Journal of the Senate

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2026

In the absence of the President (who was Acting Governor in the absence of
the Governor) the Senate was called to order by the President pro tempore.

Devotional Exercises
A moment of silence was observed in lieu of devotions.
Message from the House No. 24

A message was received from the House of Representatives by Ms.
Courtney Reckord, its Second Assistant Clerk, as follows:

Mr. President:
I am directed to inform the Senate that:

The House has considered joint resolution originating in the Senate of the
following title:

J.R.S. 41. Joint resolution relating to weekend adjournment on February
20, 2026.

And has adopted the same in concurrence.
Message from the House No. 25

A message was received from the House of Representatives by Ms.
Courtney Reckord, its Second Assistant Clerk, as follows:

Mr. President:
I am directed to inform the Senate that:
The House has passed a House bill of the following title:
H. 710. An act relating to defining electricity generating facilities.
In the passage of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.
The House has adopted House concurrent resolutions of the following titles:

H.C.R. 204. House concurrent resolution congratulating the National
Hanger Company of North Bennington on its centennial anniversary.

H.C.R. 205. House concurrent resolution honoring Maria Blair on her
exemplary career as a dedicated staff member at the Joint Fiscal Office.

179
Printed on 100% Recycled Paper



180 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE

H.C.R. 206. House concurrent resolution commemorating the 160th
anniversary of the Park-McCullough Historic Governor’s Mansion in
Bennington.

H.C.R. 207. House concurrent resolution congratulating the Grand Isle
Volunteer Fire Department on 75 years of serving the community.

H.C.R. 208. House concurrent resolution honoring Selectboard Chair
Alyssa Joyce Johnson for her dedicated service on behalf of the Town of
Waterbury and applauding the good work she facilitated during her tenure.

H.C.R. 209. House concurrent resolution in memory of former West
Windsor Town Moderator Matthew T. Birmingham III.

H.C.R. 210. House concurrent resolution honoring Ripton Selectboard
Chair Laureen Cox for her exemplary municipal public service.

H.C.R. 211. House concurrent resolution honoring the decades of
extraordinary civic participation and leadership of Lexa and Steve Clark in the
Town of Jamaica.

Bill Referred
House bill of the following title was read the first time and referred:
H. 710.
An act relating to defining electricity generating facilities.
To the Committee on Finance.
Bill Amended; Third Reading Ordered
S. 210.

Senator Cummings, for the Committee on Health and Welfare, to which
was referred Senate bill entitled:

An act relating to access to autopsy reports.

Reported recommending that the bill be amended in Sec. 1, 18 V.S.A.
§ 505, in subsection (b), by striking out subdivision (2) in its entirety and
inserting in lieu thereof a new subdivision (2) to read as follows:

(2)(A) An individual who is not authorized to receive the autopsy report
pursuant to subdivision (1) of this subsection (b) may petition the Probate
Division of the Superior Court for a copy of the autopsy report. The petition
shall contain an affidavit attesting to the petitioner’s relationship to the

decedent and the reason the petitioner is seeking the autopsy report. The
petitioner shall notify the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner and the State’s
Attorney of the county in which the death occurred within five days after filing
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the petition. The Office and the State’s Attorney shall have an opportunity to
respond within 14 days after notice. If the Superior Court finds that the
petitioner has demonstrated good cause for the petitioner to obtain the autopsy
report, and the State’s Attorney does not object, it shall order the Office of the
Chief Medical Examiner to provide a copy to the petitioner, in whole or in

part, and may place restrictions on the petitioner’s dissemination of the copy
provided.

(B) In determining good cause under subdivision (A) of this
subdivision (b)(2), the Superior Court shall consider:

(1) the relationship of the petitioner to the decedent and decedent’s

family;

(i1) whether the disclosure is necessary for the public evaluation of
governmental performance;

(ii1) the seriousness of intrusion into the decedent and decedent
family’s privacy;

(iv) _ whether the disclosure is by the least intrusive means

available. including whether and to what degree redaction of some portions of
the autopsy report is appropriate; and

(v) the availability of similar information in other public records

regardless of form.

And that when so amended the bill ought to pass.

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to
Rule 43, the recommendation of amendment was agreed to, and third reading
of the bill was ordered.

