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ACTION CALENDAR
UNFINISHED BUSINESS OF WEDNESDAY, MAY 6, 2026
House Proposal of Amendment
S. 227.
An act relating to creating immigration protocols in Vermont schools.

The House proposes to the Senate to amend the bill by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. PURPOSE
The purpose of this act is to secure the right of every child to equal access

to a free public education and to a school that is safe from intimidation and

fear, regardless of immigration status. In order to ensure the right to
educational equality, schools must take steps to protect the integrity of school

learning environments for all children, so that no parent is discouraged from
sending a child to, and no child is discouraged from attending, school,

including due to the threat of immigration enforcement on a school campus.
Sec. 2. 16 V.S.A. chapter 33 is amended to read:

CHAPTER 33. FIRE AND EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS DRILLS
AND, SAFETY PATROLS, AND IMMIGRATION PROTOCOLS

* %k sk

§ 1486. IMMIGRATION PROTOCOLS

(a) Definitions. As used in this section:

(1)(A) “Law enforcement officer” has the same meaning as in 20 V.S.A.

§ 2351a and includes any officer of a federal law enforcement agency or any
person acting on behalf of a local, state, or federal law enforcement agency.

(B) “Law enforcement officer” does not include a school resource
officer or safety officer who is stationed at a school.

(2)  “Nonpublic area of a school” means an area of a school that
normally requires authorization to enter, consistent with the policy required by
section 1484 of this chapter, and includes any area a superintendent or head of

school or designee determines to be nonpublic.

(3) “School” means a public school or an independent school approved
under section 166 of this title.
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(b) Immigration resources and support.

(1) A superintendent or head of school shall:

(A) distribute the immigration resource guide developed by the

Office of the Attorney General pursuant to subdivision (2) of this subsection
(b) to staff, students, and family members of students;

(B) at each school the superintendent or head of school oversees,
designate at least one individual to serve as a resource for immigration-related
matters who shall receive on an ongoing basis updated information and
training material as provided to the superintendent or head of school by the
Office of the Attorney General; and

(C) provide support, to the greatest extent possible. to a student with

regard to immigration-related concerns, including connecting the student and

the student’s family with an immigration advocacy institution and similar
resources.

(2)(A) The Office of the Attorney General, in consultation with the
Agency of Education, shall develop an immigration resource guide that shall:

(1) include immigration- and civil rights—related resources;
information regarding standby guardianships pursuant to 14 V.S.A § 2626a;
and a list of immigration, human rights, and relevant advocacy organizations
available to provide immigration assistance to students and staff; and

(ii)) be developed in a manner that serves to protect the privacy

and safety of students and staff.

(B) The Office of the Attorney General shall review the guide at least
once annually and send any updates made to the guide to the Agency of
Education for distribution to all superintendents and heads of schools not later
than 30 days after completing the update.

(¢) Student information privacy. School districts and independent schools
are prohibited from:

(1) collecting or requesting information regarding citizenship or

immigration status of a student or of a family member of the student except as

required by State or federal law or as required to administer a State- or
federally supported educational program;

(2) disclosing a student’s immigration status, citizenship, place of birth,
nationality, or national origin:
(A) in any database that the school maintains; or
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(B) as directory information, as that term is defined by the Family
Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), 20 U.S.C. § 1232¢ and 34

C.F.R. Part 99: and

(3) voluntarily sharing student information, including immigration

status, citizenship, place of birth, nationality, national origin, sexual
orientation, status as a survivor of domestic violence or sexual assault, status as

a recipient of public assistance, or school discipline records, with a third party
unless required to do so by State or federal law.

(d) Law enforcement on-site and requests for information.

(1) A superintendent or head of school shall:

(A) subject to subdivision (B) of this subdivision (1), be the sole

authority to admit a law enforcement officer who appears on an immigration-
related matter into a nonpublic area of school; and

(B) designate at least one individual who works at each school to

serve as a designee of the superintendent or head of school in the event that the
superintendent or head of school is not present when the law enforcement
officer appears on-site.

(2) The superintendent or head of school or designee shall not allow a
law_enforcement officer appearing on an immigration-related matter into a
nonpublic area of a school unless the officer provides official identification
and a judicial warrant that authorizes entrance into a specific area of the school

and names a specific individual located within the school who is subject to a
search or arrest.

(3) Absent a judicial warrant pursuant to subdivision (2) of this

subsection, no school or individual working at a school shall reveal any
information about a student or school staff member in response to an

immigration-related request from a law enforcement officer unless otherwise
required by law.

(4) As used in this subsection, “immigration-related matter” and
“immigration-related request” mean an administrative warrant, civil warrant,
immigration detainer, or any other document or request that pertains to an
individual’s immigration or citizenship status.

(e) Immigration agreements.

(1) _Except as required by State or federal law, no school, school district,
or supervisory union shall enter into an agreement with a State, local, or

federal government entity that furthers the enforcement of any immigration
law.
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(2)(A) Any proposed agreement pursuant to subdivision (1) of this
subsection (e) that purports to be required by State or federal law shall be
subject to review by the superintendent or head of school after the
superintendent or head of school has consulted with the Office of the Attorney
General.

(B) The superintendent or head of school shall provide a

recommendation on the proposed agreement to the school’s appropriate

governing body after the superintendent’s or head of school’s review pursuant
to subdivision (A) of this subdivision (2).

licability. Nothing in this section is intended to prohibit or impede
any public agency from complying with the lawful requirements of 8 U.S.C.

§§ 1373 and 1644. To the extent any school, school district, or supervisory
union policy or practice conflicts with the lawful requirements of 8 U.S.C.
§§ 1373 and 1644, the policy or practice is, to the extent of such conflict,
abolished.

(2) Policy required.

(1) Model policy and recommended procedures. On or before January
1. 2027, the Agency of Education, in consultation with the Office of the

Attorney General, the Vermont Independent Schools Association, and the
Vermont School Boards Association, shall develop, and review at least

annually, a model policy along with recommended procedures that reflect the
requirements set forth in subsections (c) and (d) of this section.

(2) Adonption of policy and procedures.

(A) Beginning with the 2027-2028 school year, each school board
shall develop, adopt, ensure the enforcement of, and make available in the
manner described under subdivision 563(1) of this title an immigration

protocol policy that shall be at least as stringent as the model policy developed
by the Agency. Any school board that fails to adopt a policy shall be
presumed to have adopted the most current model policy published by the

Agency.

(B) Beginning with the 2027-2028 school year, each independent

school shall develop, adopt, and ensure the enforcement of an immigration
protocol policy that shall be at least as stringent as the model policy developed

by the Agency. Any approved independent school that fails to adopt a policy
shall be presumed to have adopted the most current model policy published by
the Agency.

Sec. 3. IMMIGRATION RESOURCE GUIDE
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The Office of the Attorney General shall complete the immigration resource
guide required pursuant to 16 V.S.A. § 1486(b)(2) on or before August 1,

2026, and shall send the completed guide to the Agency of Education for
distribution to all superintendents and heads of schools on or before August
31, 2026.

Sec. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.

Proposal of amendment to House proposal of amendment to S. 227 to be
offered by Senator Ram Hinsdale

Senator Ram Hinsdale moves that the Senate concur in the House proposal
of amendment with a further proposal of amendment as follows:

First: In Sec. 2, 16 V.S.A. chapter 33, in section 1486, in subsection (c),
following “School districts and” by striking out “independent”

Second: In Sec. 2, 16 V.S.A. chapter 33, in section 1486, in subdivision
(d)(2), following “authorizes entrance into” by striking out “a specific area”
and inserting in lieu thereof “specific areas”

S. 230.

An act relating to fair employment practices.

The House proposes to the Senate to amend the bill by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 21 V.S.A. § 471 is amended to read:
§ 471. DEFINITIONS
As used in this subchapter:

* %k 3k

(5) “Employee” means a person who, in consideration of direct or
indirect gain or profit, has been continuously employed by the same employer
for a period of one year for an average of at least 30 hours per week or meets
the service requirement set forth in 29 C.F.R. § 825.801 (airline flight crew
employees) or 29 C.F.R. § 825.110(c)(3) (full-time teachers, as defined in 29
C.ER. § 825.102, of an elementary or secondary school system or institution

of higher education).

* %k 3k

Sec. 2. 21 V.S.A. § 495d is amended to read:
§ 495d. DEFINITIONS
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As used in this subchapter:

* %k sk

(15) “Crime victim” means any of the following:

(A) a person who has obtained a relief from abuse order issued under
15 V.S.A. § 1103;

(B) a person who has obtained an order against stalking or sexual
assault issued under 12 V.S.A. chapter 178;

(C) a person who has obtained an order against abuse of a vulnerable
adult issued under 33 V.S.A. chapter 69; o

(D)(1) a victim as defined in 13 V.S.A. § 5301, provided that the
victim is identified as a crime victim in an affidavit filed by a law enforcement
official with a prosecuting attorney of competent state or federal jurisdiction;
and

(i) shall include the victim’s child, foster child, parent, spouse,
stepchild or ward of the victim who lives with the victim, or a parent of the
victim’s spouse, provided that the individual is not identified in the affidavit as
the defendant; or

(E) a person who is a survivor of domestic violence, sexual assault,

or stalking and who has supporting documentation from any one of the
following sources:

(1) a court or law enforcement or other government agency:

(ii)) a domestic violence, sexual assault, or stalking assistance

program;
(ii1) a legal, clerical, medical, or other professional from whom
the person has received counseling or other assistance concerning domestic
violence, sexual assault, or stalking; or
(iv) a self-attestation by the person describing the circumstances
supporting the person’s status as a survivor of domestic violence, sexual

assault, and stalking for which no further corroboration shall be required
unless otherwise mandated by law.

* %k sk

(18) “Domestic violence” has the same meaning as in 15 V.S.A. § 1151
and includes the definition of “abuse” in 15 V.S.A. § 1101.

(19) “Sexual assault” has the same meaning as in 12 V.S.A. § 5131.

(20) “Stalking” has the same meaning as in 12 V.S.A. § 5131.
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Sec. 3. 21 V.S.A. § 495g is amended to read:
§ 4930, PROVISION APPLICABLLE TO COLLEGE PROFESSORS

Sec. 3a. 21 V.S.A. § 383 is amended to read:
§ 383. DEFINITIONS

As used in this subchapter:

(1) “Commissioner” means the Commissioner of Labor or designee.

(2) “Employee” means any individual employed or permitted to work
by an employer except:
% %k 3k

(H) outside salespersons; ané

(I) students working during all or any part of the school year or
regular vacation periods; and

(J) elected and appointed municipal officers.

* %k 3k

Sec. 3b. 21 V.S.A. § 495q is added to read:
§ 495q. AGREEMENTS NOT TO COMPETE; PROHIBITION

(a)  Nonexempt employees. Agreements not to compete between an
employer and a nonexempt employee, per the Fair Labor Standards Act,
29 U.S.C. §§ 201-219, are prohibited as presumptively coercive and a restraint

on trade, unless bargained for as part of a collective bargaining agreement.
(b) Health care providers.

(1) Any provision in a contract or agreement that creates or establishes
the terms of a partnership, employment, or any other form of professional
relationship with a health care provider regarding the health care provider’s
provision of health care services in Vermont shall be void and unenforceable if

the provision:

(A) includes a restriction on the right of the health care provider to
provide health care services in any geographical area for any period of time
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after the termination of such partnership, agreement, or professional
relationship;

(B) limits the ability of a separating health care provider to provide

notice of the provider’s change of employment to individuals to whom the
separating provider provided direct health care services;

(C) restricts a health care provider from making disparaging
statements about another party to the contract or agreement, or about another
person specified in the agreement as a third-party beneficiary of the

agreement;

(D) is inconsistent with Vermont law: or

(E) requires litigation arising from the performance of the contract or

agreement in Vermont to be conducted in another state.

(2) _The notice provided in subdivision (1)(B) of this subsection may
include the following information:

(A) that the health care provider is continuing to practice the
provider’s profession;

(B) the health care provider’s new professional contact information;

and

(C) _the recipient’s right to choose a health care provider.

(3) The provisions in subdivision (1) of this subsection do not apply to

restrictions that limit a health care provider who contracts with a third-party

company for nonclinical business support services from opening a business
within a specific territory supported by a different third-party company

providing nonclinical services.

(c¢) Retaliation and remedies. An employer shall not discharge or in any
other manner retaliate against an employee who exercises or attempts to
exercise the employee’s rights under this section. The provisions against
retaliation in subdivision 495(a)(8) of this subchapter and the penalty
provisions of section 495b of this subchapter shall apply to this section.

(d) Effective date. This section shall apply to agreements not to compete
entered into on or after July 1, 2026.

Sec. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on July 1, 2026.
S. 298.
An act relating to creating the Vermont Voting Rights Act.
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The House proposes to the Senate to amend the bill by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

* * * Voter Protections Act * * *
Sec. 1. SHORT TITLE
This act may be cited as the “Voter Protections Act of 2026.”
Sec. 2. 17 V.S.A. chapter 35 is amended to read:
CHAPTER 35. OFFENSES AGAINST THE PURITY OF ELECTIONS

* %k 3k

Subchapter 2. Penalties Upon Voters

* %k sk

§ 1972. SHOWING BALLOT;ANFEREERENCE-WITHVOTER

@ A voter who, except in cases of assistance as provided in this title,
allows his—er—her the voter’s ballot to be seen by another person with an
apparent intention of letting it be known how he-er-she the voter is about to
vote or makes a false statement to the presiding officer at an election as to his
or-her the voter’s inability to mark his-er—her the voter’s ballot or places a

dlstmgulshmg mark on hrs—er—hef the Voter s ballot er—a—pefseﬂ—whe—m%effefes

§ 1975. INTERFERENCE WITH VOTERS AND ELECTION OFFICIALS

(a) No person shall intentionally or recklessly intimidate, threaten, or
coerce, or attempt to intimidate, threaten, or coerce:

(1) any other person for the purpose of:

(A) obstructing the right of the other person to vote or to vote as the
other person may choose; or

(B) causing the other person to vote for, or not to vote for, any
candidate for public office or public question at any election; or

(2) a public servant, an election official, or a public employee for the
purpose of obstructing the administration of an election.
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(b) A person who violates subsection (a) of this section shall be imprisoned
not more than two vears or fined not more than $2.000.00. or both.

§ 1976. IMPAIRMENT OF VOTING RIGHTS OF REGISTERED VOTERS

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to deny, impair, or otherwise
adversely affect the right to vote of any registered voter.

* %k sk

Subchapter 4. Use of Synthetic Media in Elections

* %k 3k

Subchapter 5. Enforcement and Investigation

* %k sk

Subchapter 6. Voter Protections
§ 2045. VOTE DENIAL OR DILUTION

(a) No voting qualification or prerequisite to voting or standard, practice,
or procedure shall be imposed or applied by the State or any municipality in a

manner that results in a denial or abridgement of the right of any citizen of the
United States to vote based on race or color, membership in a language

minority group, or having a disability as defined in 9 V.S.A. § 4501.

(b) A violation of subsection (a) of this section is established if, on the
basis of the totality of circumstances, it is shown that the political processes

leading to nomination or election in the State or a municipality are not equally
open to participation by members of a protected class in that its members have

less opportunity than other members of the electorate to participate in the
political processes or to elect representatives of their choice. The extent to
which members of a protected class have been elected to office in the State or
municipality is one circumstance that may be considered.

(c) Nothing in this section shall be construed to establish a right to have

members of a protected class elected in numbers equal to their proportion in
the population.

(d) As used in this section:

(1) “Municipality” means a town, city, village, school district, or other
political subdivision that holds public elections.

(2)  “Protected class” means a group of citizens protected from
discrimination based on race or color, membership in a language minority
group, or having a disability as defined in 9 V.S.A. § 4501.

§ 2046. CIVIL ACTIONS BY ATTORNEY GENERAL
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(a) Whenever the Attorney General has reasonable cause to believe that a
violation of this subchapter has occurred and that the rights of any voter or
group of voters have been affected by such violation, the Attorney General
may initiate a civil action in the Civil Division of the Superior Court in the
county in which the alleged violation has occurred for appropriate relief.

(b) In such civil action, the court may:

(1) award such preventive relief, including a permanent or temporary

injunction, restraining order, or other order against the person responsible for a
violation of this title, as is necessary to ensure the full enjoyment of the rights

granted by this title;

(2) assess a civil penalty against the respondent of not more than
$5.000.00 for a first violation and of not more than $25.000.00 for any

subsequent violation: and

(3) issue an order requiring reimbursement to the State of Vermont for
the reasonable value of its services and its expenses in investigating and
prosecuting the action.

* # * Voter Checklists * * *
Sec. 3. 17 V.S.A. § 2154 is amended to read:
§ 2154. STATEWIDE VOTER CHECKLIST

* %k 3k

(c)(I) Any person wishing to obtain a copy of all of the statewide voter
checklist must, a municipality’s portion of the statewide voter checklist, or any
other municipal voter checklist shall swear or affirm, under penalty of perjury
pursuant to 13 V.S.A. chapter 65, that the person will not:

(A) use the checklist for commercial purposes; or

(B) knowingly disclose the checklist to any foreign government or to
a federal agency or commission or to a person acting on behalf of a foreign
government or of such a federal entity in circumvention of the prohibited
purposes for using the checklist set forth in subdivision (b)(2) of this section.

(2) Fhe In the case of the statewide voter checklist, the affirmation shall
be filed with the Secretary of State. In the case of a municipality’s portion of
the statewide voter checklist or any other municipal voter checklist, the
affirmation shall be filed with the municipal clerk.

* %k sk
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* * * Disclosures for Candidates for State, Legislative, and
County Office * * *

Sec. 4. 17 V.S.A. § 2414 is amended to read:

§ 2414. CANDIDATES FOR STATE AND, LEGISLATIVE, AND
COUNTY OFFICE; DISCLOSURE FORM

* %k sk

1) The State Ethics Commission shall provide informational resources
to candidates and answer candidates’ questions regarding the requirements of
this section, how to accurately complete and submit the disclosure form, and

the penalties for failing to properly file the disclosure form pursuant to section

2415 of this title. The Commission shall make available on its web page the
disclosure form, preprepared responses to frequently asked questions, and any

informational resources and materials that it deems necessary to adequately
inform candidates of how to comply with the provisions of this section. Upon
contact by a candidate, the Commission shall provide answers to the
candidate’s questions by email or by phone, whichever the candidate may
prefer.

(2) The Office of the Secretary of State shall provide hyperlinks from its

web page connecting to the disclosure form and other materials and resources

required of the State Ethics Commission pursuant to subdivision (1) of this

subsection.

Sec. 5. SUSPENSION OF DISCLOSURE PENALTIES FOR
CANDIDATES FOR STATE, LEGISLATIVE, AND COUNTY
OFFICE
Notwithstanding 17 V.S.A. § 2415, through May 30, 2027, the State Ethics

Commission shall not enforce against any delinquent filers, nor shall the
Office of the Secretary of State notify the State Ethics Commission of the

names of delinquent filers, nor shall the candidates for State office, county
office, State Senator, and State Representative be otherwise penalized for

delinquently filing a disclosure.
* * * Safety Protections for Candidates * * *

Sec. 6. 17 V.S.A. § 2901 is amended to read:
§ 2901. DEFINITIONS
As used in this chapter:
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(7)  “Expenditure” means a payment, disbursement, distribution,
advance, deposit, loan, or gift of money or anything of value, paid or promised
to be paid, for the purpose of influencing an election, advocating a position on
a public question, or supporting or opposing one or more candidates.

(A) Expenditures may include those expenses that are necessary to
allow a candidate to campaign, such as expenses for the care of a dependent
family member that are incurred as a direct result of campaign activity or for
the provision of monitoring systems, protective detail, and cybersecurity
related to a candidate’s security.

* %k 3k

* % * FEffective Date * * *
Sec. 7. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.

and that after passage the title of the bill be amended to read: “An act
relating to voter protections”

UNFINISHED BUSINESS OF THURSDAY, MAY 7, 2026
House Proposal of Amendment
S. 327.
An act relating to economic development.

The House proposes to the Senate to amend the bill by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. [Deleted.]
[Deleted.]
[Deleted.]
[Deleted.]
[Deleted.]
[Deleted.]
* * * Business Resources and Growth Study * * *

Sec. 7. BUSINESS RESOURCES AND GROWTH; INVENTORY; STUDY;
REPORT

(a) Business growth and development study. The Commissioner of

Economic Development, in consultation with the stakeholders set forth in

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

A T

Sec.
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subsection (b) of this section, for the purpose of determining how the State can

better enable and support the growth of Vermont businesses, shall:

(1) clearly define each stage of business development in order to
provide business leaders, investors, and the General Assembly with an
understanding of the resources businesses need at each stage of development;

(2) identify the public and private resources available to businesses and
determine how the resources are currently communicated to businesses:;

(3) create an inventory of resources, pursuant to subdivision (2) of this
subsection, that are poised to serve businesses for each stage of development;

(4) determine how best to communicate the inventory of resources
created pursuant to subdivision (3) of this subsection to Vermonters and the
business community;

(5) determine how to better communicate succession planning options

for businesses:;

(6) identify what resources are available to businesses to access capital;

(7) determine the state of capital access opportunities, including the:

(A) investment environment in Vermont and the New England

region;
(B) availability of tax credits to leverage private capital; and

(C) requirements to maintain Vermont’s Tech Hub designation; and
(8) identify investor education opportunities for high net worth

individuals interested in investing in Vermont businesses.

(b) _Stakeholders. The Commissioner shall consult and convene with
stakeholders to assist in the Commissioner’s work pursuant to subsection (a) of

this section that have relevant experience in business growth and access to

capital, including representation from the U.S. Small Business Administration,
the Vermont Small Business Development Center, the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, regional development corporations, regional planning

commissions, the Vermont Housing and Conservation Board, the Vermont
Professionals of Color Network, the Vermont Small Business Law Center, the

Vermont Sustainable Jobs Fund, the Vermont Employee Ownership Center, a
regional community action agency, postsecondary institutions, and local and
regional chambers of commerce.

(c) Report. On or before December 15, 2026, the Commissioner shall
submit a written report to the House Committee on Commerce and Economic
Development and the Senate Committee on Economic Development, Housing
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and General Affairs with the Commissioner’s findings pursuant to the business
resources and growth study set forth in this section along with any

recommendations for legislative action and a list of the stakeholders consulted
pursuant to subsection (b) of this section.

* * * Convention Center Task Force * * *
Sec. 8. 2025 Acts and Resolves No. 65, Sec. 3 is amended to read:

Sec. 3. TASK FORCE TO EXPLORE DEVELOPMENT OF
CONVENTION CENTER AND PERFORMANCE VENUE

* %k 3k

(b) Membership. The Task Force shall be composed of the following
members:

(1) one current member of the House of Representatives, who shall be
appointed by the Speaker of the House;

(2) one current member of the Senate, who shall be appointed by the
Committee on Committees;

(3) the Commissioner of the Department of Economic Development or
designee;

(4) the President of the Vermont Chamber of Commerce or designee;

(5) the Chief Executive Officer of the Lake Champlain Chamber of
Commerce or designee;

(6) the President of the Vermont Regional Development Corporations or
designee; and

(7) the Chair of the Vermont Association of Planning and Development
Agencies or designee; and

(8) the President of the University of Vermont or designee.

* sk 3k

(e) Reports. On or before November 1, 2025, the Task Force shall submit
an interim report to the House Committee on Commerce and Economic
Development and the Senate Committee on Economic Development, Housing
and General Affairs with an update on its work pursuant to subsection (c) of
this section. On or before Nevember December 1, 2026, the Task Force shall
submit a final written report to the House Committee on Commerce and
Economic Development and the Senate Committee on Economic
Development, Housing and General Affairs with its findings and any
recommendations for legislative action.
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(f) Meetings.

* %k 3k

(4) The Task Force shall cease to exist on Deeember152026 July 1,
2027.

(g) Reimbursement.

