Journal of the Senate

THURSDAY, MAY 29, 2025
The Senate was called to order by the President.
Devotional Exercises
A moment of silence was observed in lieu of devotions.
Message from the Governor

A message was received from His Excellency, the Governor, by Mr. Jason
G. Gibbs, Secretary of Civil and Military Affairs, as follows:

Mr. President:

I am directed by the Governor to inform the Senate that on the twenty-
eighth day of May, 2025, he approved and signed bills originating in the
Senate of the following titles:

S. 50. An act relating to increasing the size of solar net metering projects
that qualify for expedited registration.

S. 87. An act relating to extradition procedures.

S. 117. An act relating to wage and hour, unemployment compensation,
and workers' compensation.

Message from the House No. 73

A message was received from the House of Representatives by Ms.
Courtney Reckord, its Second Assistant Clerk, as follows:

Mr. President:
I am directed to inform the Senate that:

The House has considered the report of the Committee of Conference upon
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on Senate bill of the following title:

S. 12. An act relating to sealing criminal history records.

And has adopted the same on its part.
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Message from the Governor
Appointments Referred

A message was received from the Governor, by Ms. Jaye Pershing Johnson,
Secretary of Civil and Military Affairs, submitting the following appointments,
which were referred to committees as indicated:

Brown, Peter of Manchester, NH - Member of the Council for Equitable
Youth Justice - from April 28, 2025 to February 28, 2026.

To the Committee on Judiciary.

Chase, Heather of Chester - Member of the Vermont Economic Progress
Council - from April 28, 2025 to March 31, 2029.

To the Committee on Economic Development, Housing and General
Affairs.

Chicoine, Angela A. of Essex Junction - Member of the Parole Board -
from April 28, 2025 to February 29, 2028.

To the Committee on Institutions.

Corey, Jeftrey of Fairfax - Member of the Fish and Wildlife Board - from
March 5, 2025 to February 28, 2031.

To the Committee on Natural Resources and Energy.

Keane, Michael of North Bennington - Member of the Vermont Economic
Progress Council - from April 28, 2025 to March 31, 2029.

To the Committee on Economic Development, Housing and General
Affairs.

King, Mercedes of White River Junction - Member of the Council for
Equitable Youth Justice - from April 28, 2025 to February 28, 2028.

To the Committee on Judiciary.

Loranger, Pamela of Colchester - Member of the Transportation Board -
from March 1, 2025 to February 29, 2028.

To the Committee on Transportation.

Nicholson, Mark of Danville - Member of the Transportation Board - from
March 1, 2025 to February 29, 2028.

To the Committee on Transportation.
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Nicholson, Mark of Danville - Member of the Vermont Economic Progress
Council - from April 28, 2025 to March 31, 2029.

To the Committee on Economic Development, Housing and General
Affairs.

Robinson, Robert of Cambridge - Member of the Transportation Board -
from March 7, 2025 to February 29, 2028.

To the Committee on Transportation.

Samson, Kaj of Montpelier - Commissioner, Department of Financial
Regulation, Department of - from April 14, 2025 to February 28, 2027.

To the Committee on Finance.

Smith, Rachel of St. Albans - Member of the Vermont Economic Progress
Council - from April 28, 2025 to March 31, 2029.

To the Committee on Economic Development, Housing and General
Affairs.

Zalinger, Phil of Montpelier - Member of the Transportation Board - from
March 1, 2025 to February 29, 2028.

To the Committee on Transportation.
House Proposal of Amendment Concurred In with Amendment
S. 69.
House proposal of amendment to Senate bill entitled:
An act relating to an age-appropriate design code.
Was taken up.

The House proposes to the Senate to amend the bill by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 9 V.S.A. chapter 62, subchapter 6 is added to read:
Subchapter 6. Vermont Age-Appropriate Design Code Act
§ 2449a. DEFINITIONS

As used in this subchapter:

(1)(A) “Affiliate” means a legal entity that shares common branding

with another legal entity or controls, is controlled by, or is under common
control with another legal entity.

(B) As used in subdivision (A) of this subdivision (1), “control” or
“controlled” means:
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(1) ownership of, or the power to vote, more than 50 percent of the
outstanding shares of any class of voting security of a company;

(ii) control in any manner over the election of a majority of the

directors or of individuals exercising similar functions; or

(ii1))  the power to exercise controlling influence over the
management of a company.

(2) “Age assurance” encompasses a range of methods used to determine,

estimate, or communicate the age or an age range of an online user.

(3) “Age range” means either an interval with an upper and lower age
limit or a label indicating age above or below a specific age.

(4) “Algorithmic recommendation system’ means a system that uses an
algorithm to select, filter, and arrange media on a covered business’s website
for the purpose of selecting, recommending, or prioritizing media for a user.

(5)(A) ‘“Biometric data” means data generated from the technological
processing of an individual’s unique biological, physical, or physiological
characteristics that allow or confirm the unique identification of the consumer,

including:

(1) iris or retina scans;

(ii) fingerprints;

(ii1) facial or hand mapping, geometry, or templates;

(iv) vein patterns;

(v) voice prints or vocal biomarkers: and

(vi) gait or personally identifying physical movement or patterns.

(B) “Biometric data” does not include:

(1) a digital or physical photograph;

(i1) an audio or video recording: or

(ii1) any data generated from a digital or physical photograph, or
an audio or video recording, unless such data is generated to identify a specific
individual.

(6) “Business associate” has the same meaning as in the Health
Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996, Pub. L. No. 104-191
(HIPAA).

(7) “Collect” means buying, renting, gathering, obtaining, receiving, or

accessing any personal data by any means. This includes receiving data from
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the consumer, either actively or passively, or by observing the consumer’s
behavior.

(8) “Compulsive use” means the repetitive use of a covered business’s
service that materially disrupts one or more major life activities of a minor,
including sleeping, eating, learning, reading, concentrating, communicating, or
working.

(9(A) “Consumer” means an individual who is a resident of the State.

(B) “Consumer” does not include an individual acting in a

commercial or employment context or as an employee, owner, director, officer,
or contractor of a company, partnership, sole proprietorship, nonprofit, or

government agency whose communications or transactions with the covered
business occur solely within the context of that individual’s role with the
company, partnership, sole proprietorship, nonprofit, or government agency.

(10)  “Covered business” means a sole proprietorship, partnership,

limited liability company, corporation, association, other legal entity, or an
affiliate thereof:

(A) that conducts business in this State:

(B) that generates a majority of its annual revenue from online

services;
(C) whose online products, services, or features are reasonably likely
to be accessed by a minor;

(D) that collects consumers’ personal data or has consumers’
personal data collected on its behalf by a processor; and

(E) that alone or jointly with others determines the purposes and

means of the processing of consumers personal data.

(11) “Covered entity” has the same meaning as in HIPAA.

(12) “Covered minor” is a consumer who a covered business actually

knows is a minor or labels as a minor pursuant to age assurance methods in
rules adopted by the Attorney General.

(13)  “Default” means a preselected option adopted by the covered
business for the online service, product, or feature.
(14) “De-identified data” means data that does not identify and cannot

reasonably be used to infer information about, or otherwise be linked to, an
identified or identifiable individual, or a device linked to the individual, if the

covered business that possesses the data:
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(A)(1) takes reasonable measures to ensure that the data cannot be
used to reidentify an identified or identifiable individual or be associated with

an individual or device that identifies or is linked or reasonably linkable to an
individual or household; and

(i1) for purposes of this subdivision (A), “reasonable measures”
includes the de-identification requirements set forth under 45 C.F.R. § 164.514
(other requirements relating to uses and disclosures of protected health

information);
(B) publicly commits to process the data only in a de-identified

fashion and not attempt to reidentify the data: and

(C) contractually obligates any recipients of the data to comply with
all provisions of this subchapter.

(15) “Derived data” means data that is created by the derivation of
information, data, assumptions, correlations, inferences, predictions, or
conclusions from facts, evidence, or another source of information or data
about a minor or a minor’s device.

(16) “Genetic data” means any data. regardless of its format, that results

from the analysis of a biological sample of an individual, or from another

source enabling equivalent information to be obtained, and concerns genetic
material, including deoxyribonucleic acids (DNA). ribonucleic acids (RNA),

genes, chromosomes, alleles, genomes, alterations or modifications to DNA or

RNA, single nucleotide polymorphisms (SNPs), epigenetic markers,

uninterpreted data that results from analysis of the biological sample or other
source, and any information extrapolated, derived, or inferred therefrom.

(17) “Identified or identifiable individual” means an individual who can
be readily identified, directly or indirectly, including by reference to an

identifier such as a name, an identification number, specific geolocation data,
or an online identifier.

(18) “Known adult” is a consumer who a covered business actually
knows is an adult or labels as an adult pursuant to age assurance methods in
rules adopted by the Attorney General.

(19) “Minor” means an individual under 18 vyears of age.

(20) “Online service, product, or feature” means a digital product that is

accessible to the public via the internet, including a website or application, and
does not mean any of the following:

(A) telecommunications service, as defined in 47 U.S.C. § 153;
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(B) a broadband internet access service as defined in 47 C.F.R.

§ 54.400; or

(C) _the sale, delivery, or use of a physical product.

(21)(A) “‘Personal data” means any information, including derived data
and unique identifiers, that is linked or reasonably linkable, alone or in
combination with other information, to an identified or identifiable individual

or to a device that identifies, is linked to, or is reasonably linkable to one or
more identified or identifiable individuals in a household.

(B) Personal data does not include de-identified data or publicly
available information.

(22) “Process” or “processing” means any operation or set of operations
performed, whether by manual or automated means, on personal data or on
sets of personal data. such as the collection, use, storage, disclosure, analysis,

deletion, modification, or otherwise handling of personal data.
(23) “Processor” means a person who processes personal data on behalf

of:

(A) a covered business;

(B) another processor; or

(C) a federal, state. tribal, or local government entity.

(24) “Profiling” means any form of automated processing performed on

personal data to evaluate, analyze, or predict personal aspects, including an
individual’s economic _situation, health, personal preferences, interests,
reliability, behavior, location, movements, or identifying characteristics.

(25)(A) “Publicly available information” means information that:

(1) is made available through federal, state, or local government
records or to the general public from widely distributed media; or

(i1) a covered business has a reasonable basis to believe that the
consumer has lawfully made available to the general public.

(B) “Publicly available information” does not include:

(i) biometric data collected by a business about a consumer
without the consumer’s knowledge;

(i1)  information that is collated and combined to create a
consumer profile that is made available to a user of a publicly available

website either in exchange for payment or free of charge;

(ii1) information that is made available for sale;
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(iv) an inference that is generated from the information described
in subdivision (ii) or (iii) of this subdivision (25)(B);

(v) _any obscene visual depiction, as defined in 18 U.S.C. § 1460;

(vi) personal data that is created through the combination of
personal data with publicly available information;

(vii) genetic data, unless otherwise made publicly available by the
consumer to whom the information pertains;

(viii) information provided by a consumer on a website or online
service made available to all members of the public, for free or for a fee,
where the consumer has maintained a reasonable expectation of privacy in the
information, such as by restricting the information to a specific audience; or

(ix) intimate images, authentic or computer-generated, known to
be nonconsensual.

(26) “Reasonably likely to be accessed” means an online service,

product, or feature that is reasonably likely to be accessed by a covered minor
based on any of the following indicators:

(A) the online service, product, or feature is directed to children, as
defined by the Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act, 15 U.S.C. §§ 6501—
6506 and the Federal Trade Commission rules implementing that Act;

(B) the online service, product, or feature is determined, based on

competent and reliable evidence regarding audience composition, to be
routinely accessed by an audience that is composed of at least two percent

minors two through 17 years of age;

(C) the audience of the online service, product, or feature is
determined, based on internal company research, to be composed of at least
two percent minors two through 17 years of age; or

(D) the covered business knew or should have known that at least

two percent of the audience of the online service, product, or feature includes
minors two through 17 years of age, provided that, in making this assessment,
the business shall not collect or process any personal data that is not
reasonably necessary to provide an online service, product, or feature with
which a minor is actively and knowingly engaged.

(27 (A) “Social media platform” means a public or semipublic internet-

based service or application that is primarily intended to connect and allow a
user to socially interact within such service or application and enables a user

to:
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(1) construct a public or semipublic profile for the purposes of
signing into and using such service or application;

(i1) populate a public list of other users with whom the user shares
a social connection within such service or application: or

(ii1) create or post content that is viewable by other users,
including content on message boards and in chat rooms, and that presents the
user with content generated by other users.

(B) “Social media platform” does not mean a public or semipublic
internet-based service or application that:

(1) exclusively provides email or direct messaging services; or

(i1) _is used by and under the direction of an educational entity,
including a learning management system or a student engagement program.

(28) “Third party” means a natural or legal person, public authority,
agency, or body other than the covered minor or the covered business.
§ 2449b. EXCLUSIONS

This subchapter does not apply to:

(1) a federal, state, tribal, or local government entity in the ordinary
course of its operation;

(2) protected health information that a covered entity or business
associate processes in accordance with, or documents that a covered entity or
business associate creates for the purpose of complying with, HIPAA:

(3) information used only for public health activities and purposes
described in 45 C.F.R. § 164.512;

(4) information that identifies a consumer in connection with:

(A) activities that are subject to the Federal Policy for the Protection
of Human Subjects as set forth in 45 C.F.R. Part 46;

(B) research on human subjects undertaken in accordance with good
clinical practice guidelines issued by the International Council for

Harmonisation of Technical Requirements for Pharmaceuticals for Human
Use;

(C) _activities that are subject to the protections provided in 21 C.F.R.
Part 50 and 21 C.F.R. Part 56: or

(D) research conducted in accordance with the requirements set forth
in subdivisions (A)—(C) of this subdivision (4) or otherwise in accordance with
State or federal law;
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(5) an entity whose primary purpose is journalism as defined in
12 V.S.A. § 1615(a)(2) and that has a majority of its workforce consisting of

individuals engaging in journalism; and

(6) a financial institution subject to Title V of the Gramm-Leach-Bliley
Act, Pub. L. No. 106-102, and regulations adopted to implement that act.

§ 2449¢. MINIMUM DUTY OF CARE
(a) A covered business that processes a covered minor’s data in any

capacity owes a minimum duty of care to the covered minor.

(b) As used in this subchapter, “a minimum duty of care” means the use of

the personal data of a covered minor and the design of an online service,
product, or feature will not result in:

(1) reasonably foreseeable emotional distress as defined in 13 V.S.A.

§ 1061(2) to a covered minor;

(2) reasonably foreseeable compulsive use of the online service,
product, or feature by a covered minor; or

(3) discrimination against a covered minor based upon race, ethnicity,
sex, disability, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, religion,
or national origin.

(c) The content of the media viewed by a covered minor shall not establish

emotional distress, compulsive use, or discrimination, as those terms are used
in subsection (b) of this section.

(d) Nothing in this section shall be construed to require a covered business

to prevent or preclude a covered minor from accessing or viewing any piece of
media or category of media.

§ 2449d. REQUIRED DEFAULT PRIVACY SETTINGS AND TOOLS

(a) Default privacy settings.

(1) A covered business shall configure all default privacy settings
provided to a covered minor through the online service, product, or feature to
the highest level of privacy, including the following default settings:

(A) not displaying the existence of the covered minor’s account on a
social media platform to any known adult user unless the covered minor has
expressly and unambiguously allowed a specific known adult user to view

their account or has expressly and unambiguously chosen to make their
account’s existence public;

(B) not displaying media created or posted by the covered minor on
a social media platform to any known adult user unless the covered minor has
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expressly and unambiguously allowed a specific known adult user to view

their media or has expressly and unambiguously chosen to make their media
publicly available:

(C) not permitting any known adult users to like, comment on, or
otherwise provide feedback on the covered minor’s media on a social media

platform unless the covered minor has expressly and unambiguously allowed a
specific known adult user to do so;

(D) not permitting direct messaging on a social media platform

between the covered minor and any known adult user unless the covered minor

has expressly and unambiguously decided to allow direct messaging with a
specific known adult user;

(E) not displaying the covered minor’s location to other users, unless

the covered minor expressly and unambiguously shares their location with a
specific user;

(F) not displaying the users connected to the covered minor on a

social media platform unless the covered minor expressly and unambiguously
chooses to share the information with a specific user;

(G) disabling search engine indexing of the covered minor’s account
profile; and

(H) not sending push notifications to the covered minors.

(2) A covered business shall not:

(A) provide a covered minor with a single setting that makes all of
the default privacy settings less protective at once; or

(B) request or prompt a covered minor to make their privacy settings
less protective, unless the change is strictly necessary for the covered minor to
access a service or feature they have expressly and unambiguously requested.

(b) Timely deletion of account. A covered business shall:

(1) provide a prominent, accessible, and responsive tool to allow a

covered minor to request the covered minor’s account on a social media
platform be unpublished or deleted; and

(2) honor that request not later than 15 days after a covered business

receives the request.
§ 2449e. TRANSPARENCY

A covered business shall prominently and clearly provide on their website
or mobile application:
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(1) the covered business’ privacy information, terms of service, policies,
and community standards;

(2) the purpose of each algorithmic recommendation system in use by

the covered business;

(3) inputs used by the algorithmic recommendation system and how
each input:

(A) is measured or determined;

(B) uses the personal data of covered minors;

(C) influences the recommendation issued by the system; and

(D) is weighed relative to the other inputs reported in this
subdivision (3); and

(4) descriptions, for every feature of the service that uses the personal
data of covered minors, of:

(A) the purpose of the service feature:

(B) the personal data collected by the service feature;

(C) _the personal data used by the service feature;

(D) how the personal data is used by the service feature:

(E) any personal data transferred to or shared with a processor or
third party by the service feature. the identity of the processor or third party,
and the purpose of the transfer or sharing: and

(F) how long the personal data is retained.
§ 2449f. PROHIBITED DATA AND DESIGN PRACTICES

(a) Data privacy. A covered business shall not:

(1) collect, sell, share, or retain any personal data of a covered minor
that is not necessary to provide an online service, product, or feature with
which the covered minor is actively and knowingly engaged;

(2) use previously collected personal data of a covered minor for any

purpose other than a purpose for which the personal data was collected, unless
necessary to comply with any obligation under this chapter:

(3) permit any individual, including a parent or guardian of a covered

minor, to monitor the online activity of a covered minor or to track the
location of the covered minor without providing a conspicuous signal to the
covered minor when the covered minor is being monitored or tracked;
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(4) use the personal data of a covered minor to select, recommend, or
prioritize media for the covered minor, unless the personal data is:

(A) the covered minor’s express and unambiguous request to receive:

(1) media from a specific account, feed, or user, or to receive more
or less media from that account, feed, or user;

(ii) a specific category of media, such as “cat videos” or “breaking

news.” or to see more or less of that category of media; or

(ii1) more or less media with similar characteristics as the media
they are currently viewing;

(B) user-selected privacy or accessibility settings; or

(C) a search query, provided the search query is only used to select
and prioritize media in response to the search: or

(5) send push notifications to a covered minor between 12:00 midnight
and 6:00 a.m.

(b) Rulemaking. The Attorney General shall, on or before January 1,

2027, adopt rules pursuant to this subchapter that prohibits data processing or
design practices of a covered business that, in the opinion of the Attorney
General, lead to compulsive use or subvert or impair user autonomy, decision
making, or choice during the use of an online service, product, or feature of
the covered business. The Attorney General shall, at least once every two
years, review and update these rules as necessary to keep pace with emerging
technology.