Proposal of Amendment; Third Reading Ordered
H. 545.

Senator Lyons, for the Committee on Health and Welfare, to which was
referred House bill entitled:

An act relating to issuing immunization recommendations.

Reported recommending that the Senate propose to the House to amend the
bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

* * * Effective on Passage until July 1, 2031: Commissioner of Health’s
Immunization Recommendations * * *

Sec. 1. 18 V.S.A. § 1130 is amended to read:
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§ 1130. IMMUNIZATION FUNDING

(a) Asused in this section:

* ok 3k

(4) “lnmmunizations Recommended immunization” means vaeetnes a
vaccine or other immunizing agent that provides protection against a particular
disease or pathogen and the application of the waeeines immunization as
recommended by the practice guidelines for children and adults established by

the Advisory Conmnittee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) to the Centers for

Disease—Controland—Prevention(€PEC) Commissioner pursuant to section
1130a of this title.

* sk 3k

(b)(1) The Department ef—Health shall administer an immunization
program with the goals of ensuring universal access to vaeetnes recommended
immunizations fer-al-Vermenters at no charge to the individual and reducing
the cost at which the State may purchase waeeines recommended
immunizations. The Department shall purchase, provide for the distribution
of, and monitor the use of vaeeines recommended immunizations as provided
for in this subsection and subsection (c) of this section. The cost of the
vaeetnes recommended immunizations and an administrative surcharge shall
be reimbursed by health insurers as provided for in subsections (e) and (f) of
this section.

(2) The Department shall solicit, facilitate, and supervise the
participation of health care professionals, health care facilities, and health
insurers in the immunization program in order to accomplish the State’s goal
of universal access to recommended immunizations at the lowest practicable
cost to individuals, insurers, and State health care programs.

(3) The Department shall gather and analyze data regarding the
immunization program for the purpose of ensuring its quality and maximizing
protection of Vermonters against diseases preventable by waeeination
immunization.

(c) The Department shall determine which recommended immunizations
shall be purchased under the program. The immunization program shall

purchase wvaeeines recommended immunizations consistent with the goals of
the program from the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention or

another Vendor at the lowest avallable cost. lehe—Depaftmeﬁ-t—sh-aH—detem&He
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(d) The immunization program shall provide for distribution of the
vaeetnes recommended immunizations to health care professionals and health
care facilities for administration to patients.

(e) Health insurers shall remit to the Department the cost of wvaeeines
recommended immunizations, as established by the Commissioner efHealth
based on the recommendation of the Immunization Funding Advisory
Committee established in subsection (g) of this section.

(f) The Department shall charge each health insurer a surcharge for the
costs and administration of the immunization program. The surcharge shall be
deposited into an existing special fund and used solely for the purpose of
administering the program.

(g)(1) The Immunization Funding Advisory Committee is established to
provide the Commissioner efHealth with an annual per-member per-month
cost for vaeeines recommended immunizations for the pediatric population, an
annual per-member per-month cost for vaeeines recommended immunizations
for the adult population, and a recommendation for the amount of the yearly
vaeetre Immunization assessment. The Committee shall comprise the
following nine members:

(A) the Executive Officer of the Board of Pharmacy or designee;

(B) the Executive Director of the Green Mountain Care Board or
designee;

(C) a representatlve appomted by the Director of the Vermont
Blueprint for Health;nemin : : ntan ’

by-the-Commisstoner-of Health;
(D) three representatives of health insurers, one frem—each—-of each
appointed by the State’s largest three private health insurers, as determined by

the number of covered lives;-appeinted-by-the-Commissioner-ef Health;
(E) a representative, appointed by the Vermont chapter of the

American Academy of Pediatrics;—Verment—ehapter,—appeinted—by—the
Commissioner-of Health;

(F) a representative, appointed by the Vermont chapter of the

American Academy of Family Medicine;—Verment-chapter—appointed-by—the
Commissioner-of Health; and

(G) a representative of employers that self-insure for health
coverage, appointed by the Commissioner of Health.
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(2) The Committee shall select a chair from among its members at the
first meeting of each calendar year. The Committee shall receive
administrative and technical support from the Department ef Health.