(1) For attendance at meetings during adjournment of the General
Assembly, a legislative member of the Task Force serving in the member’s
capacity as a legislator shall be entitled to per diem compensation and
reimbursement of expenses pursuant to 2 V.S.A. § 23 for not more than six 14
meetings. These payments shall be made from monies appropriated to the
General Assembly.

(2) Other members of the Task Force shall be entitled to reimbursement
of expenses as permitted under 32 V.S.A. § 1010 for not more than six 14
meetings. These payments shall be made from monies appropriated to the
Agency of Commerce and Community Development.

* %k 3k
* * * Repeal of VEGI Prospective Repeal * * *

Sec. 9. 2016 Acts and Resolves No. 157, Sec. H.12, as amended by 2022 Acts
and Resolves No. 164, Sec. 5, 2023 Acts and Resolves No. 72, Sec. 39, and
2024 Acts and Resolves No. 176, Sec. 1, is further amended to read:

Sec. H.12. VEGEREPEAL-OFAUTHORITY-TO-AWARD

5 - [Repealed.]
* * * VEGI Annual Cap * * *

Sec. 9a. 32 V.S.A. § 3342 is amended to read:

§ 3342. ANNUAL PROGRAM CAP

(a) In each calendar year the Vermont Economic Progress Council may
approve one or more incentives under this subchapter, the total value of which
shall not exceed:

(1) $15;000,0600-60 $10.000,000.00 for one or more initial approvals;

and
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(2) $16,000,000-00 $5.000,000.00 for one or more final approvals.

(b) The Council may increase the cap imposed in subdivision (a)(2) of this
section by not more than $5,000,000.00 upon application by the Governor to,
and approval of, the Joint Fiscal Committee.

(c) In evaluating the Governor’s request, the Committee shall consider the
economic and fiscal condition of the State, including recent revenue forecasts
and budget projections.

(d) The Council shall provide the Committee with testimony,
documentation, company-specific data, and any other information the
Committee requests to demonstrate that increasing the cap will create an
opportunity for return on investment to the State.

Sec. 10. [Deleted.]
* % * Study of Culinary and Hospitality Education * * *

Sec. 10a. CULINARY AND HOSPITALITY EDUCATION; STUDY;
REPORT

(a) Purpose and findings. The State of Vermont lost a significant
contributor to its culinary and hospitality workforce pipeline when the New
England Culinary Institute closed during the COVID-19 pandemic. The
General Assembly finds that the establishment of postsecondary educational

programs in the fields of culinary arts and hospitality is critical for the long-
term workforce needs in those sectors and for the economic health of the State.

(b) Task. The Department of Labor, in collaboration with the Vermont

Chamber of Commerce, shall engage with the stakeholders set forth in
subsection (c) of this section to determine how best to develop postsecondary
educational programs in the fields of culinary arts and hospitality by:

(1) investigating suitable locations that could host the programs;

(2) researching and identifying possible educational and business

models;

(3) identifying organizations that could stand up, administer, or operate
the programs;

(4) gauging the interest from private investors to determine whether

there is interest in private funding for the programs:

(5) establishing relationships with culinary and hospitality businesses in

Vermont that have or will have workforce needs:
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(6) cataloging opportunities currently available for culinary and

hospitality training and certification;
(7) determining whether there are gaps in the availability of culinary
and hospitality training and certification programs; and

(8) conducting any additional research or outreach that would promote
the development of the programs.

(c)  Stakeholders. The Department shall consult and convene with
stakeholders to assist in its work pursuant to subsection (b) of this section that
have relevant experience in the food and hospitality sectors, including
representation from the State Workforce Development Board, Office of
Workforce Strategy and Development, Vermont Association of Career and
Technical Directors, Vermont Professionals of Color, Vermont Independent
Restaurants, Vermont Specialty Foods Association, Vermont Lodging
Association, University of Vermont, Vermont State Colleges System, Vermont
Sustainable Jobs Fund, Vermont Employee Ownership Center, and an
institutional food and beverage provider.

(d) Report. On or before December 1, 2026, the Department shall submit a

written report to the House Committee on Commerce and Economic
Development and the Senate Committee on Economic Development, Housing
and General Affairs with its findings and information gathered pursuant to
subsection (b) of this section along with any recommendations concerning the

development of postsecondary educational programs for culinary arts and
hospitality. The report shall also list the stakeholders consulted pursuant to

subsection (c) of this section.

* % * Culinary Apprenticeship Pilot Program * * *

Sec. 10b. HOSPITALITY AND CULINARY APPRENTICESHIP PILOT;
REPORT

(a) Creation and purpose: coordination.

(1)  The Department of Labor, through the Vermont Registered
Apprenticeship Program, shall establish and maintain a two-year hospitality

and culinary apprenticeship pilot that develops and evaluates a new registered

apprenticeship training program specific to accommodation and food services.
The pilot shall be structured as a regional, multi-employer model, with the

goal of the program being to strengthen workforce pathways and improve job

quality in the hospitality and culinary services, which have been identified as
priority sectors by the State Workforce Development Board.

(2) The Department shall coordinate its work on the pilot with the
Department of Tourism and Marketing, Department of Economic
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Development, Office of Workforce Strategy and Development, and Vermont
Chamber of Commerce.

(b) Pilot details.
(1) The Department shall:

(A) implement the pilot in a hospitality-based regional economy and
include multiple employers, including at least one large employer, located
within the same regional economy:;

(B) incorporate an intermediary or coordinating entity:

(C) include structured work-based learning across more than one
employer:;

(D) align with education and training providers, including secondary

and adult career technical education programs:

(E) be structured to rely on existing resources, including the physical
assets of schools, technical centers, and restaurants;

(F) be built around not more than two apprenticeable occupations, as
that term is defined in 21 V.S.A. § 1111(4); and

(G) establish specific numeric targets and track outcomes including
completion, retention, and wage progression.

(2) The pilot shall be designed to achieve, at minimum:

(A) participation of multiple employers;

(B) enrollment of at least one apprentice cohort; and

(C) _measurable completion outcomes.

(¢) Funding. The Department shall implement the pilot using existing
State and federal funds to the extent practicable and may seek additional grants
or funding as such funds become available.

(d) Report. The Department shall, based on its work on the hospitality and

culinary apprenticeship pilot set forth in this section, submit to the House
Committee _on Commerce and Economic Development and the Senate
Committee on Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs:

(1) on or before December 15, 2026, an interim written report on the
progress of the pilot program that includes the design, participation, and

preliminary results of the pilot; and
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(2) on or before December 15, 2028, a final written report on the pilot
program, including outcomes, evaluation of effectiveness, and
recommendations for future legislative action.

Sec. 11. [Deleted.]
Sec. 12. [Deleted.]

* % * Rural Industry Development Grant Program * * *
Sec. 12a. 2023 Acts and Resolves No. 78, Sec. F.8 is amended to read:
Sec. F.8 R
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reguire the payment ol a pereentage of the sales prolit. [Repealed.
Sec. 12b. 10 V.S.A. § 6 is added to read:
§ 6. RURAL INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT GRANT PROGRAM

(a) Creation; purpose.

(1) The Rural Industry Development Grant Program is created within
the Agency of Commerce and Community Development to provide grant
funding through local development corporations for the purpose of business
relocation and expansion activities set forth in subsection (d) of this section.

(2) To the extent funding is appropriated, the Agency shall make grants

through the Program fund to assist local development corporations with
business relocation and expansion efforts throughout Vermont.

(3) As used in this section, “federally impacted property” means real
property that is:

(A) owned by the United States or by any federal agency or an
instrumentality thereof: or

(B) under the custody or control of a federally appointed receiver,
trustee, or conservator, and includes property subject to federal court

jurisdiction.
(b) Grant considerations. In making grant awards, the Agency shall

(1) the real estate needs of growing and relocating businesses, including
nonprofit organizations, in the applicant’s region;

(2) _the ability of the proposed project to meet the site-specific needs of
businesses considering whether to expand or locate in this State;

(3) the funding that the applicant has identified, or secured. to leverage
a grant award; and

(4) the readiness of an applicant to move a project forward.

(¢) Eligible applicants: priority.
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(1) To be eligible for a grant, an applicant must be a local development
corporation, as defined in subdivision 212(10) of this title, located within this
State.

(2) The Secretary of Commerce and Community Development may

designate projects and agreements as first priority based on rural communities
that continue to experience insufficient economic and grand list growth.

(d) Eligible activities. A grant recipient shall use any funding provided
through this section only for the following:

(1) to purchase real property for potential industrial, commercial, or, in
the case of a federally impacted property, residential use:

(2) for the costs of site development, permitting, or providing
infrastructure for property the recipient owns;

(3) for a project that supports future commercial or industrial

development as outlined in a development agreement;

(4) for the equity investment required for a loan transaction through the
Vermont Economic Development Authority under 10 V.S.A. chapter 12,

subchapter 3;
(5) for the matching requirement of another State or federal grant

consistent with this section; or

(6) for the purchasing, holding, and renovation of property for the
repurposing or redevelopment of a federally impacted property.

(e) Application; market assessment.

(1) An applicant shall include in its application a local and regional
market assessment that demonstrates reasonable need for the proposed

development and identifies imminent, potential, or existing business growth
opportunities.

(2) An applicant shall submit the following to demonstrate a readiness
to begin and complete the proposed project:

(A) community and regional support for the project;

(B) that grant funding is needed to complete the proposed project;

(C) an ability to manage the project, with requisite experience and a

plan for fiscal viability: and

(D) a description of the permitting required to proceed with the
project and a plan for obtaining the permits.

(f) Awards; amount.
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(1)(A) An award shall not exceed the lesser of $1.000,000.00 or 50
percent of the total project cost, subject to the exception in subdivision (B) of
this subdivision (1).

(B) An award may exceed $1.000,000.00 but shall not exceed
$2.000.,000.00 if the property is classified as a federally impacted property and
the Secretary certifies that the project is located in:

(1) a designated downtown development district; and

(i1) a rural economic area partnership program (REAP Zone): or

(ii1) a federally declared natural disaster area, provided the
declaration was made not more than five years from the application date.

(2) A recipient may combine grant funds with funding from other
sources.

(3) The Agency shall release grant funds upon determining that the

applicant has met all application conditions and requirements.

(4) A grant recipient may apply for additional grant funds if future
amounts are appropriated for the Program and the funds are for a separate but

eligible use.
(g) Deed restrictions. Any deed restriction requiring a Rural Industry
Development Grant Program award recipient to return to the State the

principal amount of the grant or a percentage of the sales profit is void and
shall not be enforced.

Sec. 12c. INTENT AND RETROACTIVITY

The intent of Secs. 12a and 12b of this act is to move the Rural Industry
Development Grant Program from its original placement in 2023 Acts and
Resolves No. 78, Sec. F.8 to Title 10 of the Vermont Statutes Annotated. The
move is intended to increase the visibility of the Program. Any person that

was awarded a grant through the Program before the effective date of this act
shall:

(1) not have its award rescinded solely due to the Program language
being moved to Title 10;

(2) if the award has not been fully paid out, be eligible to have the
applicant’s invoices that are submitted on or after the effective date of this act
to the Agency reimbursed at a rate of 50 percent; and

(3) not be eligible for an increased total award amount.

Sec. 13. [Deleted.]
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* * * Nickel Rounding * * *
Sec. 13a. PURPOSE

The purpose of Sec. 13b of this act is to authorize the rounding of cash
transactions to the nearest five cents where one-cent coins are unavailable or
impractical, while ensuring legal clarity and consumer fairness.

Sec. 13b. 9 V.S.A. chapter 1 is amended to read:
CHAPTER 1. MONEY OF ACCOUNT
§ 1. DOLLAR, CENT, AND MILL

The money of account in the State shall be the dollar, cent, and mill; and
accounts in public offices and proceedings in court shall be in conformity
herewith; but this section shall not affect an account, charge, or entry
originally made or a contract expressed in other money of account, but the
same shall be reduced to dollars and parts of a dollar in an action thereon.

§ 2. NICKEL ROUNDING: AUTHORIZED

(a) Definitions. As used in this section:

(1) “Cash” means coins or paper currency of the United States offered
in physical form.

(2) “Cash transaction” means a sale of goods or services where payment
1s made entirely or partially in cash.

(3) “Rounding” means adjusting the final total amount due. after taxes
and fees, to the nearest five-cent increment.

(b) Rounding authorization.

(1) A person engaged in a cash transaction may round the final amount
due to the nearest $0.05 as follows:

(A) If the final digit of the amount due is $0.01, $0.02, $0.06, or
$0.07, rounded down to the nearest amount divisible by five.

(B) If the final digit of the amount due is $0.03, $0.04, $0.08. or
$0.09, rounded up to the nearest amount divisible by five.

(2) If a person rounds a cash transaction under this section, any cash
refund of the amount paid shall be issued to the purchaser in the exact amount
initially paid for the goods or service.

(¢) Exclusions. This section shall not apply to:

(1) electronic and other noncash payments;
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(2) payment of wages as that term is defined in 21 V.S.A. § 341;

(3) rebates or cash disbursements: and

(4) transactions governed by federal law that prohibits rounding.

(d) Application. Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, rounding under
this section shall not constitute an unlawful price increase, surcharge, unfair or
deceptive act or practice in commerce, or discrimination.

(e) Notice requirements.

(1) On or before July 1, 2026, the Commissioner of Liquor and Lottery

shall prepare and provide individuals and businesses with a model notice
pursuant to this section that shall also include a reference to the Vermont
Consumer Assistance Program.

(2) A person rounding transactions under this section shall post the
model notice developed pursuant to subdivision (1) of this subsection in a clear

and conspicuous manner at the point of sale or at the entrance to the business.

(3) The Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets may issue a penalty
for the failure to provide the notice required under this subsection in
accordance with 6 V.S.A. § 687.

(f) Taxes and fees. All taxes and fees shall be calculated and remitted
based on the prerounding amount.

Sec. 14. [Deleted.]

* * * C-PACE Program * * *
Sec. 14a. 24 V.S.A. chapter 87, subchapter 3 is added to read:

Subchapter 3. Commercial Property-Assessed Clean Energy

§ 3275. COMMERCIAL PROPERTY-ASSESSED CLEAN ENERGY
DISTRICTS; APPROVAL OF LEGISLATIVE BODY

(a) The legislative body of a town, city, or incorporated village may vote to
designate the municipality as a commercial property-assessed clean energy
district or C-PACE district. In a district, only those property owners who have
entered into written agreements with the municipality under section 3276 of
this title would be subject to a special assessment, as set forth in section 3255
of this title.

(b) Upon a vote of approval by a majority of the legislative body of the
municipality voting at a duly warned meeting, the municipality shall allow for
the imposition of a special assessment to secure private financing for property
owners of commercial or industrial buildings within the boundaries of the
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municipality for renewable energy projects as defined in 30 V.S.A. § 8002(17).
energy efficiency projects as defined by section 3267 of this title, water
conservation projects, and resiliency improvement projects.

(¢) As used in this subchapter:

(1) “Commercial or industrial building” means any building other than a

residential dwelling with fewer than five units.

(2) “District” means a commercial property-assessed clean energy

district which includes the entire municipality.

(3) “Resilience” means the ability of interconnected ecological, social,
physical, and economic systems to anticipate, adapt, withstand, respond, and
thrive in the face of current and future conditions and disasters.

(4) “Resiliency improvement” means improvements that increase the
resilience of a property, including air quality and stormwater infrastructure
improvements, snow and flood mitigation, energy storage and microgrids,
alternative vehicle charging infrastructure, and fire and wind resistance.

(5) “Water conservation improvement” means measures, equipment, or

devices that decrease the consumption of or demand for water, address safe
drinking water, or eliminate lead from water used for drinking or cooking.

§ 3276. WRITTEN AGREEMENTS: CONSENT OF PROPERTY
OWNERS: ENERGY SAVINGS ANALYSIS; LENDER CONSENT

(a) Upon an affirmative vote made pursuant to section 3275 of this title and

the performance of an analysis pursuant to subsection (b) of this section, an

owner of a commercial or industrial building, within the boundaries of a
district, may enter into a written agreement with the municipality that shall

constitute the owner’s consent to be subject to a special assessment, as set forth
in section 3255 of this title.

(b) Prior to entering into a written agreement, a property owner shall have
an analysis performed that includes the following components:

(1) where energy or water usage improvements are proposed. an energy
analysis by a licensed professional engineer or engineering firm stating that the
proposed qualified improvements will result in either more efficient use or
conservation of energy or water, the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, or
the addition of renewable sources of energy or water;

(2) where renewable energy is proposed, an engineering study showing

that the improvements are feasible;
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(3) where resiliency improvements are proposed, certification by a
licensed professional engineer stating that the qualified improvements will
result in improved resilience; or

(4) for new construction, certification by a licensed professional
engineer or engineering firm stating that the proposed qualified improvements
will enable the project to meet or exceed the energy efficiency or water
efficiency or renewable energy or water usage requirements of the current

building code and the Commercial Building Energy Standards established
under 30 V.S.A. § 53.

(¢) A written agreement shall provide that:

(1) The length of time allowed for the property owner to repay the
assessment shall not exceed the life expectancy of the improvement. In
instances where multiple improvements have been installed, the length of time
shall not exceed the average lifetime of all improvements, weighted by cost.

(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of law:

(A) A lien under this section:

(1) is a first and prior lien on the property, subordinate only to a
lien for property taxes, from the date on which the notice of special assessment
is recorded until the assessment, interest, or penalty is paid; and

(i1) runs with the land, and that portion of the assessment under
the assessment contract that is not vyet due shall not be accelerated or
extinguished by foreclosure of a property tax lien or any other foreclosure.

(B) In the event of a foreclosure action, all payments on an
assessment under this subchapter that are due and unpaid as of the date the
action is filed, and all payments on the assessment that become due after that
date and that accrue up to and including the date title to the property is
transferred to the mortgage holder, the lienholder, or a third party in the
foreclosure action shall be paid in order for title to transfer.

(3) A capital provider shall disclose to participating property owners
each of the following:

(A) the risks associated with participating in the program, including

risks related to the failure of participating property owners to make payments
and the risk of foreclosure; and

(B) the provisions of subsection (h) of this section that pertain to
prepayment of the assessment.

(d) The notice of an agreement shall include at least each of the following:
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(1) the name of the property owner as grantor;

(2) the name of the municipality as grantee;

(3) the date of the agreement;

(4) a legal description of the real property against which the assessment
1s made pursuant to the agreement;

(5) the amount of the assessment and the period during which the
assessment will be made on the property;

(6) a statement that the assessment will remain a lien on the property
until paid in full or released; and

(7) the location at which the original agreement may be examined.

(e) Prior to entering into the written assessment contract, the property
owner shall obtain and furnish to the municipality a written statement,
executed by each holder of a mortgage or deed of trust on the property
securing indebtedness, in their sole and absolute discretion, that consents to the
assessment and indicates that the assessment does not constitute an event of
default under the mortgage or deed of trust.

(f) The combined amount of the assessment plus any outstanding mortgage
obligations for the property shall not exceed 90 percent of the appraised real
property value of that property, as stabilized or as complete.

(2) With respect to an agreement under this section:

(1) the assessments to be repaid under the agreement, when calculated
as if they were the repayment of a loan, shall not violate 9 V.S.A. §§ 41a, 43,
44, and 46-50; and

(2) the maximum length of time for the owner to repay the assessment
shall not exceed 30 years.

(h) For projects under subchapter 2 of this chapter, there shall be no
penalty or premium for prepayment of the outstanding balance of an
assessment under this subchapter if the balance is prepaid in full. Projects
under this subchapter 3 are not subject to these provisions, but shall be subject

to the private agreement for the financing of improvements.

(i) Property may be eligible for financing if otherwise qualified

improvements were completed and operational not more than 36 months prior
to submission of the application to the Program. Waivers to the 36-month

requirement may be granted in the sole discretion of the program
administrator.
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(1) _This section shall not be construed to affect a taxpayer’s liability, or
municipality’s responsibility for payment, under 32 V.S.A. § 5402.

§ 3277. PROGRAM ADMINISTRATORS
(a) An entity that administers the commercial property-assessed clean

energy program or C-PACE Program under this subchapter shall be referred to
as a program administrator. A municipality, a public agency, or a private

entity may serve as a program administrator.
(b) A municipality that has adopted a C-PACE district may:

(1) enter into a contract with an entity to serve as the program

administrator and to administer the functions of the C-PACE Program for the
municipality; or

(2) serve as the program administrator itself, to administer the functions
of a C-PACE Program, including entering into C-PACE agreements with

commercial property owners in its jurisdiction and collecting C-PACE
assessments.

(¢) An entity may:

(1) enter into a contract with a C-PACE municipality where the entity
shall serve as the program administrator in the municipality; and

(2) collect fees necessary to administer the C-PACE Program.

(d) Other than the fulfillment of its obligations specified in a C-PACE
agreement, neither the program administrator nor a municipality has any
liability to a commercial property owner for or related to energy savings or
resiliency improvements financed under a C-PACE Program.

Sec. 14b. 24 V.S.A. § 3263 is amended to read:
§ 3263. COSTS OF OPERATION OF DISTRICT

The owners of real property who have entered into written agreements with
the municipality under section 3262 of this title shall be obligated to cover the
costs of operating the district. A municipality may use other available funds to
operate the district. A municipality may charge fees to cover the operation of
the C-PACE Program under subchapter 3 of this chapter.

Sec. 14c. 24 V.S.A. § 3264 is amended to read:
§ 3264. RIGHTS OF PROPERTY OWNERS

A property owner who has entered into a written agreement with the
municipality under section 3262 or section 3276 of this title may enter into a
private agreement for the installation or construction of a project relating to
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renewable energy, as defined in 30 V.S.A. § 8002(17), relating to resiliency
improvements as defined in section 3275 of this title, or relating to energy
efficiency as defined in section 3267 of this title.

Sec. 14d. 24 V.S.A. § 3265 is amended to read:
§ 3265. LIABILITY OF MUNICIPALITY

(a) A municipality that incurs indebtedness for or otherwise finances
projects under this subchapter shall not be liable for the failure of performance
of a project.

(b) A municipality that incurs indebtedness for bonding under this
subchapter shall pledge the full faith and credit of the municipality.

(¢) A municipality that enters into a written agreement with a property
owner under subchapter 3 of this chapter shall not incur any indebtedness or
otherwise finance projects under this chapter, nor shall be liable for the failure
of the performance of a project, nor shall pledge the full faith and credit of the
municipality.

Sec. 14e. 24 V.S.A. § 3268 is amended to read:
§ 3268. RELEASE OF LIEN

(a) A municipality shall release a participating property owner of the lien
on the property against which the assessment under this subchapter or
subchapter 3 of this chapter is made upon full payment of the value of the
assessment.

(b) Notice of a release of a lien for an assessment under this subchapter or
subchapter 3 of this chapter shall be filed with the clerk of the applicable
municipality for recording in the land records of that municipality.

Sec. 14f. 24 V.S.A. § 3255 is amended to read:
§ 3255. COLLECTION OF ASSESSMENTS; LIENS

(a) Special assessments under this chapter shall constitute a lien on the
property against which the assessment is made in the same manner and to the
same extent as taxes assessed on the grand list of a municipality, and all
procedures and remedies for the collection of taxes shall apply to special
assessments.

(b) Notwithstanding subsection (a) of this section, a lien for an assessment
under subchapter 2 of this chapter shall be subordinate to all liens on the
property in existence at the time the lien for the assessment is filed en in the
land records, shall be subordinate to a first mortgage on the property recorded
after such filing, and shall be superior to any other lien on the property
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recorded after such filing. In no way shall this subsection affect the status or
priority of any municipal lien other than a lien for an assessment under
subchapter 2 of this chapter. A lien for an assessment under subchapter 3 of
this chapter shall be exempt from the provisions of this section and, upon
receipt of consent from lenders, pursuant to subsection 3276(e) of this title,
shall not be subordinate to all liens on the property in existence at the time the
lien for the assessment is filed in the land records.