§ 2449g. AGE ASSURANCE PRIVACY

(a) Privacy protections for age assurance data. During the process of
conducting age assurance, covered businesses and processors shall:

(1) only collect personal data of a user that is strictly necessary for age
assurance;

(2) immediately upon determining whether a user is a covered minor,
delete any personal data collected of that user for age assurance, except the
determination of the user’s age range;

(3) not use any personal data of a user collected for age assurance for
any other purpose;

(4) not combine personal data of a user collected for age assurance,

except the determination of the user’s age range, with any other personal data
of the user;
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(5) not disclose personal data of a user collected for age assurance to a
third party that is not a processor; and

(6) implement a review process to allow users to appeal their age
determination.

(b) Rulemaking.

(1) Subiject to subdivision (2) of this subsection, the Attorney General

shall, on or before January 1, 2027, adopt rules identifying commercially
reasonable and technically feasible methods for covered businesses and
processors to determine if a user is a covered minor, describing appropriate

review processes for users appealing their age designations, and providing any
additional privacy protections for age assurance data. The Attorney General

shall periodically review and update these rules as necessary to keep pace with
emerging technology.

(2) In adopting these rules, the Attorney General shall:

(A) prioritize user privacy and accessibility over the accuracy of age
assurance methods: and

(B) consider:
(i) the size, financial resources, and technical capabilities of

covered businesses and processors;

(i1) the costs and effectiveness of available age assurance methods:

(ii1) the impact of age assurance methods on users’ safety, utility,
and experience;

(iv) whether and to what extent transparency measures would
increase consumer trust in an age assurance method:; and

(v)_the efficacy of requiring covered businesses and processors to:

(I) use previously collected data to determine user age;

(II) adopt interoperable age assurance methods; and

(III) provide users with multiple options for age assurance.
§ 2449h. ENFORCEMENT

(a) A covered business or processor that violates this subchapter or rules

adopted pursuant to this subchapter commits an unfair and deceptive act in
commerce in violation of section 2453 of this title.

(b) The Attorney General shall have the same authority under this
subchapter to make rules, conduct civil investigations, bring civil actions,
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and enter into assurances of discontinuance as provided under chapter 63 of
this title.

§ 2449i. LIMITATIONS

Nothing in this subchapter shall be interpreted or construed to:

(1) impose liability in a manner that is inconsistent with 47 U.S.C.

§ 230; or
(2) prevent or preclude any covered minor from deliberately or

independently searching for, or specifically requesting, any media.
§ 2449;. RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS OF COVERED MINORS

It is the intent of the General Assembly that nothing in this subchapter may

be construed to infringe on the existing rights and freedoms of covered minors
or be construed to discriminate against the covered minors based on race,

ethnicity, sex, disability, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression,
religion, or national origin.
Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATES

This act shall take effect on January 1, 2027. except that 9 V.S.A. §
24491(b) and 9 V.S.A. § 2449¢(b) shall each take effect on July 1. 2025.

Thereupon, pending the question, Shall the Senate concur in the House
proposal of amendment?, Senators Harrison and Plunkett moved that the
Senate concur in the House proposal of amendment with a further proposal of
amendment as follows:

By striking out Sec. 2, effective dates, in its entirety and inserting in lieu
thereof a new Sec. 2 to read as follows:

Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATES
This act shall take effect on January 1, 2027, except that this section

(effective dates) and. in Sec. 1, 9 V.S.A. § 2994f(b) and 9 V.S.A. § 2449g(b)
(rulemaking authority) shall take effect on July 1, 2025.

Thereupon, the question, Shall the Senate concur in the House proposal of
amendment with further proposal of amendment?, was decided in the
affirmative.

House Proposal of Amendment Concurred In with Amendment
S. 109.
House proposal of amendment to Senate bill entitled:

An act relating to miscellaneous judiciary procedures.
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Was taken up.

The House proposes to the Senate to amend the bill by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 3 V.S.A. § 164 is amended to read:
§ 164. ADULT COURT DIVERSION PROGRAM
(a) Purpose.
(1) The Attorney General shall develop and administer an adult court

diversion program, for both pre-charge and post-charge referrals, available in
all counties.

(2) The program shall be designed to provide a restorative option for
persons alleged to have caused harm in violation of a criminal statute or who
have been charged with violating a criminal statute as well as for victims or
those acting on a victim’s behalf who have been allegedly harmed by the
respenstble-party person referred to the program. The diversion program can
accept referrals to the program as follows:

* %k 3k

(c) Adult diversion program policy and referral requirements.

* sk 3k

(3) Adult post-charge diversion requirements. Each State’s Attorney, in
cooperation with the Office of the Attorney General and the adult post-charge
diversion program, shall develop clear criteria for deciding what types of
offenses and offenders will be eligible for diversion; however, the State’s
Attorney shall retain final discretion over the referral of each case for
diversion.  All adult post-charge diversion programs receiving financial
assistance from the Attorney General shall adhere to the following:

(A) The post-charge diversion program for adults shall only accept
persons against whom charges have been filed and the court has found
probable cause, but are not adjudicated.

(B) A prosecutor may refer a person to diversion either before or
after arraignment and shall notify in writing the diversion program and the
court of the prosecutor’s ef-the referral to diversion.

* sk 3k
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Sec. 2. 4 V.S.A. § 71 is amended to read:
§ 71. APPOINTMENT AND TERM OF SUPERIOR JUDGES

(a) Fhere—shall-be 34 Superiorjudges;,—whese—term—of-officeshall; The

number of Superior Judges shall be as determined by the General Assembly.
The term of office of a Superior Judge shall, except in the case of an
appointment to fill a vacancy or unexpired term, begin on April 1 in the year
of their appointment or retention and continue for six years.

* %k 3k

Sec. 3. 4 V.S.A. § 1102 is amended to read:
§ 1102. JUDICIAL BUREAU; JURISDICTION

(a) The Judicial Bureau is created within the Judicial Branch under the
supervision of the Supreme Court.
(b) The Judicial Bureau shall have jurisdiction of the following matters:

* %k 3k

(4) Violations of 7 V.S.A. § 1005, relating to possession and
procurement of tobacco products by a person under 21 years of age.

* %k 3k

Sec. 4. 4 V.S.A. § 1106 is amended to read:
§ 1106. HEARING

* ok 3k

(d) A Unless otherwise provided by law, a law enforcement officer may
void or amend a complaint issued by that officer by so marking the complaint
and returning it to the Bureau, regardless of whether the amended complaint is
a lesser included violation. At the hearing, a law enforcement officer may,
unless otherwise provided by law, void or amend a complaint issued by that
officer in the discretion of that officer.

* ok 3k

Sec. 5. 7 V.S.A. § 1005(c) is amended to read:

(c) A person under 21 years of age who misrepresents his—er—her the
person’s age by presenting false identification to purchase tobacco products,
tobacco substitutes, or tobacco paraphernalia shall be fined subject to a civil
penalty of not more than $50.00 or provide up to 10 hours of community
service, or both.
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Sec. 6. 12 V.S.A. § 5 is amended to read:
§ 5. DISSEMINATION OF ELECTRONIC CASE RECORDS

(a) The Court shall not permit public access via the Iaternet internet to
criminal, family, or probate case records. The Court may permit criminal
justice agencies, as defined in 20 V.S.A. § 2056a, Internet internet access to
criminal case records for criminal justice purposes, as defined in 20 V.S.A.
§ 2056a.

(b) Notwithstanding subsection (a) of this section, the Court shall provide
licensed Vermont attorneys in good standing with access via the internet,
through the Judiciary’s public portal website or otherwise, to nonconfidential

criminal, family, and probate case records.

(c) This section shall not be construed to prohibit the Court from providing
electronic access to:

(1) court schedules of the Superior Court or opinions of the Criminal
Division of the Superior Court;

(2) State agencies in accordance with data dissemination contracts
entered into under Rule 12 of the Vermont Rules for Public Access to Court
Records; or

(3) decisions, recordings of oral arguments, briefs, and printed cases of
the Supreme Court.

Sec. 7. 12 V.S.A. § 4937 is amended to read:
§ 4937. ATTORNEY’S FEES

When a mortgage contains an agreement on the part of the mortgagor to
pay the mortgagee, in the event of foreclosure, the attorney’s fees incident
thereto, and claim is made therefor in the complaint, upen-hearing; the court in
which the complaint is brought shall allow such fee as in its judgment is just.

Sec. 8. 13 V.S.A. § 4013 is amended to read:
§ 4013. ZIP GUNS:SWIFCHBEADEKNIVES

A person who possesses, sells, or offers for sale a weapon commonly

known as a “zip” gun;-er-a-weapen-commenly knewn-as-a—switchblade knife;

the-blade-of-which—is-three-inches-or-meore-intength; shall be imprisoned not
more than 90 days or fined not more than $100.00, or both.

Sec. 9. EXPUNGEMENT OF CRIMINAL HISTORY RECORDS

The court shall order the expungement of criminal history records of
convictions of 13 V.S.A. § 4013 for possessing, selling, or offering for sale a
switchblade knife that occurred prior to July 1, 2025. The process and effect
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for expungement of these records shall be as provided for in 13 V.S.A. § 7606
and shall be completed by the court and all entities subject to the order not

later than July 1, 2026.
Sec. 10. 13 V.S.A. § 5351(7) is amended to read:

(7) “Victim” means:

(A) a person who sustains injury or death as a direct result of the
commission or attempted commission of a crime;

(B) an intervenor who is physically injured or killed in an attempt to
assist the person described in subdivision (A) of this subdivision (7) or the
poliee a protected professional as defined in subdivision 1028(d)(1) of this
title;

(C) a surviving immediate family member of a homicide victim,
including a spouse, domestic partner, parent, sibling, child, grandparent, or
other survivor who may suffer severe emotional harm as a result of the
victim’s death as determined on a case-by-case basis in the discretion of the
Board; or

(D) a resident of this State who is injured or killed as the result of a
crime committed outside the United States.

Sec. 11. 13 V.S.A. § 7282 is amended to read:
§ 7282. SURCHARGE

* %k 3k

(c) SHJ-sureharge: In addition to any penalty or fine imposed by the court
for a criminal offense committed after July 1, 2009, the clerk of the court shall
levy an additional surcharge of $100.00 to be deposited in the General Fund, in
support of the Specialized Investigative Unit Grants Board created in 24
V.S.A. § 1940(c), and used to pay for the costs of Specialized Investigative
Units.

Sec. 12. 14 V.S.A. § 2 is amended to read:

§ 2. DEPOSIT OF WILL FOR SAFEKEEPING; DELIVERY; FINAL
DISPOSITION

(a) A will may be deposited for safekeeping in the Probate Division of the
Superior Court for the district in which the testator resides on payment to the

court of the applicable fee required by 32— V-SA—§1434@H7H 32 V.S.A.
§ 1434(a)(18). The register shall give to the testator a receipt, shall safely

keep each will so deposited, and shall keep an index of the wills so deposited.

* %k 3k
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Sec. 13. 14 V.S.A. § 3068 is amended to read:
§ 3068. HEARING

* ok 3k

(e)(1) If upon completion of the hearing and consideration of the record the
court finds that the respondent is not a person in need of guardianship, it shall
dismiss the petition and seal the records of the proceeding.

(2) If a motion to withdraw the petition is made before the final hearing,
the court shall dismiss the petition and seal the records of the proceeding.

(f) If upon completion of the hearing and consideration of the record the
court finds that the petitioner has proved by clear and convincing evidence that
the respondent is a person in need of guardianship or will be a person in need
of guardianship on attaining 18 years of age, it shall enter judgment specifying
the powers of the guardian pursuant to sections 3069 and 3070 of this title and
the duties of the guardian pursuant to section 3071 of this title.

(g) Any party to the proceeding before the court may appeal the court’s
decision in the manner provided in section 3080 of this title.

Sec. 14. 14 V.S.A. § 4051 is amended to read:
§ 4051. STATUTORY FORM POWER OF ATTORNEY

A document substantially in the following form may be used to create a
statutory form power of attorney that has the meaning and effect prescribed by
this chapter.

VERMONT STATUTORY FORM POWER OF ATTORNEY IMPORTANT
INFORMATION

* %k 3k

GRANT OF SPECIFIC AUTHORITY (OPTIONAL)

My agent MAY NOT do any of the following specific acts for me UNLESS I
have INITIALED the specific authority listed below:

(CAUTION: Granting any of the following will give your agent the authority
to take actions that could significantly reduce your property or change how
your property is distributed at your death. INITIAL ONLY the specific
authority you WANT to give your agent.)

() An agent who is not an ancestor, spouse, or descendant may exercise
authority under this power of attorney to create in the agent or in an individual
to whom the agent owes a legal obligation of support an interest in my
property whether by gift, rights of survivorship, beneficiary designation,
disclaimer, or otherwise
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() Create, amend, revoke, or terminate an inter vivos, family, living,
irrevocable, or revocable trust

() Consent to the modification or termination of a noncharitable irrevocable
trust under 14A V.S.A. § 411

() Make a gift, subject to the limitations of 14 V.S.A. § 4047 (gifts) and any
special instructions in this power of attorney

() Create, amend, or change rights of survivorship

() Create, amend, or change a beneficiary designation

() Waive the principal’s right to be a beneficiary of a joint and survivor
annuity, including a survivor benefit under a retirement plan

() Exercise fiduciary powers that the principal has authority to delegate

() Authorize another person to exercise the authority granted under this power
of attorney

() Disclaim or refuse an interest in property, including a power of appointment
() Exercise authority with respect to elective share under 14 V.S.A. § 319
() Exercise waiver rights under 14 V.S.A. § 323

() Exercise authority over the content and catalogue of -electronic
communications and digital assets under 14 V.S.A. chapter 125 (Vermont
Revised Uniform Fiduciary Access to Digital Assets Act)

( ) Exercise authority with respect to intellectual property, including, without
limitation, copyrights, contracts for payment of royalties, and trademarks

() Convey, or revoke or revise a grantee designation, by enhanced life estate
deed pursuant to 27 V.S.A. chapter 6 or under common law.

* ok 3k

Sec. 15. 14A V.S.A. § 1316 is amended to read:
§ 1316. OFFICE OF TRUST DIRECTOR

Unless the terms of a trust provide otherwise, the rules applicable to a
trustee apply to a trust director regarding the following matters:

(1) acceptance under section 701 of this title;

(2) giving of bond to secure performance under section 702 of this title;

(3) reasonable compensation under section 708 of this title;
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(4) resignation under section 705 of this title;

(5) removal under section 706 of this title; and

(6) vacancy and appointment of successor under section 704 of this title.
Sec. 16. 33 V.S.A. § 5204(b)(2)(A) is amended to read:

(2)(A)(1) The Family Division of the Superior Court shall hold a hearing
under subsection (c) of this section to determine whether jurisdiction should be
transferred to the Criminal Division under subsection (a) of this section if the
delinquent act set forth in the petition is:

(I) [Repealed.]

(II)  human trafficking or aggravated human trafficking in
violation of 13 V.S.A. § 2652 or 2653;

(IIT)  defacing a firearm’s serial number in violation of 13

V-S-A-§4024 13 V.S.A. § 4026; or
(IV) straw purchasing of firearm in violation of 13 V.S.A.

§ 4025; and

(i1) the child had attained 16 years of age but not 19 years of age
at the time the act was alleged to have occurred.

Sec. 17. 33 V.S.A. § 5225 is amended to read:
§ 5225. PRELIMINARY HEARING; RISK ASSESSMENT

(a) Preliminary hearing. A preliminary hearing shall be held at the time
and date specified on the citation or as otherwise ordered by the court. If a
child is taken into custody prior to the preliminary hearing, the preliminary
hearing shall be at the time of the temporary care hearing. Counsel for the
child shall be assigned prior to the preliminary hearing.

(b) Risk and needs screening.

(1) Prior to the preliminary hearing, the child shall be afforded an
opportunity to undergo a risk and needs screening, which shall be conducted
by the Department or by a community provider that has contracted with the
Department to provide risk and need screenings for children alleged to have
committed delinquent acts.

(2) If the child participates in such a screening, the Department or the
community provider shall report the risk level result of the screening, the
number and source of the collateral contacts made, and the recommendation
for charging or other alternatives to the State’s Attorney. The State’s Attorney
shall consider the results of the risk and needs screening in determining
whether to file a charge. In lieu of filing a charge, the State’s Attorney may
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refer a child directly to a youth-appropriate community-based provider that has
been approved by the Department, which may include pre-charge diversion
pursuant to 3 V.S.A. § 163, a community justice center, or a balanced and
restorative justice program. Referral to a community-based provider pursuant
to this subsection shall not require the State’s Attorney to file a charge. If the
community-based provider does not accept the case or if the child fails to
complete the program in a manner deemed satisfactory and timely by the
provider, the child’s case shall return to the State’s Attorney for charging
consideration.

* %k 3k

Sec. 18. 27 V.S.A. § 348 is amended to read:
§ 348. INSTRUMENTS CONCERNING REAL PROPERTY VALIDATED

(a) When an instrument of writing shall have been on record in the office
of the clerk in the proper town for a period of 15 years, and there is a defect in
the instrument because it omitted to state any consideration or was not sealed,
witnessed, acknowledged, validly acknowledged, or because a license to sell
was not issued or is defective, the instrument shall, from and after the
expiration of 15 years from the filing thereof for record, be valid. Nothing in
this section shall be construed to affect any rights acquired by grantees,
assignees, or encumbrancers under the instruments described in the preceding
sentence, nor shall this section apply to conveyances or other instruments of
writing, the validity of which is brought in question in any suit now pending in
any courts of the State.

* %k 3k

(d) A release, discharge, or assignment of mortgage interest executed by a
commercial lender with respect to a one- to four-family residential real
property, including a residential unit in a condominium or in a common
interest community as defined in Title 27A, that recites authority to act on
behalf of the record holder of the mortgage under a power of attorney but
where the power of attorney is not of record shall have the same effect as if
executed by the record holder of the mortgage unless, within three years after
the instrument is recorded, an action challenging the release, discharge, or
assignment is commenced and a copy of the complaint is recorded in the land
records of the town where the release, discharge, or assignment is recorded.
This subsection shall not apply to releases, discharges, or assignments obtained
by fraud or forgery.

(e) A power of attorney made for the purpose of conveying, leasing,
mortgaging, or affecting any interest in real property that has been
acknowledged and signed in the presence of at least one witness shall be valid,
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notwithstanding its failure to comply with 14 V.S.A. § 3503 or the
requirements of the Emergency Administrative Rules for Remote Notarial Acts
adopted by the Vermont Secretary of State, unless within three years after
recording, an action challenging its validity is commenced and a copy of the
complaint is recorded in the land records of the town where the power of
attorney is recorded. This subsection shall not apply to a power of attorney
obtained by fraud or forgery.

() Notwithstanding section 305 of this title, a deed, mortgage, lease, or
other instrument executed for the purpose of conveying or encumbering real
property executed by a person purporting to act as the agent or attorney-in-fact

for the party named in the deed, mortgage, lease, or other instrument that has
been recorded for at least 15 years in the land records where the real property

is located shall be valid even if no power of attorney authorizing and
empowering an agent or attorney-in-fact appears of record, unless, within 15
years after recording, an action challenging the validity of the deed, mortgage,

lease, or other instrument is commenced and a copy of the complaint is
recorded in the land records of the town where the property is located. This

subsection shall not apply to an instrument obtained by fraud or forgery.
Sec. 19. 32 V.S.A. § 1003 is amended to read:
§ 1003. STATE OFFICERS

* %k 3k

(c) The officers of the Judicial Branch named in this subsection shall be
entitled to annual salaries as follows:

Annual Annual
Salary Salary
as of as of
July 14, July 13,
2024 2025
(1) Chief Justice of Supreme Court $214,024 $225,581
(2) Each Associate Justice $204,264 $215,294
(3) Administrative Chief Superior Judge — $204,264 $215,294
(4) Each Superior Judge $194,185 $204,671
(5) [Repealed.]
(6) Each Magistrate $146,413 $154,319

(7) Each Judicial Bureau hearing
officer $146,413 $154,319
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* %k sk

Sec. 20. 2023 Acts and Resolves No. 27, Sec. 5 (forensic facility report) is
amended to read:

Sec. 5. [Deleted.]
Sec. 21. 2023 Acts and Resolves No. 40, Sec. 4 is amended to read:
Sec. 4. REPEALS

* %k 3k

(c) 28 V.S.A. § 126 (Coordinated Justice Reform Advisory Council) is
repealed on July152028 July 1, 2025.
Sec. 22. [Deleted.]