(3) By On or before January 1 of each year, the Committee shall provide
to the Commissioner the annual fiscal assessment and the per-member per-
month cost for pediatric vaeeinres recommended immunizations based on the
total number of pediatric covered lives reported by health insurers and the per-
member per-month cost for adult vaeeines recommended immunizations based
on the total number of adult covered lives reported by health insurers.

(h) If federal purchase requirements do not further the goal of ensuring
universal access to waeeines recommended immunizations for all, the
Commissioner may, following consultation with the Immunization Funding
Advisory Committee, discontinue the program with six months’ advance
notice to all health care professionals and to all health insurers with Vermont
covered lives.

(i) The Department may adopt rules under 3 V.S.A. chapter 25 to
implement this section.

Sec. 2. 18 V.S.A. § 1130a is added to read:
§ 1130a. RECOMMENDED IMMUNIZATIONS

(a) The Commissioner shall periodically issue recommendations regarding:
(1) which immunizations children and adults are recommended to

IccC1ve,

(2) the age at which each immunization is recommended to be given;
(3) the number of immunization doses that are recommended to be

administered;

4) the recommended amount of time between doses of an

immunization; and

(5) any other recommendations regarding immunizations necessary to

promote the maintenance of public health and disease prevention in the State.

(b) Prior to issuing recommendations under subsection (a) of this section,

the Commissioner shall:

(1) consult with the Vermont Immunization Advisory Council,
established under section 1131 of this title; and

(2) consider recommendations for immunizations issued by the Centers

for Disease Control and Prevention’s Advisory Committee on Immunization
Practices (ACIP), the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP), the American
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Academy of Family Physicians (AAFP), the American College of
Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG), the American College of Physicians

(ACP), and any other organizations the Commissioner may deem necessary.

(¢) A health care professional who prescribes, dispenses, or administers an
immunization in accordance with the recommendations issued pursuant to

subsection (a) of this section shall be immune from civil and administrative
liability for immunization-caused adverse events, unless the health care
professional’s actions regarding prescribing, dispensing, or administering an

immunization constituted gross negligence, recklessness, or intentional
misconduct.

(d) The Commissioner may issue a standing order authorizing health care
professionals, including pharmacists, to prescribe, dispense, or administer
recommended immunizations, or any combination thereof, to the extent that

prescribing, dispensing, or administering recommended immunizations is
within the scope of the health care professional’s practice.

(e)(1) The Department shall prominently display information pertaining to

recommended immunizations and other relevant information on its website
including how to access recommended immunizations.

2) Any documents produced by the Department about the
recommended immunizations shall include a disclosure if the recommended
immunizations differ from the recommendations of the Vermont Immunization
Advisory Council.

As used in this section, “health care professional” and “recommended
immunization” have the same meanings as in section 1130 of this title.
Sec. 3. 18 V.S.A. § 1131 is amended to read:

§ 1131. VERMONT IMMUNIZATION ADVISORY COUNCIL

(a) Creation. There is created the Vermont Immunization Advisory
Council for the purpose of providing education policy, medical, and
epidemiological expertise and advice to the Department with regard to the
safety of immunizations and immunization schedules.

(b) Membership. The Council shall be composed of the following
members:

(1) a—representative the executive officer of the Vermont Board of
Medical Practice;-appeinted-by-the-Geverneor or designee;

(2) the Seeretaries Secretary of Human Services and-ef or designee;
(3) the Secretary of Education or their-destgnees designee;
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3)(4) a representative of public schools, appointed by the Governor;

4)(5) the State epidemiotogist Epidemiologist or designee;

(6) the Department of Health’s Immunization Program Manager or
designee;

(7) a practicing pediatrician, appointed by the Governor;

(8) two individuals who are professors, researchers, or physicians, or
any combination of these individuals, with expertise in infectious disease and
human immunizations, appointed by the Governor;

(9) a family or internal medicine physician, appointed by the Governor;

)(10) a representative—of—both—public—and—independent—schools;
appeinted-by-the-Geverner;-and practicing advanced practice registered nurse

licensed pursuant to 26 V.S.A. chapter 28, appointed by the Governor;

(11) a practicing pharmacist licensed pursuant 26 V.S.A. chapter 36,
appointed by the Governor; and

6)(12) any other persons deemed necessary by the Commissioner.
(c) Pewers-and-duties Duties.
(1) The Council shall:

H(A) review and make recommendations regarding the State’s
immunization schedule for attendance in schools and child care facilities; and

2)B) provide any other advice and expertise requested by the

Commissioner, including advice regarding recommended immunizations as
defined in section 1130 of this title.

