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Overview 

• Types of research partnerships with 
UVM 

• Examples of regional/county 
governance research 

• Opportunities and next steps 



Research Partnerships 
• Research: working with faculty to 

develop collaborative research 

• Programmatic: co-developing 
partnerships for service 
delivery/technical assistance  

• Community-engaged learning: 
course-based projects 

• Internships: undergraduate and 
graduate 



Regional/County Governance 
Research 

• Undergraduate research on 
Council of Government models 
in the United States

• MPA Capstone course that 
leveraged previous research to 
produce:
• Comparison of regional 

governance models, including

• Typology of terms related to 
regional and county governance 



Regional Governance 
Comparisons 
Governance structure 

Legal fit for VT 

Funding model

County role 

Staffing 

Services provided 

Regional scope 



Regional Governance 
Definition Guide
Working definition

Key themes 

Range of interpretations 



Opportunities and Next Steps 
• Identify the research questions/partnership opportunities of relevance

• Consider funding opportunities available to support this work 

• Partners to consider:

• UVM Leahy Institute for Rural Partnerships 

• Masters of Public Administration 

• Center for Rural Studies 

• VT Research Open Source Program Office

• UVM Extension 

• Vermont Data Collaborative 



Contact Us 

Emma Spett

Program Manager, Leahy Institute 

for Rural Partnerships 

emma.spett@uvm.edu 

Tricia Coates
Director, Leahy Institute 
for Rural Partnerships 
pcoates@uvm.edu 

mailto:emma.spett@uvm.edu
mailto:emma.spett@uvm.edu
mailto:pcoates@uvm.edu

	Slide 1: Research Partnerships with UVM
	Slide 2: Overview 
	Slide 3: Research Partnerships 
	Slide 4: Regional/County Governance Research 
	Slide 5: Regional Governance Comparisons 
	Slide 6: Regional Governance Definition Guide
	Slide 7: Opportunities and Next Steps 
	Slide 8: Contact Us 