Sec. 23. [Deleted.]

Sec. 24. FIREARM SURRENDER ORDER COMPLIANCE WORKING
GROUP; REPORT

(a) Creation. The Office of the Attorney General shall convene a Firearm

Surrender Order Compliance Working Group to develop a uniform process to
ensure compliance with court orders to surrender firearms. The Working
Group shall examine the statutory or policy changes necessary to create a
uniform process to monitor compliance, support entities charged with storing
and returning surrendered firearms pursuant to court orders, and identify a
stable and reliable funding source for any additional resources needed to
monitor compliance.

(b) Membership. The Working Group shall be composed of the following

members:

(1) the Attorney General or designee, who shall be the chair;

(2) the Chief Superior Court Judge or designee:

(3) the Defender General or designee;

(4) one State’s Attorney or designee, appointed by the Department of
State’s Attorneys and Sheriffs;

(5) a member, appointed by the Vermont Network Against Domestic
and Sexual Violence;

(6) a member of the Vermont State Police, appointed by the
Commissioner of Public Safety;

(7) _a police chief, appointed by the Vermont Association of Chiefs of
Police; and




1660 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE

(8) a federal firearms licensee, appointed by the Attorney General.

(c) Consultation. The Working Group shall consult with stakeholders
including:

(1) the Commissioner of Corrections;

(2) family law practitioners;

(3) victim advocates;

(4) advocates from culturally specific advocacy organizations that work

with domestic violence victims;

(5) the Vermont Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs;
(6) the Vermont Office of the Bureau of Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms;
(7) _the Vermont Medical Society;

(8) the Commissioner of Mental Health;

(9) the Vermont Center for Crime Victim Services;

(10) the Vermont Council on Domestic Violence: and

(11) the Commissioner of Fish and Wildlife.

(d) Report. On or before November 15, 2025, the Working Group shall
report its recommendations to the House and Senate Committees on Judiciary

and to the Joint Legislative Justice Oversight Committee. The report shall
include:

(1) a workable statewide compliance model that is adaptable to both the
Family and Criminal Divisions of the Superior Courts and that ensures:

(A) accountability of respondents and defendants while addressing
safety needs of the plaintiffs and victims: and

(B) proper storage and return of firearms surrendered pursuant to
court orders; and

(2) recommendations for any legislative changes necessary to support
the model.

(e) Meetings. The Working Group shall meet not more than six times.
(f) Compensation and reimbursement. Members of the Working Group

who are not employees of the State of Vermont or who are not otherwise
compensated or reimbursed for their attendance shall be entitled to
compensation and reimbursement of expenses pursuant to 32 V.S.A. § 1010 for

not more than six meetings.
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Sec. 25. 15A V.S.A. § 3-504 is amended to read:

§ 3-504. GROUNDS FOR TERMINATING RELATIONSHIP OF PARENT
AND CHILD

(a) If a respondent answers or appears at the hearing and asserts parental
rights, the court shall proceed with the hearing expeditiously. If the court
finds, upon clear and convincing evidence, that any one of the following
grounds exists and that termination is in the best interests of the minor, the
court shall order the termination of any parental relationship of the respondent
to the minor:

* %k 3k

(2) In the case of a minor over six months of age at the time the petition
is filed, the respondent did not exercise parental responsibility for a period of
at least six months immediately preceding the filing of the petition. In making
a determination under this subdivision, the court shall consider all relevant
factors, which may include the respondent’s failure to:

(A) make reasonable and consistent payments, in accordance with the

respondent’s financial means, for the support of the minor, although legally
obligated to do so;

(B) regularly communicate or visit with the minor; or

(C) during any time the minor was not in the physical custody of the
other parent, manifest an ability and willingness to assume legal and physical
custody of the minor.

* sk 3k

Sec. 25a. 33 V.S.A. § 5231(d) is amended to read:

(d) Termination of parental rights. If the Commissioner or the attorney for
the child seeks an order terminating parental rights of one or both parents and
transfer of custody to the Commissioner without limitation as to adoption, the
court shall consider the best interests of the child in accordance with section

5114 of this title. The Department’s Family Services Division shall not
consider payment of child support to the Family Services Division to offset the
cost of foster care as a factor in a petition to terminate parental rights.

Sec. 25b. 33 V.S.A. § 5317(d) is amended to read:

(d) Termination of parental rights. If the Commissioner or the attorney for
the child seeks an order at disposition terminating the parental rights of one or
both parents and transfer of legal custody to the Commissioner without
limitation as to adoption, the court shall consider the best interests of the child
in accordance with section 5114 of this title. The Department’s Family
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Services Division shall not consider payment of child support to the Family
Services Division to offset the cost of foster care as a factor in a petition to

terminate parental rights.
Sec. 26. 15 V.S.A. § 202 is amended to read:

§ 202. PENALTY FOR DESERTION OR NONSUPPORT

A married person who, without just cause, shall desert or willfully neglect
or refuse to provide for the support and maintenance of his-er-her the person’s
spouse and children, leaving them in destitute or necessitous circumstances or
a parent who, without lawful excuse, shall desert or willfully neglect or refuse
to provide for the support and maintenance of his-erher the child er-an—-adult

State; shall be imprisoned not more than two years or fined not more than
$300.00, or both. Should a fine be imposed, the court may order the same to
be paid in whole or in part to the needy spouse;—parent; or to the guardian,
custodian, or trustee of the child. The Office of Child Support attorneys, in
addition to any other duly authorized person, may prosecute cases under this
section in Vermont Superior Court.

Sec. 27. 2023 Acts and Resolves No. 19, Sec. 5 is amended to read:
Sec. 5. [Deleted.]

Sec. 28. 2023 Acts and Resolves No. 19, Sec. 6 is amended to read:
Sec. 6. EFFECTIVE DATES

* %k 3k

(b) See—5-(marriage licenses: 32 V-S A+ H2)-shall-takeeffeetontuly 15
2025 [Deleted.]

% %k ok
Sec. 29. 13 V.S.A. § 7556 is amended to read:

§ 7556. APPEAL FROM CONDITIONS OF RELEASE OR BAIL
REVOCATION DENIAL

(a) A person who is detained, or whose release on a condition requiring
him-or-her the person to return to custody after specified hours is continued,
after review of his—er—her the person’s application pursuant to subsection
7554(d) or (e) of this title by a judicial officer, other than a judge of the court
having original jurisdiction over the offense with which he-er-she the person is
charged or a Justice of the Supreme Court, may move the court having original
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jurisdiction over the offense with which he—er-she the person is charged to
amend the order. The motion shall be determined promptly.

(b) When a person is detained after a court denies a motion under
subsection (a) of this section or when conditions of release have been imposed
or amended by the judge of the court having original jurisdiction over the
offense charged, an appeal may be taken to a single Justice of the Supreme
Court who may hear the matter or at his-er-her the Justice’s discretion refer it
to the entire Supreme Court for hearing. No further appeal may lie from the
ruling of a single Justice in matters to which this subsection applies. Any
order so appealed shall be affirmed if it is supported by the proceedings below.
If the order is not supported, the Supreme Court or single Justice hearing the
matter may remand the case for a further hearing or may, with or without
additional evidence, order the person released. The appeal shall be determined
forthwith.

(c)(1) When a person is released, with or without bail or other conditions
of release, an appeal may be taken by the State to a single Justice of the
Supreme Court who may hear the matter or at his—er—her the Justice’s
discretion refer it to the entire Supreme Court for hearing. No further appeal
may lie from the ruling of a single Justice in matters to which this subsection
applies. Any order so appealed shall be affirmed if it is supported by the
proceedings below. If the order is not supported, the Supreme Court or single
Justice hearing the matter may remand the case for a further hearing or may,
with or without additional evidence, modify or vacate the order. The appeal
shall be determined ferthwith promptly.

(2) When a request to revoke bail pursuant to section 7575 of this title is
denied, a prosecutor may appeal the court’s order in accordance with the
procedure outlined in subdivision (1) of this subsection.

(d) A person held without bail under section 7553a of this title prior to trial
shall be entitled to an independent, second evidentiary hearing on the merits of
the denial of bail, which shall be a hearing de novo by a single Justice of the
Supreme Court forthwith. Pursuant to 4 V.S.A. § 22 the Chief Justice may
appoint and assign a retired justice or judge with his-erher the retired justice’s
or judge’s consent or a Superior judge or District judge to a special assignment
on the Supreme Court to conduct that de novo hearing. Such hearing de novo
shall be an entirely new evidentiary hearing without regard to the record
compiled before the trial court; except, the parties may stipulate to the
admission of portions of the trial court record.

(e) A person held without bail prior to trial shall be entitled to review of
that determination by a panel of three Supreme Court Justices within seven
business days after bail is denied.
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Sec. 30. 28 V.S.A. § 818 is amended to read:
§ 818. EARNED TIME; REDUCTION OF TERM

* ok 3k

(b) The earned time program implemented pursuant to this section shall
comply with the following standards:

* sk 3k

(4) The Department shall:

(A) ensure that all victims of record are notified of the earned time
program at its outset and made aware of the option to receive notifications
from the Department pursuant to this subdivision;

(B) provide timely notice not less frequently than every 90 days to
the offender, and to any victim who opts to receive the notice, any time the
offender receives a reduction in his-er-her the offender’s term of supervision
pursuant to this section;

(C) maintain a system that documents and records all such reductions
in each offender’s permanent record; and

(D) record any reduction in an offender’s term of supervision
pursuant to this section on a monthly basis and ensure that victims who want
information regarding changes in seheduled an offender’s minimum release
dates date have access to such information.

* %k 3k

Sec. 31. VICTIM NOTIFICATION SYSTEM TASK FORCE; REPORT

(a) Creation. There is created the Victim Notification System Task Force
to review and improve the responsiveness of Vermont’s victim notification

system.
(b) Membership. The Task Force shall be composed of the following
members:

(1) the Commissioner of Corrections or designee;

(2) the Executive Director of the Center for Crime Victim Services or
designee;
(3) the Executive Director of State’s Attorneys and Sheriffs or designee;

(4) a member, appointed by the Vermont Network Against Domestic
and Sexual Violence;

(5) the Victims Service Director of the Vermont State Police;
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(6) two persons who are either victims or survivors of crimes, appointed
by the Center for Crime Victim Services: and

(7) a member, appointed by the Commissioner of Corrections, who is

familiar with the capability and technical operations of the VINE system.

(¢) Powers and duties. The Task Force shall study the current state of
Vermont’s victim notification system, including:

(1) improving victims’ accessibility to information;

(2) ensuring that the entire notification process is trauma-informed,
including all notifications, communications, and informational materials;

(3) expanding the use of automated notification systems in order to
increase options and maximize communication choices for victims and
survivors; and

(4) recommendations for necessary training and resources.
(d) Assistance. The Task Force shall have the administrative, technical,

and legal assistance of the Department of Corrections.
(e) Report. On or before November 15, 2025, the Task Force shall submit

its findings and recommendations as a written report in the form of proposed
legislation to the Joint Legislative Justice Oversight Committee, the House
Committees on Corrections and Institutions and on Judiciary, and the Senate
Committees on Institutions and on Judiciary.

(f) Meetings.
(1) The Commissioner of Corrections or designee shall call the first

meeting of the Task Force to occur on or before August 1, 2025.

(2) The Committee shall select a chair from among its members at the
first meeting.

(3) A majority of the membership shall constitute a quorum.
(4) The Task Force shall cease to exist on February 15, 2026.

Sec. 32. ADULT INVOLUNTARY GUARDIANSHIP WORKING
GROUP; REPORT

(a) Creation. Theres is created the Adult Involuntary Guardianship

Working Group to study jurisdiction of proceedings involving the involuntary

guardianship of adults. The Working Group shall examine the advisability of
consolidating adult involuntary guardianships under 14 V.S.A. chapter 111,

subchapter 12 (“Title 14 involuntary guardianships’) with guardianships for
persons with developmental disabilities under 18 V.S.A. chapter 215 (“Title 18
guardianships™), or otherwise amending the statutes to ensure that respondents
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under Title 18 guardianships have access to voluntary guardianships that is
equal to the access to voluntary guardianships available under Title 14.

(b) Membership. The Adult Involuntary Guardianship Working Group

shall be composed of the following members:

(1) the Commissioner of Disabilities, Aging, and Independent Living or
designee;

(2) the Chief Superior Court Judge or designee:

(3) the Court Administrator or designee;

(4) a superior judge with experience in Title 18 guardianships,
appointed by the Chief Justice;

(5) a probate judge, appointed by the Chief Justice;

(6) a guardian ad litem, appointed by the Court Administrator;

(7) an attorney with experience in adult guardianships, appointed by the
Vermont Bar Association;

(8) an attorney with experience in adult guardianships, appointed by
Vermont Legal Aid;

(9 an independent mental health evaluator, appointed by the
Commissioner of Disabilities, Aging, and Independent Living; and

(10) a member, appointed by the Vermont Center for Independent
Living.
(c) Meetings.

(1) The Commissioner of Disabilities, Aging, and Independent Living

shall call the first meeting of the Working Group to occur on or before August
1,2025.

(2) The Working Group shall select a chair from among its members at

the first meeting.

(3) A majority of the membership shall constitute a quorum.

(d) Report.

(1)(A) On or before December 15, 2025, the Working Group shall
report its recommendations, including any proposed legislative changes, to the

House and Senate Committees on Judiciary, the House Committee on Human
Services, and the Senate Committee on Health and Welfare.

(B) The report shall recommend whether:
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(i) Title 14 involuntary guardianship proceedings and Title 18

guardianship proceedings should be consolidated in one division of the
Superior Court; or

(i1) Title 14 involuntary guardianship proceedings and Title 18
guardianship proceedings should remain in separate divisions of the Superior
Court as provided for in existing law.

(2) With respect to subdivisions (1)(B)(i) and (ii) of this subsection (d),
the report shall address:

(A) the judicial resources and oversight that would be required;

(B) whether, notwithstanding 12 V.S.A. § 2553 or 2555, the Vermont
Supreme Court should have appellate jurisdiction over guardianship

proceedings:;

(C) _ the relationship between guardianships under subdivisions
(1)(B)(1) and (ii) of this subsection (d) and voluntary guardianships under
14 V.S.A. § 2671;

(D) any legislative changes that would need to be made under either

recommendation to ensure that respondents under Title 18 guardianships have
access to voluntary guardianships that is equal to the access to voluntary

guardianships available under Title 14; and

(E) any other matters deemed relevant by the Working Group,

including any matters not currently under the jurisdiction of Title 14
guardianships or Title 18 guardianships.

Sec. 33. 4 V.S.A. § 39 is amended to read:
§ 39. CAPITAL BUDGET REQUESTS; COUNTY COURTHOUSES

(a) On or before October 1 each year, any county requesting capital funds
for its courthouse, or court operations, shall submit a request to the Court
Administrator. As used in this subsection, “court operations” does not include
operating expenses.

(b) The Court Administrator shall evaluate requests based on the following
criteria:

(1) whether the funding request is consistent with a capital program
developed pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 133(e)(3);

(2) _whether the project that is the subject of the request has been
included in the list of capital projects in the county’s budget pursuant to 24
V.S.A. § 133(e)(1), and, if so, the description of the project included in the

budget;
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(3) whether the county has established a capital reserve fund pursuant to
24 V.S.A. §133(e)(3), and, if so, the amount of annual contributions the
county has made to the fund;

(4) whether the funding request relates to an emergency that will affect
the court operations and the administration of justice;

2)(5) whether there is a State-owned courthouse in the county that
could absorb court activities in lieu of this capital investment;

3)36) whether the county consistently has invested in major
maintenance in the courthouse;

(7) whether the request relates to a State-mandated function;

5)(8) whether the request diverts resources of other current Judiciary
capital priorities;

6)(9) whether the request is consistent with the long-term capital needs
of the Judiciary, including providing court services adapted to modern needs
and requirements; and

€A(10) any other criteria as deemed appropriate by the Court
Administrator.

(c) Based on the criteria described in subsection (b) of this section, the
Court Administrator shall make a recommendation to the Commissioner of
Buildings and General Services regarding whether the county’s request should
be included as part of the Judiciary’s request for capital funding in the
Governor’s annual proposed capital budget request.

(d) On or before January 15 of each year, the Court Administrator shall
advise the House Committee on Corrections and Institutions and the Senate
Committee on Institutions of all county requests received and the Court
Administrator’s recommendations for the proposed capital budget request.

Sec. 34. REPORT

On_or before January 15, 2026, the Court Administrator and a
representative of the Association of County Judges appointed by the President
of that Association shall jointly report to the House Committee on Corrections

and Institutions and the Senate Committee on Institutions on the progress
made to implement the provisions of Sec. 33 of this act. The report shall

include a description of the steps taken and processes considered, and any

proposed legislative changes necessary, to ensure that capital budget requests
for county courthouses include the information required by Sec. 33 of this act.
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Sec. 35. 23 V.S.A. § 1210(c) is amended to read:

(c) Second offense. A person convicted of violating section 1201 of this
title who has been convicted of another violation of that section within the last
20 years shall be fined not more than $1,500.00 or imprisoned not more than
two years, or both. At least 260 80 hours of community service shall be
performed, or 60 consecutive hours of the sentence of imprisonment shall be
served and may not be suspended or deferred or served as a supervised
sentence, except that credit for a sentence of imprisonment may be received
for time served in a residential alcohol facility pursuant to sentence if the
program is successfully completed.

Sec. 36. REPEAL
Sec. 35 of this act shall be repealed on July 1, 2028.
Sec. 37. FAMILY FORENSIC EVALUATOR RECOMMENDATIONS

(a) _The General Assembly requests that the Chief Superior Judge. the
Director of the Office of Professional Regulation, and the Executive Director

of the Vermont Psychological Association work collaboratively to examine the
following:

(1) the extent of the need for and geographic distribution of family
forensic evaluators in complex parental rights and responsibilities cases heard
in the Family Division;

(2) barriers to increasing the availability of family forensic evaluators in

Vermont and whether protections regarding ethical complaints are warranted;
and

(3) strategies for increasing the number of family forensic evaluators in

Vermont.

(b) The General Assembly requests that the parties listed in subsection (a)

of this section submit their recommendations to the General Assembly on or
before November 1, 2025.

Sec. 38. CHILD AND PARENT LEGAL REPRESENTATION; TASK
FORCE; REPORT

(a) Creation. There is created the Child and Parent Legal Representation
Task Force to study the need and viability of an improved legal representation

system for children and families who are involved in judicial or administrative
proceedings concerning Children in Need of Care or Supervision (CHINS) or

substantiations of abuse or neglect.

(b) Membership. The Task Force shall be composed of the following
members:
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(1) the Chief Justice of the Vermont Supreme Court or designee, who
shall be the chair;

(2) the Court Administrator or designee;

(3) the Commissioner for Children and Families or designee;

(4) the Defender General or designee;

(5) the Child, Youth, and Family Advocate or designee;

(6) the Executive Director of Voices for Vermont’s Children or
designee;

(7) _the Executive Director of the Vermont Parent Representation Center,
Inc.;

(8) the Attorney General or designee; and

(9) the Executive Director of State’s Attorneys and Sheriffs or designee.