(2) The Secretary of Education or designee and representative of public

schools shall not vote on advice regarding recommended immunizations as
defined in section 1130 of this title.

(d) Assistance. The Council shall have the administrative; and technical;
and-egal assistance of the Department.

(e) Meetings.

(1) The Council shall convene at the call of the Commissioner, but se
not less than once each year.

(2) The Council shall select a chair from among its members at the first
meeting who shall not be the Commissioner.

(3) A majority of the membership shall constitute a quorum.
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* * * Effective on Passage until July 1, 2031: Insurance Coverage for
Commissioner of Health’s Recommended Immunizations * * *

Sec. 4. 8 V.S.A. § 4042 is amended to read:

§ 4042. GROUP INSURANCE POLICIES; REQUIRED POLICY
PROVISIONS

* sk 3k

(b) Protections for covered individuals.

* %k 3k

(4) No cost sharing for preventive services.

(A) A group insurance policy shall not impose any co-payment,
coinsurance, or deductible requirements for:

* %k 3k

; . in—children,

18 V.S.A. § 1130;

* sk 3k

Sec. 5. 33 V.S.A. § 1811 is amended to read:

§ 1811. HEALTH BENEFIT PLANS FOR INDIVIDUALS AND SMALL
EMPLOYERS

* %k 3k

(d)(1) Guaranteed issue.

* %k 3k

(5)(A) No cost sharing for preventive services. A health benefit plan
shall not impose any co-payment, coinsurance, or deductible requirements for:

* ok 3k

; . in—children,

Control-andPrevention-withrespeet-to-the-individualinvelved as defined in 18
V.S.A. § 1130;



188 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE

* * * Effective on Passage until July 1, 2031: Pharmacist and Pharmacy
Technician Authority under the Commissioner of Health’s Immunization
Recommendations * * *

Sec. 6. 26 V.S.A. § 2023 is amended to read:
§ 2023. CLINICAL PHARMACY; PRESCRIBING

* sk 3k

(b) A pharmacist may prescribe in the following contexts:
* %k 3k
(2) State protocol.

(A) A pharmacist may prescribe, order, or administer in a manner
consistent with valid State protocols that are approved by the Commissioner of
Health after consultation with the Director of Professional Regulation and the
Board and the ability for public comment:

(i) opioid antagonists;

(i) epinephrine auto-injectors;

(ii1) tobacco cessation products;

(iv) tuberculin purified protein derivative products;

(v) self-administered hormonal contraceptives, including
subcutaneous depot medroxyprogesterone acetate;

(vi) dietary fluoride supplements;

(vii) recommended immunizations as defined in 18 V.S.A. § 1130
for patients 18 years of age or older;-vaeeinationsrecommended-by-the-Centers

(viii) for patients five years of age or older, influenza vaeeine
immunization, COVID-19 waeeine immunization, and subsequent formulations
or combination products thereof consistent with the recommendations
established in accordance with 18 V.S.A. § 1130a;

* %k 3k

Sec. 7. 26 V.S.A. § 2042a is amended to read:

§ 2042a. PHARMACY TECHNICIANS; QUALIFICATIONS FOR
REGISTRATION

* ok 3k
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(c) Pharmacy technicians shall only administer immunizations:

(1) when a licensed pharmacist who is trained to immunize is present
and able to assist with the immunization, as needed;

(2) pursuant to:

(A) a valid prescription by a practitioner;

(B) a standing order made by the Commissioner of Health; or

(C) a protocol approved by the Commissioner of Health under
subdivision 2023(b)(2)(A) of this title; and

(3) to patients;

(A) 18 years of age or older;—as—established—in—subdivision
2023} DAY vit)-and-the resulting-State-preteeel; and

2)(B) to—patients five years of age or older; seeking an influenza
vaeetre immunization, COVID-19 waeeine immunization, and subsequent

formulations or combmatlon products thereof—m—&eeefdaﬁee—w%h—subé:%eﬁ

te) Pharmacy technicians performing COVID-19 tests shall do so only:

(1) when a licensed pharmacist who is trained to perform COVID-19
tests is present and able to assist with the test, as needed;

(2) in accordance with a State protocol adopted under subdivision
2023(b)(2)(A)(x) of this title; and

(3) in accordance with rules adopted by the Board.
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H(e) The Board may adopt rules regarding the administration of
immunizations and the performance of COVID-19 tests by pharmacy
technicians.

