ Special $$ Federal $$ Interdept’l Total $$

Transfer $$

Approp #4 [2200040000] Laboratories, Agricultural Resource Management: FY 824,794 2,242,158 343,452
2025 Approp

‘CURRENT SERVICE LEVEL/CURRENT LAW

00000: Salary & Wages: Classified Employees
00010: Salary & Wages: Exempt Employees

:502000: Retirement: Classified Employees
:502010: Retirement: Exempt Employees

Operating Expenses
16010: Insurance - General Liability

19006: Human Resources Services

Pesticide Education Program Grant
Subtotal of Increases/Decreases
FY 2026 Governor Recommend 822,914 2,473,045 482,577

367,853
**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov
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Crosswalk Overview

Public Health & Ag Resource Management (PHARM) B.225

» PHARM Division budget has seen standard increases to salary and benefits.

> Pesticide Education Safety Program Grant with UVM Extension for $35,000 to
align with our updated Safety and Certification Training plan approved by the EPA.

» No other notable changes to PHARM Division budget for FY26.

**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov 21
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General $$ Special $$ Federal $$ Interdept'l Total $$
Transfer $$
Approp #5 [2200150000] Vermont Agricultural and Environmental Laboratories: 1,602,665 1,591,189 3,261,516

: Salary & Wages: Classified Employees
: Salary & Wages: E

: Retirement: Classified Employees
: Retirement: Exempt Employees

Operating Expenses

16000: Insurance Other Than Employee Benefits

23620: Single Audit Allocation

Miscellaneous IT Costs

>Subtotal of Increases/Decreases
FY 2026 Governor Recommend 1,698,826 1,647,441

**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov 22
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Crosswalk Overview

Vermont Agriculture & Environmental Laboratory (VAEL) B.225.1

» VAEL Division budget has seen standard increases to salary and
benefits.
» Decrease in Fee for Space by $59,754 for the lab in Randolph
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AGENCY OF AGRICULTURE, FOOD & MARKETS
www.Agriculture.Vermont.gov General $$ Special $$ Federal $$ Interdept'l Total $$

Transfer $$
Approp #6 [2200160000] Clean Water Initiative: FY 2025 Approp 1,817,135 10,528,782 2,169,174 1,193,123 15,708,214

00000: Salary & Wages: Classified Employees
alary & Wages: Exempt Employees

ealth Insurance: Classified Employees
Exempt Employees

etirement: Classified Employees
etirement: Exempt Employees

16685: ADS Allocated Charge

16695 - ADS App Support Contract

tate Clean Water Fund Grants

(112,000);

Subtotal of Increases/Decreases - 46,697
FY 2026 Governor Recommend 1,863,832 10,511,241 2,171,588

**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov 24
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Crosswalk Overview

Ag Clean Water Initiative B.225.2
» WQ Division budget has seen standard increases to salaries and benefits

» Decreased Natural Resource Conservation Council grants by $112,000
> Decrease of $100,000 to State Clean Water Fund Grants

» Lake Champlain Basin Program Grants increased by $450,000 (MOU with
DEC)

> Increase of $90,000 in Federal Funding for ADS Application Support
Contracts for NRCS CIG and RCPP



<~ VERMONT AAFM FY 26 Budget
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ACT 250 - OBJECTIVE: ADMINISTRATION
In depth review of impacts to primary agricultural soils (PAS) associated with proposed
developments under Criterion 9(B), by determination of soils meet the definition of PAS, acreage

of proposed impacts to PAS, acreage of mitigation warranted, and sufficiency of any proposed
on-site mitigation.