(c) Powers and duties. The Task Force shall assess and determine whether

reform of Vermont’s legal representation for children and families is necessary
by exploring the following topics:

(1) standards recommended by the American Bar Association, U.S.
Children’s Bureau, and the Study of CHINS Case Processing in Vermont

authored by the National Center for State Courts and published in May of
2021;

(2) compliance with funding and reporting requirements in order for
Vermont to leverage funding under Title IV-E of the Social Security Act;

(3) identifying the processes and amounts of Title IV-E funds and other
funding sources to support any reformed system;

(4) using an interdisciplinary model of representation, including pay
scales, performance measures, supervision and evaluation processes, and
recommended caseloads for attorneys, social workers, and other child and
family representatives; and

(5) other topics relevant to creating a reformed child and parent
representation system.

(d) Assistance. The Task Force shall have administrative, technical, and
legal assistance of the Court Administrator’s Office.

(e) _Report. On or before December 15, 2025, the Task Force shall submit
a report that proposes any necessary reforms to the legal representation system

for children and families who are involved in CHINS proceedings or
substantiations of abuse or neglect, along with proposed legislation to
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implement such reforms to the Senate Committees on Judiciary and on Health
and Welfare and the House Committees on Judiciary and on Human Services.

(f) Meetings.

(1) The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court or designee shall call the
first meeting of the Task Force to occur on or before August 1, 2025.

(2) A majority of the membership shall constitute a quorum.
(3) The Task Force shall cease to exist on May 15, 2026.
Sec. 39. EFFECTIVE DATES

This act shall take effect on passage, except that Sec. 1 shall take effect on
July 2. 2025 and Sec. 33 shall take effect on July 1. 2026.

Thereupon, pending the question, Shall the Senate concur in the House
proposal of amendment?, Senator Hashim moved that the Senate concur with
the House proposal of amendment with further proposal of amendment by
striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

Sec. 1. 3 V.S.A. § 164 is amended to read:
§ 164. ADULT COURT DIVERSION PROGRAM
(a) Purpose.

(1) The Attorney General shall develop and administer an adult court
diversion program, for both pre-charge and post-charge referrals, available in
all counties.

(2) The program shall be designed to provide a restorative option for
persons alleged to have caused harm in violation of a criminal statute or who
have been charged with violating a criminal statute as well as for victims or
those acting on a victim’s behalf who have been allegedly harmed by the
respenstble-party person referred to the program. The diversion program can
accept referrals to the program as follows:

* ok 3k

(c) Adult diversion program policy and referral requirements.

* %k 3k

(3) Adult post-charge diversion requirements. Each State’s Attorney, in
cooperation with the Office of the Attorney General and the adult post-charge
diversion program, shall develop clear criteria for deciding what types of
offenses and offenders will be eligible for diversion; however, the State’s
Attorney shall retain final discretion over the referral of each case for



1672 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE

diversion.  All adult post-charge diversion programs receiving financial
assistance from the Attorney General shall adhere to the following:

(A) The post-charge diversion program for adults shall only accept
persons against whom charges have been filed and the court has found
probable cause, but are not adjudicated.

(B) A prosecutor may refer a person to diversion either before or
after arraignment and shall notify in writing the diversion program and the
court of the prosecutor’s efthe referral to diversion.

* %k 3k

Sec. 2. 4 V.S.A. § 71 is amended to read:
§ 71. APPOINTMENT AND TERM OF SUPERIOR JUDGES

(a) Fhere—shall-be 34 Superiorjudges;,—whese—term—of-officeshall; The

number of Superior judges shall be as determined by the General Assembly.
The term of office of a Superior judge shall, except in the case of an

appointment to fill a vacancy or unexpired term, begin on April 1 in the year
of their appointment or retention and continue for six years.

* %k 3k

Sec. 3. 4 V.S.A. § 1102 is amended to read:
§ 1102. JUDICIAL BUREAU; JURISDICTION

(a) The Judicial Bureau is created within the Judicial Branch under the
supervision of the Supreme Court.
(b) The Judicial Bureau shall have jurisdiction of the following matters:

* sk 3k

(4) Violations of 7 V.S.A. § 1005, relating to possession and
procurement of tobacco products by a person under 21 years of age.

% %k ok
Sec. 4. 4 V.S.A. § 1106 is amended to read:
§ 1106. HEARING

* %k 3k

(d) A Unless otherwise provided by law, a law enforcement officer may
void or amend a complaint issued by that officer by so marking the complaint
and returning it to the Bureau, regardless of whether the amended complaint is
a lesser included violation. At the hearing, a law enforcement officer may,
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unless otherwise provided by law, void or amend a complaint issued by that
officer in the discretion of that officer.

* ok 3k

Sec. 5. 7 V.S.A. § 1005(c) is amended to read:

(c) A person under 21 years of age who misrepresents his—or—her the
person’s age by presenting false identification to purchase tobacco products,
tobacco substitutes, or tobacco paraphernalia shall be fined subject to a civil
penalty of not more than $50.00 or provide up to 10 hours of community
service, or both.

Sec. 6. 12 V.S.A. § 5 is amended to read:
§ 5. DISSEMINATION OF ELECTRONIC CASE RECORDS

(a) The Court shall not permit public access via the Iaternet internet to
criminal, family, or probate case records. The Court may permit criminal
justice agencies, as defined in 20 V.S.A. § 2056a, Internet internet access to
criminal case records for criminal justice purposes, as defined in 20 V.S.A.
§ 2056a.

(b) Notwithstanding subsection (a) of this section, the Court shall provide
licensed Vermont attorneys in good standing with access via the internet,
through the Judiciary’s public portal website or otherwise, to nonconfidential

criminal, family, and probate case records.

(c) This section shall not be construed to prohibit the Court from providing
electronic access to:

(1) court schedules of the Superior Court or opinions of the Criminal
Division of the Superior Court;

(2) State agencies in accordance with data dissemination contracts
entered into under Rule 12 of the Vermont Rules for Public Access to Court
Records; or

(3) decisions, recordings of oral arguments, briefs, and printed cases of
the Supreme Court.

Sec. 7. 12 V.S.A. § 4937 is amended to read:
§ 4937. ATTORNEY’S FEES

When a mortgage contains an agreement on the part of the mortgagor to
pay the mortgagee, in the event of foreclosure, the attorney’s fees incident
thereto, and claim is made therefor in the complaint, upen-hearing; the court in
which the complaint is brought shall allow such fee as in its judgment is just.
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Sec. 8. 13 V.S.A. § 4013 is amended to read:
§ 4013. ZIP GUNS:SWIFCHBEADEKNIVES

A person who possesses, sells, or offers for sale a weapon commonly

known as a “zip” gun;-er-a-weapon-commeonly known-as-a-switchblade knife;
the-blade-of-which—is-three-inches-or-meore-intength; shall be imprisoned not

more than 90 days or fined not more than $100.00, or both.
Sec. 9. EXPUNGEMENT OF CRIMINAL HISTORY RECORDS

The court shall order the expungement of criminal history records of

convictions of 13 V.S.A. § 4013 for possessing, selling, or offering for sale a

switchblade knife that occurred prior to July 1, 2025. The process and effect
for expungement of these records shall be as provided for in 13 V.S.A. § 7606

and shall be completed by the court and all entities subject to the order not
later than July 1, 2026.
Sec. 10. 13 V.S.A. § 5351(7) is amended to read:

(7) “Victim” means:

(A) a person who sustains injury or death as a direct result of the
commission or attempted commission of a crime;

(B) an intervenor who is physically injured or killed in an attempt to
assist the person described in subdivision (A) of this subdivision (7) or the
poliee a protected professional as defined in subdivision 1028(d)(1) of this
title;

(C) a surviving immediate family member of a homicide victim,
including a spouse, domestic partner, parent, sibling, child, grandparent, or
other survivor who may suffer severe emotional harm as a result of the
victim’s death as determined on a case-by-case basis in the discretion of the
Board; or

(D) a resident of this State who is injured or killed as the result of a
crime committed outside the United States.

Sec. 11. 13 V.S.A. § 7282 is amended to read:
§ 7282. SURCHARGE

* %k 3k

(c) SHJ-sureharge: In addition to any penalty or fine imposed by the court
for a criminal offense committed after July 1, 2009, the clerk of the court shall
levy an additional surcharge of $100.00 to be deposited in the General Fund, in
support of the Specialized Investigative Unit Grants Board created in 24
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V.S.A. § 1940(c), and used to pay for the costs of Specialized Investigative
Units.

Sec. 12. 14 V.S.A. § 2 is amended to read:

§ 2. DEPOSIT OF WILL FOR SAFEKEEPING; DELIVERY; FINAL
DISPOSITION

(a) A will may be deposited for safekeeping in the Probate Division of the
Superior Court for the district in which the testator resides on payment to the

court of the applicable fee required by 32 V-S-A—§ 14347 32 V.S.A.
§ 1434(a)(18). The register shall give to the testator a receipt, shall safely

keep each will so deposited, and shall keep an index of the wills so deposited.
* %k 3k

Sec. 13. 14 V.S.A. § 3068 is amended to read:

§ 3068. HEARING

* %k 3k

(e)(1) If upon completion of the hearing and consideration of the record the
court finds that the respondent is not a person in need of guardianship, it shall
dismiss the petition and seal the records of the proceeding.

(2) If a motion to withdraw the petition is made before the final hearing,
the court shall dismiss the petition and seal the records of the proceeding.

(f) If upon completion of the hearing and consideration of the record the
court finds that the petitioner has proved by clear and convincing evidence that
the respondent is a person in need of guardianship or will be a person in need
of guardianship on attaining 18 years of age, it shall enter judgment specifying
the powers of the guardian pursuant to sections 3069 and 3070 of this title and
the duties of the guardian pursuant to section 3071 of this title.

(g) Any party to the proceeding before the court may appeal the court’s
decision in the manner provided in section 3080 of this title.

Sec. 14. 14 V.S.A. § 4051 is amended to read:
§ 4051. STATUTORY FORM POWER OF ATTORNEY

A document substantially in the following form may be used to create a
statutory form power of attorney that has the meaning and effect prescribed by
this chapter.
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VERMONT STATUTORY FORM POWER OF ATTORNEY IMPORTANT
INFORMATION

* ok 3k

GRANT OF SPECIFIC AUTHORITY (OPTIONAL)

My agent MAY NOT do any of the following specific acts for me UNLESS I
have INITIALED the specific authority listed below:

(CAUTION: Granting any of the following will give your agent the authority
to take actions that could significantly reduce your property or change how
your property is distributed at your death. INITIAL ONLY the specific
authority you WANT to give your agent.)

() An agent who is not an ancestor, spouse, or descendant may exercise
authority under this power of attorney to create in the agent or in an individual
to whom the agent owes a legal obligation of support an interest in my
property whether by gift, rights of survivorship, beneficiary designation,
disclaimer, or otherwise

() Create, amend, revoke, or terminate an inter vivos, family, living,
irrevocable, or revocable trust

() Consent to the modification or termination of a noncharitable irrevocable
trust under 14A V.S.A. § 411

() Make a gift, subject to the limitations of 14 V.S.A. § 4047 (gifts) and any
special instructions in this power of attorney

() Create, amend, or change rights of survivorship

() Create, amend, or change a beneficiary designation

() Waive the principal’s right to be a beneficiary of a joint and survivor
annuity, including a survivor benefit under a retirement plan

() Exercise fiduciary powers that the principal has authority to delegate

() Authorize another person to exercise the authority granted under this power
of attorney

() Disclaim or refuse an interest in property, including a power of appointment
() Exercise authority with respect to elective share under 14 V.S.A. § 319
() Exercise waiver rights under 14 V.S.A. § 323
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() Exercise authority over the content and catalogue of -electronic
communications and digital assets under 14 V.S.A. chapter 125 (Vermont
Revised Uniform Fiduciary Access to Digital Assets Act)

( ) Exercise authority with respect to intellectual property, including, without
limitation, copyrights, contracts for payment of royalties, and trademarks

() Convey, or revoke or revise a grantee designation, by enhanced life estate
deed pursuant to 27 V.S.A. chapter 6 or under common law.

* %k 3k

Sec. 15. 14A V.S.A. § 1316 is amended to read:
§ 1316. OFFICE OF TRUST DIRECTOR

Unless the terms of a trust provide otherwise, the rules applicable to a
trustee apply to a trust director regarding the following matters:

(1) acceptance under section 701 of this title;

(2) giving of bond to secure performance under section 702 of this title;

(3) reasonable compensation under section 708 of this title;

(4) resignation under section 705 of this title;

(5) removal under section 706 of this title; and

(6) vacancy and appointment of successor under section 704 of this title.
Sec. 16. 33 V.S.A. § 5204(b)(2)(A) is amended to read:

(2)(A)(1) The Family Division of the Superior Court shall hold a hearing
under subsection (c) of this section to determine whether jurisdiction should be
transferred to the Criminal Division under subsection (a) of this section if the
delinquent act set forth in the petition is:

(I) [Repealed.]

(II)  human trafficking or aggravated human trafficking in
violation of 13 V.S.A. § 2652 or 2653;

(IIT)  defacing a firearm’s serial number in violation of 13

V-S-A-§4024 13 V.S.A. § 4026; or
(IV) straw purchasing of firearm in violation of 13 V.S.A.

§ 4025; and

(i1) the child had attained 16 years of age but not 19 years of age
at the time the act was alleged to have occurred.
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Sec. 17. 33 V.S.A. § 5225 is amended to read:
§ 5225. PRELIMINARY HEARING; RISK ASSESSMENT

(a) Preliminary hearing. A preliminary hearing shall be held at the time
and date specified on the citation or as otherwise ordered by the court. If a
child is taken into custody prior to the preliminary hearing, the preliminary
hearing shall be at the time of the temporary care hearing. Counsel for the
child shall be assigned prior to the preliminary hearing.

(b) Risk and needs screening.

(1) Prior to the preliminary hearing, the child shall be afforded an
opportunity to undergo a risk and needs screening, which shall be conducted
by the Department or by a community provider that has contracted with the
Department to provide risk and need screenings for children alleged to have
committed delinquent acts.

(2) If the child participates in such a screening, the Department or the
community provider shall report the risk level result of the screening, the
number and source of the collateral contacts made, and the recommendation
for charging or other alternatives to the State’s Attorney. The State’s Attorney
shall consider the results of the risk and needs screening in determining
whether to file a charge. In lieu of filing a charge, the State’s Attorney may
refer a child directly to a youth-appropriate community-based provider that has
been approved by the Department, which may include pre-charge diversion
pursuant to 3 V.S.A. § 163, a community justice center, or a balanced and
restorative justice program. Referral to a community-based provider pursuant
to this subsection shall not require the State’s Attorney to file a charge. If the
community-based provider does not accept the case or if the child fails to
complete the program in a manner deemed satisfactory and timely by the
provider, the child’s case shall return to the State’s Attorney for charging
consideration.

* %k 3k

Sec. 18. 27 V.S.A. § 348 is amended to read:
§ 348. INSTRUMENTS CONCERNING REAL PROPERTY VALIDATED

(a) When an instrument of writing shall have been on record in the office
of the clerk in the proper town for a period of 15 years, and there is a defect in
the instrument because it omitted to state any consideration or was not sealed,
witnessed, acknowledged, validly acknowledged, or because a license to sell
was not issued or is defective, the instrument shall, from and after the
expiration of 15 years from the filing thereof for record, be valid. Nothing in
this section shall be construed to affect any rights acquired by grantees,
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assignees, or encumbrancers under the instruments described in the preceding
sentence, nor shall this section apply to conveyances or other instruments of
writing, the validity of which is brought in question in any suit now pending in
any courts of the State.

* %k 3k

(d) A release, discharge, or assignment of mortgage interest executed by a
commercial lender with respect to a one- to four-family residential real
property, including a residential unit in a condominium or in a common
interest community as defined in Title 27A, that recites authority to act on
behalf of the record holder of the mortgage under a power of attorney but
where the power of attorney is not of record shall have the same effect as if
executed by the record holder of the mortgage unless, within three years after
the instrument is recorded, an action challenging the release, discharge, or
assignment is commenced and a copy of the complaint is recorded in the land
records of the town where the release, discharge, or assignment is recorded.
This subsection shall not apply to releases, discharges, or assignments obtained
by fraud or forgery.

(e) A power of attorney made for the purpose of conveying, leasing,
mortgaging, or affecting any interest in real property that has been
acknowledged and signed in the presence of at least one witness shall be valid,
notwithstanding its failure to comply with 14 V.S.A. § 3503 or the
requirements of the Emergency Administrative Rules for Remote Notarial Acts
adopted by the Vermont Secretary of State, unless within three years after
recording, an action challenging its validity is commenced and a copy of the
complaint is recorded in the land records of the town where the power of
attorney is recorded. This subsection shall not apply to a power of attorney
obtained by fraud or forgery.

() Notwithstanding section 305 of this title, a deed, mortgage. lease, or
other instrument executed for the purpose of conveying or encumbering real
property executed by a person purporting to act as the agent or attorney-in-fact

for the party named in the deed, mortgage, lease, or other instrument that has
been recorded for at least 15 years in the land records where the real property

is located shall be valid even if no power of attorney authorizing and
empowering an agent or attorney-in-fact appears of record, unless, within 15
years after recording, an action challenging the validity of the deed, mortgage,

lease, or other instrument is commenced and a copy of the complaint is
recorded in the land records of the town where the property is located. This

subsection shall not apply to an instrument obtained by fraud or forgery.
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Sec. 19. 32 V.S.A. § 1003 is amended to read:
§ 1003. STATE OFFICERS

* ok 3k

(c) The officers of the Judicial Branch named in this subsection shall be

entitled to annual salaries as follows:

(1) Chief Justice of Supreme Court

(2) Each Associate Justice

(3) Administrative Chief Superior Judge
(4) Each Superior Judge

(5) [Repealed.]

(6) Each Magistrate

(7) Each Judicial Bureau hearing
officer

* %k 3k

Annual
Salary
as of
July 14,
2024

$214,024
$204,264
$204,264
$194,185

$146,413

$146,413

Annual
Salary
as of

July 13,
2025

$225,581
$215,294
$215,294
$204,671

$154,319

$154,319

Sec. 20. 2023 Acts and Resolves No. 27, Sec. 5 (forensic facility report) is

amended to read:
Sec. 5. [Deleted.]

Sec. 21. 2023 Acts and Resolves No. 40, Sec. 4 is amended to read:

Sec. 4. REPEALS

* sk 3k

(c) 28 V.S.A. § 126 (Coordinated Justice Reform Advisory Council) is

repealed on July152028 July 1, 2025.
Sec. 22. [Deleted.]

Sec. 23. [Deleted.]
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Sec. 24. FIREARM SURRENDER ORDER COMPLIANCE WORKING
GROUP; REPORT

(a) Creation. The Office of the Attorney General shall convene a Firearm
Surrender Order Compliance Working Group to develop a uniform process to
ensure _compliance with court orders to surrender firearms. The Working
Group shall examine the statutory or policy changes necessary to create a
uniform process to monitor compliance, support entities charged with storing
and returning surrendered firearms pursuant to court orders, and identify a
stable and reliable funding source for any additional resources needed to
monitor compliance.

(b) Membership. The Working Group shall be composed of the following

members:

(1) the Attorney General or designee, who shall be the chair;

(2) the Chief Superior Court Judge or designee:

(3) the Defender General or designee;

(4) one State’s Attorney or designee, appointed by the Department of
State’s Attorneys and Sheriffs;

(5) a member, appointed by the Vermont Network Against Domestic
and Sexual Violence;

(6) a member of the Vermont State Police, appointed by the
Commissioner of Public Safety;

(7) _a police chief, appointed by the Vermont Association of Chiefs of
Police;

(8) a federal firearms licensee, appointed by the Attorney General;

(9) the Vermont Center for Crime Victim Services; and

(10) the Vermont Council on Domestic Violence.
(c) Consultation. The Working Group shall consult with stakeholders
including:
(1) the Commissioner of Corrections;
(2) family law practitioners;

(3) victim advocates;

(4) advocates from culturally specific advocacy organizations that work

with domestic violence victims;

(5) _the Vermont Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs;
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(6) the Vermont Office of the Bureau of Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms;
(7) the Vermont Medical Society;

(8) the Commissioner of Mental Health; and

(9) the Commissioner of Fish and Wildlife.

