Journal of the Senate

FRIDAY, JANUARY 9, 2026
The Senate was called to order by the President.
Devotional Exercises
A moment of silence was observed in lieu of devotions.
Message from the House No. 2

A message was received from the House of Representatives by Ms.
Courtney Reckord, its Second Assistant Clerk, as follows:

Mr. President:
I am directed to inform the Senate that:

The House has considered joint resolutions originating in the Senate of the
following titles:

J.R.S. 29. Joint resolution relating to weekend adjournment on January 9,
2026.

J.R.S. 31. Joint resolution relating to Town Meeting adjournment.
And has adopted the same in concurrence.

Message from the House No. 3

A message was received from the House of Representatives by Ms.
Courtney Reckord, its Second Assistant Clerk, as follows:

Mr. President:
I am directed to inform the Senate that:
The House has adopted joint resolution of the following title:

J.R.H. 6. Joint resolution authorizing the Green Mountain Boys State
educational program to use the State House facilities on June 25, 2026.

In the adoption of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.
The House has adopted House concurrent resolutions of the following titles:

H.C.R. 155. House concurrent resolution honoring Melvin and Susan
Coburn for their nearly half-century of superb proprietorship of Coburns’
General Store in South Strafford and congratulating the Strafford Community
Trust on a successful fundraising campaign to preserve this historic mercantile
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establishment.

H.C.R. 156. House concurrent resolution honoring Timothy McNamara
for his outstanding public service in environmental and municipal law
enforcement.

H.C.R. 157. House concurrent resolution congratulating the Thetford
Academy Panthers on winning a sixth consecutive Division III boys’ track and
field championship and for their victories and record-setting performances at
the 2025 New England Interscholastic Outdoor Track and Field championship.

H.C.R. 158. House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2025 Thetford
Academy Panthers’ Division III championship baseball team.

H.C.R. 159. House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2025 Milton
High School Yellowjackets Division II championship boys’ soccer team.

H.C.R. 160. House concurrent resolution congratulating Shirley Young
Cooper on her centennial birthday.

H.C.R. 161. House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2025
Montpelier High School Solons Division III championship field hockey team.

H.C.R. 162. House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2025
Colchester High School Lakers Division II championship football team.

In the adoption of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.
Joint Resolution Placed on Calendar
J.R.H. 6.

Joint resolution originating in the House of the following title was read the
first time and is as follows:

Joint resolution authorizing the Green Mountain Boys State educational
program to use the State House facilities on June 25, 2026.

Whereas, the American Legion Department of Vermont sponsors the Green
Mountain Boys State educational program, providing a group of boys entering
the 12th grade a special opportunity to study the workings of State
government, including conducting a mock legislative session at the State
House, and

Whereas, this special experience is a unique civic lesson of lasting value for
the participants, now therefore be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives:

That subject to the determination of and limitations that the Sergeant at
Arms may establish, the Green Mountain Boys State educational program is
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authorized to use the chambers and committee rooms of the State House on
Thursday, June 25, 2026, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:15 p.m., and be it further

Resolved: That the Secretary of State be directed to send a copy of this
resolution to the American Legion Department of Vermont.

Thereupon, in the discretion of the President, under Rule 51, the joint
resolution was placed on the Calendar for action the next legislative day.

Bills Introduced

Senate bills of the following titles were introduced, read the first time and
referred:

S. 226.
By Senators Clarkson and Hardy,
An act relating to the creation of the Vermont Sister State Program.

To the Committee on Economic Development, Housing and General
Affairs.

S. 227.
By Senators Gulick, Vyhovsky, Major, Ram Hinsdale and White,
An act relating to creating immigration protocols in Vermont schools.
To the Committee on Education.

S. 228.

By Senators Vyhovsky, Hardy, Perchlik, Plunkett, Ram Hinsdale, Watson
and White,

An act relating to collective bargaining over remote, in-person, and hybrid
work standards for State employees.

To the Committee on Government Operations.
S. 229.
By Senators Vyhovsky, Hardy and White,

An act relating to compensation and health insurance for members of the
General Assembly.

To the Committee on Government Operations.
S. 230.
By Senator Perchlik,

An act relating to flexible working arrangements.
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To the Committee on Economic Development, Housing and General
Affairs.

S. 231.
By Senators Hardy, Brock, Clarkson, Gulick, Lyons, Major and Williams,
An act relating to a family caregiver tax credit.
To the Committee on Finance.

S. 232.

By Senators Hardy, Chittenden, Clarkson, Gulick, Hashim, Lyons, Major,
Vyhovsky and White,

An act relating to public libraries and the Department of Libraries.
To the Committee on Education.

S. 233.
By Senators White, Clarkson and Major,

An act relating to establishing a special education family advocacy pilot
program.

To the Committee on Health and Welfare.
S. 234.
By Senators Westman and Baruth,
An act relating to the Vermont Green FC license plate.
To the Committee on Transportation.
S. 235.
By Senator Westman,

An act relating to the reporting and disclosure of motor vehicle diagnostics
and service history.

To the Committee on Transportation.
S. 236.
By Senators Clarkson and Westman,
An act relating to vinous beverage manufacturers and fourth-class licenses.

To the Committee on Economic Development, Housing and General
Affairs.
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House Concurrent Resolutions

The following joint concurrent resolutions having been placed on the
consent calendar on the preceding legislative day, and no Senator having
requested floor consideration as provided by the Joint Rules of the Senate and
House of Representatives, were adopted in concurrence:

Offered by Reps. Masland and Holcombe,
H.C.R. 155.

House concurrent resolution honoring Melvin and Susan Coburn for their
nearly half-century of superb proprietorship of Coburns’ General Store in
South Strafford and congratulating the Strafford Community Trust on a
successful fundraising campaign to preserve this historic mercantile
establishment.

Offered by Rep. Noyes,
H.C.R. 156.

House concurrent resolution honoring Timothy McNamara for his
outstanding public service in environmental and municipal law enforcement.

Offered by Reps. Masland and Holcombe,
Offered by Senators Clarkson, Major and White,
H.C.R. 157.

House concurrent resolution congratulating the Thetford Academy Panthers
on winning a sixth consecutive Division III boys’ track and field championship
and for their victories and record-setting performances at the 2025 New
England Interscholastic Outdoor Track and Field championship.

Offered by Reps. Masland and Holcombe,
Offered by Senators Clarkson, Major and White,
H.C.R. 158.

House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2025 Thetford Academy
Panthers’ Division III championship baseball team.

Offered by Reps. Steady and others,
Offered by Senator Mattos,
H.C.R. 159.

House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2025 Milton High School
Yellowjackets Division II championship boys’ soccer team.
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Offered by Reps. Emmons and Morris,
H.C.R. 160.

House concurrent resolution congratulating Shirley Young Cooper on her
centennial birthday.

Offered by Reps. McCann and Casey,
Offered by Senators Cummings, Perchlik and Watson,
H.C.R. 161.

House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2025 Montpelier High
School Solons Division III championship field hockey team.

Offered by Reps. Austin and others,
Offered by Senators Brennan, Baruth, Gulick and Vyhovsky,
H.C.R. 162.

House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2025 Colchester High
School Lakers Division II championship football team.

Adjournment

On motion of Senator Baruth, the Senate adjourned, to reconvene on
Tuesday, January 13, 2026, at nine o’clock and thirty minutes in the forenoon
pursuant to J.R.S. 29.