Sec. 14g. 9 V.S.A. § 46 is amended to read:
§ 46. EXCEPTIONS

Section 43 of this title, relating to deposit requirements, and section 45 of
this title, relating to prepayment penalties, shall not apply and the parties may
contract for a rate of interest in excess of the rate provided in section 41a of
this title in the case of:

(1) obligations of corporations, including municipal and nonprofit
corporations; et

(2) obligations incurred by any person, partnership, association, or other
entity to finance in whole or in part income-producing business or activity, but
not including obligations incurred to finance family dwellings of four units or
fewer when used as a residence by the borrower or to finance real estate that is
devoted to agricultural purposes as part of an operating farming unit when
used as a residence by the borrower; e

(3) obligations to finance the purchase, construction, or improvement of
property for seasonal or part-time occupancy and not as a place of legal
residence; or

(4) obligations guaranteed or insured by the United States of America or
any agency thereof; or

(5) obligations incurred for commercial property-assessed clean energy

projects pursuant to 24 V.S.A. chapter 87. subchapter 3.
* * % FEffective Date * * *

Sec. 15. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS OF TUESDAY, MAY 12, 2026
GOVERNOR'S VETO
S. 218.
An act relating to reducing chloride contamination of State waters
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Pending question (to be voted by call of the roll): Shall the bill pass,
notwithstanding the Governor's refusal to approve the bill? (Two-thirds of the
members present required to override the Governor's veto.)

The text of the Communication from His Excellency, The Governor,
whereby he vefoed and returned unsigned Senate Bill No. S. 218 to the Senate
is as follows:

Text of Communication from Governor
May 6, 2026

The Honorable John Bloomer
Secretary of the Senate

State House

Montpelier, VT 05633

Dear Mr. Bloomer:

Pursuant to Chapter II, Section 11 of the Vermont Constitution, I’'m returning
unsigned and without my approval, in the time permitted by the Constitution,
S.218, An act relating to reducing chloride contamination of state waters.

I agree with the bill’s intent and while we’ve made progress over the years, |
believe we should continue to limit the amount of salt that eventually ends up
in our waterways. However, I’'m concerned about the liability and unintended
consequences this bill creates.

By requiring Vermont’s municipalities and commercial businesses to reduce
the amount of salt and salt alternatives used to make roadways, parking lots,
stairs and sidewalks safer during the winter months, it could result in more
injuries and vehicle accidents leading to increased liability, risk of litigation,
and expense.

If this is a priority, the Legislature should add a provision relieving
municipalities and private entities of this new legal risk rather than increasing
the financial burden of this policy on Vermonters.

Sincerely,
Philip B. Scott

Governor
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Text of bill as passed by Senate and House
S.218
An act relating to reducing chloride contamination of State waters
It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:
Sec. 1. PURPOSE

It is the purpose of this act to establish the accepted standards of care for
the application of salt and salt alternatives in an effective and efficient manner
that provides safe conditions for pedestrians and motor vehicles on traveled
surfaces while also reducing the impacts of salt and salt alternatives on the
quality of the waters of the State.

Sec. 2. 10 V.S.A. chapter 47, subchapter 3B is added to read:

Subchapter 3B. Chloride Contamination Reduction Program
§ 1361. DEFINITIONS

As used in this subchapter:

(1) “Apply salt” or “application of salt” means to apply salt or a salt

alternative to roadways, parking lots, or sidewalks for the purpose of winter

maintenance or for summer dust control. “Apply salt” or “application of salt”
does not mean the application of salt to a transportation infrastructure

construction project.

(2) “Commercial salt applicator” means any individual who for

compensation applies salt or salt alternatives, but does not include municipal
or State employees.

(3) “Master commercial salt applicator” means any individual who

employs and is responsible for individuals who for compensation apply salt or
salt alternatives, but does not include municipal or State employees.

(4)  “Salt” means sodium chloride, calcium chloride, magnesium

chloride, or any other substance containing chloride used for the purpose of
deicing, anti-icing, or dust control.

(5) “Salt alternative” means any substance not containing chloride used

for the purpose of deicing, anti-icing, or dust control.

(6) “Secretary” means the Secretary of Natural Resources.

(7)_“Transportation infrastructure construction project” means a project
that involves the construction of roadways, parking lots, or sidewalks or other
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construction activities at transportation facilities or within transportation
rights-of-way.
§ 1362. CHLORIDE CONTAMINATION REDUCTION PROGRAM

(a) The Secretary of Natural Resources, after consultation with the

Secretary of Transportation and other states with similar chloride
contamination reduction programs, shall establish the Chloride Contamination
Reduction Program for the voluntary education, training, and certification of
commercial salt applicators regarding the effective and efficient application of
salt and salt alternatives to provide safe conditions for pedestrians and motor
vehicles on traveled surfaces while also reducing the impacts of salt and salt
alternatives on the quality of the waters of the State.

(b) As part of the Program, the Secretary of Natural Resources, on or

before July 1, 2027, shall adopt by rule best management practices for the
application of salt or salt alternatives by commercial salt applicators. The best
management practices may be based on practices currently implemented by the

Agency of Transportation or other entities. The best management practices
shall:

(1) establish measures or techniques to increase efficiency in the
application of salt or salt alternatives so that the least amount of salt or salt

alternatives is used while maintaining safe conditions for pedestrians and
motor vehicles on traveled surfaces;

(2) establish standards for when and how salt and salt alternatives are
applied in order to prevent salt or salt alternatives from entering the waters of
the State, including:

(A) salt alternatives that are cost-effective and less harmful to water

quality while maintaining safe conditions for pedestrians and motor vehicles
on traveled surfaces;

(B) whether and how to implement equipment to calibrate, monitor,
or meter the application of salt or salt alternatives; and

(C) when sand is an appropriate alternative to salt or salt alternatives
for deicing or dust control, particularly in regard to when the application of
sand will be less harmful to water quality:

3) establish record-keeping requirements for commercial salt

applicators, including records of training and records describing the type and
rate of application of salt or salt alternatives, the dates of use, weather

conditions requiring the use of salt or salt alternatives, and any other factors
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that the Secretary of Natural Resources deems necessary for the purposes of
the Program;

(4) create and circulate a model form for the record-keeping information
required under this section;

(5) establish requirements for certification under this subchapter,
including frequency of training and manner of training;

(6) establish a testing requirement for applicators to complete prior to
receiving an initial certification under the Program; and

(7) establish other requirements deemed necessary by the Secretary to
achieve the purposes of the Program.

(c)(1) The Program shall offer training for commercial applicators in the
implementation of the best management practices required under subsection
(b) of this section. Upon completion of training, a commercial salt applicator

shall be designated a certified commercial salt applicator. The term of a
commercial salt applicator certification issued under the Program shall be for

two vears from the date of issuance of the certification.

(2) A business that employs multiple commercial salt applicators may
apply to the Secretary for the certification of the business owner or other
designated employee as a master commercial salt applicator. A certified
master commercial salt applicator shall ensure that all persons employed by the
business to apply salt or salt alternatives are trained to comply with the best

management practices established under subsection (b) of this section.

(d)(1) A certified commercial salt applicator shall submit an annual
summary of total winter salt usage to the Secretary of Natural Resources.

(2) The Secretary of Natural Resources shall establish methods to

estimate and track the amount of salt applied by certified commercial salt
applicators.

(e¢) The Secretary may revoke a certification issued under this subchapter
after notice and opportunity for a hearing for a violation of the requirements of
this subchapter, the rules of this subchapter, or the provisions of a certification
issued under this subchapter.

(f)(1) The Program shall include requirements for the certification of a
master commercial salt applicator.

(2) The Program shall specifically exclude salt applications related to
transportation infrastructure construction projects.
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(3) The Secretary may elect to implement the Program with State
agency staff or through a third-party vendor, or some combination.

§ 1363. AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE; SALT APPLICATION

(a) A certified commercial salt applicator or an owner, occupant, or lessee

of real property maintained by a certified commercial salt applicator shall have

an affirmative defense against a claim for damages resulting from a hazard
caused by snow or ice if:

(1) the claimed damages were caused solely by snow or ice; and

(2) any failure or delay in removing or mitigating the hazard is the

result of the certified commercial salt applicator’s implementation of the best

management practices established under section 1362 of this title for the
application of salt or salt alternatives.

(b) The affirmative defense provided under subsection (a) of this section

shall not apply when the civil damages are due to gross negligence or reckless
disregard of the hazard.

(¢) _The affirmative defense provided under subsection (a) of this section is

not exclusive and is in addition to any other defenses or immunities provided
under State law.

(d) In order to assert the affirmative defense provided under subsection (a)

of this section, a certified commercial salt applicator or an owner, occupant, or
lessee of real property maintained by a certified commercial salt applicator
shall keep a record describing its road, parking lot, and property maintenance

practices, consistent with the requirements determined by the Secretary under
this subchapter. The record shall include the type and rate of application of

salt and salt alternatives used, the dates of treatment, and the weather
conditions for each event requiring deicing. Such records shall be retained by
the applicator for a period of three years.

§ 1364. ENFORCEMENT; PRESUMPTION OF COMPLIANCE:; WATER
UALITY

(a) A certified commercial salt applicator or a commercial salt applicator
employed by a certified master commercial salt applicator is entitled to a
rebuttable presumption that the certified commercial salt applicator or
commercial salt applicator is in compliance with the requirements of sections
1263 and 1264 of this title when applying salt or salt alternatives according to
the best management practices established under section 1362 of this title. The
rebuttable presumption under this subsection shall not apply to the
requirements of a total maximum daily load plan required under this chapter or
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the requirements of a municipal separate storm sewer system permit required
under section 1264 of this title.

(b) The Secretary may revoke a certification issued under this subchapter
after notice and opportunity for a hearing for a violation of the requirements of
this subchapter, the rules of this subchapter, or the provisions of a certification
issued under this subchapter.

§ 1365. EDUCATION AND OUTREACH

The Secretary of Natural Resources, through the staff of the Chloride

Contamination Reduction Program, shall conduct education and outreach to
inform:

(1) commercial salt applicators of the existence of the Chloride

Contamination Reduction Program and the training and affirmative defense
offered under the Program: and

(2) members of the public who purchase salt or salt alternatives for use
on driveways, sidewalks, private roads, and other paved surfaces of the
potential harm to water quality, pets, and wildlife from the excessive
application of salt and salt alternatives and how to decrease the potential harm.

Sec. 3. ANR REPORT ON MANAGEMENT OF SALT AND SAND
STORAGE FACILITIES

On or before January 15, 2027, the Secretary of Natural Resources shall

submit to the House Committees on Environment and on Transportation and
the Senate Committees on Natural Resources and Energy and on

Transportation a report regarding the management of State and municipal
facilities (facilities) for the storage of salt, salt and sand mixtures, salt

alternatives, and sand that is not mixed with salt. The report shall include:

(1) an inventory of facilities in the State used for the storage of salt, salt
and sand mixtures, salt alternatives, or sand that is not mixed with salt;

(2) an estimate of the number of facilities that are currently covered;

(3) an estimate of the number of facilities that are not covered and are
within 100 yards of a surface water or drinking water source;

(4) an estimate of the number of facilities that are not covered and are
more than 100 yards from a surface water or drinking water source; and
(5) an estimate of the total cost to cover or move facilities for the

storage of salt, salt and sand mixtures, salt alternatives, or sand that is not
mixed with salt, including an estimate of the time necessary to cover or move
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all facilities requiring cover or movement and an estimated annual amount of
funding that would be needed for cover or movement.

Sec. 4. MUNICIPAL SALT APPLICATORS; VERMONT LOCAL ROADS
CURRICULUM; AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE

(a)(1) On or before November 1, 2027, the Secretary of Natural Resources,
in collaboration with the Secretary of Transportation, shall identify and make
the changes to the Vermont Local Roads curriculum needed to support

municipal salt applicators in meeting the purpose of this act, including training

on best management practices for spreading salt or salt alternatives on roads,
parking lots, and sidewalks.

(2) As used in this section, “municipal salt applicator” means any
individual who applies or supervises others who apply salt or salt alternatives
in the applicator’s capacity as an employee or agent of a town or a
municipality, but does not include State employees.

(b) Notwithstanding any provisions of 24 V.S.A. § 901a to the contrary, a
municipal employee shall have an affirmative defense against a claim for

damages resulting from a hazard caused by snow or ice if:

(1) the municipal salt applicator completed the Vermont Local Roads

curriculum providing best management practices for spreading salt or salt
alternatives on roads, parking lots, and sidewalks in that calendar year;

(2) the claimed damages were caused solely by snow or ice; and

(3) any failure or delay in removing or mitigating the hazard is the
result of the municipal salt applicator’s implementation of the best

management practices learned under the Vermont Local Roads curriculum.

(¢) The affirmative defense provided under subsection (b) of this section

shall not apply when the civil damages are due to gross negligence or reckless
disregard of the hazard.

(d) The affirmative defense provided under subsection (b) of this section is

not exclusive and is in addition to any other defenses or immunities provided
under State law.

(e) In order to assert the affirmative defense provided under subsection (b)

of this section, a municipality shall keep a record describing its road, parking
lot, and property maintenance practices, consistent with the requirements

determined by the Secretary under 10 V.S.A. chapter 47, subchapter 3B. The
record shall include the type and rate of application of salt and salt alternatives
used, the dates of treatment, and the weather conditions for each event
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requiring deicing. Such records shall be retained by the applicator for a period
of three years.

Sec. 5. FEE REPORT

On or before January 15, 2027, the Secretary of Natural Resources shall
solicit interest from third-party vendors for training and certifying commercial
salt applicators under 10 V.S.A. chapter 47, subchapter 3B. The Secretary
shall recommend to the House Committees on Environment and on Ways and

Means and the Senate Committees on Natural Resources and Energy and on
Finance a fee to be charged either by the State or by a third-party vendor for
the certification of commercial salt applicators under 10 V.S.A. chapter 47,
subchapter 3B. The Secretary of Natural Resources, after consultation with
the Secretary of Transportation, shall recommend to the House Committees on
Environment and on Ways and Means and the Senate Committees on Natural
Resources and Energy and on Finance a fee to be charged either by the State or
by a third-party vendor for the certification of commercial salt applicators
under 10 V.S.A. chapter 47, subchapter 3B and a fee to be charged to
municipal salt applicators completing the salt applicator training set forth
under Sec. 4 of this act. Any fee charged to commercial salt applicators or
municipal salt applicators by the State or a third-party vendor for certification

under the Chloride Contamination Reduction Program or under the Vermont
Local Roads curriculum shall be approved by the General Assembly.

Sec. 6. CONTINGENT IMPLEMENTATION; FUNDING

The duty of the Agency of Natural Resources to implement Secs. 2

(Chloride Contamination Reduction Program), 4 (municipal salt applicators),

and 5 (fee report) of this act is contingent upon an appropriation from the
General Fund for the specific purposes described in Secs. 2, 4. and 5 of this
act.

Sec. 7. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.
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Second Reading
Favorable with Proposal of Amendment
H. 583.
An act relating to clinical decision making.

Reported favorably with recommendation of proposal of amendment
by Senator Lyons for the Committee on Health and Welfare.

The Committee recommends that the Senate propose to the House to amend
the bill as follows:

First: In subsection (a), following “On or before”, by striking out “July 1,
2026 and inserting in lieu thereof “March 1, 2027”

Second: In subsection (c), following “After”, by striking out “July 1, 2026
and inserting in lieu thereof “March 1, 2027”

Third: By inserting a subsection (d) to read:

(d)  The Green Mountain Care Board shall collaborate with relevant
stakeholders to develop the processes for reporting data pursuant to this section

and the Agency of Human Services shall provide relevant, necessary data to
the Board.

and by relettering the remaining subsections accordingly
(Committee vote: 5-0-0)

(For House amendments, see House Journal of March 19, 2026, pages 3401-
3409)

H. 606.
An act relating to firearms procedures.

Reported favorably with recommendation of proposal of amendment
by Senator Hashim for the Committee on Judiciary.

The Committee recommends that the Senate propose to the House to amend
the bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof
the following:

Sec. 1. 20 V.S.A. § 2307 is amended to read:

§ 2307. FIREARMS RELINQUISHED PURSUANT TO RELIEF FROM
ABUSE ORDER OR EXTREME RISK PROTECTION ORDER;
STORAGE; FEES; RETURN

(a) Definitions. As used in this section:
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(1) “Federally licensed firearms dealer” means a licensed importer,
licensed manufacturer, or licensed dealer required to conduct national instant

criminal background checks under 18 U.S.C. § 922(t).

(2) “Firearm” shall-have has the same meaning as in 18 U.S.C.
§ 921(a)(3).

(3) “Law enforcement agency” means the Vermont State Police, a
municipal police department, or a sheriff’s department.

(4) “Third party” means a person other than a cooperating law

enforcement agency or an approved federally licensed firearms dealer.

(b) Relinquishment.

(1) A person who is required to relinquish firearms;—ammunition; or
other weapons in the person’s possession by a court order issued under 15
V.S.A. chapter 21 (abuse prevention); 13 V.S.A. chapter 85, subchapter 2
(extreme risk protection orders); or any other provision of law consistent with
18 U.S.C. § 922(g)(8) shall, unless—the—eourt—erders—an—alternative
relinquishment-pursuant-to-subdiviston{2)-of-this-subseetion; upon service of
the order immediately relinquish the firearms;—ammunition; or weapons to a
cooperating law enforcement agency or an approved federally licensed
firearms dealer. As used in this subdivision, “person” means anyone who
meets the definition of “intimate partner” under 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(32) or who
qualifies as a family or household member under 15 V.S.A. § 1101, or any
person who is subject to an extreme risk protection order. The court may
order an alternative relinquishment to a third party if after a hearing the court
finds that the alternative relinquishment adequately protects the safety of the
protected parties.

(1) Firearms shall not be held by a third party unless approved by

the court using the process set forth in this subdivision (2).

(i1) A final relief from abuse hearing under 15 V.S.A. § 1103 or an
extreme risk protection order hearing under 13 V.S.A. § 4053 shall not be
continued solely for the purpose of approval of a third party. If the court is

unable to accommodate hearing from the proposed third party at the hearing or
if the defendant is not prepared to present the third party, the defendant may

file a motion using a form approved by the court administrator to request a
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hearing at a later date on whether the proposed third party should be permitted
to hold surrendered firearms.

(iii) To be considered as a third party eligible to hold surrendered
firearms, the third party shall agree to undergo a background check through the
National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS) to verify that the
person is legally permitted to have a firearm. The background check required
by this subdivision (iii) shall be provided to the court.

proposed third party shall execute an affidavit on a form approved by?e

Court Administrator stating that the person:

(1) acknowledges receipt of the firearms;—ammunition; or other
weapons;

(i1) assumes responsibility for storage of the firearms;
ammuanitien; or other weapons until further order of the court, and specifies
the manner in which he-er-she the person will provide secure storage of such
items;

(ii1) 1is not prohibited from owning or possessing firearms under
State or federal law; and

(iv) understands the obligations and requirements of the court
order, including the potential for the person to be subject to civil contempt
proceedings pursuant to subdivision 2}(C) of this subseetion subdivision
(b)(2) if the person permits the firearms;-ammunition; or other weapons to be
possessed, accessed, or used by the person who relinquished the item or by any
other person not authorized by law to do so.

shall be subject to civil contempt proceedings under 12 V.S.A. chapter 5 if the
person permits the firearms;-ammunition; or other weapons to be possessed,
accessed, or used by the person who relinquished the item or by any other
person not authorized by law to do so. In the event that the person required to
relinquish the firearms;-ammunition; or other weapons or any other person not
authorized by law to possess the relinquished items obtains access to,
possession of, or use of a relinquished item, all relinquished items shall be
immediately transferred to the possession of a law enforcement agency or
approved federally licensed firearms dealer pursuant to subdivision (1) of this
subsection (b).
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(c) Obligation to catalogue; evidentiary firearms excluded. A law
enforcement agency or an approved federally licensed firearms dealer that
takes possession of a firearm;—ammunitien; or other weapon pursuant to
subdivision (b)(1) of this section shall photograph, catalogue, and store the
item in accordance with standards and guidelines established by the
Department of Public Safety pursuant to subdiviston{i}3) subsection (k) of
this section. A firearm;-ammuanition; or other weapon shall not be taken into
possession pursuant to this section if it is being or may be used as evidence in
a pending criminal matter.

(d) Acknowledgement form. A defendant who is required to relinquish
firearms pursuant to a court order issued under 15 V.S.A. chapter 21 (abuse
prevention); 13 V.S.A. chapter 85. subchapter 2 (extreme risk protection
orders), or any other provision of law consistent with 18 U.S.C. § 922(g)(8)
shall complete a form approved by the court administrator acknowledging that
surrender has occurred and documenting the holder of the firearms. The form
shall be filed with the court or law enforcement, or both, as directed by the
court order.

(e) Fees.

(1) A law enforcement agency that stores firearms;—ammunition; or
weapons pursuant to subdivision (b)(1) of this section may charge the owner a
reasonable storage fee, not to exceed:

(A) $200.00 for the first firearm or weapon, and $50.00 for each
additional firearm or weapon for up to 15 months, prorated on the number of
months the items are stored; and

(B) $50.00 per firearm or weapon per year for each year or part
thereof thereafter.

(2) A federally licensed firearms dealer that stores firearms;
ammunitien; or weapons pursuant to subdivision (b)(1) of this section may
charge the owner a storage fee that is reasonably related to the expenses it
incurs in the administration of this section. Any federally licensed firearm
dealer that certifies compliance under this section shall provide a copy of its
fee schedule to the eenrt Department of Public Safety upon request.

(3) Fees permitted by this subsection shall not begin to accrue until after
the court issues a final relief from abuse order pursuant to 15 V.S.A. § 1103 or
a final extreme risk protection order pursuant to 13 V.S.A. § 4053.

te)(f) Sale. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the lawful
sale of firearms or other items.
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(g) Law enforcement storage of firearms with a federally licensed firearms

dealer.

(1) Law enforcement agencies that do not have the capacity to store
firearms or do not elect to store nonevidentiary firearms may store
nonevidentiary firearms relinquished to them pursuant to a relief from abuse
order, an extreme risk protection order, or any other provision of law
consistent with 18 U.S.C. § 922(g)(8) with a federally licensed firearms dealer,
provided that the agency provides timely notice to the person surrendering the
firearm of the transfer. The notice shall include the following information:

(A) The contact information for the federally licensed firearms
dealer, including the dealer’s name, phone number, and current address.

(B) It is the defendant’s responsibility to keep the federally licensed
firearms dealer informed of any address changes.

(C) _The costs of the storage fees that the defendant will be
responsible for paying.

(D) If the defendant fails to retrieve the firearms within 90 days after
being eligible for release, the defendant forfeits ownership of the firearms and
the firearms may be sold and all proceeds retained by the federally licensed
firearms dealer or law enforcement agency that provided storage.

(E) Information about how to file a request with the court to have a
third party provide storage.

(F) The eligibility requirements that a proposed third party is
required to meet to hold firearms.

(2) The notice required by subdivision (1) of this subsection may be
provided by the federally licensed firearms dealer to the defendant directly,
provided that the dealer or law enforcement agency, or both, keeps a record to
document that notice was provided.

(3) Law enforcement agencies that store nonevidentiary firearms with a
federally licensed firearms dealer shall provide the dealer with:
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(A) the name of the owner of the firearms;

(B) contact information for the owner to include name, date of birth,
phone number, and current address;

(C) docket information about the court order requiring firearms
surrender; and

(D) if requested by the dealer, information about any changes to the
court order.

(4) Federally licensed firearms dealers shall not be used to store
firearms relinquished pursuant to a temporary relief from abuse order issued
pursuant to 15 V.S.A. § 1104 or a temporary extreme risk protection order
issued pursuant to 13 V.S.A. § 4054 unless the defendant consents to have the
dealer hold the firearms and agrees to pay storage fees that accrue while the
temporary order is in effect.

(h) Victim notification of release of firearms. Prior to releasing firearms
under this section, law enforcement agencies shall make reasonable efforts to
provide notice to the plaintiff at least 24 hours in advance before the firearms
are released unless the plaintiff is present in court when the court order
requiring relinquishment is dismissed and is orally informed on the record that
firearms will be released.

(1) Release of firearms.

