Wood Products
Manufacturers

and Act 250



Treatment for purposes of Act 250

* Logging and forestry below 2,500ft in elevation- exempt
6001- Act 250 Definitions

(44) “Wood products manufacturer” means a manufacturer that aggregates wood
products from forestry operations and adds value through processing or marketing in
the wood products supply chain or directly to consumers through retail sales. “Wood
products manufacturer” includes sawmills; veneer mills; pulp mills; pellet mills;
producers of firewood, woodchips, mulch, and fuel wood; and log and pulp
concentration yards. “Wood products manufacturer” does not include facilities that
purchase, market, and resell finished goods, such as wood furniture, wood pellets, and
milled lumber, without first receiving wood products from forestry operations.

(43) “Wood product” means logs, pulpwood, veneer wood, bolt wood, wood chips,
stud wood, poles, pilings, biomass, fuel wood, maple sap, and bark.



10 V.S.A. 6084(g) (2017)

(g) When an application concerns the construction of improvements for one of the
following, the application shall be processed as a minor application in accordance with
subsections (b) through (e) of this section:

(1) a sawmill that produces three and one-half million board feet or less annually;
or

(2) an operation that involves the primary processing of forest products of
commercial value and that annually produces:

(A) 3,500 cords or less of firewood or cordwood; or

(B) 10,000 tons or less of bole wood, whole tree chips, or wooc ts.



6086(c)(2) Permit conditions on a wood products manufacturer. (2022)

* (A) When issuing a permit with conditions on wood products manufacturing and delivery, the District
Commission shall account for the seasonal, weather-dependent, land-dependent, and varied
conditions unique to the industry.

* (B) A permit condition that sets hours of operation for a wood products manufacturer shall only be
imposed to mitigate an impact under criteria (1), (5), or (8) of this section. If an adverse impact would
result, a permit with conditions shall allow the manufacturer to operate while allowing for flexible
tlmmg of deliveries of wood products from forestry operations to the manufacturer outside permitted
hours of operation, including nights, weekends, and holidays, for the number of days demonstrated
by the manufacturer as necessary to enable deliveries, not to exceed 90 days per year.

* (C) Permit with conditions on the delivery of wood heat fuels. A permit with conditions issued to a
wood products manufacturer that produces wood chips, pellets, cord wood, or other fuel wood used
for heat shall allow for flexible delivery of that fuel wood from the manufacturer to the end user
outside permitted hours of operation, including nights, weekends, and holidays, from October 1
through April 30 of each year. Permits with conditions shall mitigate the undue adverse impacts while
enabling deliveries by the manufacturer.

* (D) Permit amendments. A wood products manufacturer holding a permit may request an
amendment to existing ermlt condltlons related to hours of operation and seasonal restrictions to
be consistent with subdivisions (B) and (C) of this subsection (c). Requests for condition
amendments under thls subsectlon shall not be subject to Act 250 Rule 34(E).



* (5) Wood products manufacturers.
Notwithstanding any provision of this chapter to
the contrary, a conversion of primary agricultural

I soils by a wood products manufacturing facility
6093(3) Prl me ag shall be allowed to pay a mitigation fee
I 1+ I computed according to the provisions of
SOI[ m Itlgatlon subdivision (1) of this subsection, except that it
(2024) shall be entitled to a ratio of 1:1 protected acres
to acres of affected primary agricultural soil.

* (Most others subject to mitigation ratio between
2:1-3:1)



Act 181 of 2024

Sec. 35. WOOD PRODUCTS MANUFACTURERS REPORT

(a) The Land Use Review Board, in consultation with the Department of Forests,
Parks and Recreation, shall convene a stakeholder group to report on how to
address the Act 250 permitting process to better support wood products
manufacturers and their role in the forest economy.

(b) The group shall examine the Act 250 permitting process and identify how the
minor permit process provided forin 10 V.S.A. 8 6084(g) has been working and
whether there are shortcomings or challenges.

(c) The group may look at permitting holistically to understand the role of permits
from the Agency of Natural Resources, municipal permits, where they apply, and Act
250 permits and develop recommendations to find efficiencies in the entire process
or recommend an alternative permitting process for wood products manufacturers.

(d) Report due December 15, 2024
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