Programs Measure Name Measure 2022 2023 2024 Repo.r ting
Type Period
Administration Num.ber of projects reviewed unfler 9(B) How Well? 50 53 93 SEY
Act 250 (review letters/correspondence issued)
On-site mitigation, acreage warranted Better Off? 100 142 167 SFY
Off-site mitigation, acreage warranted Better Off? 300 253 755 SFY

Off-site mitigation fees (VHCB off-site
mitigation fund) anticipated/payable prior
to commencement of construction. How Much? | $200,000 | $278,406 | $2,192,806.47 SFY
Approximate figure associated with

projects from past Fiscal Year

**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov 26
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AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT

Produce Program — OBJECTIVES:
v Help Vermont fruit and vegetable growers implement on-farm produce safety

practices through outreach, education, technical assistance, and financial
assistance.

v Ensure compliance with the federal Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA)
Produce Safety Rule by conducting annual inspections for all farms covered by

the rule.
Programs Measure Name Measure 2022 2023 - Reporting
: Type Period
Agricultural | # of farms with produce [How much? 679 663 704 SFY

sales enrolled & verified in
the VT Produce Portal

Total number of support | Better off? 259 245 210 SFY
services provided to

Vermont produce farms.

Development

**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov 27
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e PROGRAMMATIC PERFORMANCE MEASURE BUDGET
AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT
WORKING LANDS ENTERPRISE INITIATIVE

OBIJECTIVE: To advance entrepreneurism, develop business and increase the
value of Vermont raw and value-added products in order to develop Vermont
Agricultural and Forest product economies

Measure Reporting
Programs Measure Name T 2022 2023 - Period
Agricultural |Number of jobs created | How Much? 551 544 545 SFY

Development

' Total increase in net | How Much? | $36,268,305 | $36,961,667 | 36,961,667 SFY
income

Average percentage | Better Off? 28% 28% 21% SFY
increase in product
output

**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov 28
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e PROGRAMMATIC PERFORMANCE MEASURE BUDGET
DAIRY BUSINESS INNOVATION CENTER

AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT
The NE-DBIC serves the Northeast region, supporting dairy businesses across 11

states, which includes all New England as well as Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey,
New York, and Pennsylvania through projects that promote the development,
production, marketing, and distribution of dairy products.

Programs Measure Name Measure Type 2022 2023 - Ri:‘::;:jng
Agricultural |Number that experienced increased sales
Development —| because of marketing &/or promotion How Much? 63 103 46 FFY
activities.

Number of new &/or existing delivery
?
systems/access points reached. LA TEE = 1499 1645 FFY

Number of farmers who have learned

. B ff? 2 FFY
new management strategies. etter O 78 1427

Percentage of participants that expressed
satisfaction & positive outlook for the How Well? 100% 90% 99% FFY
future of their business.

**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov

29
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8 programs

Meat Inspection

Dairy Inspection
Animal Health
Weights and Measures
Maple

COOL

Produce Safety Inspection Program

Eggs

AAFM FY 26 Budget

PROGRAMMATIC PERFORMANCE MEASURE BUDGET
FOOD SAFETY CONSUMER PROTECTION

OBIJECTIVE: To advance a safe and secure food supply within a marketplace
that provides fair and equal access to consumers and processors in order to
enhance Vermont’s working landscape, rural character & local economies

Programs | Measure Name | V22U 2022 | 2023 | 2024 | RePorting
Type Period
Food Safety Number of How | 1664 | 1659 1645 SFY
Consumer | License and/or | Much?
Protection Registrations
Meat Number of How | 2970 | 3451 | 4294 SFY
Inspection Inspections Much?
Completed
Number of Better 56 96 198 SFY
Compliance Off?
Activities

**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov
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OBJECTIVE: Assure that sanitation
standards are followed to minimize
the risk of unsafe products entering
the marketplace.

8 programs
Meat Inspection

Dairy Inspection

Animal Health
Weights & Measures
Maple

CooL

Produce Safety Inspection Program

Eggs

AAFM FY 26 Budget

PROGRAMMATIC PERFORMANCE MEASURE BUDGET

FOOD SAFETY CONSUMER PROTECTION

Programs | easure |Measure| .., | 5553 | poga |Reporting
Name Type Period
Food Safety | Number of How 2736 2602 2634 SFY
Consumer License Much?
Protection — and/or
Dairy Registrations
Inspection Number of How 3141 3789 3792 SFY
Inspections | Much?
Completed
Number of | Better 29 27 20 SFY
Compliance Off?
Activities