(1) A law enforcement agency, an approved federally licensed firearms
dealer, or any other person that takes possession of firearms;-ammunition; or
weapons for storage purposes pursuant to this section shall not release the
items to the owner without a court order unless the items are to be sold
pursuant to subdivision (2)(A) of this subsection. If a court orders the release
of firearms;—ammunition; or weapons stored under this section, the law
enforcement agency or firearms dealer in possession of the items shall make

them available to the owner within three-business-days-ef receipt-ef-the-order
and—in—a—-manner-consistent—with-—federal-law 72 hours after completion of a

background check through the National Instant Criminal Background Check
System (NICS). The Supreme Court may promulgate rules under 12 V.S.A.

§ 1 for judicial proceedings under this subsection.

(2)(A)(1) If the owner fails to retrieve the firearm;—amwmunition; or
weapon and pay the applicable storage fee within 90 days ef following the
court order releasing the items, the firearm;—ammunition; or weapon may be
sold for fair market value. Title to the items shall pass to the law enforcement
agency or firearms dealer for the purpose of transferring ownership, except
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that the Vermont State Police shall follow the procedure described in section
2305 of this title.

(i) The law enforcement agency or approved firearms dealer shall
make a reasonable effort to notify the owner of the sale before it occurs. In no
event shall the sale occur until after the court issues a final relief from abuse
order pursuant to 15 V.S.A. § 1103 or a final extreme risk protection order
pursuant to 13 V.S.A. § 4053.

(ii1)) As used in this subdivision (2)(A), “reasonable effort” shal
mean means notice shall be served as provided for by Rule 4 of the Vermont
Rules of Civil Procedure.

subdiviston{(2)(B)-shall-be-paid-to-the-eriginal-ewner If firearms eligible for
release are not claimed by the owner, the federally licensed firearms dealer or
law enforcement agency storing the firearms shall provide a certified letter to
the owner’s last known address. If the firearms are not claimed within 90 days
after notice by certified letter, the fircarms may be sold by the dealer or law
enforcement agency and the dealer or law enforcement agency may retain all
proceeds from the sale.

() Immunity.

(1) A federally licensed firearms dealer or law enforcement agency that
stores firearms in accordance with this section shall be immune from;

(A) civil or criminal liability for the sale of firearms, provided that

notice is provided as required by subsection (g) of this section; and

(B) civil or criminal liability for any damage or deterioration of
firearms;-ammuanition; or weapons stored or transported pursuant to subsection
(c) of this section.

(2) This subsection shall not apply if the damage or deterioration
occurred as a result of recklessness, gross negligence, or intentional
misconduct by the law enforcement agency or federally licensed firearms
dealer.
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(k) Department of Public Safety. The Department of Public Safety shall
be responsible for the implementation and establishment of standards and
guidelines to carry out this section. To carry out this responsibility, the
Department shall:

(1) Establish minimum standards to be a qualified storage location and
maintain a list of qualified storage locations, including:

(A)  federally licensed firearms dealers that annually certify
compliance with the Department’s standards to receive firearms;-ammunition;
or other weapons pursuant to subdivision (b)(2) of this section; and

(B) cooperating law enforcement agencies.

(2) Adopt a policy that encourages and supports federally licensed
firearms dealers to provide storage for prohibited persons.

(3) Establish a fee schedule consistent with the fees established in this
section for the storage of firearms and other weapons by law enforcement
agencies pursuant to this section.

3)(4) Establish standards and guidelines to provide for the storage of
firearms;—ammunition; and other weapons pursuant to this section by law
enforcement agencies. Such guidelines shall provide that:

(A) with the consent of the law enforcement agency taking
possession of a firearm;-ammunitton; or weapon under this section, an owner
may provide a storage container for the storage of such relinquished items;

(B) the law enforcement agency that takes possession of the firearm;
ammunttion; or weapon may provide a storage container for the relinquished
item or items at an additional fee; and

(C) the law enforcement agency that takes possession of the firearm;
ammunttien; or weapon shall present the owner with a receipt at the time of
relinquishment that includes the serial number and identifying characteristics
of the firearm;—ammunition; or weapon and record the receipt of the item or
items in a log to be established by the Department.

4)(5) Report on January 15, 2015, and annually thereafter to the House
and Senate Committees on Judiciary on the status of the program. The
provisions of 2 V.S.A. § 20(d) (expiration of required reports) shall not apply
to the report to be made under this subdivision.

Sec. 2. 20 V.S.A. § 2308 is added to read:

§ 2308. STATEWIDE MODEL POLICY PROHIBITING FIREARMS
ACCESS BY PROHIBITED PERSONS
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(a) On or before December 30, 2026, the Department of Public Safety shall
direct the Law Enforcement Advisory Board (LEAB) to adopt a statewide
model law enforcement policy addressing firearms access by persons who are
prohibited from possessing firearms pursuant to relief from abuse orders,
extreme risk protection orders, or other legal prohibitions. The policy shall
create a legal, safe, and fair process, including necessary forms and delineated
roles and responsibilities, for law enforcement agencies interacting with
federally licensed firearms dealers that are storing firearms for prohibited
persons. The policy shall address the following:

(1) legal removal of firearms from the scene of a domestic violence
incident;

(2) steps for inquiry and lawful removal of firearms by law enforcement
when serving protective orders;

3) a_ process for notifying the plaintiff about service and
relinquishment, appropriate handling, and storage of firearms:

(4) procedures for storage of firearms with federally licensed firearms

dealers and third parties, including informing the defendant about the option of
third-party storage: and

(5) methods of data collection about the number and type of firearms
surrendered, including descriptions of the firearms.

(b) On or before June 30, 2027, every state, county, and municipal law
enforcement agency shall adopt a model firearms surrender policy that
includes each component of the LEAB model. If an agency has not adopted a
policy on or before June 30, 2027, the agency shall be deemed to have
adopted, and shall follow and enforce, the LEAB model.

Sec. 3. 13 V.S.A. § 4059 is amended to read:

§ 4059. RELINQUISHMENT, STORAGE, AND RETURN OF
DANGEROUS WEAPONS

(a) A person who is required to relinquish a dangerous weapon other than a
firearm in the person’s possession, custody, or control by an extreme risk
protection order issued under section 4053, 4054, or 4055 of this title shall
upon service of the order immediately relinquish the dangerous weapon to a
cooperating law enforcement agency. The law enforcement agency shall
transfer the weapon to the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives for proper disposition.

(b)Y A person who is required to relinquish a firearm in the person’s
possession, custody, or control by an extreme risk protection order issued
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relinquish the firearm pursuant to the procedures required by 20 V.S.A.

§ 2307.




A i - [Repealed.]
(d) NO “i‘ hi C G‘ Sve D€ O FHEea—to
firearms-or-other-items: [Repealed.]
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: .

tto-the owner upon expiration ol the order. | Repealed. |

[Repealed.]
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i i .’ [Repealed.]
.(h) . .

[Repealed.]

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter:

(1) A dangerous weapon shall not be returned to the respondent if the
respondent’s possession of the weapon would be prohibited by state or federal
law.

(2) A dangerous weapon shall not be taken into possession pursuant to
this section if it is being or may be used as evidence in a pending criminal
matter.

and that after passage the title of the bill be amended to read: “An act relating
to firearms relinquishment and storage procedures”

Sec. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on July 1, 2026.
(Committee vote: 4-1-0)

(For House amendments, see House Journal of March 18, 2026, pages 3330-
3335)

House Proposal of Amendment
S. 202.
An act relating to portable solar energy generation devices.

The House proposes to the Senate to amend the bill by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 30 V.S.A. § 201 is amended to read:
§ 201. DEFINITIONS
As used in this chapter:

* %k 3k

(9)  “Plug-in photovoltaic device” means a photovoltaic generation
device that:
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(A) is designed to be connected to a building’s electrical system via
an electrical cord plugged into a receptacle;

(B) includes a feature that prevents the system from energizing the

building’s electrical system during a power outage;

(C) complies with UL 3700 for plug-in photovoltaic systems by UL
Solutions or an equivalent certification by an equivalent Nationally
Recognized Testing Laboratory for use in the United States and is installed and
operated in compliance with IEEE 1547-2018 and any successor standard.,
using default performance and setting profiles consistent with those developed
by regional transmission and distribution system operators; and

(D) is connected to a building that is connected to the electric grid.
Sec. 2. 30 V.S.A. § 256 is added to read:
§ 256. PLUG-IN PHOTOVOLTAIC DEVICES

(a) A customer may install one or more plug-in photovoltaic devices per
electric meter if the devices have a maximum combined inverter capacity of
not more than 1,200 watts. Plug-in photovoltaic devices shall only be
connected to systems using smart meters. A customer shall ensure a device is
temporarily but securely attached to the ground or a structure.

(b) The installation of a plug-in photovoltaic device that complies with
subsection (a) of this section shall not be required to comply with the
requirements of section 248 of this chapter, shall not be required to obtain an
interconnection agreement with an electric distribution company, and shall not

otherwise be subject to the jurisdiction of the Public Utility Commission.

(¢) An electric distribution company shall not require a customer using a
plug-in photovoltaic device that complies with subsection (a) of this section to:

(1) obtain the company’s approval before installing or using the device;

(2) pay any fee or charge related to the installation of the device: or

(3) install any additional controls or equipment beyond what is
integrated into the device.

(d) Nothing in this section shall prevent an electric distribution company

from recovering costs associated with the overloading of the service provided
due to the presence of a plug-in photovoltaic device.

(e) A customer with a net metering system shall not also install a plug-in
photovoltaic device. A plug-in photovoltaic device shall not be eligible for net
metering. Generation exported to the grid by a plug-in photovoltaic device
shall not be compensated by an electric distribution company.
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() A plug-in photovoltaic device in a public building, as defined in 20
V.S.A. § 2730, shall be used in a manner that complies with all applicable
requirements of the most recent Fire and Building Safety Code adopted by the
Division of Fire Safety.

(2)  No tenant shall install a plug-in photovoltaic device without the
landlord’s permission. A tenant shall provide at least 10 days’ notice to the
landlord of the tenant’s intent to install a plug-in photovoltaic device in
compliance with subsection (a) of this section in the building. The landlord
shall respond within 10 days with any reasonable restrictions on the
installation of the device or may deny installation.

Sec. 3. 24 V.S.A. § 4413(g) is amended to read:

(g) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, a bylaw adopted
under this chapter shall not:

(1) Regulate the installation, operation, and maintenance of a plug-in
photovoltaic device or, on a flat roof of an otherwise complying structure, of a
solar energy device that heats water or space or generates electricity. For the
purpose of this subdivision, “flat roof” means a roof having a slope less than or
equal to five degrees.

(2) Prohibit or have the effect of prohibiting the installation of solar
collectors not exempted from regulation under subdivision (1) of this
subsection, clotheslines, or other energy devices based on renewable resources.

Sec. 4. 27 V.S.A. § 544 is amended to read:
§ 544. ENERGY DEVICES BASED ON RENEWABLE RESOURCES

(a) No deed restrictions, covenants, or similar binding agreements running
with the land shall prohibit or have the effect of prohibiting solar collectors,
clotheslines, or other energy devices based on renewable resources from being
installed on or, for a plug-in photovoltaic device as defined in 30 V.S.A. § 201,
appurtenant to buildings erected on the lots or parcels covered by the deed
restrictions, covenants, or binding agreements. A property owner may not be
denied permission to install solar collectors or other energy devices based on
renewable resources by any entity granted the power or right in any deed
restriction, covenant, or similar binding agreement to approve, forbid, control,
or direct alteration of property with respect to residential dwellings. For
purposes of this subsection, that entity may determine the specific location
where solar collectors may be installed on the roof within an orientation to the
south or within 45° east or west of due south, provided that this determination
does not impair the effective operation of the solar collectors.

* %k 3k
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(c) The legislative intent in enacting this section is to protect the public
health, safety, and welfare by encouraging the development and use of
renewable resources in order to conserve and protect the value of land,
buildings, and resources by preventing measures that will have the ultimate
effect, whether or not intended, of driving the costs of owning and operating
commercial or residential property beyond the capacity of private owners to
maintain. This section shall not apply to patio railings in condominiums,
cooperatives, or apartments, except for a plug-in photovoltaic device.

Sec. 5. 9 V.S.A. § 2795 is amended to read:
§ 2795. EFFICIENCY AND WATER CONSERVATION STANDARDS

(a) The Commissioner shall adopt rules in accordance with the provisions
of 3 V.S.A. chapter 25 establishing minimum efficiency standards for the types
of new products set forth in section 2794 of this title. The rules shall provide
for the following minimum efficiency standards for products sold or installed
in this State:

* sk 3k

(6) In the rules, the Commissioner shall adopt minimum efficiency and
water conservation standards for each product that is subject to a standard
under 10 C.F.R. §§ 430 and 431 as those provisions existed on January 19,
2047 2025. The minimum standard and the testing protocol for each product
shall be the same as adopted in those sections of the Code of Federal
Regulations, except that for faucets, showerheads, and urinals, the minimum
standard and testing protocol shall be as otherwise set forth in this section.

* %k 3k

Sec. 6. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on July 1. 2026.

and that after passage the title of the bill be amended to read: “An act
relating to plug-in photovoltaic devices”

S. 223.
An act relating to water quality of the waters of Vermont.

The House proposes to the Senate to amend the bill by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. WATER QUALITY, LAKE CLASSIFICATION, AND
ANTIDEGRADATION STUDY GROUP; REPORT
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(a) Creation. There is created the Water Quality, Lake Classification, and
Antidegradation Study Group, which shall conduct the evaluations set forth in
subsection (¢) of this section, including the review of existing classified waters
of the State and candidate waters with water quality data supporting
reclassification, assessment of antidegradation requirements, examination of
the regulatory framework for Class A waters, and examination of the adequacy
of the current water classification system for lakes and ponds. Based on these
evaluations, the Study Group shall recommend to the General Assembly
legislative or policy changes to strengthen environmental protection, provide
regulatory certainty, and support public uses of State waters.

(b) Membership. The Study Group shall be composed of the following
members:

(1) two current members of the House of Representatives, not all from
the same political party, who shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House:

(2) two current members of the Senate, not all from the same political
party, who shall be appointed by the Committee on Committees;
(3) the Secretary of Natural Resources or designee;

(4) a Department of Environmental Conservation water quality scientist
or technical staff member, appointed by the Secretary of Natural Resources;

(5)_two persons representing businesses, industries, or development that
interact with water quality permitting, including the State antidegradation

policy, use of high quality waters, and water classification, one of whom shall
be appointed by the Speaker of the House and one of whom shall be appointed

by the Committee on Committees;

(6) two persons representing nonprofit environmental advocacy groups,
one of whom shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House and one of whom

shall be appointed by the Committee on Committees:;

(7) _one person representing the Federation of Vermont Lakes and Ponds,
appointed by the Governor;

(8) one person representing the Green Mountain Water Environment
Association, appointed by the Speaker of the House:

(9) one person representing the Memphremagog Watershed Association,
appointed by the Speaker of the House; and

(10) one person representing the Lake Champlain Citizen’s Advisory
Commiittee, appointed by the Committee on Committees.
(¢) Powers and duties. The Study Group shall:
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(1) Develop an inventory of the waters of the State, with the existing
classification designations, as set forth in the Vermont Water Quality

Standards, including candidate high quality waters with water quality data that

meets or exceeds the minimum criteria supporting reclassification for such
waters.

(2) Assess the State’s obligations under the federal Clean Water Act, 33
U.S.C. §§ 12511388, as enacted as of January 1, 2026, with respect to the
adoption of an antidegradation rule to implement the State’s antidegradation
policy under the Vermont Water Quality Standards, including an evaluation of
State and federal statutory and regulatory requirements and the identification
of any legal, administrative, policy, or practical barriers to full compliance.

(3) Identify and evaluate the statutory and regulatory frameworks, rules,
policies, and procedures governing Class A waters, including whether
modifications are needed to facilitate the reclassification of eligible waters,
adequately protect and support designated and existing uses, and provide
regulatory certainty for activities in Class A waters.

(4) Evaluate whether the existing water classification system in the State
and related statutory and regulatory frameworks protect the ecological
integrity of the State’s lakes and ponds, adequately address current and
potential threats to the water quality of the State’s lakes and ponds, and
provide regulatory certainty.

(5) Recommend legislative amendments and identify any rules, policies,

or procedures that may require revision to implement the Study Group’s
recommendations.

(d) Assistance. The Study Group shall have the administrative, technical,

and legal assistance of the Agency of Natural Resources and shall have the
legal and drafting assistance of the Office of Legislative Counsel.

(e) _Report. On or before December 15. 2026, the Study Group shall
submit a written report to the General Assembly that shall include its findings
and recommendations under subsection (c) of this section.

(f) Meetings.

(1) The Secretary of Natural Resources shall call the first meeting of the
Study Group to occur on or before August 1, 2026.

(2) The Study Group shall select at its first meeting a chair from among
the four legislators serving as members.

(3) A majority of the Study Group shall constitute a quorum.

(4) The Study Group shall cease to exist on February 15, 2027.
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(g) Compensation and reimbursement.

(1) For attendance at meetings during adjournment of the General
Assembly, a legislative member of the Study Group serving in the member’s
capacity as a legislator shall be entitled to per diem compensation and
reimbursement of expenses pursuant to 2 V.S.A. § 23 for not more than eight
meetings. These payments shall be made from monies appropriated to the
General Assembly.

(2) Other members of the Study Group shall be entitled to per diem
compensation and reimbursement of expenses as permitted under 32 V.S.A.

§ 1010 for not more than eight meetings. These payments shall be made from

monies appropriated to the General Assembly.
Sec. 2. [Deleted.]

Sec. 3. AGENCY OF NATURAL RESOURCES REPORT ON
ESTABLISHING A CERTIFICATION PROGRAM FOR
WETLANDS PROFESSIONALS

(a)(1) On or before January 15, 2027, the Secretary of Natural Resources
shall submit to the House Committee on Environment and the Senate
Committee on Natural Resources and Energy a report recommending whether
to establish a program to certify wetlands professionals in the State for the
purposes of identifying and delineating wetlands boundaries. The report shall:

(A)  describe the benefits and disadvantages of a wetlands
professional certification program, including whether it could accelerate
wetlands permitting, reduce the amount of wetlands services available,
increase the cost of wetlands services, or delay the permitting process; and

(B) discuss how a wetlands professional certification program could
impact the liability of wetlands professionals, including whether certification
requirements would subject wetlands professionals to increased risk of liability
or increased liability insurance requirements.

(2) If the Secretary of Natural Resources recommends the establishment

of a program to certify wetlands professionals in the State, the report shall
include:

(A) a description of the proposed certification program;

(B) the proposed requirements for certification;

(C) a description of the activities that a wetlands professional would
be authorized to conduct as part of or exclusively under a certification; and

- 2873 -



(D)  what benefit, if any, services from a certified wetlands
professional would provide to customers or in regulatory proceedings.

(b) In developing the report required under subsection (a) of this section,
the Secretary of Natural Resources shall consult with wetlands professionals
who currently conduct wetlands delineations and other persons with
knowledge of wetlands permitting and services provided by wetlands

professionals.
Sec. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.
NEW BUSINESS
Third Reading
H. 171.

An act relating to criminal justice agency protocols for an officer-involved
shooting.

H. 577.

An act relating to establishing the Vermont Prescription Drug Discount
Card Program.

H. 588.

An act relating to professions and occupations regulated by the Office of
Professional Regulation.

H. 611.

An act relating to miscellaneous provisions affecting the Department of
Vermont Health Access.

H. 635.
An act relating to eliminating Department of Corrections supervisory fees.
H. 657.

An act relating to various programming and requirements within the
Department for Children and Families.

H. 660.

An act relating to fiscal year 2027 Opioid Abatement Special Fund
appropriations.
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Second Reading
Favorable
H. 956.

An act relating to approval of an amendment to the charter of the City of
Burlington relating to the Office of Racial Equity, Inclusion, and Belonging.

Reported favorably by Senator Vyhovsky for the Committee on
Government Operations.

(Committee vote: 5-0-0)
(No House amendments)
Favorable with Proposal of Amendment
H. 293.

An act relating to health equity data reporting and registry disclosure
requirements.

Reported favorably with recommendation of proposal of amendment
by Senator Benson for the Committee on Health and Welfare.

The Committee recommends that the Senate propose to the House to amend
the bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof
the following:

* % * Community Violence Prevention Program Report * * *
Sec. 1. 18 V.S.A. § 13 is amended to read:
§ 13. COMMUNITY VIOLENCE PREVENTION PROGRAM

* %k 3k
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(F) deseriptions of any grants applied-for or awarded. |Repealed. |

* * * Cancer Registry Disclosure Requirements * * *
Sec. 2. 18 V.S.A. § 155 is amended to read:
§ 155. DISCLOSURE

* %k 3k

(b) The Commissioner may furnish confidential information to the
National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program, other states’
cancer registries, federal cancer control agencies, or health researchers in order
to collaborate in a national cancer registry or to collaborate in cancer control
and prevention research studies. However, before releasing confidential
information, the Commissioner shall first obtain from such state registries,

agencies, or researchers an—agreement—in—writing—to—-keep written assurances

acceptable to the Commissioner that the identifying information shall be kept
confidential and privileged as required by law. In the case of researchers, the

Commissioner shall also ﬁrst obtain written evidence of the approval of their

aeeefdaﬂee—w&lﬂé—GF—R—paft—46 an 1nstitutiona1 review board or privacy

board in accordance with 45 C.F.R. § 164.512(1))(1)(1)(A) and (B).

* % * Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis Registry Disclosure Requirements and
Reporting * * *

Sec. 3. 18 V.S.A. § 174 is amended to read:
§ 174. CONFIDENTIALITY

(a)(1) All identifying information regarding an individual patient or health
care provider is exempt from public inspection and copying under the Public
Records Act and shall be kept confidential.
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(2) Notwithstanding subdivision (1) of this subsection, the
Commissioner may enter into data sharing and protection agreements with
researchers or state, regional, or national amyotrophic lateral sclerosis
registries for bidirectional data exchange, provided access under such
agreements is consistent with the privacy, security, and disclosure protections
in this chapter. In the case of researchers, the Commissioner shall also first
obtarn wrrtten evidence of the approval of %herr—&e&deﬁﬁ&eemmr&ee—fer—the

an institutional review board or privacy board n accordance wrth 45 C F.R.

§ 164.512(1)(1)(1)(A) and (B). The Commissioner shall disclose the minimum
information necessary to accomplish a specified research purpose.

* %k 3k

Sec. 4. 18 V.S.A. § 175 is amended to read:
§ 175. ANNUAL REPORT

Annually, on or before Janwary—5 November 1, the Department shall
submit a written report to the Governor, the House Committee on Human
Services, and the Senate Committee on Health and Welfare containing the
statewide prevalence and incidence estimates of amyotrophic lateral sclerosis,
including any trends occurring over time across the State. Reports shall not
contain information that directly or indirectly identifies an individual patient or
health care provider.

* * * Health Equity Data Reporting * * *
Sec. 5. 18 V.S.A. § 252 is amended to read:
§ 252. HEALTH EQUITY ADVISORY COMMISSION

* %k 3k

(e) Report. Annually-en On or before January 15 of odd-numbered years,
the Advisory Commission shall submit a written report to the Senate
Committee on Health and Welfare and to the House Committees on Health
Care and on Human Services with its findings and any recommendations for
legislative action.  The Advisory Commission is encouraged to base
recommendations on the data collected and analysis completed pursuant to
section 253 of this title.

* %k 3k

Sec. 6. 18 V.S.A. § 253 is amended to read:
§ 253. DATA RESPONSIVE TO HEALTH EQUITY INQUIRIES

* ok 3k
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(b)(1) The Department of Health shall systematically analyze such health
equity data using the smallest appropriate units of analysis feasible to detect
racial and ethnic disparities, as well as disparities along the lines of primary
language, sex, disability status, sexual orientation, gender identity, and
socioeconomic status, and report the results of such analysis on the
Department’s website periodically, but not less than biannually. The
Department’s analysis shall be used to measure over time the impact of actions
taken to reduce health disparities in Vermont. The data informing the
Department’s analysis shall be made available to the public in accordance with
State and federal law.