* % * Effective on July 1, 2031: Restoring Certain Immunization
Recommendation Processes * * *

Sec. 8. 18 V.S.A. § 1130 is amended to read:
§ 1130. IMMUNIZATION FUNDING

(a) Asused in this section:

* %k 3k

(4) ‘“Recommended—immunization Immunization” means a vaccine or
other immunizing agent that provides protection against a particular disease or
pathogen and the application of the immunizations as recommended by the
practice guidelines for children and adults established by the Cemmissioner

pursuant-to-seetion—H30a-of this-title Advisory Committee on Immunization
Practices (ACIP) to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

* %k 3k

(b)(1) The Department of Health shall administer an immunization
program with the goals of ensuring universal access to recommended
immunizations at no charge to the individual and reducing the cost at which
the State may purchase recommended immunizations. The Department shall
purchase, provide for the distribution of, and monitor the use of recommended
immunizations as provided for in this subsection and subsection (c) of this
section. The cost of the reecommended immunizations and an administrative
surcharge shall be reimbursed by health insurers as provided for in subsections
(e) and (f) of this section.

(2) The Department shall solicit, facilitate, and supervise the
participation of health care professionals, health care facilities, and health
insurers in the immunization program in order to accomplish the State’s goal
of universal access to recommended immunizations at the lowest practicable
cost to individuals, insurers, and State health care programs.

(3) The Department shall gather and analyze data regarding the
immunization program for the purpose of ensuring its quality and maximizing
protection of Vermonters against diseases preventable by immunization.

sh-al—l—be—pﬂfeh-ased—uﬂder—ﬂ&e—pfegmm— The 1mmumzat10n program shall
purchase recommended immunizations eensistent—with—the—goals—ef—the

program from the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention er
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another—vendeor at the lowest available cost. The Department shall determine

annually which immunizations for adults shall be purchased under the
program.

(d) The immunization program shall provide for distribution of the
reecommended immunizations to health care professionals and health care
facilities for administration to patients.

(e) Health insurers shall remit to the Department the cost of recommended
immunizations, as established by the Commissioner based on the
recommendation of the Immunization Funding Advisory Committee
established in subsection (g) of this section.

(f) The Department shall charge each health insurer a surcharge for the
costs and administration of the immunization program. The surcharge shall be
deposited into an existing special fund and used solely for the purpose of
administering the program.

(g)(1) The Immunization Funding Advisory Committee is established to
provide the Commissioner with an annual per-member per-month cost for
reeommended immunizations for the pediatric population, an annual per-
member per-month cost for recemmended immunizations for the adult
population, and a recommendation for the amount of the yearly immunization
assessment. The Committee shall comprise the following nine members:

* %k 3k

(2) The Committee shall select a chair from among its members at the
first meeting of each calendar year. The Committee shall receive
administrative and technical support from the Department.

(3) On or before January 1 of each year, the Committee shall provide to
the Commissioner the annual fiscal assessment and the per-member per-month
cost for pediatric recommended immunizations based on the total number of
pediatric covered lives reported by health insurers and the per-member per-
month cost for adult recommended immunizations based on the total number
of adult covered lives reported by health insurers.

(h) If federal purchase requirements do not further the goal of ensuring
universal access to recommended immunizations for all, the Commissioner
may, following consultation with the Immunization Funding Advisory
Committee, discontinue the program with six months’ advance notice to all
health care professionals and to all health insurers with Vermont covered lives.

(i) The Department may adopt rules under 3 V.S.A. chapter 25 to
implement this section.
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Sec. 9. 18 V.S.A. § 1131 is amened to read:
§ 1131. VERMONT IMMUNIZATION ADVISORY COUNCIL

(a) Creation. There is created the Vermont Immunization Advisory
Council for the purpose of providing education policy, medical, and
epidemiological expertise and advice to the Department with regard to the
safety of immunizations and immunization schedules.