(d) Report. On or before November 15, 2025, the Working Group shall

report its recommendations to the House and Senate Committees on Judiciary

and to the Joint Legislative Justice Oversight Committee. The report shall
include:

(1) a workable statewide compliance model that is adaptable to both the
Family and Criminal Divisions of the Superior Courts and that ensures:

(A) accountability of respondents and defendants while addressing
safety needs of the plaintiffs and victims: and

(B) proper storage and return of firearms surrendered pursuant to
court orders; and

(2) recommendations for any legislative changes necessary to support
the model.

(e) Meetings. The Working Group shall meet not more than six times.
(f) Compensation and reimbursement. Members of the Working Group

who are not employees of the State of Vermont or who are not otherwise
compensated or reimbursed for their attendance shall be entitled to
compensation and reimbursement of expenses pursuant to 32 V.S.A. § 1010 for

not more than six meetings.
Sec. 25. 15A V.S.A. § 3-504 is amended to read:

§ 3-504. GROUNDS FOR TERMINATING RELATIONSHIP OF PARENT
AND CHILD

(a) If a respondent answers or appears at the hearing and asserts parental
rights, the court shall proceed with the hearing expeditiously. If the court
finds, upon clear and convincing evidence, that any one of the following
grounds exists and that termination is in the best interests of the minor, the
court shall order the termination of any parental relationship of the respondent
to the minor:

* %k sk

(2) In the case of a minor over six months of age at the time the petition
is filed, the respondent did not exercise parental responsibility for a period of
at least six months immediately preceding the filing of the petition. In making
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a determination under this subdivision, the court shall consider all relevant
factors, which may include the respondent’s failure to:

(A) make reasonable and consistent payments, in accordance with the

respondent’s financial means, for the support of the minor, although legally
obligated to do so;

(B) regularly communicate or visit with the minor; or

(C) during any time the minor was not in the physical custody of the
other parent, manifest an ability and willingness to assume legal and physical
custody of the minor.

* %k 3k

Sec. 25a. 33 V.S.A. § 5231(d) is amended to read:

(d) Termination of parental rights. If the Commissioner or the attorney for
the child seeks an order terminating parental rights of one or both parents and
transfer of custody to the Commissioner without limitation as to adoption, the
court shall consider the best interests of the child in accordance with section

5114 of this title. The Department’s Family Services Division shall not
consider payment of child support to the Family Services Division to offset the
cost of foster care as a factor in a petition to terminate parental rights.

Sec. 25b. 33 V.S.A. § 5317(d) is amended to read:

(d) Termination of parental rights. If the Commissioner or the attorney for
the child seeks an order at disposition terminating the parental rights of one or
both parents and transfer of legal custody to the Commissioner without
limitation as to adoption, the court shall consider the best interests of the child
in accordance with section 5114 of this title. The Department’s Family

Services Division shall not consider payment of child support to the Family
Services Division to offset the cost of foster care as a factor in a petition to

terminate parental rights.
Sec. 26. 15 V.S.A. § 202 is amended to read:

§ 202. PENALTY FOR DESERTION OR NONSUPPORT

A married person who, without just cause, shall desert or willfully neglect
or refuse to provide for the support and maintenance of his-er-her the person’s
spouse and children, leaving them in destitute or necessitous circumstances or

a parent who, without lawful excuse, shall desert or willfully neglect or refuse
to provide for the support and maintenance of his-er-her the child er-an—-adult
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State; shall be imprisoned not more than two years or fined not more than
$300.00, or both. Should a fine be imposed, the court may order the same to
be paid in whole or in part to the needy spouse;—parent; or to the guardian,
custodian, or trustee of the child. The Office of Child Support attorneys, in
addition to any other duly authorized person, may prosecute cases under this
section in Vermont Superior Court.

Sec. 27. 28 V.S.A. § 818 is amended to read:
§ 818. EARNED TIME; REDUCTION OF TERM

* %k 3k

(b) The earned time program implemented pursuant to this section shall
comply with the following standards:

* %k 3k

(4) The Department shall:

(A) ensure that all victims of record are notified of the earned time
program at its outset and made aware of the option to receive notifications
from the Department pursuant to this subdivision;

(B) provide timely notice not less frequently than every 90 days to
the offender, and to any victim who opts to receive the notice, any time the
offender receives a reduction in his-er-her the offender’s term of supervision
pursuant to this section;

(C) maintain a system that documents and records all such reductions
in each offender’s permanent record; and

(D) record any reduction in an offender’s term of supervision
pursuant to this section on a monthly basis and ensure that victims who want
information regarding changes in seheduled an offender’s minimum release
dates date have access to such information.

* ok 3k

Sec. 28. VICTIM NOTIFICATION SYSTEM TASK FORCE; REPORT

(a) Creation. There is created the Victim Notification System Task Force
to review and improve the responsiveness of Vermont’s victim notification
system.

(b) Membership. The Task Force shall be composed of the following
members:

(1) the Commissioner of Corrections or designee;
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(2) the Executive Director of the Center for Crime Victim Services or
designee;

(3) the Executive Director of the Department of State’s Attorneys and
Sheriffs or designee;

(4) a member, appointed by the Vermont Network Against Domestic
and Sexual Violence;

(5) the Victims Service Director of the Vermont State Police;

(6) two persons who are either victims or survivors of crimes, appointed
by the Center for Crime Victim Services: and

(7) a member, appointed by the Commissioner of Corrections, who is
familiar with the capability and technical operations of the VINE system.

(¢) Powers and duties. The Task Force shall study the current state of
Vermont’s victim notification system, including:

(1) improving victims’ accessibility to information;

(2) ensuring that the entire notification process is trauma-informed,
including all notifications, communications, and informational materials;

(3) expanding the use of automated notification systems in order to
increase options and maximize communication choices for victims and
survivors; and

(4) recommendations for necessary training and resources.
(d) Assistance. The Task Force shall have the administrative, technical,

and legal assistance of the Department of Corrections.

(e) Report. On or before November 15, 2025, the Task Force shall submit

its findings and recommendations as a written report in the form of proposed
legislation to the Joint Legislative Justice Oversight Committee, the House
Committees on Corrections and Institutions and on Judiciary, and the Senate
Committees on Institutions and on Judiciary.

(f) Meetings.
(1) The Commissioner of Corrections or designee shall call the first

meeting of the Task Force to occur on or before August 1, 2025.

(2) The Committee shall select a chair from among its members at the
first meeting.

(3) A majority of the membership shall constitute a quorum.
(4) The Task Force shall cease to exist on February 15, 2026.
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Sec. 29. 4 V.S.A. § 39 is amended to read:
§ 39. CAPITAL BUDGET REQUESTS; COUNTY COURTHOUSES

(a) On or before October 1 each year, any county requesting capital funds
for its courthouse, or court operations, shall submit a request to the Court
Administrator. As used in this subsection, “court operations” does not include
operating expenses.

(b) The Court Administrator shall evaluate requests based on the following
criteria:

(1) whether the funding request is consistent with a capital program
developed pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 133(e)(3);

(2) whether the project that is the subject of the request has been
included in the list of capital projects in the county’s budget pursuant to 24
V.S.A. § 133(e)(1), and, if so, the description of the project included in the
budget;

(3) whether the county has established a capital reserve fund pursuant to
24 V.S.A. § 133(e)(3). and, if so, the amount of annual contributions the
county has made to the fund;

(4) whether the funding request relates to an emergency that will affect
the court operations and the administration of justice;

2)(5) whether there is a State-owned courthouse in the county that
could absorb court activities in lieu of this capital investment;

3)36)  whether the county consistently has invested in major
maintenance in the courthouse;

(7) whether the request relates to a State-mandated function;

5)(8) whether the request diverts resources of other current Judiciary
capital priorities;

6)(9) whether the request is consistent with the long-term capital needs
of the Judiciary, including providing court services adapted to modern needs
and requirements; and

€A(10) any other criteria as deemed appropriate by the Court
Administrator.

(c) Based on the criteria described in subsection (b) of this section, the
Court Administrator shall make a recommendation to the Commissioner of
Buildings and General Services regarding whether the county’s request should
be included as part of the Judiciary’s request for capital funding in the
Governor’s annual proposed capital budget request.
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(d) On or before January 15 of each year, the Court Administrator shall
advise the House Committee on Corrections and Institutions and the Senate
Committee on Institutions of all county requests received and the Court
Administrator’s recommendations for the proposed capital budget request.

Sec. 30. 23 V.S.A. § 1210(c) is amended to read:

(c) Second offense. A person convicted of violating section 1201 of this
title who has been convicted of another violation of that section within the last
20 years shall be fined not more than $1,500.00 or imprisoned not more than
two years, or both. At least 200 80 hours of community service shall be
performed, or 60 consecutive hours of the sentence of imprisonment shall be
served and may not be suspended or deferred or served as a supervised
sentence, except that credit for a sentence of imprisonment may be received
for time served in a residential alcohol facility pursuant to sentence if the
program is successfully completed.

Sec. 31. INTENT

(a) It is the intent of the General Assembly that the Department of
Corrections ensures gender parity in the access to services and programs that

strengthen family connections.

(b) It is the further intent of the General Assembly that the Department of
Corrections develop a phased plan to expand the application of 28 V.S.A.
§ 128 to all Vermont correctional facilities by 2028.

Sec. 32. 28 V.S.A. § 102(c) is amended to read:

(c) The Commissioner is charged with the following responsibilities:

* %k sk

(24) To provide and sustain trauma-informed family support services
and programming pursuant to section 128 of this title.

Sec. 33. 28 V.S.A. § 128 is added to read:

§ 128. INCARCERATED PARENTS AND GUARDIANS:; FAMILY
SUPPORT PROGRAM

(a) Family Support Program. The Department of Corrections shall

establish the Family Support Program to provide free parenting and family
support at each correctional facility to all incarcerated individuals who are

parents and guardians regardless of gender. The Program shall include
individualized services and programming intended to provide:

(1) increased knowledge and skill for incarcerated parents and guardians
to address the specific needs of their children;
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(2) resources to incarcerated parents and guardians to engage in needs-

specific planning and communication strategies with their children and their
children’s caregivers;

(3) child-friendly visitation spaces, in consultation with the Department,
for in-person and virtual visits between parents or guardians and their children,

including establishing safety protocol;

(4) outreach and coordination with appropriate services for the children
of incarcerated parents and guardians and the children’s caregivers:

(5) improved cross-system coordination and collaboration to deliver
necessary services to the families of incarcerated parents and guardians; and
(6) reentry support and preparation for incarcerated parents and
guardians.
(b) Program support. The Department may support the operation of the

Family Support Program established pursuant to this section through grants of

financial assistance to, or contracts for services with, any nonprofit entity that
meets the Department’s requirements.

(¢) Annual report. Annually, on or before July 1, the Department shall
submit a written report to the House Committees on Corrections and
Institutions and on Judiciary and the Senate Committees on Institutions and on
Judiciary concerning:

(1) the funding, participation, and outcomes of the services and
programming established pursuant to this section; and

(2) _ considerations and any progress towards sustained statewide
programming and gender parity.

Sec. 34. DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS; FAMILY SUPPORT
PROGRAM; IMPLEMENTATION

The Department of Corrections shall first implement the Family Support
Program established under 28 V.S.A. § 128 at the Chittenden Regional

Correctional Facility and Northern State Correctional Facility.
Sec. 35. EFFECTIVE DATES

This act shall take effect on passage, except that Sec. 1 shall take effect on
July 2. 2025 and Sec. 29 shall take effect on July 1, 2026.

Thereupon, the question, Shall the Senate concur in the House proposal of
amendment with further proposal of amendment?, was decided in the
affirmative.
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Rules Suspended; Report of Committee of Conference Accepted and
Adopted on the Part of the Senate

H. 91.

Pending entry on the Calendar for notice, on motion of Senator Baruth, the
rules were suspended and the report of the Committee of Conference on House
bill entitled:

An act relating to the Vermont Homeless Emergency Assistance and
Responsive Transition to Housing Program.

Was taken up for immediate consideration.

Senator Lyons, for the Committee of Conference, submitted the following
report:

TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES:

The Committee of Conference to which were referred the disagreeing votes
of the two Houses reports that it has met and considered the same and
recommends that the House accede to the Senate proposal of amendment and
that the bill be amended by striking out all after the enacting clause and
inserting in lieu thereof the following:

* * * Findings and Legislative Intent * * *
Sec. 1. FINDINGS
The General Assembly finds that:

(1)  according to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development’s 2024 Annual Homelessness Assessment Report, Vermont had

the fourth highest rate of homelessness in 2024 in that 53 of every 10,000
Vermonters are experiencing homelessness, with only Hawaii, New York, and

Oregon experiencing higher rates;
(2) according to the Vermont Homeless Management Information

System, as of March 2025 there were 4.971 individuals who were homeless in
the State, 1,105 of whom were children;

(3) according to the Vermont 2024 Point-in-Time Count, there were
approximately 3,458 unhoused individuals in Vermont, which represents a 300
percent increase over the 1,110 unhoused individuals prior to the COVID-19
pandemic in 2020;

(4) according to the Vermont 2024 Point-in-Time Count, over 35
percent of those Vermonters experiencing homelessness were unhoused for

more than one year and over 72 percent were unhoused for more than 90 days;
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(5) according to the Vermont 2024 Point-in-Time Count, Black
Vermonters are 5.6 times more likely to be unhoused as compared to white
Vermonters;

(6) the 2024 Vermont Housing Needs Assessment notes that 36,000
primary homes are needed in Vermont between 2025-2029. 3.295 of which are
needed to address homelessness;

(7) _the 2024 Vermont Housing Needs Assessment notes that “[h]alf of
all Vermont renters are cost-burdened, and one-in-four pay more than 50

[percent] of their income on housing costs, putting them at high risk of

eviction,” which “is heightened by Vermont’s rental vacancy rate of 3
[percent], which is well below the 5 [percent] rate of a healthy market”:;

(8) since 2020, the Vermont Housing and Conservation Board has
facilitated construction of 170 new single-family homeownership units and
269 new shelter beds; and

(9) the 2024 Vermont Housing Needs Assessment notes that “[h]alf of

all Vermont renters are cost-burdened, and one-in-four pay more than 50
[percent] of their income on housing costs, putting them at high risk of

eviction,” which “is heightened by Vermont’s rental vacancy rate of 3
[percent], which is well below the 5 [percent] rate of a healthy market”.

Sec. 2. LEGISLATIVE INTENT

(a) It is the intent of the General Assembly that unsheltered homelessness
be eliminated and that homelessness in Vermont be rare, brief, and

nonrecurring.
(b) It is the intent of the General Assembly that the Vermont Homeless

Emergency Assistance and Responsive Transition to Housing Program
established in 33 V.S.A. chapter 22 is a step toward ensuring that:

(1)  homelessness be reduced in Vermont and interim shelter
opportunities be available to provide a stable pathway to permanent housing
for all Vermonters experiencing homelessness, including safe shelter options
for individuals living in unsheltered homelessness;

(2) Vermont increase the supply of emergency shelter as well as
permanent supportive housing that meets the specific needs of individuals;

(3) community components of all shelter types are integrated in a
systemic manner;

(4) night-by-night shelter, relocation between interim shelter sites, and
other disruptions in housing stability be eliminated to the extent possible;
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(5) Vermont’s emergency housing statutes, rules, policies, procedures,
and practices be modeled on Housing First principles where appropriate;

(6) noncongregate shelter be used to the extent possible; and

(7) Vermont reduce reliance on the inefficient use of hotel and motel
rooms to shelter participating households and expand the use of emergency
shelters throughout the State for this purpose.

(c) It is the intent of the General Assembly that:

(1) the Vermont Homeless Emergency Assistance and Responsive
Transition to Housing Program established in 33 V.S.A. chapter 22 replaces
the provision of emergency housing through the General Assistance Program
established in 33 V.S.A. chapter 21 and the Housing Opportunity Grant
Program beginning in fiscal year 2027 and on an ongoing basis; and

(2) in fiscal years 2027 and 2028, emergency shelter services funded
through the Housing Opportunity Grant Program in fiscal year 2025 be funded

at a level equivalent to or greater than fiscal year 2025 expenditures.

* % * Vermont Homeless Emergency Assistance and Responsive Transition to
Housing Program; Effective July 1, 2025 * * *

Sec. 3. 33 V.S.A. chapter 22 is added to read:

CHAPTER 22. VERMONT HOMELESS EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE
AND RESPONSIVE TRANSITION TO HOUSING PROGRAM

§ 2201. SHORT TITLE

The Program established in this chapter may be cited as “VHEARTH” or
the “VHEARTH Program.”

§ 2202. PURPOSE

It is the purpose of the General Assembly to:

(1) replace the provision of emergency housing through the General
Assistance Program established in chapter 21 of this title and the Housing
Opportunity Grant Program and use funds and resources previously attributed
to these programs, and any other identified State and federal monies, to fund
the Vermont Homeless Emergency Assistance and Responsive Transition to
Housing Program established in this chapter;

(2) reduce reliance on the inefficient use of hotel and motel rooms to
shelter participating households and expand the use of emergency shelters
throughout the State for this purpose; and

(3) assist in maintaining housing for households at risk of homelessness
and transition households experiencing homelessness to permanent housing.




1692 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE
§ 2203. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

(1) “At risk of homelessness” means precariously housed without
sufficient income, resources, or support to prevent homelessness.

(2) “Community action agency’” means an agency designated pursuant
to 3 V.S.A. chapter 59.

(3)  “Community-based shelter” means a shelter that meets the

Department’s standards for the operation of shelters.

(4) “Department” means the Department for Children and Families.

(5) “Extreme weather event” means extreme hot or cold temperatures or
weather events, such as hurricanes, flooding, or blizzards, that create
hazardous conditions for outdoor habitation by humans.

(6) “Homeless” means:

(A) lacking a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence;
(B) facing imminent loss of primary nighttime residence;

(C) fleeing or attempting to flee domestic violence: or

(D) otherwise defined as homeless under federal law.

(7)_‘“Household” means an individual and any dependents for whom the
individual is legally responsible who are domiciled and intend to stay in
Vermont as evidenced by an intent to dwell in Vermont and to return to
Vermont if temporarily absent, coupled with an act or acts consistent with that
intent. “Household” includes individuals who reside together as one economic

unit, including those who are married, parties to a civil union, or unmarried.

(8)  “Unsheltered homelessness” means sleeping in a location not
designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation.
§ 2204. REGIONAL ADVISORY COUNCILS

(a) Each community action agency shall convene a regional advisory

council composed of individuals and organizations in the community action
agency’s region. The membership of each regional advisory council shall

reflect, to the extent possible, the growing diversity among Vermonters,
including individuals who are Black, Indigenous, and Persons of Color, as well
as with regards to socioeconomic status, geographic location, gender, sexual
identity, and disability status.

(1) Members of an advisory council shall include individuals with lived
experience of homelessness, local housing coalitions or a local continuum of
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care serving as a local housing coalition, other organizations providing

services in the region, municipalities, statewide homelessness organizations,

the Agency of Human Services’ Field Services Director, and any other
representatives of the Agency as needed.

(2) Members of a regional advisory council may include community and
State partners, housing providers, providers of coordinated entry, continuums

of care, faith-based organizations, and other individuals or organizations as
needed.

(b) Fach regional advisory council shall provide advice and

recommendations to the community action agency in its region regarding the
design and implementation of the Program.

(¢) Each regional advisory council shall meet on at least a quarterly basis.