(2) Annually Every three years beginning in 2029, on or before January
15, the Department shall submit a report containing the results of the analysis

conducted pursuant to subdivision (1) of this subsection to the Senate
Committee on Health and Welfare and to the House Committees on Health
Care and on Human Services.

* % * Emergency Service Provider Wellness Commission Report * * *
Sec. 7. 18 V.S.A. § 7257b(h) is amended to read:

publie-threugh-the Department-ef Health- [Repealed. ]
* % * Service Members and Veterans; Food Service Licensing * * *

Sec. 8. 2018 Acts and Resolves No. 119, Sec. 8 is amended to read:

Sec. 8. REPORTING; UTILIZATION BY SERVICE MEMBERS AND
VETERANS




* * * Recovery Service Organizations * * *
Sec. 9. REPORT; RECOVERY SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS
On or before February 15, 2027, the Department of Health, in consultation

with other Agency of Human Services’ departments and recovery service

organizations, shall submit a written report to the House Committees on
Appropriations, on Heath Care, and on Human Services and to the Senate

Committees on Appropriations and on Health and Welfare containing
information on the total actual income and expenditures for recovery service

organizations in fiscal years 2024-2026. Specifically, the report shall address:

(1) public funding sources, including all appropriated State funds,
federal funds, and municipal funds:

(2) recipients of recovery service organization funding;
(3) an analysis of recovery service organization grant performance

measures and outcomes; and

(4) any recommendations for enhancing the financial stability of
recovery service organizations.

* % * Repeals * * *

Sec. 10. REPEALS

(a) 18 V.S.A. § 5208 (Department of Health: report on statistics) is
repealed.

(b) 18 V.S.A. § 1756 (lead screening; annual report) is repealed.

* %k Effective Date * * *
Sec. 11. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on July 1. 2026.

and that after passage the title of the bill be amended to read: “An act
relating to miscellaneous amendments to the Department of Health’s reporting
and programming requirements”’

(Committee vote: 5-0-0)
(For House amendments, see House Journal of April 11, 2025, pages 968-970)
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H. 642.
An act relating to youthful offender proceedings.

Reported favorably with recommendation of proposal of amendment
by Senator Mattos for the Committee on Judiciary.

The Committee recommends that the Senate propose to the House to amend
the bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof
the following:

Sec. 1. 33 V.S.A. § 5285 is amended to read:
§ 5285. MODIFICATION OR REVOCATION OF DISPOSITION

(a)(1) If it appears that the youth has violated the terms of juvenile
probation ordered by the court pursuant to subdivision 5284(c)(1) of this title,
a motion for modification or revocation of youthful offender status may be
filed in the Family Division of the Superior Court. The court shall set the
motion for hearing as soon as practicable. The hearing may be joined with a
hearing on a violation of conditions of probation under section 5265 of this
title. A supervising juvenile or adult probation officer may detain in an adult
facility a youthful offender who has attained 18 years of age for violating
conditions of probation.

(2) Notwithstanding subdivision 5103(c)(2)(D) of this title, when a
motion for revocation of youthful offender status is pending pursuant to this

section, the Family Division’s jurisdiction over the youth shall remain in effect

until the youth is discharged or until probation is revoked. The Family
Division may extend its jurisdiction over the youth beyond the youth’s 22nd

birthday to the extent necessary to maintain jurisdiction under this subdivision.

(b) A hearing under this section shall be held in accordance with section
5268 of this title.

(c)(1) If the court finds after the hearing that the youth has violated the
terms of his-er-her the youth’s probation, the court may:

H(A) maintain the youth’s status as a youthful offender, with modified
conditions of juvenile probation if the court deems it appropriate;

2)B) revoke the youth’s status as a youthful offender and transfer the
case with a record of the petition, affidavit, adjudication, disposition, and
revocation to the Criminal Division for sentencing; or

3)C) transfer supervision of the youth to the Department of
Corrections with all of the powers and authority of the Department and the
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Commissioner under Title 28, including graduated sanctions and electronic
monitoring.

(2) For purposes of making its determination under subdivision (1) of

this subsection, the court shall consider whether:

(A) under the criteria of subdivision 5284(a)(2) of this title, public
safety will be protected by continuing to treat the youth as a youthful offender:

(B) the vouth continues to be amenable to treatment or rehabilitation
as a youthful offender; and

(C) there continue to be sufficient services in the juvenile court

system, the Department for Children and Families, and the Department of
Corrections to meet the youth’s treatment and rehabilitation needs.

(d) If the youth fails to appear at a probation revocation hearing under this
section, the court may, unless it finds there was good cause for the failure to
appear, issue an order pursuant to subsection 5108(c) of this title for an officer
to pick up the youth and bring the youth to court.

(e) If a youth’s status as a youthful offender is revoked and the case is
transferred to the Criminal Division pursuant to subdivision e}2)(c)(1)(B) of
this section, the court shall enter a conviction of guilty based on the admission
to or finding of merits, hold a sentencing hearing, and impose sentence.
Unless it serves the interest interests of justice, the case shall not be transferred
back to the Family Division pursuant to section 5203 of this title. When
determining an appropriate sentence, the court may take into consideration the
youth’s degree of progress toward or regression from rehabilitation while on
youthful offender status. The Criminal Division shall have access to all
Family Division records of the proceeding.

Sec. 2. 33 V.S.A. § 5288 is amended to read:

§ 5288. RIGHTS OF VICTIMS IN YOUTHFUL OFFENDER
PROCEEDINGS

(a) The victim in a proceeding involving a youthful offender shall have the
following rights:

(1) To be notified by the prosecutor in a timely manner:

(A) when a court proceeding is scheduled to take place and when a
court proceeding te of which the victim has been notified will not take place as
scheduled; and

(B) of any conditions of release or conditions of probation and of any
restitution unless otherwise limited by court order.
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(2) To be present during all court proceedings subject to the provisions
of Rule 615 of the Vermont Rules of Evidence; to attend the hearing on the
motion to consider youthful offender status and the disposition hearing to
present a victim impact statement and to express reasonably the victim’s views
concerning the offense and the youth, including testimony in support of the
victim’s claim for restitution; and to submit oral or written statements to the
court at such other times as the court may allow. The court shall consider the
victim’s statement when ordering disposition.

(3) To be notified by the agency having custody of the youth before the
youth is released into the community from a secure or staff-secured residential
facility.

(4) To be notified by the prosecutor as to the final disposition of the
case.

(5) To be notified by the prosecutor of the victim’s rights under this
section.

(b) In accordance with court rules, at a hearing on a motion for youthful
offender treatment, the court shall ask if the victim is present and, if so,
whether the victim would like to be heard regarding disposition. In ordering
disposition, the court shall consider any views offered at the hearing by the
victim. If the victim is not present, the court shall ask whether the victim has
expressed, either orally or in writing, views regarding disposition and shall
take those views into consideration in ordering disposition.

(c) No youthful offender proceeding shall be delayed or voided by reason
of the failure to give the victim the required notice or the failure of the victim
to appear.

(d) As used in this section, “victim” shal-have has the same meaning as in
13 V.S.A. § 5301(4).

(e) This section shall not prohibit a victim from discussing underlying facts
of the alleged offense that resulted in death or physical, emotional, or financial
injury to the victim, provided that, unless otherwise provided by law or court
order, a victim shall not disclose what occurs during a court proceeding or
information learned through a court proceeding that is not an underlying fact
of the alleged offense that resulted in death or physical, emotional, or financial
injury to the victim.

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on July 1, 2026.
(Committee vote: 5-0-0)
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(For House amendments, see House Journal of March 18, 2026, pages 3368-
3371)

House Proposal of Amendment
S. 325.
An act relating to regional planning and Act 250 Tier jurisdiction.

The House proposes to the Senate to amend the bill by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

* %% Act 181 Repeals * * *

Sec. 1. 2024 Acts and Resolves No. 181, Sec. 19 (road jurisdiction) is
amended to read:

Sec. 19. [Deleted.]

Sec. 2. 2024 Acts and Resolves No. 181, Sec. 21 (Tiers 2 and 3) is amended
to read:

Sec. 21. [Deleted.]

Sec. 3. 2024 Acts and Resolves No. 181, Sec. 114 is amended to read:
Sec. 114. EFFECTIVE DATES
This act shall take effect on passage, except that:

(1) Secs. 12 (10 V.S.A. § 6001); and 13 (10 V.S.A. § 6086(a)(8));and
2HHO-V-S-A§-6001) shall take effect on Peeember314;,2026 January 1, 2028;

(2) Sec. 19 (10 V.S AL § 600H(3)(A)(xit)) shall take effect on July 1,
2026 [Deleted.]

Sec. 4. REPEAL

2024 Acts and Resolves No. 181, Sec. 22 (Tier 3 rulemaking) is repealed.
Sec. 5. REPEAL

2024 Acts and Resolves No, 181, Sec. 34 (Tier 2 area report) is repealed.
Sec. 6. 10 V.S.A. § 6081 is amended to read:
§ 6081. PERMITS REQUIRED; EXEMPTIONS

* %k 3k
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(t) No permit or permit amendment is required for the construction of
improvements for an accessory on-farm business for the storage or sale of
qualifying products or the other eligible enumerated products as defined in 24
V.S.A. § 4412(11)(A)(1)(I). No permit or permit amendment is required for
the construction of improvements for an accessory on-farm business for the
preparation or processing of qualifying products as defined in 24 V.S.A.
§ 4412(11)(A)(1)(1), provided that more than 50 percent of the total annual
sales of the prepared or processed qualifying products come from products
produced on the farm where the business is located. Fhis-subsectionshall-not
apply—te No permit or permit amendment is required for the construction of
improvements related—to—hesting—events—or—farm—stays—as—part—of for an
accessory on-farm business for educational, recreational, or social events that
feature agricultural practices or qualifying products, or both, as defined in 24
V.S.A. § 4412(11)(A)(1)TD).

* %k 3k

(z)(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter to the contrary,
no permit or permit amendment is required for any subdivision, development,
or change to an existing project that is located entirely within a Tier 1A area
under as established in section 6034 of this chapter.

(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter to the contrary,
no permit or permit amendment is required within a Tier 1B area approved by
the Board under section 6033 of this chapter for 50 units or fewer of housing
on a tract or tracts of land involving 10 acres or less or for mixed-use
development with 50 units or fewer of housing on a tract or tracts of land
involving 10 acres or less.

(3) Upon receiving notice and a copy of the permit issued by an
appropriate municipal panel pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 4460(g), a previously
issued permit for a development or subdivision located in a Tier 1A area shall
remain attached to the property. However, neither the Board nor the Agency
of Natural Resources shall enforce the permit or assert amendment jurisdiction
on the tract or tracts of land unless the designation is revoked or the
municipality has not taken any reasonable action to enforce the conditions of
the permit.

* %k 3k
(dd) Interim housing exemptions.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, until
January 1, 2027 2028, no permit or permit amendment is required for the
construction of housing projects such as cooperatives, condominiums,

- 2884 -



dwellings, or mobile homes, with 75 units or fewer, constructed or maintained
on a tract or tracts of land, located entirely within the areas of a designated
new town center, a designated growth center, or a designated neighborhood
development area served by public sewer or water services or soils that are
adequate for wastewater disposal. Housing units constructed pursuant to this
subdivision shall not count towards the total units constructed in other areas.
This exemption shall not apply to areas within mapped river corridors and
floodplains except those areas containing preexisting development in areas
suitable for infill development as defined in 29-201 of the Vermont Flood
Hazard Area and River Corridor Rule.

(2)(A) Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, until
Juby January 1, 2027 2028, no permit or permit amendment is required for the
construction of housing projects such as cooperatives, condominiums,
dwellings, or mobile homes, with 50 or fewer units;-eonstructed-or-maintained
on—a-tract-or-tracts-ofJand-of. To qualify, the housing project, including any

land incidental to the use of the housing project such as lawns, parking lots,

driveways, leach fields, and accessory buildings, shall be on 10 contiguous
acres or less, located entirely within:

(i) areas of a designated village center and within one-quarter mile
of its boundary with permanent zoning and subdivision bylaws and served by
public sewer or water services or soils that are adequate for wastewater
disposal; or

(i1)) areas of a municipality that are within a census-designated
urbanized area with over 50,000 residents and within one-quarter mile of a
transit route.

* sk 3k

(3) Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, until
January 1, 2027 2028, no permit or permit amendment is required for the
construction of housing projects such as cooperatives, condominiums,
dwellings, or mobile homes, constructed or maintained on a tract or tracts of
land, located entirely within a designated downtown development district with
permanent zoning and subdivision bylaws served by public sewer or water
services or soils that are adequate for wastewater disposal. Housing units
constructed pursuant to this subdivision shall not count towards the total units
constructed in other areas. This exemption shall not apply to areas within
mapped river corridors and floodplains except those areas containing
preexisting development in areas suitable for infill development as defined in
29-201 of the Vermont Flood Hazard Area and River Corridor Rule.

Sec. 7. 24 V.S.A. § 4460 is amended to read:
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§ 4460. APPROPRIATE MUNICIPAL PANELS

* %k 3k

(g)(1) This subsection shall apply to a subdivision or development that:
(A) was previously permitted pursuant to 10 V.S.A. chapter 151;
(B) is located in a Tier 1A area pursuant to 10 V.S.A. § 6034; and

(C) has applied for a permit or permit amendment required by zoning
regulations or bylaws adopted pursuant to this subchapter.

(2) The appropriate municipal panel reviewing a municipal permit or
permit amendment pursuant to this subsection shall include conditions
contained within a permit previously issued pursuant to 10 V.S.A. chapter 151,
so that the conditions may be enforced as part of the municipal permit, unless
the panel determines that the permit condition pertains to any of the following:

(A) the construction phase of the project that has already been
constructed;

(B) compliance with another State permit that has independent
jurisdiction;
(C) federal or State law that is no longer in effect or applicable;

(D) an issue that is addressed by municipal regulation and the project
will meet the municipal standards; or

(E) a physical or use condition that is no longer in effect or
applicable or that will no longer be in effect or applicable once the new project
is approved.

(3) After issuing or amending a permit containing conditions pursuant
to this subsection, the appropriate municipal panel shall provide notice and a
copy of the permit to the Land Use Review Board.

(4) The appropriate municipal panel shall comply with the notice and
hearing requirements provided in subdivision 4464(a)(1) of this title. In
addition, notice shall be provided to those persons requiring notice under
10 V.S.A. § 6084(b) and shall explicitly reference the existing Act 250 permit.

(5) The appropriate municipal panel’s decision shall be issued in
accordance with subsection 4464(b) of this title and shall include specific
findings with respect to its determinations pursuant to subdivision (2) of this
subsection.
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(6) Any final action by the appropriate municipal panel affecting a
condition of a permit previously issued pursuant to 10 V.S.A. chapter 151 shall
be recorded in the municipal land records.

Sec. 8. 2024 Acts and Resolves No. 181, Sec. 14 is amended to read:
Sec. 14. CRITERION 8(C) RULEMAKING

* %k sk

(c) The Board shall file a final proposed rule with the Secretary of State
and Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules on or before June 15,
2026 2027.

* %k sk

Sec. 9. PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT PLAN

(@)  On or before January 15, 2027, the State Natural Resources
Conservation Council shall contract with the Vermont Council on Rural
Development and the Vermont Association of Conservation Districts to
develop a report outlining recommendations for a public engagement plan, in
consultation with the Land Use Review Board and the Land Access and
Opportunity Board. The contractors shall:

(1) ensure the engagement planning process would maintain neutrality

on policy and political issues;

(2)  utilize neutral facilitation for statewide, democratic public
engagement;

(3) ensure alignment with the core principles for community

engagement plans developed pursuant to 3 V.S.A. § 6006; and

(4) design the plan to inclusively and meaningfully engage a full range
of stakeholders, including Vermont residents and landowners and historically
marginalized communities.

(b) The purpose of the public engagement plan would be to gather
statewide input from Vermonters to inform the General Assembly on:

(1) the risks of losing working lands, both agricultural and forestland,

and critical natural resources not already well protected by current land use
policy, permitting programs, or other regulatory tools, including agricultural
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soils, rare natural communities, forest blocks, habitat connectors of statewide
significance, and headwaters: and

(2) equitable. efficient, and effective regulatory or nonregulatory tools
to protect these working lands and critical natural resources.

(¢) _On or before January 15, 2027, the Council shall submit the report with
the recommended public engagement plan to the House Committee on
Environment and the Senate Committee on Natural Resources and Energy.

(d) In fiscal year 2027, $30.000.00 is appropriated from the General Fund

to the State Natural Resources Conservation Council for the public
engagement plan design described in this section.

Sec. 10. 2 V.S.A. chapter 32 is added to read:

CHAPTER 32. JOINT LEGISLATIVE ENVIRONMENTAL OVERSIGHT
COMMITTEE

§ 1031. CREATION OF COMMITTEE

(a) Creation. There is created the Joint Legislative Environmental

Oversight Committee whose membership shall be appointed each biennial
session of the General Assembly. The Committee shall exercise oversight over
the Land Use Review Board and Agency of Natural Resources permitting

processes.
(b) Composition. The Committee shall be composed of five members:

three members of the House of Representatives, who shall not all be from the
same party, appointed by the Speaker of the House; and two members of the

Senate, who shall not all be from the same party, appointed by the Committee
on Committees.

(¢) Procedure. The Committee shall elect a chair and vice chair from
among its members and shall adopt rules of procedure. The Chair shall rotate
biennially between the House and the Senate members. The Committee shall
keep minutes of its meetings. A quorum shall consist of three members.

(d) Meetings. When the General Assembly is in session, the Committee

shall meet at the call of the Chair. The Committee may meet six times per year
during adjournment and may meet more often subject to approval of the

Speaker of the House and the President Pro Tempore of the Senate.

(e) Compensation. For attendance at a meeting when the General
Assembly is not in session, members of the Committee shall be entitled to
compensation for services and reimbursement of expenses as provided under
subsection 23(a) of this title.
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Assistance. The administrative and legal services of the Joint Fiscal
Office and the Office of Legislative Counsel shall be available to the
Committee.

(g) Duties. The Committee shall meet with the Land Use Review Board to

ensure strong communication and coordination regarding the implementation
of the statutes amended as part of 2024 Acts and Resolves No. 181, how the

permitting process under 10 V.S.A. chapter 151 is working, and how the new

Board structure is working. The Committee shall also meet with the Agency
of Natural Resources to learn about Agency efforts to improve and better

coordinate its permitting processes and to coordinate efforts for further
improvements to the process for applicants and outcomes for Vermonters.

(h) Sunset. The Committee shall cease to exist on July 1, 2029.
Sec. 11. LAND USE REVIEW BOARD REPORTS

(a) The Land Use Review Board shall deliver reports that collect the data
and analyze:

(1) whether and how Act 250 jurisdiction over commercial activities on

farms should be revised, including accessory on-farm businesses on or before
November 15, 2026;

(2) the effects of Act 250 mitigation actions on primary agricultural

soils on or before July 1, 2027; and

(3) the effects of jurisdictional triggers and criterion 9(L) on the
development of retail and service businesses outside village centers in
addressing sprawl and strip development, and how to improve the
effectiveness of criterion 9(L) on or before November 15, 2027.

(b) The Board shall engage relevant stakeholders as part of the
development of this report.

(c) The report shall be submitted to the House Committees on Agriculture,

Food Resiliency, and Forestry and on Environment and the Senate Committees
on Agriculture and on Natural Resources and Energy.

* * * Regional Planning * * *
Sec. 12. 24 V.S.A. § 4348 is amended to read:
§ 4348. ADOPTION AND AMENDMENT OF REGIONAL PLAN

* %k 3k

(b) 60 Sixty days prior to holding the first public hearing on a regional plan
adoption, a regional planning commission shall submit a draft regional plan to
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the Land Use Review Board for review and comments related to conformance
of the draft with sections 4302 and 4348a of this title and chapter 139 of this

title and, if it is seeking an optional determination of energy compliance, to the
Department of Public Service for review and comments related to

conformance of the draft plan with section 4352 of this title. The Board shall
coordinate with other State agencies and the Community Investment Board

and respond within 60 days unless more time is granted by the regional
planning commission.

(c) The regional planning commission shall hold two or more public
hearings within the region after public notice on any proposed plan er
amendment. The minimum number of required public hearings may be
specified within the bylaws of the regional planning commission.

(d)(1) At least 30 days prior to the first hearing, a copy of the proposed
plan er—amendment, a report documenting conformance with the goals
established in section 4302 of this chapter and the plan elements established in
section 4348a of this chapter, and a description of any changes to the Regional
Future Land Use Map with a request for general comments and for specific
comments with respect to the extent to which the plan er—amendment is
consistent with the goals established in section 4302 of this title, shall be
delivered physically or electronically with proof of receipt or sent by certified
mail, return receipt requested, to each of the following:

* %k 3k

(2) At least 30 days prior to the first hearing, the regional planning
commission shall provide each of its member municipalities with a written
description of map changes within the municipality, a municipality-wide map
showing old versus new areas with labels, and information about the new Tier
structure under 10 V.S.A. chapter 151, including how to obtain Tier 1A or 1B
status, and the process for updating designated area boundaries. The regional

planning commission shall, if it is seeking an optional determination of energy
compliance, solicit feedback on its enhanced energy plan, including
consistency with section 4352 of this chapter and the enhanced energy
planning standards.

(e) Any of the foregoing bodies, or their representatives, may submit
comments on the proposed regional plan er—amendment to the regional
planning commission, and may appear and be heard in any proceeding with
respect to the adoption of the proposed plan er-amendment.

(f) The regional planning commission may make revisions to the proposed
plan er-amendment at any time not less than 30 days prior to the final public
hearing held under this section. If the proposal is changed, a copy of the
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proposed change shall be delivered physically; electronically with proof of
receipt; or by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the chair of the
legislative body of each municipality within the region and to any individual
or organization requesting a copy at least 30 days prior to the final hearing.

* ok 3k

(h)(1) Within 15 days following adoption, a regional planning commission
shall submit its regionally adopted regional plan to the Land Use Review
Board for a determination of regional plan compliance with a report
documenting conformance with the goals established in section 4302 of this
chapter and the plan elements established in section 4348a of this chapter and a
description of any changes to the regional plan future land use map. The

regional planning commission shall also at this time, if it is seeking an optional

determination of energy compliance pursuant to section 4352 of this chapter,
submit the plan to the Department of Public Service for review with a

description of conformance with the enhanced energy planning standards and
with a summary of any comments received during the public hearings.
k %k k%

(j) Minor amendments to regional plan future land use map. A regional
planning commission may submit a request for a minor amendment to
boundaries of a future land use area for consideration by the Land Use Review
Board with a letter of support from the municipality. The request may only be
submitted after an affirmative vote of the municipal legislative body and the
regional planning commission board. The Land Use Review Board, after
consultation with the Community Investment Board and the regional planning
commissions, shall provide guidance about what constitutes a minor
amendment. Minor amendments may include any change to a future land use
area consisting of fewer than 10 acres. A minor amendment to a future land
use area shall not require an amendment to a regional plan and shall be
included in the next iteration of the regional plan. The Land Use Review
Board may adopt rules to implement this section.

* %k 3k

(n)  Regional plan amendments, nonminor future land use map
amendments, and Tier 1B area status requests. Regional plans may be

reviewed from time to time and may be amended in the light of new
developments and changed conditions affecting the region. Nonminor future
land use map amendments shall be processed as part of a regional plan
amendment. Tier 1B area status requests may be made separate from the
regional plan approval or amendment process.
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(1) Process.
(A) To amend a regional plan, which may include a nonminor future

land use map amendment, a regional planning commission shall hold one
public hearing. At least 15 days in advance of the hearing, the regional

planning commission shall provide notice of the public hearing to the parties
listed in subdivision (d)(1) of this section and the Land Use Review Board.
The public hearing notice shall include a description of changes to the plan,

including nonminor amendments to future land use maps, or any changes to
Tier 1B area status.