% %k %k
(c) Duties.
b The Council shall:

(1) review and make recommendations regarding the State’s
immunization schedule for attendance in schools and child care facilities; and

€B9(_) prov1de any other adv1ce and expertise requested by the

(e) Meetings.

(1) The Council shall convene at the call of the Commissioner, but not
less than once each year.

(2) The Council shall select a chair from among its members at the first
meeting whe-shallnet-be-the-Commisstoner.

(3) A majority of the membership shall constitute a quorum.

* % * Effective on July 1, 2031: Restoring the Current Insurance Coverage for
Immunizations in Effect Prior to Passage * * *

Sec. 10. 8 V.S.A. § 4042 is amended to read:

§ 4042. GROUP INSURANCE POLICIES; REQUIRED POLICY
PROVISIONS

* %k 3k

(b) Protections for covered individuals.

* sk 3k

(4) No cost sharing for preventive services.
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(A) A group insurance policy shall not impose any co-payment,
coinsurance, or deductible requirements for:

* ok 3k

(ii) recommended immunizations as-defined-in18V-S-A-—§H30

for routine use in children, adolescents, and adults that have in effect a

recommendation from the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices of
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention with respect to the individual
involved;

* %k 3k

Sec. 11. 33 V.S.A. § 1811 is amended to read:

§ 1811. HEALTH BENEFIT PLANS FOR INDIVIDUALS AND SMALL
EMPLOYERS

* sk 3k

(d)(1) Guaranteed issue.

(A) A registered carrier shall guarantee acceptance of all individuals
and their dependents for any health benefit plan offered by the carrier in the
individual market, regardless of any outstanding premium amount a subscriber
may owe to the carrier for coverage provided during the previous plan year.

* %k 3k

(5)(A) No cost sharing for preventive services. A health benefit plan
shall not impose any co-payment, coinsurance, or deductible requirements for:

* %k 3k

(i1) recommended immunizations as-defined—18-V-S-A—§H30

for routine use in children, adolescents, and adults that have in effect a

recommendation from the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices of
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention with respect to the individual
involved;

* ok 3k

* % * Effective on July 1, 2031: Restoring Current Pharmacist and Pharmacy
Technician Authority in Effect Prior to Passage * * *

Sec. 12. 26 V.S.A. § 2023 is amended to read:
§ 2023. CLINICAL PHARMACY; PRESCRIBING

* ok 3k

(b) A pharmacist may prescribe in the following contexts:
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* %k 3k

(2) State protocol.

(A) A pharmacist may prescribe, order, or administer in a manner
consistent with valid State protocols that are approved by the Commissioner of
Health after consultation with the Director of Professional Regulation and the
Board and the ability for public comment:

(i) opioid antagonists;

(i) epinephrine auto-injectors;

(ii1) tobacco cessation products;

(iv) tuberculin purified protein derivative products;

(v) self-administered hormonal contraceptives, including
subcutaneous depot medroxyprogesterone acetate;

(vi) dietary fluoride supplements;
(vil) recommendedimmunizationsas-definedin I8 V-SA—$H30

for patients 18 years of age or older, vaccinations recommended by the Centers

for Disease Control and Prevention’s Advisory Committee on Immunization
Practices (ACIP) and administered consistently with the ACIP-approved

immunization schedules, as may be amended from time to time;

(viii)  for patients five years of age or older, influenza
immunization vaccine, COVID-19 immunizatien vaccine, and subsequent
formulations or combination products thereof eensistent—with—the

recommendations established in accordance with 18 V.S A § 1130a;
% %k %k

Sec. 13. [Deleted.]

* % * Effective on July 1, 2031: Repeal of Immunization Recommendations

* % %
Sec. 14. REPEAL; IMMUNIZATION RECOMMENDATIONS

18 V.S.A. § 1130a (recommended immunizations) is repealed on July 1,
2031.

* * * Effective Dates * * *
Sec. 15. EFFECTIVE DATES
(a) This section, Secs. 1-7, and Sec. 14 shall take effect on passage.
(b) Secs. 813 shall take effect on July 1, 2031.
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And that the bill ought to pass in concurrence with such proposal of
amendment.