(d) Members of a regional advisory council who are not participating in
their professional capacity shall be entitled to per diem compensation and
reimbursement of expenses as permitted under 32 V.S.A. § 1010 for not more
than eight meetings annually. These payments shall be made from monies
distributed to the relevant community action agency by the Department.

* % * Vermont Homeless Emergency Assistance and Responsive Transition to
Housing Program; Effective July 1, 2026 * * *

Sec. 4. 33 V.S.A. chapter 22 is amended to read:

CHAPTER 22. VERMONT HOMELESS EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE
AND RESPONSIVE TRANSITION TO HOUSING PROGRAM

* %k sk

§ 2203. DEFINITIONS
As used in this chapter:

* %k 3k

(2) “Community action agency” means an agency designated pursuant
to 3 V.S.A. chapter 59 or the entity or entities otherwise authorized by the
Department pursuant to section 2205 of this chapter to fulfill the duties of a

community action agency under this chapter.

* %k 3k

§ 2204. ESTABLISHMENT; VERMONT HOMELESS EMERGENCY
ASSISTANCE AND RESPONSIVE TRANSITION TO HOUSING
PROGRAM

The Vermont Homeless Emergency Assistance and Responsive Transition
to Housing Program is established in the Department to provide services to
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households that are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless, to the extent
funds exist.

(1) The Department shall select and enter into an agreement with a
statewide organization that has population-specific service experience to
provide or cause to be provided supportive services and shelter to those
households that are experiencing or that have experienced domestic or sexual
violence.

(2) All other participating households shall be served by or through a

community action agency responsible for a geographically distinct region of

the State. Community action agencies participating in the Program shall
provide or cause to be provided supportive services, extreme weather event

shelter, and emergency shelter.
§ 2205. AUTHORIZATION PROCESS: REAUTHORIZATION REVIEW

(a) The Department shall select and enter into an agreement with a
statewide organization to provide or cause to be provided supportive services
and shelter to those households that are experiencing or that have experienced
domestic or sexual violence. The Department shall conduct regular reviews of

the statewide organization to ensure compliance with this chapter. The

statewide organization may be subject to corrective actions by the Department
if, within the constraint of appropriated resources, it no longer meets the

requirements of this chapter or has failed to adequately meet the needs of
households that are experiencing or that have experienced domestic or sexual
violence. If the statewide organization cannot fulfill its responsibilities under
this chapter, the Department shall work with another entity to ensure that there
is not a gap in services.

(b)(1) The Department shall authorize a community action agency to serve
or cause to be served households that are homeless or at risk of becoming
homeless in a geographically distinct region of the State if it meets the criteria
in this section. If a community action agency cannot fulfill its responsibilities
under this chapter, the Department shall work with other community action
agencies or other appropriate community entities to ensure that there is not a
gap in services in a community action agency’s region.

(2) A community action agency providing or causing to provide services

in accordance with this chapter shall have:

(A) existing or planned infrastructure to support households in the

region, including an established leadership team, a human resources staff, and
the ability to receive grant funding and issue subgrants:

(B) the ability to meet the Department’s reporting requirements,
including having a past history of reporting compliance;
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(C) the capacity to perform or cause to be performed the core
services required pursuant to section 2206 of this chapter;

(D) the capacity to seek and accept charitable contributions, grants,
and services of volunteers, including money, clothing, and furniture:

(E) any outcome measures established in this chapter:

(F) community connections with other providers in the region,

including local housing coalitions, housing providers, providers of coordinated
entry, continuums of care, faith-based organizations, and providers of services
to individuals who are older Vermonters; individuals who have disabilities, a
substance use disorder, or a mental health condition; individuals reentering the
community after incarceration; individuals transitioning from the care and
custody of the Commissioner for Children and Families; and families with
children; and

(G) the ability to provide plain language communications to

households receiving services.

(3) Not less than every three years, the Department shall conduct a
reauthorization review of each community action agency providing or causing

to provide services pursuant to this chapter. An organization may be subject to
corrective actions by the Department if, within the constraint of appropriated

resources, it no longer meets the requirements in subdivision (2) of this
subsection or has failed to adequately meet the needs of households in its
region that are homeless or at risk of homelessness. Lack of compliance may

result in the Department deciding not to reauthorize the community action
agency. The Department may review progress of any previously required

corrective actions and may review community action agency performance
between reauthorization reviews.
§ 2206. VHEARTH CORE SERVICES

(a) The Department shall enter into an agreement with a statewide

organization with population-specific experience serving households that are
experiencing or that have experienced domestic or sexual violence. The

organization shall provide or cause to be provided various shelter and case
management services that support households.

(b) Each community action agency shall offer or cause to be offered, in
collaboration with community partners, each of the following services within
its region:

(1) supportive services, including:
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(A) intake assessments and services for diversion from homelessness,
which shall include regional intake shelters unless the Department and

community action agencies agree otherwise;
(B) household needs assessments;

(C) individualized household plans to address identified needs;

(D) housing navigation services;

(E) assistance obtaining and retaining housing, including financial

assistance;

(F) landlord-tenant outreach, education, and conflict resolution;

(G) navigation to other services and supports as identified in the
household’s housing plan, including economic benefits, peer-supported
services, job training and employment services, services related to disability
and independent living advocacy, and referral to health care assistance such as
treatment for mental health conditions and substance use disorder as provided

by the designated and specialized services agencies and preferred providers,
respectively, or other providers: and

(H) progress monitoring and interventions;

(2) the operation of extreme weather event shelters, which may include

time-limited congregate accommodations and may be provided through

agreements with municipalities or other entities, utilizing available data and
considering geographic access to prioritize funding for this purpose; and

(3) the operation of emergency shelters in a manner that builds upon the
federally required community planning process and prioritizes households in

need of the services of an emergency shelter, which may include community-
based shelters, temporary use of hotels or motels, lease agreements for full or

partial use of an existing building, need-specific shelter arrangements, master
grant leases, the development of shelter capacity, or other arrangements or
combinations of arrangements that comply with the intent of this chapter.

§ 2207. USE OF HOTEL AND MOTEL ROOMS

(a) It is the intent of the General Assembly to decrease reliance on hotel
and motel rooms for emergency housing. Annually, as shelter capacity
increases and the number of households experiencing homelessness decreases
in each region of the State, the use of hotel and motel rooms for emergency
housing in that region shall decrease. Annually, as part of the Department’s
budget presentation, the Department shall set goals for increased housing

capacity, including permanent supportive housing, permanent affordable
housing, and shelter beds, some of which may be population-specific, in
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addition to proposed corresponding decreases in the use of hotel and motel
rooms. The Department shall provide data pertaining to the percentage of
increased shelter capacity from the previous fiscal year in each region and how
that increase impacts the corresponding hotel and motel room usage for
emergency housing in each region pursuant to this subsection for the purpose

of informing regional planning and expectations.
(b) _If hotels and motels are used to provide emergency shelter pursuant to

this chapter, the hotel and motel operators shall comply with Program rules
and the following rules:

(1) Department of Health, Licensed Lodging Establishment Rule (CVR
13-140-023); and

(2) Department of Public Safety, Vermont Fire and Building Safety
Code (CVR 28-070-001).
(¢) Annually, the Department shall propose hotel and motel rates as part of

its budget presentation for approval by the General Assembly. A community
action agency shall not pay or cause to be paid with State monies a per-room,

per-night basis that exceeds the rate approved by the General Assembly.
(d) If a hotel or motel is being utilized, a community action agency or
entity under contract with a community action agency:

(1) shall ensure relevant support services established pursuant to
subdivision 2206(b)(1) of this chapter:;

(2) shall enter into agreements for the use of blocks of hotel and motel
rooms and negotiate the conditions of use for those blocks, including access
for providers of case management or other supportive services;

(3) shall prioritize the use of hotel and motel room agreements over

individual per-room, per-night hotel or motel room use, unless it is not
appropriate to a household’s needs;

(4)  may use population-specific placements to the extent certain
populations are not isolated from the wider community served through the
Program; and

(5) shall not utilize hotels and motels outside the community action

agency or entity’s region, unless approved by the Department or in a written
memorandum of understanding between community action agencies.
§ 2208. VHEARTH: DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT

(a) The Department and the Agency of Human Services shall have

statewide responsibility for meeting the intent of this chapter, including
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statewide planning, system development, and the involvement of all the
Agency’s departments.

(b) For the purpose of providing administrative oversight and monitoring

of the Program established in this chapter, the Department shall:

(1D(A) maintain guidance regarding when extreme weather event
shelters shall be operated, including flexibility for regional weather conditions:
and

(B) maintain a website with the locations of all extreme weather
event shelters;

(2) include as part of any review of a community action agency required

pursuant to 3 V.S.A. chapter 59 the community action agency’s ability to
perform the requirements of this chapter;

(3)(A) consult with the community action agencies and the statewide

organization serving households that are experiencing or that have experienced
domestic or sexual violence to develop appropriate resource allocations and

methods for adjustment that take into account available data, the presence of
community-based providers, and customary resource allocation methods,
economic indicators, rate of homelessness, rental vacancy rates, and other
variables, as appropriate; and

(B) annually, distribute funding to each community action agency

and the statewide organization serving households that are experiencing or that
have experienced domestic or sexual violence using the allocation formula

developed pursuant to subdivision (A) of this subdivision (b)(3), or if the

Department and community action agencies agree, disperse a joint allocation
for all community action agencies, which the community action agencies shall
determine how to distribute amongst themselves;

(4) consult with the community action agencies and the statewide
organization serving households that are experiencing or that have experienced
domestic and sexual violence to develop appropriate measures and methods for
accountability of the community action agencies’ and the statewide

organization’s execution of duties under this chapter, including the provision
of any previously agreed upon information to enable the Department to

evaluate the services provided through grant funds, the effect on households
receiving services, and an accounting of expended grant funds;

(5) provide support and technical assistance to the community action

agencies, other community partners, and the statewide organization serving
households that are experiencing or that have experienced domestic or sexual

violence;
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(6) identify specific administrative resources that could be transitioned
to community operations;

(7)_develop and maintain standards for the core services listed in section
2206 of this chapter, including the operation of community-based shelters; and

(8) adopt rules pursuant to 3 V.S.A. chapter 25, in consultation with the
community action agencies and the statewide organization serving households
that are experiencing or that have experienced domestic or sexual violence, as
appropriate, for the implementation of this chapter, including rules that address
reauthorization standards under subsection 2205(a) and subdivision 2205(b)(3)

of this chapter and accommodations for individuals with a disability.
§ 2209. REGIONAL PLANNING; NEEDS ASSESSMENTS

(a) As part of the plan required every three years pursuant to 3 V.S.A.

§ 3904 and the federally required planning and needs assessments for the
continuums of care, the community action agencies shall develop a regional
needs assessment and planning process, in collaboration with community and
State partners, for use in each community action agency’s region to inform
future plans addressing housing and homelessness in each region of the State.
The regional needs assessment and planning process plans shall include:

(1) addressing progress in reducing the number of households
experiencing homelessness in a region;

(2) assessing the rate households placed in permanent housing return to

homelessness and the underlying reasons;

(3) identifying resources developed and utilized in the region to address
homelessness and efforts to improve the equitable distribution of these
resources in the region;

(4) reporting the rate of household participation with coordinated entry
processes and case management services;

(5) identifying system gaps and the funding needed to address those
gaps, including periodic inflationary adjustments: and

(6) utilizing data, including Vermont’s Point-in-Time Count,
coordinated entry assessment results, and community conversations.

(b) Every three years, each community action agency shall submit plans

developed pursuant to this section to the Department in a format prescribed by

the Department and to the regional planning committees in the region. Upon
receipt of the plans, the Department shall consolidate the results of these

reports and submit the consolidated report to the House Committee on Human
Services and to the Senate Committee on Health and Welfare.
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§ 2210. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

On or before the last day of every third month, the Department shall post a
report on its website, in consultation with the community action agencies and
the statewide organization serving households experiencing domestic or sexual
violence, addressing:

(1) the number of households served through the Program, by household
size and, if applicable, by eligibility category, region, service provider, and
core service category:

(2) cash income and noncash benefits by source:

(3) changes in capacity for shelter beds, nursing homes, and residential

care homes since the previous reporting period;

(4) the number of diversions from homelessness made during the
previous reporting period;

(5) _the number of households whose intake assessment indicated a
potential need for services from each department within the Agency:

(6) the number of households that have been successfully transitioned to

permanent housing since the previous reporting period, the types of housing

settings in which they have been placed, and any supportive services they are
receiving in conjunction with their housing;

(7) the number of households returning to homelessness after placement
in permanent housing; and
(8) an inventory, by amount and purpose, of all subgrants issued by the

statewide organization serving households experiencing or who have
experienced domestic or sexual violence and by each community action
agency.

§ 2204 2211. REGIONAL ADVISORY COUNCILS

* %k sk

* * * Implementation Planning and Initial Regional Assessments * * *
Sec. 5. VHEARTH IMPLEMENTATION PLANNING

(a)  On or before October 1. 2025, the Department for Children and

Families, in collaboration with the community action agencies and the
statewide organization serving households that are experiencing or that have
experienced domestic or sexual violence, shall submit the first of two written
implementation plans to the House Committee on Human Services, the Senate

Committee on Health and Welfare, and the Joint Fiscal Committee outlining its
initial plans for the implementation of the Vermont Homeless Emergency
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Assistance and Responsive Transition to Housing Program established by 33
V.S.A. chapter 22 on or before July 1, 2026. Specifically, the first
implementation plan shall include:

(1) a process that community action agencies, in coordination with the
Department, shall use to conduct regularly occurring regional needs
assessments and develop future regional plans, including consideration of
municipal needs;

(2) recommended performance measures to evaluate the community
action agencies and the statewide organization serving households that are
experiencing or that have experienced domestic or sexual violence in carrying
out their duties under 33 V.S.A. chapter 22, including:

(A) the provision of any previously agreed upon information to
enable the Department to evaluate the services provided through grant funds,
the effect on households receiving services, and an accounting of expended
grant funds; and

(B) performance measures that may be specific to an individual

region of the State or provider;

(3) recommended eligibility for each of the core services listed in 33
V.S.A. § 2206;

(4) guidance regarding when extreme weather event shelters shall be
operated. including flexibility for regional weather conditions;

(5) a timeline for the implementation of core services listed in 33 V.S.A.
§ 2206 for the first six months of fiscal year 2027;

(6) recommended intake and assessment processes to determine

appropriate shelter and services for households based on Program eligibility;
and

(7) a recommended process to enable an unwilling community action

agency to opt-out of participation in the Program in a manner that gives the
State adequate notice.

(b) On or before January 15, 2026, the Department for Children and

Families, in collaboration with the community action agencies, regional
advisory councils established pursuant to 33 V.S.A. § 2204, any other relevant

department of the Agency, and the statewide organization serving households
that are experiencing or that have experienced domestic or sexual violence,
shall submit the second of two written implementation plans to the House
Committee on Human Services and the Senate Committee on Health and

Welfare outlining its initial plans for the implementation of the Vermont
Homeless Emergency Assistance and Responsive Transition to Housing
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Program established by 33 V.S.A. chapter 22 on or before July 1., 2026.

Specifically, the second implementation plan shall include recommendations
and information on the following:

(1)(A) funding allocations among the community action agencies and
other providers, including for services specific to households that are
experiencing or that have experienced domestic or sexual violence; and

(B) the distribution of fiscal year 2026 appropriations pursuant to
Sec. 8 of this act;

(2) additional State and federal funding and other resources identified
for the Program;

(3) establishing an appeals process that includes a hearing before the

Human Services Board and an option for an expedited appeals process;

(4) the role of 211 within the intake system;

(5) whether access to all or some services should include an expectation

regarding household participation in case management services or other
expectations such as night limits on the use of hotels and motels, and, if so,

what elements and in what circumstances participation in case management
services or other expectations should be applied;

(6) whether the use of emergency shelter should include financial

participation, and, if so, what that participation should include;

(7)__appropriate intake and assessment processes for verification of
residency, homelessness, and household income;

(8) how to best ensure that there is equitable access to shelter and
supportive services for households experiencing homelessness;

(9) the number of housing vouchers that Vermont lost in the past vear, if
the data is available; and

(10) any anticipated challenges requiring a legislative solution.
Sec. 6. INTERIM AND FINAL NEEDS ASSESSMENT PLANS

Prior to the enactment of the Vermont Homeless Emergency Assistance and
Responsive Transition to Housing Program on July 1. 2026, the statewide

organization serving households experiencing or that have experienced
domestic or sexual violence and community action agencies shall conduct
initial needs assessments in accordance with the process developed in Sec.

5(a)(1) of this act. On or before January 15, 2026, the community action

agencies shall submit one comprehensive progress report and the statewide
organization shall submit a separate report to the House Committees on
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Appropriations and on Human Services and the Senate Committees on
Appropriations and on Health and Welfare, including estimated fiscal year
2027 budget proposals, estimated costs of administering the Program, and an
analysis of any barriers to generating additional shelter and permanent housing
in the region. On or before April 1, 2026, the statewide organization shall

submit a report and the community action agencies shall submit a separate
comprehensive report detailing the results of each region’s needs assessment
and implementation plans, which shall not exceed the budgetary proposals
provided in the January 15, 2026 progress report, to the House Committees on
Appropriations and on Human Services and the Senate Committees on

Appropriations and on Health and Welfare and to the regional planning
committees in the region. The initial needs assessment conducted pursuant to

this section shall include:

(1) addressing progress in reducing the number of households
experiencing homelessness in a region;

(2) assessing the rate households placed in permanent housing return to

homelessness and the underlying reasons;

(3) identifying resources developed and utilized in the region to address
homelessness and efforts to improve the equitable distribution of these
resources in the region;

(4) reporting the rate of household participation with coordinated entry
processes and case management services;

(5) identifying system gaps and the funding needed to address those
gaps, including periodic inflationary adjustments: and

(6) utilizing data, including Vermont’s Point-in-Time Count,
coordinated entry assessment results, and community conversations.

* % * Community Action Agencies * * *
Sec. 7. 3 V.S.A. chapter 59 is amended to read:
CHAPTER 59. COMMUNITY SERVCES ACTION AGENCIES
§ 3901. FINDINGS AND PURPOSE

(a) Recognizing that the economic well-being and social equity of every
Vermonter has long been a fundamental concern of the State, it remains
evident that peverty—eontinues—to—be—theJot—of a substantial number of
Vermont’s population continues to experience poverty. It is the policy of this
the State to help develop the full potential of each of its citizens so they can
contribute to the fullest extent possible to the life of our communities and the
State as a whole.
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(b) It is the purpose of this chapter to strengthen, supplement, and
coordinate efforts that further this policy through:

(1)  the strengthening of community capabilities for planning,
coordinating, and managing federal, State, and other sources of assistance
related to the problem of poverty;

(2) the better organization and utilization of a range of services related
to the needs of the-peer individuals with low income; and

(3) the broadening of the resource base of programs to secure a more
active role in assisting the—peer individuals with low income from business,
labor, and other groups from the private sector.

§ 3902. OFFICE OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY

(@) The Director of the Office of Economic Opportunity is hereby
authorized to allocate available financial assistance for community serviees
action agencies and programs in accordance with State and federal law and
regulation.