(B) After adoption of the regional plan amendment, the regional

planning commission shall submit a request to the Land Use Review Board for

an affirmative determination of regional plan compliance for the regional plan
amendment.

(C) Stand-alone requests for Tier 1B area status shall be submitted to
the Land Use Review Board after the public hearing required under
subdivision (A) of this subdivision (1).

(D) The Land Use Review Board shall hold a public hearing within

30 days after receiving the request for an affirmative determination of regional
plan amendment compliance or approval of Tier 1B area status. The Land Use

Review Board shall issue its determination within 30 days after the hearing.
(2) Expiration date. Adoption of a regional plan amendment, nonminor

future land use map amendment, or Tier 1B area status request or amendment
shall not change the expiration date of the regional plan.

* %k sk

Sec. 13. 24 V.S.A. § 4348a is amended to read:
§ 4348a. ELEMENTS OF A REGIONAL PLAN

(a) A regional plan shall be consistent with the goals established in section
4302 of this title and shall include the following:

* %k sk

(12) A future land use element, based upon the elements in this section,
that sets forth the present and prospective location, amount, intensity, and
character of such land uses in relation to the provision of necessary community
facilities and services and that consists of a map delineating future land use
arca boundaries for the land uses in subdivisions (A)—(J) of this subdivision
(12) as appropriate and any other special land use category the regional
planning commission deems necessary; descriptions of intended future land
uses, consistent with the smart growth principles in section 4303 of this
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chapter; and policies intended to support the implementation of the future land
use element using the following land use categories:

(A) Downtown or village centers. These areas are the mixed-use
centers bringing together community economic activity and civic assets. They
include downtowns, villages, and new town centers previously designated
under chapter 76A and downtowns and village centers seeking benefits under
the Community Investment Program under section 5804 5803 of this title. The
downtown or village centers are the traditional and or historic central business
and civic centers within planned growth areas, village areas, or may stand

alone. Municipalities may have more than one center, including planned new

or emerging centers that anchor planned growth or village areas. Village
centers are not required to have public water, wastewater, zoning, or

subdivision bylaws.

(B) Planned growth areas. These areas include the high-density
existing settlement and future growth areas with high concentrations of
population, housing, and employment in each region and town, as appropriate.
They include a mix of historic and nonhistoric commercial, residential, and
civic or cultural sites with active streetscapes, supported by land development
regulations; public water or wastewater, or both; and multimodal
transportation systems. These areas include new—tewn—eenters;,—dewntowns;
village—eenters; growth centers; and neighborhood development areas
previously designated under chapter 76A of this title. These areas should

generally meet the-smart-growth-prineiples—definitionin—~chapter 139-of this
title-and the following criteria:

* %k 3k

(iii) The area is generally within walking distance from the
municipality’s or an adjacent municipality’s downtown; or village center;-new
town-eenter,-or-growth-center.

* %k 3k

(vi) The area provides fer opportunity for development, infill
development, and redevelopment that is needed to meet the regional and

municipal housing targets that meets meet the present and future needs of a
diversity of social and income groups in the community.

(vii) The area is served by planned or existing transportation
infrastructure that conforms with “complete streets principles as described
under 19 V.S.A. chapter 24 and establishes pedestrian access directly to the
downtown; or village center;—er—new—tewn—eenter. Planned transportation
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infrastructure includes those investments included in the municipality’s capital
improvement program pursuant to section 4430 of this title.

(C) Village areas. These areas include the traditional settlement area
or a proposed new settlement area, typically composed of a cohesive mix of
residential, civic, religious, commercial, and or mixed-use buildings, arranged
along a main street and intersecting streets that are within walking distance for
residents who live within and surrounding the eere downtown center or village

center. Fhese-areas—inclade—existing—village—eenter-designations—and-similar

Village areas shall meet the followingcriteria:

* ok 3k

(iv) The municipality has either munteipal public water or
wastewater. If no public wastewater is available, the area must have soils that
are adequate for wastewater disposal.

(v) The area has some opportunity for infill development or new
development areas where the village can grow, support the development of
housing to meet the regional and municipal housing targets, and be flood
resilient.

* sk 3k

(J) Rural; conservation. These are areas of significant natural
resources, identified by regional planning commissions or municipalities based
upon existing Agency of Natural Resources mapping that require special
consideration for aquifer protection; for wetland protection; for the
maintenance of forest blocks, wildlife habitat, and habitat connectors; or for

other conservation purposes. Fhe-mapping—of-these-areas-and-accompanying

(d) With the exception of preexisting, nonconforming designations
approved prior to the establishment of the State Community Investment
program, the areas eligible for designation benefits under that program upon
the Land Use Review Board’s approval of the regional plan future land use
map for designation as a downtown center or village center shall not include
development that is disconnected from a downtown or village center and that
lacks an existing or planned pedestrian connection to the center via a complete
street.

* %k 3k
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Sec. 14. 24 V.S.A. § 4303 is amended to read:
§ 4303. DEFINITIONS

ThefoHowingdefinitions—shall-applythreugheut As used in this chapter
| ] ] ) os: a8 e

* %k sk

(43) “Smart erowth principles” means growth that:

(A) maintains the historic development pattern of compact village
and urban centers separated by rural countryside;

(B) develops compact mixed-use centers at a scale appropriate for the
community and the region;
(C) enables choice in modes of transportation;

(D)  protects the State’s important environmental, natural, and
historic features, including natural areas, water quality, scenic resources, and
historic sites and districts;

(E) serves to strengthen agricultural and forest industries, including
homesteading, small-scale agriculture and forestry, and supporting housing,

while minimizing conflicts of development with these industries:;

(F) balances growth with the availability of economic and efficient
public utilities and services;

(G) supports a diversity of viable businesses in downtowns and
villages;

(H) provides for housing that meets the needs of a diversity of social
and income groups in each community; and

(D) reflects a settlement pattern that, at full build-out, is not
characterized by:

(1) scattered development located outside compact urban and
village centers that is excessively land consumptive;

(ii) development that limits transportation options, especially for
pedestrians;
(ii1) the fragmentation of farmland and forestland;

(iv) development that is not serviced by municipal infrastructure
or that requires the extension of municipal infrastructure across undeveloped

lands in a manner that would extend service to lands located outside compact
village and urban centers; and
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(v) linear development along well-traveled roads and highways

that lacks depth, as measured from the highway.
Sec. 15. REGIONAL AND MUNICIPAL PLAN EXTENSIONS

Any regional or municipal plan due to expire in 2026 or 2027 shall have its
expiration date extended until December 31, 2027.

Sec. 16. REPEAL
24 V.S.A. §4476 (formal review of regional planning commission

decisions) is repealed.

* % * State Community Investment Program * * *
Sec. 17. 24 V.S.A. § 5801 is amended to read:
§ 5801. DEFINITIONS
As used in this chapter:

* %k sk

(8) “Planned growth area means an area on the regronal plan future

may - be - designated ente both meeting th
requrrements of subdrvrsron 4348a(a)( 12)(B) of thrs title and that may be
designated as a neighborhood.

* %k 3k

(10) “Sprawl repair” means the redevelopment of lands with buildings,
traffic and circulation, parking, or other land coverage in a pattern that is
consistent with smart growth principles as defined in section 4303 of this title.

* %k sk

(12) “State Designated Downtown and Center or Village Center” or

“designated center” means a eentigweus downtown or village a—pertien—ef
hichis isted Lioible for listine ind onal_reoi ¢ historic o]

area center approved as part of the LURB review of regronal plan future land

(13) “State—designated Designated neighborhood” or “neighborhood”

means a eontiguous—geographie village area or planned growth area approved
as part of the LandUseReviewBeard LURB review of regional plan future

land use maps that is eompaet-and-adjacent-and contiguous to a center.
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* %k 3k

(15) “Vlllage area” means an area on the reg10na1 plan future land use

maps a
er&ge—eeﬁter—eﬂ—the—feg&e&al—fb&ufe—Laﬂd—&se—map meetmg the requlrements of
subdivision 4348a(a)(12)(C) of this title and that may be designated as
neighborhood.

Sec. 18. 24 V.S.A. § 5803 is amended to read:
§ 5803. DESIGNATION OF DOWNTOWN AND VILLAGE CENTERS

(a) Designation established. A regional planning commission may apply to
the LURB for approval and designation of all downtown and village centers by

submitting the regional plan future land use map adopted by the regional

planmng commission. JEhe—fegfeiml—pl-aﬂ—futufe—Laﬂd—&se—map—sh-aH—téeﬁ-&ﬁy

el-tgrb}e—fer—éeﬁg&aﬁeﬂ—as—eeﬁtefs— The Department and State Board shall

provide comments to the LURB and the regional planning commission on
areas eligible for center designation as provided under in section 4348 of this

chapter title.

Center-via-a-completestreet: [Repealed.]
% %k ok

Sec. 19. 32 V.S.A. § 5930bb is amended to read:
§ 5930bb. ELIGIBILITY AND ADMINISTRATION

* %k sk

(c) Application shall be made in accordance with the guidelines set by the
State Board. The guidelines shall clearly indicate that only applications

located in Step 2 and Step 3 State-designated centers or Step 1 centers where a

portion of the designated center is listed or eligible for listing in the national
register of historic places shall be considered.

* %k sk
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Sec. 20. 24 V.S.A. § 5808 is added to read:
§ 5808. ANNUAL REPORT

On or before January 15 of each year, the Vermont Community Investment
Board shall submit a written report to the House Committees on Environment
and on General and Housing and the Senate Committees on Natural Resources
and Energy and on Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs.

The report shall include, at a minimum:

(1) a summary of the Community Investment Program’s activities
during the preceding fiscal vear, including designations, Steps, or other actions
taken by the Board that confer eligibility for or priority access to State
funding, tax credits, and other Program benefits:

(2) an analysis of the types of municipalities benefiting from the
Program by:

(A) county;

(B) population size;

(C)_future land use category or categories;

(D) State designation status; and

(E) whether the municipality contains areas eligible for Act 250
exemption through 2024 Acts and Resolves No. 181; and

(3) any legislative, regulatory, or programmatic changes recommended
by the Board to improve the effectiveness, accessibility, and geographic equity
of the Community Investment Program.

Sec. 21. MUNICIPAL APPEALS AND DISCRETIONARY REVIEW OF
HOUSING; REPORT

(a)  On or before January 15, 2027, the Department of Housing and
Community Development, after consultation with the Vermont League of
Cities and Towns, Let’s Build Homes, the Vermont Natural Resources Council,
the Vermont Planners Association, the Land Access and Opportunity Board,
the Vermont Association of Planning and Development Agencies, the Vermont
Bar Association, the Vermont Realtors Association, Vermonters for a Clean
Environment, and the Secretary of Natural Resources or designee shall report
on the following:

(1) mechanisms for limiting appeals of municipal permits while

allowing municipalities to address legitimate concerns with projects, including:

(A) the most commonly raised issues on appeal; and
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(B) an evaluation of statutory or procedural tools to limit duplicative

or frivolous appeals and recommend legislative action needed, if any;

(2) impacts of discretionary review on residential development,

(3) the potential value of the federal Right to Build Zone legislation and
steps the State can take to maximize that value;
(4) assistance the State can offer municipalities seeking to limit

discretionary review, including incentives, planning, and whether the State
should develop objective standards, including model codes:

(5) data on housing that has been built in the areas exempt from Act 250

jurisdiction under the 10 V.S.A. § 6081(dd) including how many units, the

price, and where: and

(6) a status update on the 802 Homes pilot program.

(b) The report shall be submitted to the House Committees on

Environment and on General and Housing and the Senate Committees on
Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs and on Natural

Resources and Energy.

* % * Environmental Justice * * *
Sec. 22. 3 V.S.A. chapter 72 is amended to read:
CHAPTER 72. ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

* %k 3k

§ 6004. IMPLEMENTATION OF STATE POLICY

* %k sk

(1)(1) Beginning on January 15, 2028 2029, and annually thereafter, the
covered agencies shall either integrate the following information into existing
annual spending reports or issue annual spending reports that include:

* %k sk

§ 6005. RULEMAKING

(a) On or before July—=1;20627 January 1, 2029, the Agency of Natural
Resources, in consultation with the Environmental Justice Advisory Council
and the Interagency Environmental Justice Committee, shall adopt rules to:

* %k 3k

(b) On or before July 1, 2028 2030, and as appropriate thereafter, the
covered agencies, in consultation with the Environmental Justice Advisory
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Council, shall adopt or amend policies and procedures, plans, guidance, and
rules, where applicable, to implement this chapter.

* %k 3k

§ 6007. ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE MAPPING TOOL

* ok 3k

(c) On or before January 1, 2027 2028, the mapping tool shall be available
for use by the public as well as by the State government.

* * * Effective Date * * *
Sec. 23. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on July 1, 2026.
NOTICE CALENDAR
Second Reading

Favorable with Proposal of Amendment
H. 650.
An act relating to educational technology products.

Reported favorably with recommendation of proposal of amendment
by Senator Ram Hinsdale for the Committee on Education.

The Committee recommends that the Senate propose to the House to amend
the bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof
the following:

Sec. 1. 9 V.S.A. chapter 62 is amended to read:
CHAPTER 62. PROTECTION OF PERSONAL INFORMATION

* ok 3k

Subchapter 3A. Student Privacy

* %k 3k

§ 2443f. ENFORCEMENT

(a) A person who violates a provision of this ehapter subchapter commits
an unfair and deceptive act in commerce in violation of section 2453 of this
title.

(b) The Attorney General has the same authority to adopt rules to
implement the provisions of this subchapter and to conduct civil

- 2900 -



investigations, enter into assurances of discontinuance, and bring civil actions
as provided under chapter 63, subchapter 1 of this title.

Subchapter 3B. Educational Technology
§ 2444a. REGISTRATION

(a) Definitions. As used in this section:

(1) “Educational technology product” and “product” mean any software,
application, or platform that may collect, process, or transmit student data and

that is used for teaching and learning purposes in a school in Vermont.
(2) “Filing” means an initial registration, amendment, periodic report, or
other filing with the Secretary of State as the Secretary may require.

(3)  “Provider of an educational technology product” and ‘“provider”
mean a person that provides an educational technology product that is in use at
a school.

(4) “School” means a public school or an independent school approved
pursuant to 16 V.S.A. § 166 and includes school districts.

(5) “School district” has the same meaning as in 16 V.S.A. § 11(a).

(b) Mandatory data reporting. In addition to all other requirements of a
person registering with the Secretary of State pursuant to State law, a person
doing business in this State as a provider of an educational technology product

shall, at the time of a filing, provide the following:

(1) the name and primary physical, email, and internet addresses of the
person;

(2) alink to the most recent version of the privacy policy and terms and

conditions of each product in use in any school;

(3) the name of each school in which the provider is operating pursuant

to a paid contract;

(4) the name and a brief description of each product of the provider,

also indicating which products are offered at no cost to schools:

(5) _which products are known by the provider to be in use in any
school; and

(6) an attestation that each product meets:

(A) the standards set forth in subchapter 3A of this chapter (student
privacy) and subchapter 6 of this chapter (the Vermont Age-Appropriate
Design Code Act); and
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(B) all relevant federal and State privacy laws, including the federal
Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act.

Sec. 2. TWO-YEAR PAUSE ON CHATBOTS IN SCHOOLS

(a) Intent. It is the intent of the General Assembly to replicate within the
education context the thoughtful and deliberative approach Vermont previously
took regarding the use of artificial intelligence in State government. Certain
chatbots have caused children to engage in academic dishonesty and to suffer
from mental health harms like addiction and suicidal thoughts. Therefore, the
General Assembly enacts a two-year pause on the usage of chatbots, with
principals and heads of schools having the authority to exempt chatbots they
deem to be educationally warranted. This pause will provide schools with the
opportunity to research, test, and endorse certain chatbots to ensure the safety
of students.

(b) Chatbot usage pause. Subject to subsection (¢) of this section, no
school shall allow a student to use a chatbot for teaching and learning purposes
until June 30, 2028.

(c) Exceptions.

(1) A school principal or head of school shall have the authority to grant
an _exception to the usage pause set forth in subsection (b) of this section,
provided that the chatbot is educationally warranted.

(2) A school may allow the use of a chatbot for a student if such use is
required as part of the student’s individualized education program, or 504
plan, which shall be documented according to applicable State and federal law;
provided, however, that if such use is required to meet an international

student’s special education needs or as part of a disability accommodation, and
the international student does not have an individualized education program or

504 plan, the need for such use shall be documented in a manner the school
deems appropriate.

(d) Definitions. As used in this section:

(1) “Chatbot” means any artificial intelligence, algorithmic, or
automated system that generates information via text, audio, image, or video in
a manner that simulates interpersonal interactions or conversation.

(2) “School” means a public school or an independent school approved
under 16 V.S.A. § 166.
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(e) Notice. The Agency of Education shall provide notice of the provisions
of this section to all schools and, if necessary, provide support to a school in
implementing these provisions on or before August 1, 2026.

Sec. 3. EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY LEGISLATIVE WORKING
GROUP; DRAFT LEGISLATION

(a) Creation. There is created the Educational Technology Legislative

Working Group for the purpose of studying the use of educational technology

products in the State and providing a recommendation to the State on how it
should certify such products.

(b) Membership. The Working Group shall be composed of the following

members:

(1) three current members of the House of Representatives, not all from
the same political party, who shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House;
and

(2) three current members of the Senate, not all from the same political
party, who shall be appointed by the Committee on Committees.

(c) Powers and duties. The Working Group, in consultation with the

Agency of Education, the Vermont Superintendents Association, and the

Vermont Independent Schools Association, shall study and make
recommendations regarding the use of educational technology products in
Vermont schools. The Working Group shall:

(1) create a list of educational technology products in use across schools
in the State;

(2) in consultation with the Secretary of State, review all educational
technology product provider registrations pursuant to 9 V.S.A. § 2444a;

(3) interview stakeholders, including teachers and children’s privacy

advocates, to determine the benefits and harms of using educational
technology products in the classroom, including chatbots:

(4) recommend whether students or parents of students should have the

right to opt out of using educational technology products as part of their
education; and

(5) as it pertains to the certification of educational technology products
for use in schools in the State:

(A) determine what criteria to use when evaluating educational

technology products for certification;
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(B) determine which State entities will be charged with the

certification process and to what extent; and

(C) recommend whether any third-party services should be utilized to

assist in certification.

(d)  Assistance. For purposes of scheduling meetings, preparing

recommended legislation, and fiscal analysis, the Working Group shall have
the assistance of the Office of Legislative Counsel and the Joint Fiscal Office.

(e) Proposed legislation. On or before December 30, 2026, the Working
Group shall submit its findings and recommendations in the form of proposed

legislation to the House Committees on Commerce and Economic
Development and on Education and the Senate Committees on Economic

Development, Housing and General Affairs and on Education.

(f) Meetings.

(1) The Office of Legislative Counsel shall call the first meeting of the
Working Group to occur on or before August 15, 2026.

(2) The Working Group shall select co-chairs from among its members

at the first meeting, one a member of the House and the other a member of the
Senate.

(3) A majority of the membership shall constitute a quorum.

(4) The Working Group shall cease to exist on January 15, 2027.

(g) Compensation and reimbursement. For attendance at meetings during

adjournment of the General Assembly, a legislative member of the Working
Group serving in the member’s capacity as a legislator shall be entitled to per

diem compensation and reimbursement of expenses pursuant to 2 V.S.A. § 23

for not more than six meetings. These payments shall be made from monies
appropriated to the General Assembly.

Sec. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on July 1. 2026.

(Committee vote: 4-1-1)

(For House amendments, see House Journal of March 25, 2026, pages 3563-
3566)

H. 907.
An act relating to legislative review of reporting requirements.

Reported favorably with recommendation of proposal of amendment
by Senator Vyhovsky for the Committee on Government Operations.
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The Committee recommends that the Senate propose to the House to amend
the bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof
the following:

* * * Repeal of Reporting Requirements * * *
Sec. 1. 3 V.S.A. § 2313 is amended to read:
§ 2313. PERFORMANCE CONTRACTS AND GRANTS

(a) The Chief Performance Officer shall assist agencies as necessary in
developing performance measures for contracts and grants.

bili ) L . , I
: i i i - [Repealed.]

Sec. 2. 3 V.S.A. § 331 is amended to read:
§ 331. TEMPORARY EMPLOYEES

* %k 3k

(c)(1) The Commissioner may authorize the continued employment of a
person in a temporary capacity for more than 1,280 hours in any one calendar
year if the Commissioner determines, in writing, that a bona fide emergency
exists for the appointing authority that requires such continued employment.

* %k 3k

(3) The Commissioner may authorize seasonal employment in a specific
position for a period of between seven and 12 months if the Commissioner
determines, in writing, that the nature and duties of the position require the
employment of a person for a period of more than seven months in a 12-month
period. The Commissioner shall not authorize seasonal employment for a
period of more than seven months in a 12-month period if the authorization is
intended to circumvent, or has the effect of circumventing, the policies and
purposes of the classified service under this chapter. Annually,—en—or-before

) OH DO
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Sec. 3. 6 V.S.A. § 2972 is amended to read:
§ 2972. POWERS AND DUTIES

* sk 3k

(b) Included among the powers of the Council in connection with the
enforcement of this chapter are the powers to require reports from any person
subject to this chapter; to adopt, rescind, modify, and amend all proper and
necessary rules and orders to administer this chapter, which rules and orders
shall be adopted by publication in the manner prescribed by the Council and
shall have the force and effect of law when not inconsistent with existing laws;
to administer oaths, subpoena witnesses, take depositions, and certify to
official acts; to require any dealer to keep such true and accurate records and to
make such reports covering purchases, sales, and receipts of dairy products and
related matters as the Council deems reasonably necessary for effective
administration, which records shall be open to inspection by the Secretary of
Agriculture, Food and Markets at any reasonable time and as often as may be
necessary, but information thus obtained shall not be published or be open to
public inspection in any manner revealing any individual dealer’s identity,
except as required in proceedings to enforce compliance; and to keep accurate
books, records, and accounts of all of its dealings:-and-te-make-annually-afull

A WaVaVa

. The Vermont Agency of
Agriculture, Food and Markets shall perform the administrative work of the
Council as directed by the Council. The Council shall reimburse the Agency
of Agriculture, Food and Markets for the cost of services performed by the
Agency.

% %k %k
Sec. 4. 6 V.S.A. § 4810 is amended to read:
§ 4810. AUTHORITY; COOPERATION; COORDINATION

* ok 3k

(d) Cooperation and coordination. The Secretary of Agriculture, Food and
Markets shall coordinate with the Secretary of Natural Resources in
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implementing and enforcing programs, plans, and practices developed for
reducing and eliminating agricultural nonpoint source pollutants and
discharges from farms. The Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets shall
cooperate with the Secretary of Natural Resources in the implementation of the
federal Clean Water Act for Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations
(CAFOs). The Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets shall implement
the State’s comprehensive, complementary nonpoint source program. The
Secretary of Agriculture, Food; and Markets and the Secretary of Natural
Resources shall coordinate regarding program administration; grant
negotiation; grant sharing; implementation of the antidegradation policy
including to new sources of agricultural nonpoint source pollutants, and
watershed planning activities to comply with Pub. L. No. 92-500. In
accordance with 10 V.S.A. § 1259(i), the Secretary of Natural Resources, in
consultation with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the Secretary
of Agriculture, Food and Markets, shall issue a document that sets forth the
respective roles and responsibilities of the Agency of Natural Resources in
implementing the federal Clean Water Act on farms and the Agency of
Agriculture, Food and Markets’ roles and responsibilities in implementing the
State’s complementary nonpoint source program on farms. The document
shall be consistent with and equivalent with the federal National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System permit regulations for discharges from CAFOs.
The document will replace the memorandum of understanding between the
agencies. The allocation of duties under this chapter between the Secretary of
Agriculture, Food and Markets and the Secretary of Natural Resources shall be
consistent with the Secretary’s duties, established under the provisions of 10
V.S.A. § 1258(b), to comply with Pub. L. No. 92-500. The Secretary of
Natural Resources shall be the State lead person in applying for federal funds
under Pub. L. No. 92-500 but shall consult with the Secretary of Agriculture,
Food and Markets during the process. The agricultural nonpoint source
program may compete with other programs for competitive watershed projects
funded from federal funds. The Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets
shall be represented in reviewing these projects for funding. Actions by the
Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets under this chapter concerning
agricultural nonpoint source pollution shall be consistent with the water quality
standards and water pollution control requirements of 10 V.S.A. chapter 47
and the federal Clean Water Act as amended. In addition, the Secretary of
Agriculture, Food and Markets shall coordinate with the Secretary of Natural
Resources in implementing and enforcing programs, plans, and practices
developed for the proper management of composting facilities when those
facilities are located on a farm. Fhe—Seeretary—ofAgriculture; Food—and
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Sec. 5. 10 V.S.A. § 1978 is amended to read:
§ 1978. RULES

* ok 3k

(e)(1) The Secretary shall periodically review and, if necessary, revise the
rules adopted under this chapter to ensure that the technical standards remain
current with the known and proven technologies regarding potable water
supplies and wastewater systems.