**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov
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OBIJECTIVES: Maintain the ability of
Vermont's livestock, poultry, and livestock
products to be sold locally, nationally and
internationally. Technical assistance and
inspection programs provide education on

FOOD SAFETY CONSUMER PROTECTION

appropriate animal agricultural practices
that assure the health and humane - - s i
treatment of livestock and compliance with easure easure eporting
best practices, laws and regulations. Programs Name Type 2022 2023 2024 Period
8 programs
. Food Safety| Number of | How 120 114 106 SFY
Meat Inspection .
_ . Consumer License Much?
Dairy Inspection Protection—| and/or
Animal Health Animal |Registrations
: Health
Weights & Measures — | Numberof | How 52 68 73 SFY
Maple Inspections | Much?
COOL Completed
Produce Safety Inspection Program Number of | Better 22 14 9 SFY
Egas Compliance | Off?
= Activities
**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov 32
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OBJECTIVE: coc.)rdina;te ir;spection and testing of PROGRAMMATIC PERFORMANCE MEASURE BUDGET

devices and products in commerce, such as scales, FOOD SAFETY CONSUMER PROTECTION
gas pumps, heating oil and propane delivery truck
meters, scanners used in retail stores, and firewood.

8 programs )
et Tection Programs '\I"\l‘:::re M?;‘;:re 2022 | 2023 | 2024 Ri‘:‘:{;:g
Dairy Inspection

Food Safety | Number of How 13,327 11,379 | 11,832 SFY
Animal Health Consumer License Much?
Weights & Measures Protection— |  and/or
Weights and |Registrations
Maple Measures | Number of How 9,641 11,750 | 13,685 SFY
COOL Inspections | Much?
Completed
Produce Safety Inspection Program
Eggs Number of Better Off?f 150 105 133 SFY
Compliance
Activities

**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov 33
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8 programs
Meat Inspection
Dairy Inspection
Animal Health
Weights & Measures

Maple
COOL

Produce Safety Inspection Program

Eggs

AAFM FY 26 Budget

PROGRAMMATIC PERFORMANCE MEASURE BUDGET

_ FOOD SAFETY CONSUMER PROTECTION
OBJECTIVE: Ensure that Maple requirements for Grade A maple syrup,

maple product labeling, maple dealer and processor licensing, and
general requirements relating to the safe and sanitary production of
maple products are in compliance, protecting consumers.

Programs | Measure Name e 2022 2023 2024 Repo-rtlng
Type Period
Food Safety| Numberof |How Much? 24 28 30 SFY
Consumer | Licenses and/or
Protection | Registrations
Maple Number of |How Much? 19 19 14 SFY
Inspections
Completed
Number of Better Off? 7 9 5 SFY
Compliance
Activities

**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov

34
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OBJECTIVE: Ensure that produce in retail outlets FOOD SAFETY CONSUMER PROTECTION
are properly labeled for Country Of Origin,
protecting consumers.

8 programs
Meat Inspection Programs Measure Name Measure 2022 | 2023 | 2024 Repo.rtmg
Type Period
Dairy Inspection
Food Safety Number of How Much? 9 15 15 SFY

Animal Health Consumer Licenses and/or

Weights & Measures Protection COOL | Registrations

Maple
County Of Origin Labeling (COOL)

Produce Safety Inspection Program

Eggs

**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov 35
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OBIJECTIVE: The Vermont Produce Program works

with fruit and vegetable farms to enhance produce
safety and promote public health.

8 programs
Meat Inspection
Dairy Inspection
Animal Health
Weights & Measures
Maple
COOL
Produce Safety

Inspection Program

AAFM FY 26 Budget

PROGRAMMATIC PERFORMANCE MEASURE BUDGET

FOOD SAFETY CONSUMER PROTECTION

2022 Reporting
Programs Measure Name |[Measure Type First Year 2023 | 2024 Period
Number of produce | How Much? 607 650 704 SFY
farms verified in

Food Safety inventory
Consumer |Number of Inspections; How Much? 19 16 17 SFY

Protection Completed
Produce Safety | Number of consumer | How Much? 1 2 0 SFY

Inspection complaints resolved

Number of compliancel How Much? 6 5 7 SFY

activities beyond level

of field staff

Eggs

**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov
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B PROGRAMMATIC PERFORMANCE MEASURE BUDGET
OBIJECTIVE: Eggs are inspected for proper labeling FOOD SAFETY CONSUMER PROTECTION

and to determine the quality of the product.