(b) The Director may provide financial assistance to community serviees
action agencies for the planning, conduct, administration, and evaluation of
community serviee action programs to provide a range of services and
activities having a measurable and potentially major impact on causes of
poverty in the community or in areas of the community where poverty is a
particularly acute problem. Components of those services and activities may
involve, without limitation of other activities and supporting facilities designed
to assist lew-ineeme participants with low income:

(1) to secure and retain meaningful employment;

(2) to obtain adequate education;

(3) to make better use of available income;

envirenment have access to safe, secure, and p_ermanent housmg

(5) to obtam Dreventlon 1ntervent10n treatment and recovery serV1ces

for th 3
ef—&afeette&éé&ets—aﬁd—a}eehehes 1nd1v1duals w1th substance use dlsorder

(6) to obtain emergency assistance through loans and grants to meet
immediate and urgent individual and family needs, including the need for
health services, nutritious food, housing, and unemployment-related assistance;

(7) to remove obstacles and solve personal and family problems whieh
that block achievement of self-sufficiency;
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(8) to achieve greater participation in the affairs of the community;

(9) to make more frequent and effective use of other programs related to
the purposes of this chapter; and

(10) to coordinate and establish linkages between governmental and
other social service programs to assure ensure the effective delivery of such
services to tew-ineeme persons; with low income and to encourage the use of
entities in the private sector of the community in efforts to ameliorate poverty
in the community.

(c) The Director is authorized to adopt rules pursuant to chapter 25 of this
title appropriate to the carrying out of this chapter and the purposes thereof.

§ 3903. DESIGNATION OF AGENCIES TO PROVIDE SERVICES AND
ACTIVITIES TO AMELIORATE OR ELIMINATE POVERTY

The Director shall designate private nonprofit eemmunity—based
community-based organizations whe that have demonstrated or whe that can

demonstrate the ability to provide services and activities as defined in
subsection 3902(b) of this title as community serviees action agencies.

§ 3904. COMMUNITY SERVCES ACTION AGENCY PLAN

Each designated community serviees action agency shall determine the need
for activities and services within the area served by the agency and shall
thereafter prepare a community services plan whieh that describes the method
by which the agency will provide those services. The plan shall include a
schedule for the anticipated provision of new or additional services and shall
specify the resources whieh that are needed by and available to the agency to
implement the plan. The community services plan shall be completed every
three years and updated annually. The plan shall include the regional needs
assessment required under 33 V.S.A. § 2209.

§ 3905. COMMUNITY SERWCES ACTION AGENCIES;
ADMINISTRATION

(a) Each community serviees action agency shall administer its programs
as set out in the community services plan and as approved by its board of
directors.

(b) Each board of a nonprofit eemmunity—based community-based
organization that is designated a community serviees action agency under

section 3903 of this chapter shall have an executive committee of not more
than seven members who shall be representative of the composition of the
board and the board shall be so constituted that:

* ok 3k
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(2) one-third of the members of the board are persons chosen in
accordance with election procedures adequate to assure ensure that they are
representative of the-peer individuals with low income in the area served; and

(3) the remainder of the members of the board are officials or members
of business, industry, labor, religious, welfare, education, or other major
groups and interests in the community.

(c) Each member of the a board selected to represent a specific geographic
area within a community shall reside 1n the area he—er—she the member

ee%seeu%w&yea%s—er—me%&thaﬂ—a—teml—eﬁg—yea%s Each board shall adth term

limits to govern its members.

* * % Appropriations * * *
Sec. 8. APPROPRIATION; TRANSITION PLANNING

(a) In fiscal year 2026. $7.000.000.00 of one-time funding is appropriated
from the General Fund as follows:

(1) $5.085,000.00 to the Department for Children and Families to plan

for the implementation of the Vermont Homeless Emergency Assistance and
Responsive Transition to Housing Program, which shall be distributed to the

community action agencies on a mutually agreed upon schedule, as needed.;

(2) $400,000.00 to the Department for Children and Families for
distribution to the statewide organization serving households experiencing or

who have experienced domestic or sexual violence; and

(3) $515.000.00 to the Department of Health for distribution to Bridges
to Health for services to individuals who are experiencing homelessness or at

risk of becoming homeless;

(4) $1,000,000.00 to the Department for Children and Families for the
distribution of grants to municipalities planning and implementing services for
households that are at risk of homelessness or experiencing homelessness, in
collaboration with the community action agency serving a municipality’s
region.

(b) The Department shall report on the distribution of appropriations made
in this section pursuant to Sec. 5(b)(1)(B).
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* * * VHEARTH Transition * * *
Sec. 9. VHEARTH TRANSITION

Between July 1, 2025 and July 1, 2026, pursuant to a mutual agreement
between the Department and a community action agency or the statewide
organization serving households experiencing domestic or sexual violence,
specific elements of the Vermont Homeless Emergency Assistance and
Responsive Transition to Housing Program may take effect prior to July 1,
2026 subject to:

(1) 30-day notice to affected households;
(2) 30-day notice to the Joint Fiscal Committee, House Committee on

Human Services, and Senate Committee on Health and Welfare:; and

(3) posted notice on the Department’s website.
* * * Effective Dates * * *
Sec.10. EFFECTIVE DATES
This act shall take effect on July 1, 2025, except that:

(1) Sec. 4 (Vermont Homeless Emergency Assistance and Responsive
Transition to Housing Program) shall take effect on July 1, 2026; however,
specific elements of the Vermont Homeless Emergency Assistance and
Responsive Transition to Housing Program may be implemented prior to that
date pursuant to Sec. 9;

(2) Sec. 7 (community action agencies) shall take effect on July 1, 2026;

and

(3) the Department for Children and Families shall commence the

rulemaking process prior to July 1, 2026 in order to have rules in place on that
date.

IRGINIA V. LYONS

MARTINE LAROCQUE GULICK

TANYA C. VYHOVSKY
Committee on the part of the Senate

THERESA A. WOOD

ERIC MAGUIRE

JUBILEE MCGILL
Committee on the part of the House

Recess

The Chair declared a recess until the fall of the gavel.
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Called to Order
The Senate was called to order by the President.

Thereupon, the question, Shall the Senate accept and adopt the report of the
Committee of Conference?, was agreed to on a division of the Senate, Yeas 15,
Nays 12.

Rules Suspended; Bills Messaged

On motion of Senator Baruth, the rules were suspended, and the following
bills were ordered messaged to the House forthwith:

S. 69, S. 109, H. 91.
Adjournment

On motion of Senator Baruth, the Senate adjourned until three o'clock in
the afternoon.

Called to Order
The Senate was called to order by the President.
Message from the House No. 74

A message was received from the House of Representatives by Ms.
Courtney Reckord, its Second Assistant Clerk, as follows:

Mr. President:
I am directed to inform the Senate that:

The House has considered a bill originating in the Senate of the following
title:

S. 124. An act relating to miscellaneous agricultural subjects.

And has passed the same in concurrence with proposal of amendment in the
adoption of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

Message from the House No. 75

A message was received from the House of Representatives by Ms.
Courtney Reckord, its Second Assistant Clerk, as follows:

Mr. President:
I am directed to inform the Senate that:

The House has considered Senate proposal of amendment to House bill of
the following title:

H. 472. An act relating to professions and occupations regulated by the
Office of Professional Regulation.
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And has concurred therein with a further proposal of amendment thereto, in
the adoption of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

The House has considered Senate proposal of amendment to House
proposal of amendment to Senate bill of the following title:

S. 69. An act relating to an age-appropriate design code.
And has concurred therein.
Recess

On motion of Senator Baruth the Senate recessed until three-thirty in the
afternoon.

Called to Order
The Senate was called to order by the President.

Rules Suspended; Immediate Consideration; House Proposal of
Amendment to Senate Proposal of Amendment Concurred In with
Amendment

S. 122.

Appearing on the Calendar for notice, on motion of Senator Baruth, the
rules were suspended and Senate bill entitled:

Was taken up for immediate consideration.

The House proposes to the Senate to amend the bill by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. EXPANDING SERVICES FOR SMALL BUSINESSES

(a) The Vermont Professionals of Color Network. Of monies appropriated
to the Department of Economic Development in fiscal year 2026, $200,000.00
shall be allocated to support The Vermont Professionals of Color Network’s
critical workforce and business development services it provides to BIPOC

business communities and to support its business technical assistance services,
which includes education on basic business practices, resource navigation, and

networking support to BIPOC small business owners.

(b) Business advising. Of monies appropriated to the Department of
Economic Development in fiscal year 2026, $150,000.00 shall be allocated for
a grant to the Vermont Small Business Development Center for the purpose of
supporting the continuation of its work in helping Vermonters start, acquire,
and grow businesses. The funds shall also be used to continue its business

advising and educational workshops to meet increasing demands of
entrepreneurs and small business owners post pandemic.
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Sec. 2. INTERNATIONAL TRADE DIVISION

Of monies appropriated to the Department of Economic Development in
fiscal year 2026, $150.000.00 shall be allocated to the International Business
Office for the purpose of continuing to support the Office’s initiatives.

Sec. 3. TASK FORCE TO EXPLORE DEVELOPMENT OF
CONVENTION CENTER AND PERFORMANCE VENUE

(a) Creation. There is created the Convention Center and Performance
Venue Task Force to study the feasibility of constructing a convention center
and performance venue in Vermont.

(b) Membership. The Task Force shall be composed of the following
members:

(1) one current member of the House of Representatives, who shall be
appointed by the Speaker of the House;

(2) one current member of the Senate, who shall be appointed by the
Committee on Committees;

(3) the Commissioner of the Department of Economic Development or
designee;

(4) the President of the Vermont Chamber of Commerce or designee;

(5) the Chief Executive Officer of the Lake Champlain Chamber of
Commerce or designee;

(6) the President of the Vermont Regional Development Corporations or
designee; and

(7) the Chair of the Vermont Association of Planning and Development

Agencies or designee.

(c) Powers and duties. The Task Force, in reviewing the feasibility of
constructing a convention center and performance venue in Vermont, shall:
(1) determine the ability of the State to support the projects through
appropriations, bonding, tax instruments, and other financial assistance;
(2) __identify infrastructure improvements needed for the projects,
including water, sewer, transportation, lodging, and food;

(3) consider management and operational options for ownership,
maintenance, staffing, and related items for the projects;

(4) research the attributes of convention centers and performance venues

that have been recently and successfully developed in other states:; and
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(5) evaluate the economic impact and anticipated return on investment
of having a convention center and performance venue.

(d) Assistance. The Task Force shall have the administrative, technical,
and legal assistance of the Agency of Commerce and Community
Development.

(e) Reports. On or before November 1, 2025, the Task Force shall submit

an_interim report to the House Committee on Commerce and Economic
Development and the Senate Committee on Economic Development, Housing

and General Affairs with an update on its work pursuant to subsection (¢) of
this section. On or before November 1, 2026, the Task Force shall submit a

final written report to the House Committee on Commerce and Economic
Development and the Senate Committee on Economic Development, Housing

and General Affairs with its findings and any recommendations for legislative
action.

(f) Meetings.
(1) The Commissioner of the Department of Economic Development or

designee shall call the first meeting of the Task Force to occur on or before
July 15, 2025.

(2) The Task Force shall select a chair from among its members at the
first meeting.

(3) A majority of the membership shall constitute a quorum.
(4) The Task Force shall cease to exist on December 1, 2026.

(5) The Task Force shall meet not more than six times.

(2) Reimbursement.

(1) For attendance at meetings during adjournment of the General

Assembly, a legislative member of the Task Force serving in the member’s
capacity as a legislator shall be entitled to per diem compensation and

reimbursement of expenses pursuant to 2 V.S.A. § 23 for not more than six

meetings. These payments shall be made from monies appropriated to the
General Assembly.

(2) Other members of the Task Force shall be entitled to reimbursement
of expenses as permitted under 32 V.S.A. § 1010 for not more than six
meetings. These payments shall be made from monies appropriated to the
Agency of Commerce and Community Development.
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Sec. 4. 9 V.S.A. chapter 111B is added to read:
CHAPTER 111B. TRADE COMMISSIONS
§4129. VERMONT-IRELAND TRADE COMMISSION

(a) The Vermont-Ireland Trade Commission is established within the State
Treasurer’s office to advance bilateral trade and investment between Vermont
and Ireland. The Commission shall consist of seven members as follows:

(1) two members, appointed by the Governor;

(2) two members, appointed by the Speaker of the House:

(3) two members, appointed by the Senate Committee on Committees:;

and

(4) the State Treasurer or designee.

(b) The purposes of the Vermont-Ireland Trade Commission are to:

(1) advance bilateral trade and investment between Vermont and
Ireland;

(2) 1initiate joint action on policy issues of mutual interest to Vermont
and Ireland;

(3) promote business and academic exchanges between Vermont and

Ireland;

(4) encourage mutual economic support between Vermont and Ireland;

(5) encourage mutual investment in the infrastructure of Vermont and
Ireland: and

(6) address other issues as determined by the Commission.
(c) The members of the Commission, except for the State Treasurer or

designee, shall be appointed for terms of four years each and shall continue to
serve until their successors are appointed, except that in order to achieve
staggered terms, the two members appointed by the Governor shall serve
initial terms of two years each and the two members appointed by the Speaker
of the House shall serve initial terms of three years each. Members may be
reappointed. A member serves at the pleasure of the member’s appointing

authority. Not more than two members serving on the Commission may be
members of the General Assembly.

(d) A vacancy in the membership of the Commission shall be filled by the

relevant appointing authority within 90 days after the vacancy.

(e) The Commission shall select a chair from among its members at the

first meeting. The Chair, as appropriate, may appoint from among the
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Commission members subcommittees or a subcommittee at the Chair’s

discretion. A majority of the members of the Commission shall constitute a
quorum for purposes of transacting the business of the Commission.

(f) The Commission shall submit a written report with its findings, results,
and recommendations to the Governor and the General Assembly within one
year of its initial organizational meeting and on or before December 1 of each
succeeding year for the activities of the current calendar year. The report shall
also include a disclosure listing any in-kind contributions received by specific

members of the Commission through their work in the Commission in the
current calendar vyear.

(g) The Vermont-Ireland Trade Commission is authorized to raise funds,

through direct solicitation or other fundraising events, alone or with other
groups, and accept donations, grants, and bequests from individuals,
corporations, foundations, governmental agencies, and public and private
organizations and institutions, to defray the Commission’s administrative
expenses and to carry out its purposes as set forth in this chapter. The funds,
donations, grants, or bequests received pursuant to this chapter shall be
deposited in a bank account and allocated annually by the State Treasurer’s

office to defray the Commission’s administrative expenses and carry out its
purposes. Any monies so withdrawn shall not be used for any purpose other

than the payment of expenses under this chapter. Interest earned shall remain
in the bank account.

(h) Members of the Commission shall not receive compensation or be

entitled to reimbursement of expenses by the State of Vermont for their service
on the Commission.

Sec. 5. INITIAL APPOINTMENT DEADLINE FOR VERMONT-IRELAND
TRADE COMMISSION

Initial appointments to the Vermont-Ireland Trade Commission shall be
made not later than October 1, 2026.

Sec. 6. REPEAL; VERMONT-IRELAND TRADE COMMISSION
9 V.S.A. § 4129 (Vermont-Ireland Trade Commission) as added by this act

is repealed on June 30, 2030.
Sec. 7. 10 V.S.A. § 540 is amended to read:

§ 540. WORKFORCE EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT AND
TRAINING EEADER LEADERS

(a) The Commissioner of Labor and the Executive Director of the Office of
Workforce Strategy and Development shall be the leader leaders of workforce
education and employment and training in the State; and shall have the
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authority and responsibility for the coordination of werkferce-education—and
atning-within-Stategovernment,—ineludingthefe pties: the State’s

O ) Cl O

workforce system as provided in this section.

(b) The powers and duties provided in this section shall not limit, restrict,
or suspend any similar powers the Commissioner of Labor or the Executive
Director of the Office of Workforce Strategy and Development may have
under other provisions of law.

(¢) For purposes of the federal Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act

(WIOA), the Department of Labor shall be designated as the State Workforce

Agency and the Commissioner of Labor shall serve as the State Workforce
Administrator.

(d) As co-leader of workforce education and employment and training in
the State, the Commissioner of Labor, in consultation with the Executive
Director of the Office of Workforce Strategy and Development where
appropriate, shall:

(1)  Perform—thefolowing dutiesi Hation—with_the_S
Wertkforce Development Board: ensure the coordination and administration of

workforce education and employment and training programs operated by the
Department of Labor;
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%Hewn&g—rnferm—aﬁen— enter into agreements to the extent necessary, wrth

other State agencies and departments for services to improve the employment
and economic outcomes for individuals receiving public assistance, including
agreements to provide customized or specialized services that are beyond the
basic services required by federal law;

aﬂd—trarmng—fuﬂehng— develoD strategres and Drovrde sum)ort to entrtres

responsible for federal investments in the State’s workforce system;

be—m&ée—unéer—thrs—sabéwrsren— develoD strategres desrgned to reduce
employee layoffs and business closures: and

(B) provide reemployment services to employees affected by layoffs
and closures;
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administer a system where employment and training resources are provided to
individuals and businesses through both physical and virtual service delivery
methods;

(6) Facilitate effective communication between the business community
and-public—and-private—eduecationalinstitutions: establish job centers in such

parts of the State as the Commissioner deems necessary and evaluate such
centers on an as-needed basis;

(7)_maintain a free and secure electronic job board that, to the extent
practicable, compiles all available job, registered apprenticeship, education and

training, and credentialing opportunities that support job seekers and career
advancers;

Seetal—Seeurity—number—or—an—equivalent: use data to ensure that State
workforce education and employment and training activities are aligned with
the needs of the:

(A) available workforce;

(B) employers to fill their current and future job openings; and

(C) specific credentials required by emplovers:

oppertunities-in-Vermeont: require that each business, training provider, or other
entity receiving State funding to conduct workforce training submit a report
that evaluates the results of the training; and

(10) notwithstanding any provision of State law to the contrary, and to
the fullest extent allowed under federal law, ensure that the program
administrator _in _each State and State-funded workforce education and

employment and training program collects and reports data and results at the
individual level by Social Security number or equivalent.

(e) As co-leader of workforce education and employment and training in
the State, the Executive Director of the Office of Workforce Strategy and

Development, in consultation with the Commissioner of Labor and the State
Workforce Development Board where appropriate, shall:
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(1) advise the Governor and members of the Governor’s cabinet on the

establishment and management of an integrated system of workforce education
and training in Vermont;

(2) coordinate across public and private sectors to identify and address
labor force needs and ensure that workforce development program information
1s easily accessible to students, employees, and businesses;

(3) develop a comprehensive workforce strategy that contains
measurable statewide workforce goals along with a biennial operational plan to
achieve those goals that shall:

(A) be developed in collaboration with, and representative of,
workforce system partners, including public, private, nonprofit, and
educational sectors and the State Workforce Development Board;

(B) include a set of metrics, designed in consultation with the

Agency of Administration’s Chief Performance Office, used to evaluate the
effectiveness  of, to the extent practicable, all workforce development

programs;

(C) align with and build upon other required strategic planning
efforts, including the WIOA State Plan;

(D) be informed by the inventory system as set forth in subdivision
(4) of this subsection (e); and

(E) be reviewed and updated as necessary, but at least once every two

ycars,

(4) create, maintain, and update a publicly accessible inventory of all

known workforce education and employment and training programs and
activities in the State in order to:

(A) annually assess the investments and effectiveness of the
workforce development system;

(B) ensure coordination and nonduplication of workforce education
and employment and training activities; and

(C) identify best practices and gaps in the delivery of workforce
education and employment and training programs;

(5) identify and manage priority projects specific to regional workforce

needs;

(6) facilitate effective communication between the business community,

State and local government, and public and private educational institutions, for
the purpose of workforce pipeline development and job placement;
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(7) coordinate intentional outreach and connections between students
and employment opportunities in the State; and

(8) ensure the State Workforce Development Board is carrying out its
duties and responsibilities as set forth in section 541a of this chapter.