Senator Lyons, for the Committee on Appropriations, to which the bill was
referred, reported recommending that the bill ought to pass in concurrence
with proposal of amendment as recommended by the Committee on Health
and Welfare.

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to
Rule 43, the proposal of amendment was agreed to, and third reading of the
bill was ordered.

Point of Privilege Journalized

During announcements, on a point of personal privilege, Senator Baruth
addressed the Senate, and on motion of Senator Ram Hinsdale, his remarks
were ordered entered in the Journal, and are as follows:

“Senators:
“I’ll close today with a moment of personal privilege.

“As of today, I’ve served nearly sixteen years in this chamber, and before
that I served four years as a school board member in the Burlington school
district. That’s fully twenty years of public service. And when the next
biennium begins this coming January, I will be turning 65 years old. To my
mind at least, there’s only one good thing about turning 65 — only one good
thing: you don’t need any further reason to lay down some of your work and
some of your tools.

“So I will be retiring from the Senate when this year winds down. My
name will not appear on any ballot, and of course that means I will not be a
candidate for President pro tempore when the Democratic caucus meets this
November to choose a leader. I tell you these things today
because the good people of my district — the Chittenden Central District —
deserve time to make a well-considered choice as to who will replace me.

“The same holds true for this chamber.

“I have always believed those conversations should be longer rather than
shorter; there are talented senators and candidates coming up behind me who
deserve time to make their case. I think it’s important as well that Inot
endorse anyone for Senate or for President pro tempore, but as we
go forward I’1l be happy to offer my confidential advice to anyone seeking it.

“To be clear, I will continue to do my level human best to lead this
chamber, until the very last vote of the 2025-2026 biennium. We have
many difficult decisions still ahead of us. And I am absolutely ride or die until
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January. But at that point, I will return to writing and teaching and the
majority of you will return to this chamber, which is very much as it should
be.

“On the last night of the session, I promise tobore you all with
some longer, more sentimental parting remarks. For now though, I’ll just call
the question:

“The Senator from Chittenden Southeast has moved that the Senate stand in
adjournment until 9:30 a.m. Tuesday February 24th, 2026. Are you ready for
that question? ”’

House Concurrent Resolutions

The following joint concurrent resolutions having been placed on the
consent calendar on the preceding legislative day, and no Senator having
requested floor consideration as provided by the Joint Rules of the Senate and
House of Representatives, were adopted in concurrence:

Offered by Reps. Greer and others,
Offered by Sens. Bongartz and Plunkett,
H.C.R. 204.

House concurrent resolution congratulating the National Hanger Company
of North Bennington on its centennial anniversary.

Offered by the House Committee on Appropriations,
H.C.R. 205.

House concurrent resolution honoring Maria Blair on her exemplary career
as a dedicated staff member at the Joint Fiscal Office.

Offered by Reps. Greer and others,
Offered by Sens. Bongartz and Plunkett,
H.C.R. 206.

House concurrent resolution commemorating the 160th anniversary of the
Park-McCullough Historic Governor’s Mansion in Bennington.

Offered by Reps. Morgan and others,
Offered by Senator Brennan,
H.C.R. 207.

House concurrent resolution congratulating the Grand Isle Volunteer Fire
Department on 75 years of serving the community.
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Offered by Reps. Waszazak and others,
H.C.R. 208.

House concurrent resolution honoring Selectboard Chair Alyssa Joyce
Johnson for her dedicated service on behalf of the Town of Waterbury and
applauding the good work she facilitated during her tenure.

Offered by Reps. Burrows and Bartholomew,
Offered by Senators Clarkson, Major and White,
H.C.R. 209.

House concurrent resolution in memory of former West Windsor Town
Moderator Matthew T. Birmingham III.

Offered by Rep. Conlon,
Offered by Senators Hardy and Heffernan,
H.C.R. 210.

House concurrent resolution honoring Ripton Selectboard Chair Laureen
Cox for her exemplary municipal public service.

Offered by Rep. Sibilia,
H.C.R. 211.

House concurrent resolution honoring the decades of extraordinary civic
participation and leadership of Lexa and Steve Clark in the Town of Jamaica.

Adjournment

On motion of Senator Lyons, the Senate adjourned, to reconvene on
Tuesday, February 24, 2026, at nine o’clock and thirty minutes in the forenoon
pursuant to J.R.S. 41.