[Repealed.]

Sec. 6. 16 V.S.A. § 164 is amended to read:
§ 164. STATE BOARD; GENERAL POWERS AND DUTIES

The State Board shall engage local school board members and the broader
education community and, consistent with the provisions of this title, its own
rules, and rules adopted by the Secretary, establish and regularly update a long-
term strategic vision for the delivery of educational services in Vermont;
advise the General Assembly, the Governor, and the Secretary of Education on
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high-priority educational policies and issues as they arise; and act in
accordance with legislative mandates, including the adoption of rules and
executing special assignments. In addition to other specified duties, the Board
shall:

sapewrseﬁhameﬂs—ptmsuaﬂete—subsee&eﬂ—léé(-b}e#thrs—&tl& | Repealed |

* %k 3k

Sec. 7. 16 V.S.A. § 829 is amended to read:
§ 829. PREKINDERGARTEN EDUCATION

* %k 3k

(e) Rules. The Secretary of Education and the Commissioner for Children
and Families shall jointly develop and agree to rules and present them to the
State Board for adoption under 3 V.S.A. chapter 25 as follows:

* %k 3k

(10) To establish a system by which the Agency of Education and
Department for Children and Families shall jointly monitor and evaluate
prekindergarten education programs to promote optimal results for children
that support the relevant population-level outcomes set forth in 3 V.S.A.
§ 2311 and to collect data that w1ll mform future dec151ons T—he%geﬁey—aﬂd

Jaﬁuaﬂ'— At a minimum, the system shall momtor and evaluate
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* %k 3k

Sec. 8. 18 V.S.A. § 4635 is amended to read:
§ 4635. PRESCRIPTION DRUG COST TRANSPARENCY

* ok 3k

maﬂuf&etufefs—pufsuaﬂt—te—thrs—see&eﬂ— The Attorney General shall post the
repert-and the public version of each manufacturer’s information submitted
pursuant to subdivision (c)(1)(B)(ii) of this section on the Office of the
Attorney General’s website.

(2) The Green Mountain Care Board shall post on its web51te the—repeft

and the pubhc version of each manufacturer’s 1nformat10n submltted pursuant
to subdivision (c)(1)(B)(ii) of this section, and may inform the public of the
availability of the report and the manufacturers’ justification information.

* ok 3k

Sec. 9. 28 V.S.A. § 104 is amended to read:
§ 104. NOTIFICATION OF COMMUNITY PLACEMENTS

* sk 3k

(e) %&Gemmm&e&e&e#@eﬁee&eﬂs—&haﬂ—aﬂ&%&yrbﬂammﬁhﬁﬁepeﬁ

previous12-menths: [Repealed.]
Sec. 10. 33 V.S.A. § 4305 is amended to read:
§ 4305. COORDINATED SYSTEM OF CARE

* sk 3k




Sec. 11. 2010 Acts and Resolves No. 161, Sec. 20 is amended to read:
Sec. 20. VERMONT CENTER FOR CRIME VICTIM SERVICES

The sum of $50,000 is appropriated to the Vermont Center for Crime
Victim Services for Americans with Disabilities Act improvements at domestic

violence shelters. Annually—en-or-before Decembert—the Vermont-Centerfor
i Viefim_Servi Al £il i e C buildi 1

Total Appropriation — Section 20 $50,000
Sec. 12. REPEALS

The following are repealed:

(1) 6 V.S.A. §4825 (report concerning activities in support of water
quality financial and technical assistance);

(2) 2007 Acts and Resolves No. 65. Sec. 112a(b)(2)(A) (report on
utilization of services and expenses under Choices for Care);

(3) 2008 Acts and Resolves No. 192, Sec. 5.221(b) (report on use of
appropriations for household weatherization);

(4) 2012 Acts and Resolves No. 113, Sec. 3 (report on Genuine Progress
Indicator);

(5) 2015 Acts and Resolves No. 58. Sec. C.106 (Vermont Health
Connect monthly reports);

(6) 2014 Acts and Resolves No. 179. Sec. E.100.5(g) (report on
resources made available from the Vermont Enterprise Fund);

(7) 2014 Acts and Resolves No. 195. Secs. 3(f) and 4(b) (evaluate goals
and performance of pretrial services and precharge programs);
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(8) 2013 Acts and Resolves No. 68, Sec. 3 (report on concussions
suffered by student athletes);

(9) 2018 Acts and Resolves No. 174, Sec. 1(c)(2) (Auditor report filed

if a privatization contract has not achieved the required cost savings or
complied with required performance measures); and

(10) 2019 Acts and Resolves No. 79, Sec. 10(b) (report on status of the
Broadband Innovation Grant Program).

* * * Reports Extended Until 2030 Review * * *
Sec. 13. REPORTS REPEAL DELAYED

The reports set forth in this section shall not be subject to review under the
provisions of 2 V.S.A. § 20(d) (expiration of required reports) until July 1,
2030:

1) 3 V.S.A. § 168(1)(6) (Racial Disparities in the Criminal and Juvenile
Justice System Advisory Panel report and recommendations);

(2) 10 V.S.A. § 280ee(d) (Vermont Economic Development Authority
report concerning Broadband Expansion Loan Program activities);

(3) 10 V.S.A. §325m(g) (Rural Economic Development Initiative
report);
(4) 13 V.S.A. § 5256 (Office of Defender General annual report):

(5) 13 V.S.A. § 5415(c) (Department of Public Safety report concerning

sex offender registry compliance);

6) 18 V.S.A. §909(e) (EMS Advisory Committee report concernin
progress toward goals of five-year plan);

(7) 20 V.S.A. § 2367 (Vermont Criminal Justice Council report
concerning use of electronic control devices);

(8) 20 V.S.A. §2366(d) (Vermont Criminal Justice Council report
concerning fair and impartial policing policies and training);

(9) 20 V.S.A. § 4624 (Department of Public Safety report on drone use);

(10) 24 V.S.A. § 1892(g) (quadrennial analysis of recommendations and
conclusions of the tax increment financing capacity study and report);

(11) 29 V.S.A. § 160(e) (Department of Buildings and General Services

Property Management Revolving Fund annual report);

(12) 32 V.S.A. § 3340(a) (Vermont Economic Progress Council report
concerning Vermont Employment Growth Incentive Program).
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* * * Reports Exempted from 2 V.S.A. § 20(d) * * *
Sec. 14. 3 V.S.A. § 3902 is amended to read:
§ 3902. OFFICE OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY

* %k sk

(d)  Annually, the Office shall provide a written report to the House
Committees on Appropriations and on Energy and Digital Infrastructure, and

to the Senate Committees on Appropriations and on Natural Resources and
Energy on appropriations utilizing existing resources within State government
available in the Office of Economic Opportunity’s weatherization data

management system that compiles performance data available on households
weatherized in the past year to include the:

(1) number of households weatherized;

(2) average program expenditure per household for energy efficiency;

(3) average percent in energy savings;

(4) energy and nonenergy benefits combined;

(5) benefits saved for every dollar spent;

(6) average savings per unit for heating fuels;

(7)__gallons of oil saved related to the equivalent number of homes
heated;

(8) projected number of households to be weatherized in the current
program year;

(9) projected program expenditures for the current program vear ending
March 31;

(10) total number of all units that had weatherization deferred, and the
reasons why;

(11) number of rental units that had weatherization deferred, and the
reasons why;

(12) number of rental units deferred specifically because of vermiculite;

(13) backlog of deferred rental units deferred specifically because of
vermiculite: and

(14) potential energy savings for all deferred weatherization that do not

require disturbing the vermiculite.

Sec. 15. 3 V.S.A. § 1226 is amended to read:
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§ 1226. COMMISSION REPORTS

* %k 3k

(¢) The provisions of 2 V.S.A. § 20(d) (expiration of required reports) shall
not apply to the report to be made under subsection (b) of this section.

Sec. 16. 4 V.S.A. § 608 is amended to read:
§ 608. FUNCTIONS

* sk 3k

(e) On or before the tenth Thursday after the convening of each biennial
and adjourned session, the Committee shall report to the General Assembly its
recommendation whether the candidates should continue in office, with any
amplifying information that it may deem appropriate, in order that the General
Assembly may discharge its obligation under Chapter II, § 34 of the
Ceonstitution-of the-State-of Vermont Constitution. The provisions of 2 V.S.A.
§ 20(d) (expiration of required reports) shall not apply to the report to be made
under this subsection.

* ok 3k

Sec. 17. 6 V.S.A. § 4710 is amended to read:
§ 4710. VERMONT FARM AND FOREST VIABILITY PROGRAM

* sk 3k

(f) In collaboration with the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets
and the Commissioner of Forests, Parks and Recreation, the Vermont Housing
and Conservation Board shall report in writing to the Senate Committees on
Agriculture and on Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs and
the House Committees on Agriculture and Forestry and on Commerce and
Economic Development on or before January 31 of each year with a report on
the activities and performance of the Farm and Forest Viability Program. At a
minimum, the report shall include an evaluation of the Program utilizing the
performance goals and performance measures established in consultation with
the Advisory Board under subsection (d) of this section. The provisions of 2
V.S.A. § 20(d) (expiration of required reports) shall not apply to the report to
be made under this subsection.

* %k 3k

Sec. 18. 6 V.S.A. § 4825 is amended to read:
§ 4825. REPORTS
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(a) Annually by January 15 of each year, the Secretary shall report to the
General Assembly regarding activities in support of the objectives of this
subchapter, including use of State, federal, and private funds:

* ok 3k

(b) The provisions of 2 V.S.A. § 20(d) (expiration of required reports) shall
not apply to the report to be made under this section.

Sec. 19. 10 V.S.A. § 11 is amended to read:
§ 11. TREASURER’S LOCAL INVESTMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE

* %k 3k

(e) Report. On or before January 15, the Advisory Committee annually
shall submit a report to the Senate Committees on Appropriations, on
Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs, on Finance, and on
Government Operations and the House Committees on Appropriations, on
Commerce and Economic Development, on Ways and Means, and on
Government Operations and Military Affairs. The provisions of 2 V.S.A.
§ 20(d) (expiration of required reports) shall not apply to the report to be made
under this subsection. The report shall include the following:

* %k 3k

Sec. 20. 10 V.S.A. § 531 is amended to read:
§ 531. THE VERMONT TRAINING PROGRAM

* sk 3k

(k) Report. Annually on or before January 15, the Secretary shall submit a
report to the House Committee on Commerce and Economic Development and
the Senate Committee on Economic Development, Housing and General
Affairs. The provisions of 2 V.S.A. § 20(d) (expiration of required reports)
shall not apply to the report to be made under this subsection. In addition to
the reporting requirements under section 540 of this title, the report shall
identify:

* ok 3k

Sec. 21. 10 V.S.A. § 2609a is amended to read:

§ 2609a. INCOME FROM LEASE OF MOUNTAINTOP
COMMUNICATION SITES

Annually on or before February 15, the Agency of Natural Resources shall
submit a report to the Senate Committee on Natural Resources and Energy and

the House Committees Committee on Energy and Fechnology—and-onNatural
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Reseurees; Fish;—and-Wildlife Digital Infrastructure containing an itemization
of the income generated through the end of the previous fiscal year from the
use of sites for communication purposes. The provisions of 2 V.S.A. § 20(d)
(expiration of required reports) shall not apply to the report to be made under
this section.

Sec. 22. 10 V.S.A. § 6503 is amended to read:
§ 6503. LEGISLATIVE APPROVAL

(a) The Committee shall report to the General Assembly its
recommendation to approve or not to approve the petition for the facility
together with such additional information and comment it deems appropriate.
The provisions of 2 V.S.A. § 20(d) (expiration of required reports) shall not
apply to the report to be made under this subsection.

* %k 3k

Sec. 23. 32 V.S.A. § 311 is amended to read:
§ 311. RETIREMENT FUNDS INTEGRITY REPORT

* ok 3k

(b) At the request of the House er—Senate—Committee—on—Government

Operations—or—on—Appropriations Committee on Appropriations or on

Government Operations and Military Affairs, the Senate Committee on
Appropriations or on Government Operations, or the Joint Public Pension

Oversight Committee, the State Treasurer and the Commissioner of Finance
and Management shall present to the requesting committees the
recommendations submitted under 3 V.S.A. § 471(n) and 16 V.S.A. § 1942(x).

(¢) The provisions of 2 V.S.A. § 20(d) (expiration of required reports) shall
not apply to the report to be made under this section.

Sec. 24. 32 V.S.A. § 588 is amended to read:
§ 588. SPECIAL FUNDS; ORGANIZATION AND MANAGEMENT

All special funds shall be organized and managed in accordance with the
provisions of this section.

(6) Accounting and reporting.

* %k 3k

(B) In addition, the Commissioner shall annually report a list of any
special funds created during the fiscal year. The list shall furnish for each fund
its name, authorization, and revenue source or sources. The report for the
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prior fiscal year shall be submitted to the General Assembly through the Joint
Fiscal Committee on or before December 1 of each year. The provisions of 2
V.S.A. § 20(d) (expiration of required reports) shall not apply to the report to
be made under this subdivision.

Sec. 25. 3 V.S.A. § 3303 is amended to read:
§ 3303. REPORTING, RECORDS, AND REVIEW REQUIREMENTS

(a) Annual report and budget. The Secretary shall submit to the House
Committee on Energy and Digital Infrastructure and the Senate Committee on
Institutions, concurrent with the Governor’s annual budget request required
under 32 V.S.A. § 306, an annual report for information technology and
cybersecurity. The provisions of 2 V.S.A. § 20(d) (expiration of required
reports) shall not apply to the report to be made under this subsection. The
report shall reflect the priorities of the Agency and shall include:

* sk 3k

* * * Reports Modified * * *
Sec. 26. 2018 Acts and Resolves No. 119, Sec. 8 is amended to read:

Sec. 8. REPORTING; UTILIZATION BY SERVICE MEMBERS AND
VETERANS

(a) The Executive Director of the Division of Fire Safety shall, on or
before February 1 of each even year, report to the House Committees on
Commerce and Economic Development, on General, Housing, and Military
Affairs, and on Government Operations and the Senate Committees on
Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs and on Government
Operations regarding:

* %k 3k

(b) The Director of the Office of Professional Regulation shall, on or
before February 1 of each even year, report to the House Committees on
Commerce and Economic Development, on General, Housing, and Military
Affairs, and on Government Operations and the Senate Committees on
Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs and on Government
Operations regarding:

% %k %k

(c) The Commissioner of Motor Vehicles shall, on or before February 1 of

each even year, report to the House Committees on Commerce and Economic

Development, on General, Housing, and Military Affairs, and on Government
Operations and the Senate Committees on Economic Development, Housing
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and General Affairs and on Government Operations regarding the number of
service members and veterans who, during the previous calendar year, were
certified to perform inspections without being required to pass an examination
as provided pursuant to 23 V.S.A. § 1227(b)(2).

(d) The Commissioner of Health shall, on or before February 1 of each
even year, report to the House Committees on Commerce and Economic
Development, on General, Housing, and Military Affairs, and on Government
Operations and the Senate Committees on Economic Development, Housing
and General Affairs and on Government Operations regarding the number of
service members and veterans who, during the previous calendar year, were
deemed to have knowledge of the prevention of food-borne disease, be able to
apply the Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point principles, and have met the
criteria for “demonstration of knowledge” requirements set forth by the
Department of Health in rule for the purposes of obtaining a food
establishment license as provided pursuant to 18 V.S.A. § 4303(b) and the total
number of food establishment licenses issued to those service members and
veterans.

Sec. 27. 2011 Acts and Resolves No. 59, Sec. 15 is amended to read:

Sec. 15. COURT ADMINISTRATOR REPORT ON PUBLIC RECORDS
CASES

On or before January 15, 2012, and annually on even years thereafter, the
Vermont court administrator’s office shall report to the senate and house
committees on government operations regarding contested cases filed in the
civil division of the superior court involving disputes under the Public Records
Act, as set forth in 1 V.S.A. chapter 5, subchapter 4. The report shall include
the number of Public Records Act contested cases filed annually in the civil
division of the superior court, the disposition of such cases, and whether
attorney’s fees were awarded in any of the cases. The court administrator shall
submit a copy of a report required under this section to the secretary of state at
the same time the report is submitted to the senate and house committees on
government operations.

Sec. 28. 4 V.S.A. § 40 is amended to read:
§ 40. REPORT ON TEMPORARY EMPLOYEES

(a) Annually, on or before January 15 of every even year, the State Court
Administrator shall submit a report to the House Committees on General and
Housing and on Government Operations and Military Affairs and the Senate
Committee on Government Operations identifying for each of the two prior
calendar years:
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(1) the total number of individuals employed by the Judiciary
Department on a temporary basis who have worked in excess of 1,280 hours in
the prior calendar year, excluding employees identified in 3 V.S.A. § 1011(7),
(8)(A)—(D), (8)(F) and (G), and (8)(1)~(K);

(2) the total number of temporary positions in which one or more
individuals have been employed for a combined total of more than 1,280
hours, excluding positions filled by employees identified in 3 V.S.A.
§ 1011(7), (8)(A)AD), (8)(F) and (G), and (8)(<K);

(3) the total number of hours worked by each temporary employee

identified pursuant to subdivision (1) of this section; and

(4) the total number of years during which each temporary employee
identified pursuant to subdivision (1) of this section has worked for the
Judiciary Department.

(b) _ Notwithstanding subsection (a) of this section, the State Court
Administrator need not submit the report if there were no temporary
employees hired in the prior two calendar years.

Sec. 29. REPEAL

2014 Acts and Resolves No. 180, Sec. 2(c) (Vermont Criminal Justice
Council report concerning use of electronic control devices) is repealed.

Sec. 30. 20 V.S.A. § 2367 is amended to read:

§ 2367. STATEWIDE POLICY; ELECTRONIC CONTROL DEVICES;
REPORTING

* ok 3k

(H)(1) Every State, county, municipal, or other law enforcement agency and
every constable who is not employed by a law enforcement agency shall report
all incidents involving the use of an electronic control device to the Criminal
Justice Council in a form to be determined by the Council.

(2) Annually, on or before November 15, the Criminal Justice Council
shall report to the House Committees on Government Operations and Military

Affairs and on Judiciary and to the Senate Committees on Government
Operations and on Judiciary all incidents from the prior 12 months involving

the use of an electronic control device, a review of compliance with standards,

the adequacy of training and certification requirements, and the adequacy of
funding for mental health collaboration.

* ok 3k

Sec. 31. 20 V.S.A § 4662 is amended to read:
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§ 4662. CYBERSECURITY ADVISORY COUNCIL

* %k 3k

(g) Reports. On or before January February 15 each year, the Council shall
submit-a-written report to the House Committees on Commerce and Economic
Development, on Energy and Digital Infrastructure, on Government
Operations and Military Affairs, and on Ways and Means and the Senate
Committees on Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs, on
Finance, and on Government Operations with a status update on the work of
the Council and any recommendations for legislative action. The provisions of
2 V.S.A. § 20(d) (expiration of required reports) shall not apply to the report to
be made under this subsection.

* %k 3k
* * * Effective Date * * *
Sec. 32. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on July 1, 2026.
(Committee vote: 5-0-0)

(No House amendments)

Reported favorably by Senator Perchlik for the Committee on
Appropriations.

The Committee recommends that the bill ought to pass in concurrence with
proposal of amendment as recommended by the Committee on Government
Operations.

H. 937.
An act relating to miscellaneous judiciary procedures.

Reported favorably with recommendation of proposal of amendment
by Senator Hashim for the Committee on Judiciary.

The Committee recommends that the Senate propose to the House to amend
the bill as follows:

First: In Sec. 2, 7 V.S.A. § 656, after the second ellipses, by inserting the
following:

(d) Issuance of notice of suspension.

(1) On behalf of the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles, a law
enforcement officer issuing a notice of violation in accordance with subsection
(c) of this section for a violation of subdivision (b)(1)(E) of this section shall
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also serve a notice of suspension of the person’s operator’s license and
privilege to operate a motor vehicle in a form prescribed by the Court
Administrator. The form shall include the following:

(A) the effective date of the suspension;
(B) the suspension’s duration;
(C) an explanation of the consequences of the suspension;

(D) the option to operate a motor vehicle with an ignition interlock
restricted driver’s license or certificate in accordance with 23 V.S.A. § 1213;

(E) the projected date of reinstatement upon successful completion of
the suspension; and

(F) the ability to review the imposition of the suspension pursuant to
Rule 75 of the Vermont Rules of Civil Procedure.

* %k 3k

Second: By striking out Sec. 3, 7 V.S.A. § 1005, in its entirety and
inserting in lieu thereof a new Sec. 3 to read as follows:

Sec. 3. [Deleted.]

Third: In Sec. 5, 12 V.S.A. § 506, in subdivision (b)(3)(C), by striking out
“affirmation” and inserting in lieu thereof “affirmative”

Fourth: By adding eight new sections to be Secs. 40a—40h to read as
follows:

Sec. 40a. 28 V.S.A. § 102 is amended to read:
§ 102. COMMISSIONER OF CORRECTIONS; APPOINTMENT;
POWERS; RESPONSIBILITIES

* sk 3k

(c) The Commissioner is charged with the following responsibilities:

* sk 3k

(24) To provide and sustain trauma-informed family support services
and programming pursuant to section 128 of this title.

(25) To provide notification and other services to victims.
Notwithstanding any other provision of law requiring the Department to
provide notification or other services to victims, a victim may decline any
notification or other service provided by the Department.
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Sec. 40b. 13 V.S.A. § 2029 is amended to read:
§ 2029. HOME IMPROVEMENT AND LAND IMPROVEMENT FRAUD

* %k 3k

(b) A person commits the offense of home improvement or land
improvement fraud when the person knowingly enters into a contract er,
agreement, or change order, written or oral, for $1,000.00 or more, with an
owner for home improvement or land improvement, or into several contracts
or, agreements, or change orders for $2,500.00 or more in the aggregate, with
more than one owner for home improvement or land improvement, and the
person knowingly:

(1)YA)—failstoperform-the-contract-or-agreement—in—whele-erinpart;

(iH—make-the-payment promises performance that the person does
not intend to perform or knows will not be performed, in whole or in part;

(2) misrepresents a material fact relating to the terms of the contract er,
agreement, or change order or to the condition of any portion of the property
involved;

(3) uses or employs any unfair or deceptive act or practice in order to
induce, encourage, or solicit such person to enter into any contract er,
agreement, or change order or to modify the terms of the original contract er,

agreement, or change order; or

(4) when there is a declared state of emergency, charges for goods or
services related to the emergency a price that exceeds two times the average
price for the goods or services and the increase is not attributable to the
additional costs incurred in connection with providing those goods or services.

* %k 3k

Sec. 40c. 12 V.S.A. § 5606 is amended to read:
§ 5606. INDEMNIFICATION OF EMPLOYEES

(a) In any action defended by the Attorney General or the Attorney
General’s designee in which a judgment is rendered against an employee of the
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State for acts or omissions within the scope of his or her employment, or a
settlement requires payment by such a person, and the right of action is based
upon 42 U.S.C. § 1983 or a similar State statute, or under a similar federal
statute where State law is incapable of establishing employee immunity, the
State shall indemnify the employee for the amount of the employee’s liability.