8 programs
Meat Inspection
, _ Programs Measure Name Measure 2022 2023 2024 |Reporting Period
Dairy Inspection Type
Animal Health Food Safety Number of How 1 3 4 SFY
: Consumer compliance Much?
Weights & Measures Protection — | activities beyond
Maple Eggs level of field staff
COO Number of How 1 0 2 SFY
L consumer Much?
Produce Safety complaints
: resolved
Inspection Program

Eggs

**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov 37
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AGENCY OF AGRICULTURE, FOOD & MARKETS

o Agtede fementex PROGRAMMATIC PERFORMANCE MEASURE BUDGET

PUBLIC HEALTH & AGRICULTURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

MOSQUITO (TICK) CONTROL - OBJECTIVE:
Per 6 VSA Sections 1082-1085 the Mosquito Control Program exists to conduct

statewide surveillance of biting arthropod habitat and provide financial and
technical assistance to the Mosquito Control Districts (MCDs) with their
nuisance mosquito control efforts

Programs Measure Name Measure 2022 2023 2024 Repo.r ting
Type Period
PHARM  [Number of Mosquito| How Well? 2,175 4,031 4,124 CcYy
Mosquito & | pools collected &
Tick Control tested
Program Percent Mosquito | Better Off? 0% 0.01% %0.035 cYy
pools with EEE or
WNV
Number of How Much?| 63,056 150,201 129,969 CcY
Mosquitos collected
& identified

**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov 38
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AGENCY OF AGRICULTURE, FOOD & MARKETS

o Agtede fementex PROGRAMMATIC PERFORMANCE MEASURE BUDGET
OBJECTIVE: VERMONT AGRICULTURE & ENVIRONMENTAL LAB (VAEL)

The Vermont Agricultural and Environmental Laboratory provide accredited analytical testing for Agency of Agriculture,
Food & Markets (VAAFM) & the Agency of Natural Resources (ANR) who rely on VAEL to provide high quality, scientific
data, which is the basis for many program decisions.

Programs Measure Name Measure Type 2022 2023 m Ri‘:{;:ﬂng
Number of completed analytical How Much? 27,459 26,669 32,925 SFY
tests for clients provided by VAEL
Percent of test results issued by How Well? 99.49% 97.94% 99.78% SFY
VAEL without recall/correction
Number of unique Vermont-based| Better Off? 55 84 81 SFY

projects who rely on VAEL's
analytical services for essential
environmental monitoring,
consumer protection, animal
health and regulatory compliance.

**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov 39
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OBJECTIVE:

WATER QUALITY

Agricultural Water Quality Specialists provide regulatory oversight of farm operations through permitting, investigations,
and inspections. Technical and financial assistance is available for farmers to comply with regulations through division staff
as well as through partner organizations. On farm pollution prevention projects and support for partner organizations are
provided through various funding programs.

Programs Measure Name M?;'::re 202 | 2023 | gER | RePorthe
Number of Regulatory Farm Visits How Well? 238 253 234 SFY
Number of Non-Regulatory/Technical Assistance Visits How Much? 825 1,217 1,274 SEY
Acres of Production Area Inspected Better Off? 2,750 3,014 2,930 SFY
Percentage of Compliant Productions Areas (By Acres). How Much? 69% 70% 67% SFY
Number of Educational Events How Much? 113 58 101 SFY
Value of On Farm Implementation Investments How Much?| ¢7 056,427 | $8,480,000 [$10,340,815 SFY
40
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Carry Forward Funds — As of September 2024
Administration - $ 50,000.00 - Funds approved for Pay Act
Agricultural Development - $ 1,660,543.15
» $910,979.23 — Working Lands: Funds are obligated through existing grant and contractual agreements.
» $618,937.92 — Farm to School: Funds are obligated through existing grant and contractual agreements.
» $47,000.00 — Farm to Plate: Funds are obligated through grant agreement with the VT Sustainable Jobs Fund.
» $23,300.00 — Local Foods: Funds are obligated through existing grant agreements.
» $60,326.00 — Fairs: Funds are obligated through existing grant agreements.
Public Health & Agricultural Resource Management Division - $ 407,099.67