(H)(1) The Executive Director of the Office of Workforce Strategy and
Development shall, once every two years, issue a comprehensive biennial
workforce report to the Governor, the House Committees on Appropriations
and on Commerce and Economic Development, and the Senate Committees on
Appropriations and on Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs,
on or before December 1, that includes an evaluation of the accomplishments
of the State workforce investment system and the performance of participating
agencies and institutions covering the previous two calendar years. The report
shall include identification of system priorities, need for future funding

requests, identification of proposed legislative and administrative changes, and
any other information relevant to the performance and future needs of the

workforce investment system. The report shall summarize performance and
outcome information submitted by federally and State-funded workforce

development and investment programs for all public and nonpublic programs.

(2) To the extent practicable, workforce reports required of the
Department of Labor, including the apprenticeship report required by 21
V.S.A. § 1113(e)(2), shall be incorporated into the comprehensive report
required by subdivision (1) of this subsection.

(3) The Executive Director of the Office of Workforce Strategy and
Development shall have the support and coordination of the Department of
Labor in developing and submitting the biennial report required by subdivision
(1) of this subsection.

(4) The provisions of 2 V.S.A. § 20(d) (expiration of required reports)
shall not apply to the report to be made under subdivision (1) of this
subsection.

Sec. 8. BABY BONDS PILOT PROGRAM
(a) The Office of the State Treasurer is authorized to commence a five-year

pilot program to evaluate the impact, effectiveness, and operational necessities

of a permanent program under 3 V.S.A. chapter 20. The Treasurer shall design
a pilot program modeled on the Vermont Baby Bond Trust created in 3 V.S.A.

chapter 20, which may include taking the following actions:
(1) establishing and appointing members to an advisory committee;

(2) identifying research and evaluation partners;
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(3) evaluating eligibility criteria for recipients and the final selection of
recipients;

(4) establishing performance metrics and reporting requirements;

(5) working with an investment consultant to create an investment plan
and guidance for pilot program funds;

(6) creating partnerships with organizations around the State to support

the pilot program and provide feedback on wrap-around services: and

(7) conducting outreach to potential recipients.

(b) Annually on or before January 15 of each year through 2030, the

Treasurer shall submit a report to the Senate Committees on Economic
Development, Housing and General Affairs and on Appropriations and the

House Committees on Commerce and Economic Development and on
Appropriations detailing:

(1) the activities, operations, receipts, disbursements, earnings, and

expenditures of the pilot program during the preceding calendar year;

(2) differences between the pilot program and the permanent program

under 3 V.S.A. chapter 20 in eligible recipients and amounts invested; and

(3) any other information the Treasurer deems appropriate.

(¢) On or before January 15, 2031, the Treasurer shall submit a report to

the Senate Committees on Economic Development, Housing and General
Affairs and on Appropriations and the House Committees on Commerce and
Economic Development and on Appropriations summarizing the pilot
program, including recipient demographics, income levels, geographic location

of recipients, recipient behavioral changes, and recipient access to wrap-
around services.

Sec. 9. BABY BONDS PILOT SPECIAL FUND

(a) There is created the Baby Bonds Pilot Special Fund, to be administered
by the Office of the State Treasurer. The Fund shall consist of all gifts,

donations, and grants from any source, public or private, dedicated for deposit
into the Fund for purposes of the Baby Bond Pilot Program. Monies in the
Fund shall be used for the purposes of providing funds to recipients under the

Program and to fund administrative costs of the Program.
(b) Notwithstanding any contrary provisions of 32 V.S.A. chapter 7.

subchapter 5, unexpended balances and any earnings shall remain in the Fund
from vear to vear.
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(¢) The Treasurer may invest monies in the Fund in accordance with the
provisions of 32 V.S.A. § 434.

(d) The Fund shall terminate upon completion of the Program.
Sec. 10. 3 V.S.A. § 609 is amended to read:

§ 609. IMPLEMENTATION;: PH-OFPROGRAM

The Treasurer’s duty to implement this chapter is contingent upon:

publication—bythe Treasurer—of an—official statement—that-the Treasurer has

(1) submission by the Treasurer to the General Assembly in 2031 of the
report summarizing the Baby Bonds Pilot Program; and

(2) an appropriation of funds by the General Assembly in an amount
sufficient to fund the Trust.

Sec. 11. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) This section and Secs. 3. 8. 9. and 10 shall take effect on passage.
(b) Secs. 1-2 and Sec. 7 shall take effect on July 1, 2025.
(c) Secs. 4-6 shall take effect on July 1, 2026.

Thereupon, pending the question, Shall the Senate concur in the House
proposal of amendment to the Senate proposal of amendment?, Senators
Brock, Chittenden and Weeks moved that the Senate concur in the House
proposal of amendment with a further proposal of amendment as follows:

First: By striking out Secs. 8, 9, and 10 in their entireties

Second: In Sec. 11, effective dates, by striking out subsection (a) in its
entirety and inserting in lieu thereof a new subsection (a) to read as follows:

(a) This section and Sec. 3 shall take effect on passage.

and by renumbering the remaining section to be numerically correct.

Thereupon, the question, Shall the Senate concur in the House proposal of
amendment to the Senate proposal of amendment with further proposal of
amendment?, was decided in the affirmative.



THURSDAY, MAY 29, 2025 1721

Recess
On motion of Senator Baruth, the Senate recessed until the fall of the gavel.
Called to Order
The Senate was called to order by the President.

House Proposal of Amendment to Senate Proposal of Amendment
Concurred In with Amendment

H. 266.

House proposal of amendment to Senate proposal of amendment to House
bill entitled:

An act relating to the 340B prescription drug pricing program.
Was taken up.

The House concurs in the Senate proposal of amendment with further
proposal of amendment thereto by striking out Secs. 4-7 in their entireties and
inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 4. 18 V.S.A. § 9407 is added to read:

§ 9407. OUTPATIENT PRESCRIPTION DRUGS; LIMITATIONS ON
HOSPITAL CHARGES

(a)(1) A hospital shall not submit a claim to a health insurer for
reimbursement of a prescription drug administered in an outpatient or office
setting in an amount that exceeds 120 percent of the average sales price (ASP),
as calculated by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, for any drug

for which the hospital charged any health insurer more than 120 percent of the
ASP in effect as of April 1, 2025.

(2) For any prescription drug administered in an outpatient or office

setting for which a hospital charged a health insurer 120 percent or less of the
ASP in effect as of April 1, 2025, the hospital shall not charge the health
insurer a greater percentage of the ASP, as calculated by the Centers for

Medicare and Medicaid, for that drug than the percentage of the ASP that the
hospital charged the health insurer as of April 1., 2025.

(3) A hospital shall update the ASP for each drug annually on January 1
and July 1 based on the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services’ ASP
calculations for the most recent calendar quarter.

(b)(1) The purpose of this section is to reduce health care costs. A hospital
shall not charge or collect from the patient or health insurer any amount for a

prescription drug administered in an outpatient or office setting that exceeds
the amounts set forth in subsection (a) of this section or increase the amounts
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the hospital charges for other prescription drugs, procedures, tests, imaging, or
other health care goods or services in an effort to offset revenue reduced as a
result of implementing this section.

(2) If a hospital demonstrates to the Green Mountain Care Board in its
budget submissions pursuant to subchapter 7 of this chapter that the price cap
set forth in subsection (a) of this section is having a negative impact on access
to care, the quality of care, or the sustainability of rural health care services, or
a combination of these, the hospital may propose to increase the commercial
reimbursement rates for one or more of its service lines, such as primary care,
and the Board shall consider both the demonstrated impact and the proposed
increase to reimbursement rates.

(¢) The provisions of this section shall remain in effect unless and until the
Green Mountain Care Board establishes a different reference-based price
pursuant to section 9376 of this title that applies to prescription drugs

administered in an outpatient or office setting.
(d) This section shall not apply to an independent hospital that is

designated as a critical access hospital and that is not affiliated with another
hospital or hospital network based in or outside of Vermont.

Sec. 5. OUTPATIENT PRESCRIPTION DRUGS; LIMITATIONS ON
HOSPITAL CHARGES FOR 2025

(a)(1) A hospital shall not submit a claim to a health insurer for
reimbursement of a prescription drug administered in an outpatient or office
setting between July 1, 2025 and December 31, 2025 in an amount that
exceeds 130 percent of the average sales price (ASP), as calculated by the
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services for the most recent calendar
quarter, for any drug for which the hospital charged any health insurer more

than 120 percent of the ASP in effect as of April 1, 2025.
(2) For any prescription drug administered in an outpatient or office

setting for which a hospital charged a health insurer 120 percent or less of the
ASP in effect as of April 1, 2025, the hospital shall not charge the health
insurer a greater percentage of the ASP, as calculated by the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services for the most recent calendar quarter, for that

drug between July 1, 2025 and December 31, 2025 than the percentage of the
ASP that the hospital charged the health insurer as of April 1, 2025.

(b)(1) The purpose of this section is to reduce health care costs. A hospital
shall not charge or collect from the patient or health insurer any amount for a

prescription drug administered in an outpatient or office setting that exceeds
the amounts set forth in subsection (a) of this section or increase the amounts

the hospital charges for other prescription drugs, procedures, tests, imaging, or
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other health care goods or services in an effort to offset revenue reduced as a
result of implementing this section.

(2) If a hospital demonstrates to the Green Mountain Care Board in its
budget submissions pursuant to subchapter 7 of this chapter that the price cap
set forth in subsection (a) of this section is having a negative impact on access
to care, the quality of care, or the sustainability of rural health care services, or
a combination of these, the hospital may propose to increase the commercial
reimbursement rates for one or more of its service lines, such as primary care,
and the Board shall consider both the demonstrated impact and the proposed
increase to reimbursement rates.

(¢) This section shall not apply to an independent hospital that is
designated as a critical access hospital and that is not affiliated with another
hospital or hospital network based in or outside of Vermont.

Sec. 6. EFFECTIVE DATES
(a) Sec. 4 (18 V.S.A. § 9407; outpatient prescription drugs; limitations on

hospital charges) shall take effect on January 1, 2026.

(b) Sec. 5 (outpatient prescription drugs; limitations on hospital charges for
2025) shall take effect on July 1, 2025.

(¢) The remainder of this act shall take effect on passage, with the first
report under Sec. 2 (18 V.S.A. § 9406) due on or before January 31, 2026.

Thereupon, pending the question, Shall the Senate concur in the House
proposal of amendment to the Senate proposal of amendment?, Senator
Williams moved that the Senate concur in the House proposal of amendment
with a further proposal of amendment as follows:

First: By striking out Sec. 5, outpatient prescription drugs; limitations on
hospital charges for 2025, in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof a new
Sec. 5 to read as follows:

Sec. 5. [Deleted.]

Second: In Sec. 6, effective dates, by striking out subsection (b) in its
entirety and renumbering subsection (c) to be subsection (b).

Thereupon, the question, Shall the Senate concur in the House proposal of
amendment to the Senate proposal of amendment with further proposal of
amendment?, was agreed to on a division of the Senate, Yeas 20, Nays 10.
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Rules Suspended; Immediate Consideration; House Proposal of
Amendment Not Concurred In; Committee of Conference Requested;
Committee of Conference Appointed

S. 45.

Appearing on the Calendar for notice, on motion of Senator Baruth, the
rules were suspended and Senate bill entitled:

Was taken up for immediate consideration.

The House proposes to the Senate to amend the bill by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 12 V.S.A. chapter 195 is amended to read:

CHAPTER 195. NUISANCE SUITS AGAINST AGRICULTURAL
ACTIVITIES

§ 5751. LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS AND PURPOSE

The General Assembly finds that agricultural production is a major
contributor to the State’s economy; that agricultural lands constitute unique
and irreplaceable resources of statewide importance; that the continuation of
existing and the initiation of new agricultural activities preserve the landscape
and environmental resources of the State, contribute to the increase of tourism,
and further the economic welfare and self-sufficiency of the people of the
State; and that the encouragement, development, improvement, and
preservation of agriculture will result in a general benefit to the health and
welfare of the people of the State. In order for the agricultural industry to
survive in this State, farms will likely change, adopt new technologies, and
diversify into new products, which for some farms will mean increasing in
size. The General Assembly finds that agricultural activities are potentially
subject to lawsuits based on the theory of nuisance; and that these suits
encourage and could force the premature removal of the farmlands and other
farm resources from agricultural use. It is the purpose of this chapter to
protect reasonable agricultural activities conducted on the farm from nuisance
lawsuits.

§ 5752. DEFINITIONS

For-the-purpese-of As used in this chapter;:

(1) “agrienltaral Agricultural activity” means, but is not limited to:

H(A) the cultivation or other use of land for producing food, fiber,
Christmas trees, maple sap, or horticultural and orchard crops; the raising,
feeding, or management of domestic animals as defined in 6 V.S.A. § 1151 or
bees; the operation of greenhouses; the production of maple syrup; the on-site
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storage, preparation, and sale of agricultural products principally produced on
the farm; and the on-site production of fuel or power from agricultural
products or wastes principally produced on the farm;

2)(B) the preparation, tilling, fertilization, planting, protection,
irrigation, and harvesting of crops; the composting of material principally
produced by the farm or to be used at least in part on the farm; the ditching
and subsurface drainage of farm fields and the construction of farm ponds; the
handling of livestock wastes and by-products; and the on-site storage and
application of agricultural inputs, including lime, fertilizer, and pesticides;

3} C) “farming” as defined in 10 V.S.A. § 6001; and
(D) “agricultural activities” as defined in 6 V.S.A. § 4802.

(2) “Generally accepted agricultural practices” mean:

(A) the requirements of 6 V.S.A. chapter 215, including permit
requirements or requirements of the Required Agricultural Practices, where

applicable;
(B) the requirements of an active Concentrated Animal Feeding

Operation permit issued under 10 V.S.A. chapter 47, where applicable;

(C) the requirements of the Agency of Agriculture, Food and
Markets’ Vermont Rule for Control of Pesticides; and

(D) practices conducted in a manner consistent with proper and

accepted customs and standards followed by similar operators of agricultural
activities in the State.

(3)  “Good standing with the State” means a person conducting an
agricultural activity that is the basis of a nuisance claim does not have an
active, unresolved enforcement violation stemming from the agricultural
activity at issue that has reached a final order with the Secretary of Natural
Resources or the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets.

§ 5753. AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES; PROTECTION FROM
NUISANCE LAWSUITS

@ : _r : :
| |EH ’."g.ﬂeaﬁt&*a} activities shall be EHHE}.?I to-a f.ewl Etablle presumption
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agricultural activity shall be or become a nuisance when the activity is
conducted in accordance with generally accepted agricultural practices.

In order to assert nuisance protection under this chapter, a person conducting
an agricultural activity shall demonstrate that the person is in good standing
with the State. A person may demonstrate good standing by providing letters
of good standing to a court from the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and
Markets; the Secretary of Natural Resources; or both secretaries, as relevant to
the nuisance claim.

(2) A plaintiff alleging that an agricultural activity is a nuisance shall

have the burden of proving by a preponderance of the evidence that:

(A) the agricultural activity at issue is not entitled to the nuisance
protection provided for under subsection (a) of this section because the
agricultural activity is not conducted in accordance with generally accepted
agricultural practice; and

(B) if the plaintiff proves the agricultural activity is not entitled to
nuisance protection under subsection (a) of this section, the required elements
of their nuisance claim.

(¢) The nuisance protection for an agricultural activity provided for under
subsection (a) of this section shall not apply whenever:

(1) a nuisance violation results from the negligent operation of an
agricultural activity;

(2) the agricultural activity has a substantial adverse effect on health,
safety, or welfare: or

(3) the agricultural activity has a noxious and significant interference

with the use and enjoyment of the neighboring property.

(d) This chapter shall not restrict or impede the authority of the State to
protect the public health, safety, environment, or welfare.
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§ 5754. LIBERAL CONSTRUCTION:; SEVERABILITY

(a) This chapter is remedial in nature and shall be liberally construed to
effectuate its purposes.

(b) If any provision of this chapter is held invalid, the invalidity does not
affect other provisions of this chapter that can be given effect without the
invalid provision, and for this purpose, the provisions of this chapter are
severable.

§ 5754a. REQUIRED MEDIATION PRIOR TO SUIT

(a) A person shall not bring a court action based on a claim of nuisance
arising from an agricultural activity unless the person and the operator of the
agricultural activity, at least once, attempt to resolve through mediation the
issue or dispute that the person has concerning operation of the agricultural
activity. The mediation shall be conducted according to the provisions of the
Uniform Mediation Act set forth in chapter 194 of this title.

(b) The parties to the mediation may agree upon the use of a mediator to
assist in the resolution of the agreed-upon issue or dispute, and the parties shall
share the cost of the mediator equally or according to an agreement between
the parties. If the parties to the mediation are unable to resolve the relevant
issue or dispute through mediation, the parties may agree to submit the issue or
dispute to binding arbitration pursuant to chapter 192 of this title and shall
share the cost of the arbitration.

(c) A person bringing a court action based on a claim of nuisance arising

from an agricultural activity shall provide the court with a sworn statement of
an attempt to resolve the issue or dispute through mediation.

Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on July 1. 2025.

Thereupon, pending the question, Shall the Senate concur in the House
proposal of amendment?, on motion of Senator Hashim, the Senate refused to
concur in the House proposal of amendment and requested a Committee of
Conference.

Thereupon, pursuant to the request of the Senate, the President announced
the appointment of
Senator Norris
Senator Plunklett
Senator Ingalls

as members of the Committee of Conference on the part of the Senate to
consider the disagreeing votes of the two Houses.
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Rules Suspended; Bills Messaged

On motion of Senator Baruth, the rules were suspended, and the following
bills were ordered messaged to the House forthwith:

S. 45, H. 266.

Appointment of Senate Member to Nuclear Decommissioning Citizens
Adyvisory Panel

Pursuant to the provisions of 18 V.S.A. §1700, the President, on behalf of
the Committee on Committees, announced the appointment of the following
Senator to serve on the Nuclear Decommissioning Citizens Advisory Panel for
a term of two years.

Senator Watson

Appointment of Senate Members to the Joint Public Pension Oversight
Committee

Pursuant to the provisions of 2 V.S.A. § 1001, the President, on behalf
of the Committee on Committees, announced the appointment of the following
Senators to serve on the Joint Public Pension Oversight Committee during the
biennium:

Senator Perchlik
Senator Collamore
Senator Vyhovsky

Appointment of Senate Member to Board of Directors of Vermont
Student Assistance Corporation (VSAC)

Pursuant to the provisions of 16 V.S.A. §2831, the President, on behalf of
the Committee on Committees, announced the appointment of the following
Senator to serve on the board of directors of the Vermont Student Assistance
Corporation (VSAC) for a term of six (6) years:

Senator Cummings
Appointment of Senate Member to Vermont Milk Commission

Pursuant to the provisions of 6 V.S.A. §2922(5), the President, on behalf of
the President pro tempore, announced the appointment of the following
Senator to serve on the Vermont Milk Commission for the current biennium:

Senator Major
Message from the House No. 76

A message was received from the House of Representatives by Ms.
Courtney Reckord, its Second Assistant Clerk, as follows:

Mr. President:
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I am directed to inform the Senate that:

The House has considered the report of the Committee of Conference upon
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on Senate bill of the following title:

S. 126. An act relating to health care payment and delivery system reform.
And has adopted the same on its part.

The House has considered Senate proposal of amendment to House
proposal of amendment to Senate bill of the following title:

S. 109. An act relating to miscellaneous judiciary procedures.
And has concurred therein.

The House has considered Senate proposals of amendment to the following
House bills:

H. 105. An act relating to expanding the Youth Substance Awareness
Safety Program.

H. 106. An act relating to selling real property within a FEMA mapped
flood hazard area.

H. 231. An act relating to technical corrections to fish and wildlife statutes.

H. 238. An act relating to the phaseout of consumer products containing
added perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances.

And has severally concurred therein.
Adjournment

On motion of Senator Baruth, the Senate adjourned until ten o’clock in the
forenoon on Friday, May 30, 2025.