» $— Mosquito Control: 2014 Act 179 Section E.225.1 provides for unexpended funds to be carried forward for
mosquito control activities to include addressing public health hazards due to West Nile Virus, EEE or other
mosquito-borne iliness. The statewide mosquito surveillance program includes surveillance for Zika vectors, as
well as enhanced tick surveillance.

Agricultural Clean Water - $ 417,733.59

» $417,733.59 — Water Quality - Funds are obligated through existing grant and contractual agreements.
» Agricultural Water Quality Fund (21933) - $ 9,719,133.54

» $9,719,133.54 — Water Quality - Funds are obligated through existing grant and contractual agreements.
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Carry Forward Funds — As of September 2024 (continued)

One-Time Appropriations - $5,901,198.24

>

>

$871,468.88 — 2200892106 — VT Working Lands Grants: Funds per Act 9 of 2021 sec 22(a)(1) as amended by Act 74 of 2021 sec C. 115.
Funds have been obligated through existing grant and contract agreements.

$504,492.54 - 2200892201 — AGR Working Lands Grants: Funds per Act 74 of 2021 sec 300(b)(9). Funds have been obligated through
existing grant and contract agreements.

$585,700.00 — 2200892301 — AAFM Ecosystems Services: Funds per Act 185 B.1100(7)(A) of 2022. Funds will be obligated through
grant ?greements. The incentive program was launched in May 2023 and another funding round is currently in process which will obligate
these funds.

$74,813.07 - 2200892305 — AAFM Organic Milk & Produce Safety: Funds per Act 185 B.1100(7)(E) of 2022. Funds are obligated
through existing grant agreements.

$16,513.42 — 2200892307 — AAFM Conservation Districts: Funds per Act 185 B.1100(7)(G) of 2022. Funds are obligated through existing
grant agreements.

$49,387.00 - 22000892401 — AAFM EV Charger Inspections: Funds per Act 78 B.1100(i)(1) of 2023.

$1,070,000 - 2200892402 — AAFM Replacement of the Existing Food Safety Inspection Database: Funds per Act 78 B.1100(i)(2) of
2023.

$100,000 - 2200892403 — AAFM Salvation Farms to Expend Access to Locally Grown Food for all Vermonters: Funds per Act 78
B.1100(i)(3) of 2023. Funds are obligated through an existing grant agreement.

**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov 42
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Carry Forward Funds — As of September 2024 (continued)

One-Time Appropriations (con't)

$1,000,000.00 — 2200892404 — AAFM Working Lands Enterprise Grant Program: Funds per Act 78 B.1100(g)(1) of 2023. Funds are
obligated through existing grant and contract agreements.

$1,327,525.80 - 2200892405 — AGR-Meat/Produce/Maple: Funds per Act 78 B.1100(g)(2) of 2023. Funds are obligated
through existing grant and contract agreements.

$120,000.00 - 2200892407 — AAFM Sustainable Jobs for the Independent Retail Grocers Project and Beef on Dairy
Project: Funds per Act 78 B.1100(g)(4) of 2023. Funds are obligated an existing grant agreement.

$39,548.73 - 2200892408 — AAFM Dairy Risk Management Assistance Program: Funds per Act 78 B.1100(g)(5) of 2023. There are
a number of farms remaining eligible to apply for the funds under this program.

$141,748.80 - 2200892409 — AAFM Small Farmer Diversification and Transition Program: Funds per Act 78 B.1100(g)(7) of 2023.
Funds are obligated through existing grant agreements.

**To explore the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, please visit: www.agriculture.vermont.gov
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Questions?
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