(b) The maximum liability of the State under this section shall be
$500,000.00 to any one person and the maximum aggregate liability shall be
$2,000,000.00 to all persons arising out of each occurrence.

%k osk ok
Sec. 40d. 2023 Acts and Resolves No. 47, Sec. 44 is amended to read:
Sec. 44. TENANT REPRESENTATION PILOT PROGRAM

(a) Creation; purpose. Vermont Legal Aid shall create and administer a
two-year Tenant Representation Pilot Program:

(1) to provide full representation to eligible and consenting tenants in
Eametlle—and—Windser—eounttes Vermont who have been served with a
summons and complaint for eviction; and

(2) to determine the impact of representation on the issuance of writs of
possession and homelessness prevention.

(b) Tenant eligibility. Vermont Legal Aid may enter a notice of appearance

on behalf of a residential tenant inameile-or-Windser-County who is served

with a summons and complaint in an ejectment action, consents to the
representation, and meets the following criteria:

(1) household income equals or is less than 120 percent of State area
median income;

(2) the cost of rent equals or exceeds 30 percent of household income;
or

(3) household expenses exceed income.
(c) Scope of representation.
(1) Full representation through the Program is limited to eviction.

(2) The pursuit of counterclaims shall be at the discretion of appointed
counsel.

(d) Conflicts of interest.

(1) Vermont Legal Aid may subcontract to Legal Services Vermont if it
is unable to provide tenant representation due to a conflict of interest as
defined by the Vermont Rules of Professional Conduct.
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(2) If Legal Services Vermont also has a conflict of interest, Vermont
Legal Aid may subcontract to one or more private counsels who are members
in good standing of the Vermont Bar.

(e) Report. Vermont Legal Aid shall provide interim reports on the
progress of the Program on or before Nevember15,2023 November 30, 2025,
and Nevember15:2024 November 30, 2026, and a final report on or before

Fuby30;2025 July 31, 2027, which shall describe:
(1) the number of tenants represented;

(2) case outcomes, including:

(A) the number of cases fully or partially resolved through access to
the Rent Arrears Assistance Fund;

(B) the number of cases fully or partially resolved through the
Vermont Landlord’s Association mediation program; and

(C) the number of cases fully or partially resolved through access to
another resource identified through the Rental Housing Stabilization Services
Program; and

(3) recommendations for policy changes and for pilot expansion.

(f) Implementation. The duty to implement this section is contingent upon
an appropriation in fiscal year 2024 2025 from the General Fund to the
Agency of Human Services for a subgrant to Vermont Legal Aid to provide

representation in eligible eviction cases in-the-twe-pHet-counties—of Lameille
and-Windser beginning on July15-2023 November 1, 2024.

Sec. 40e. 2024 Acts and Resolves No. 181, Sec. 95. is amended to read:

Sec. 95. APPROPRIATION; TENANT REPRESENTATION PILOT
PROGRAM

The sum of $1,025,000.00 is appropriated from the General Fund to the
Agency of Human Services in fiscal year 2025 for a grant to Vermont Legal
Aid for the Tenant Representation Pilot Program established by 2023 Acts and
Resolves No. 47, Sec. 44. These funds shall carry forward each fiscal year
until fully expended or reverted by an act of the General Assembly.

Sec. 40f. 9 V.S.A. § 4555 is amended to read:
§ 4555. INFORMATION; DISCLOSURE AND CONFIDENTIALITY

(a)(1)  Except as provided in this subsection, the Human Rights
Commission’s complaint files and investigative files shall be confidential.
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(2) The Commission shall make the investigative file available to the
charging party, the respondent, their attorneys, and any State or federal law
enforcement agency seeking to enforce anti-diserimination antidiscrimination
statutes, upon reasonable request, except that the Commission may refuse to
disclose:

(A) the identities of nonparty witnesses to the investigation if good
cause is shown to protect the witness’s confidentiality; or

(B) records or information the release of which may be prohibited
under State or federal law absent court order.

(3) For any complaint initiated pursuant to subsection 4554(b) of this
title, any resulting investigative report shall not be confidential after the

Commission has issued a final determination and after the parties have been

notified of the Commission’s determination, except that the Commission shall
not proactively disclose any report and shall not disclose:

(A) the identities of nonparty witnesses to the investigation if good
cause is shown to protect the witness’s confidentiality;

(B) information the release of which may be prohibited under State
or federal law absent court order; and

(C) _the identity of the parties and any information that would identify

the parties if the Commission finds that there are no reasonable grounds to
believe that discrimination occurred.

(4) A party or entity denied information or records under subdivision
(2)(A) or (B) of this subsection may seek the information or records by
subpoena. The Commission and any affected person may contest the subpoena
in court.

“)(5) Any records or information described in subdivision (2)(A) or
(B) of this subsection made available to a party or entity pursuant to a
confidentiality agreement or court order requiring confidentiality shall be kept
confidential in accordance with the agreement or order, unless disclosure is
otherwise authorized by law or court order.

(b) Nothing said or done as part of conciliation efforts under this chapter
may be made a matter of public record or used as evidence in a subsequent
civil action without written consent of the parties. Final settlement agreements
shall be public documents and the parties shall be so informed.

(c) If the Commission determines that there are reasonable grounds to
believe that discrimination has occurred, that determination and the names of
the parties may be made public after the parties have been notified of the
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Commission’s determination. If the Commission finds that there are no
reasonable grounds to find discrimination, the identity of the parties and any
information that would identify the parties shall remain confidential. The
Commission shall inform the parties about the provisions of this subsection.
In all cases, even if the records are confidential, the facts may be used for
educational purposes if sufficiently altered so that no person involved in a case
can be identified.

Sec. 40g. APPLICATION TO PENDING INVESTIGATIONS

Sec. 40f of this act shall apply to any pending investigations by the Human
Rights Commission.
Sec. 40h. 15 V.S.A. § 1103 is amended to read:

§ 1103. REQUESTS FOR RELIEF

(a) Any family or household member may seek relief from abuse by
another family or household member on behalf of themselves or their children
by filing a complaint under this chapter. A minor 16 years of age or older, or a
minor of any age who is in a dating relationship as defined in subdivision
1101(3) of this chapter, may file a complaint under this chapter seeking relief
on the minor’s own behalf. The plaintiff shall submit an affidavit in support of
the order.

(b) Except as provided in section 1104 of this title, the court shall grant
relief only after notice to the defendant and a hearing. The plaintiff shall have
the burden of proving abuse by a preponderance of the evidence.

(c)(1) The court shall make such orders as it deems necessary to protect the
plaintiff or the children, or both, if the court finds that the defendant has
abused the plaintiff, and:

(A) there is a danger of further abuse; or

(B) the defendant is currently ineareerated under the supervision of
the Department of Corrections and has been convicted of one of the following:
murder, attempted murder, kidnapping, domestic assault, aggravated domestic
assault, sexual assault, aggravated sexual assault, stalking, aggravated stalking,
lewd or lascivious conduct with a child, use of a child in a sexual performance,
or consenting to a sexual performance.

* %k 3k

(Committee Vote: 5-0-0)
(For House amendments, see House Journal of March 24, 2026, pages 3522)
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Reported favorably by Senator Norris for the Committee on
Appropriations.

The Committee recommends that the bill ought to pass in concurrence with
proposals of amendment as recommended by the Committee on Judiciary.

(Committee vote: 7-0-0)
H. 938.

An act relating to establishing the Vermont Homelessness Response
Continuum.

Reported favorably with recommendation of proposal of amendment
by Senator Lyons for the Committee on Health and Welfare.

The Committee recommends that the Senate propose to the House to amend
the bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof
the following:

* * * Findings, Legislative Intent, and Purpose * * *
Sec. 1. FINDINGS
The General Assembly finds that:

(1) although an imperfect tool for measuring the true number of
unhoused Vermonters, the Vermont Homeless Management Information
System as of December 2025 indicated that there were 4,022 individuals who
were homeless in the State, 863 of whom were children under 18 years of age;
and

(2) _the 2024 Vermont Housing Needs Assessment notes that of the

36,000 primary homes needed in Vermont between 2025 and 2029, the number
needed to address homelessness is 3,295.

Sec. 2. LEGISLATIVE INTENT
It is the intent of the General Assembly that:

(1) unsheltered homelessness be eliminated and that homelessness in

Vermont be rare, brief, and nonrecurring;

(2) Vermont reduce reliance on the inefficient use of hotel and motel
rooms for emergency housing;

(3) utilization of an emergency housing benefit to access hotels and
motels through the General Assistance program end and be replaced by a
continuum of services; and
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(4) a continuum of supports and services be available and administered

flexibly in a manner that:

(A) provides a stable pathway to permanent housing;

(B) meets the specific needs of households experiencing
homelessness; and

(C) supports community partners.
Sec. 3. PURPOSE

It is the purpose of this act to:

(1) establish a continuum of supports and services for households who
are _experiencing homelessness or who are at risk of experiencing
homelessness;

(2) ensure that tailored, temporary emergency housing assistance is

available to Vermonters in a manner that encourages efficient and accountable
use of taxpayer funds;

(3) __support_self-sufficiency and reduce returns to homelessness by
developing personalized housing plans with required participation by
households;

(4) establish clear eligibility criteria and require active household
participation;
(5) expand the use of alternative emergency housing models in

partnership with municipalities, nonprofit community-based providers, and
private landlords;

(6) _integrate supportive services to assist households to achieve
permanent housing stability:;

(7) establish  transparent accountability measures, reporting
requirements, and oversight mechanisms;

(8) increase Program efficiency and promote maximum flexibility in
administering services and supports in the continuum;

(9) empower local communities to administer emergency housing

services with maximum flexibility; and

(10)  create a diversified system of emergency housing options,
including shelters, specialized shelters, shared housing arrangements, host-
home models, master-lease units, and rapid rehousing placements, that provide
cost-effective, sustainable, and supportive outcomes to households.
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* % * Creation of the Vermont Homelessness Response Continuum * * *
Sec. 4. 33 V.S.A. chapter 22 is added to read:
CHAPTER 22. VERMONT HOMELESSNESS RESPONSE CONTINUUM
§ 2201. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

(1) ““Alternative housing options” means housing options including
shelters, specialized shelters, transitional housing, recovery residences, shared
housing arrangements, host-home models, master-lease units, and rapid
rehousing placements.

(2) “Applicant” means a household that applies for emergency housing
assistance.

(3)  “At risk of homelessness” means precariously housed without
sufficient income, resources, or support to prevent homelessness.

(4) “Case management services” means individualized supportive

Services.

(5) “Coordinated entry” means a process that standardizes the way
households at risk of homelessness or experiencing homelessness access and
are assessed for and referred to the housing and services that a household
needs for housing stability.

(6) “Department” means the Department for Children and Families.

(7) “Disability” means a physical, sensory, cognitive, developmental, or

mental health condition or substance use disorder that substantially limits one
or more major life activities, or that requires ongoing support, accommodation,
or treatment to maintain an individual’s health, safety, or independence. The
term includes chronic or episodic conditions that significantly impact daily

functioning, regardless of whether the individual is receiving, or is eligible to
receive, federal disability benefits.

(8) “Diversion” means a strategy aimed at preventing homelessness by
helping households find immediate alternative housing options instead of
entering shelters. Diversion focuses on addressing the needs of those who
have recently lost their housing.

(9)  “Eligible household” means a household that is homeless and is
physically present and intends to reside in Vermont as evidenced by active

participation in a housing, employment, or other Agency of Human Services—
recognized plan.
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(10) “Emergency cold-weather shelter” means publicly funded shelter
beds made available to households during periods when the National Weather
Service is forecasting temperatures at or below 10 degrees Fahrenheit
including windchill for the majority of the State.

(11) “Emergency housing” means temporary shelter, lodging, or other

housing support, or related services provided to eligible households to protect
the health, safety, and welfare of an eligible household when no safe housing

option is immediately available.
(12)  “Highly structured shelter” means a shelter that provides

programming that emphasizes case management, housing stability,
employment, education, or treatment services, as well as other services as

appropriate, in a manner that accommodates an eligible household’s disability,
if any.

(13) “Homeless” means:

(A) lacking a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence;

(B) facing imminent loss of a primary nighttime residence;
(C)_fleeing or attempting to flee domestic violence, dating violence,

sexual assault, stalking, and other dangerous or life-threatening conditions that
relate to violence against a household or household member that either takes

place in the primary nighttime residence or causes the household or household
member to be afraid to return to the primary nighttime residence;

(D) residing in a place not meant for human habitation, such as cars,
parks, abandoned buildings, or streets; or

(E) otherwise defined as homeless under federal law.

(14) “Household” means an individual or group of individuals, with or
without children, including individuals who reside together as one economic

unit, who are married, parties to a civil union, or unmarried.

(15) “Low-barrier shelter” means a shelter that minimizes barriers to
entry by reducing the rules and programmatic requirements found in highly
structured shelters, while still providing case management and other housing

support services in a manner that accommodates an eligible household’s
disability, if any.

(16) “Minor child” means an individual under 18 years of age.

(17) “Office” means the Office of Economic Opportunity.

(18) “Permanent supportive housing” means long-term housing with

wraparound services for individuals with complex health and social needs.
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(19) “Prevention” means services intended to prevent a household from
becoming homeless, including housing relocation or stabilization services or
short-term rental assistance, including rental arrearage.

(20) “Program” means the Vermont Homelessness Response
Continuum.

(21) “Rapid rehousing” means short- to medium-term rental assistance
and supportive services aimed at assisting a household to quickly exit
homelessness.

(22) “Shelter” means a facility that meets the Department’s shelter
standards.

(23) ““Specialized shelter” means a facility that meets the Department’s
shelter standards and applicable standards for the delivery of additional
services, including health care, mental health services, or services related to
substance use disorder.

(24) “‘Supportive services” means individualized supports that assist a
household in obtaining and maintaining housing, including:

(A) intake assessments and services for diversion from homelessness:

(B) household needs assessments;

(C) case management;

(D) individualized household plans to address identified needs:

(E) housing navigation services;

(F) assistance obtaining and retaining housing, including financial

assistance;

(G) landlord-tenant outreach, education, and conflict resolution;

(H) navigation to other services and supports as identified in the
household’s housing plan, including economic benefits, peer-supported
services, job training and employment services, services related to disability
and independent living advocacy, and referral to health care assistance,
including treatment for mental health conditions and substance use disorder;

(D) progress monitoring of interventions; and

(J) services to ensure continuity after a permanent placement.

(25)  “Unsheltered homelessness” means sleeping in a location not

designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation, including
cars, parks, abandoned buildings, or streets.
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§ 2202. ESTABLISHMENT:; VERMONT HOMELESSNESS RESPONSE
CONTINUUM

(a) The Vermont Homelessness Response Continuum is established to
create an array of services that prevent and address homelessness in Vermont.

The Program shall be administered by the Department’s Office of Economic
Opportunity.

(b) The Office shall maintain a continuum of services that is flexible,
housing focused, and designed to prevent homelessness whenever possible.
The continuum shall prioritize early intervention, rapid resolution of housing

crises, and equitable access to emergency and permanent housing.
(¢) The Program shall:

(1) provide temporary emergency housing to eligible households
experiencing homelessness or at imminent risk of homelessness;
(2) reduce reliance on hotels and motels for emergency housing

assistance;

(3) expand the use of alternative housing options in partnership with

community organizations, municipalities, and private landlords;
(4) integrate case management and individualized housing plans into

all emergency housing placements:; and

(5) ensure accountability, transparency, and cost efficiency in the use

of public funds.

(d) All funding opportunities available under the Program shall be open to
any entity or community partner, including those that did not previously

receive funding.
§ 2203. PROGRAM COMPONENTS

(a) The continuum of services shall consist of the following:

(1) level 1: prevention and diversion services:

(2) level 2: shelter services:

(A) level 2A: highly structured shelter services; and

(B) level 2B: low-barrier shelter services:

(3) level 3: specialized shelter services;

(4) level 4: hotels and motels;
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(5) permanent supportive housing services; and

(6) other emergency housing services.

(b) The Office shall address each of the services in subsection (a) of this
section by separate line items in its budget. The Department shall be
responsible for any transfers to other Agency of Human Services departments
necessary to implement the services listed in subsection (a) of this section.
The Department and other departments within the Agency of Human Services

shall maximize federal receipts, as applicable, for services listed in subsection
(a) of this section.

(c) Upon assessing a household’s needs, the Office or community partners

shall offer to place the household in the appropriate level of care to address the

household’s specific needs if capacity, staffing, and geographic accessibility
are available.

§ 2204. PREVENTION AND DIVERSION SERVICES

Level 1: prevention and diversion services.

(1) Prevention and diversion services shall function as the primary entry

point to the Vermont Homelessness Response Continuum for all households,
although connection may be made at any level. The Office shall ensure that
prevention and diversion services are provided through an agreement with one

or more community partners in each region of the State in a manner that

accommodates an eligible household’s disability, if any. All households, upon
request for assistance, shall receive a brief, standardized initial prevention and

diversion assessment to identify safe alternatives to homelessness and resolve
immediate housing barriers.
(2) Prevention includes activities to avert entry into homelessness.

Diversion includes problem-solving interventions and supports that safely
resolve a housing crisis without the use of shelter or hotel or motel placements.

(3) Funds administered for prevention and diversion services shall have

maximum flexibility.

§ 2205. SHELTER SERVICES
(a) Level 2A: highly structured shelter services.

(1) To the extent funds are appropriated for this purpose, the Office

shall determine the need for highly structured shelter services and develop
sufficient highly structured shelter beds to address that need. The Department
through the Office shall enter into agreements for a period of not less than two

years at a time with community partners for the provision of highly structured
shelter services.
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(2) Highly structured shelters shall offer programming that emphasizes
case management, housing stability, employment, education, or treatment
services, as well as other services as appropriate, in a manner that
accommodates an eligible household’s disability, if any. FEligible households

receiving highly structured shelter services shall participate in case
management and other services to the extent of their ability.

(3) The Office shall ensure that highly structured shelter services meet

the Department of Public Safety, Vermont Fire and Building Safety Code
(CVR 28-070-001).
(4) If an eligible household’s needs cannot be met with the level 1

prevention and diversion services in section 2204 of this chapter, highly
structured shelter services are the preferred initial placement if capacity,

staffing, and geographic accessibility are available.
(b) Level 2B: low-barrier shelter services.

(1) To the extent funds are appropriated for this purpose, the Office

shall determine the need for low-barrier shelter services and develop sufficient
low-barrier shelters to address that need. The Department through the Office
shall enter into agreements for a period of not less than two years at a time
with community partners for the provision of low-barrier shelter services.

(2) Low-barrier shelters shall minimize barriers to entry by reducing the
rules and programmatic requirements found in highly structured shelters, while
still providing case management and other housing support services in a
manner that accommodates an eligible household’s disability, if any. Stays in
low-barrier shelters shall be time limited, and eligible households shall be

transitioned to highly structured shelter services or permanent housing as soon
as feasible.

(3) The Office shall ensure that low-barrier shelter services meet the
Department of Public Safety, Vermont Fire and Building Safety Code (CVR

28-070-001).
(4) If an eligible household’s needs cannot be met with the level 1

prevention and diversion services in section 2204 of this chapter or the highly
structured shelter services in subsection (a) of this section, low-barrier shelter

services may be utilized if capacity, staffing, and geographic accessibility are
available.

§ 2206. SPECIALIZED SHELTER SERVICES

Level 3: specialized shelter services.

(1) To the extent funds are appropriated for this purpose:
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(A) the relevant Agency of Human Services departments shall

determine the need for and, to the extent funds permit, develop specialized
shelter services that comply with the Department of Public Safety, Vermont
Fire and Building Safety Code (CVR 28-070-001), as well as any other
applicable standards relevant to the specialty population; and

(B) the relevant Agency of Human Services departments shall enter

into agreements for a period of not less than two years at a time with
community partners for the provision of specialized shelter services.

(2) Specialized service shelters shall offer services delivered in a highly
structured shelter as well as additional specialty services, such as services for
substance use disorder and mental and physical health conditions. Eligible
households receiving specialized shelter services shall participate in case

management and other services to the extent of their ability.

(3) If an eligible household’s needs cannot be met with the level 1
prevention and diversion services in section 2204 of this chapter or the level 2
shelter services in section 2205 of this chapter, a specialized service shelter
may be utilized if capacity, staffing, and geographic accessibility are available
and the eligible household requires specialized services.

§ 2207. HOTELS AND MOTELS

Level 4: hotels and motels.

(1) It is the intent of the General Assembly to decrease reliance on hotel

and motel rooms. However, until sufficient permanent affordable housing or
shelter services are available, the use of hotel and motel services shall be

permitted.

(2)_If a hotel or motel is utilized pursuant to this section, the Department
shall:

(A) enter into an agreement with one or more community partners to

provide relevant supportive services to eligible households;

(B) permit a population-specific placement to the extent certain

populations are not isolated from the wider community served through the
Program;

(C) propose hotel and motel rates as part of its budget presentation
for the General Assembly’s consideration;

(D) use only hotel and motel rates established by the General
Assembly;
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(E) enter into agreements for the use of blocks of hotel and motel
rooms and negotiate conditions of use for those blocks, including access to

providers of case management and other supportive services, with space to
provide services as negotiated; and

(F) ensure that services are not provided pursuant to this section on a
night-by-night basis.

(3) If a hotel or motel is utilized pursuant to this section, the eligible

household shall participate in case management services, planning for housing
stability, and other services to the extent of the eligible household’s ability.

(4) A hotel or motel used pursuant to this chapter shall comply with
Program rules and the following rules:

(A) Department of Health, Licensed Lodging Establishment Rule
(CVR 13-140-023); and

(B) Department of Public Safety, Vermont Fire and Building Safety
Code (CVR 28-070-001).

(5)(A) To the extent funds are appropriated for this purpose:

(1) between April 1 and November 30 of each year, the utilization
of hotel and motel rooms pursuant to this section shall be capped at 700 rooms

per night; and

(i1)) between December 1 and March 31 of each vear, the
utilization of hotel and motel rooms pursuant to this section shall be capped at
1,000 rooms per night.

(B) Hotel and motel rooms utilized by individuals served under
section 602 of this title shall not be included in the room caps provided in this
subdivision (5).

(6) If an eligible household’s needs cannot be met by levels 1-3 of the
Program as described in sections 2204—2206 of this chapter, the Office may

utilize hotels and motels if capacity, staffing, and geographic accessibility are
available.

§ 2208. PERMANENT SUPPORTIVE HOUSING SERVICES

The Agency of Human Services’ departments or their community partners
shall provide permanent supportive housing services to an eligible household
participating in the Program. Permanent supportive housing services provided
pursuant to this section shall combine long-term, community-based rental

assistance with voluntary, flexible supportive services, such as family
supportive housing and other supportive housing services funded in whole or
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in part by Medicaid, if the household and services are eligible for Medicaid.
An eligible household receiving permanent supportive housing services shall

participate in case management, planning for housing stability, and other

services to the extent of the eligible household’s ability. Permanent supportive
housing services may be utilized by an eligible household for as long as the

eligible household’s plan indicates it is necessary.
§ 2209. OTHER EMERGENCY HOUSING SERVICES

(a) Municipal supports. The Department through the Office shall provide
grants to municipalities in areas of the State with a high volume of unsheltered
homelessness, including municipalities underserved by traditional funding
sources. An eligible municipality may submit to the Office a grant application
containing the estimated cost of the municipality’s proposal and other
identified funding sources. The use of grant funding awarded pursuant to this
subsection is at the discretion of the municipality and shall include the
provision of basic life-sustaining shelter when the National Weather Service
declares a cold weather advisory. Shelter provided pursuant to this subsection

shall be time limited, shall not require a coordinated entry assessment or case
management, and shall have minimal data reporting requirements.

(b) Emergency cold-weather shelters. Emergency cold-weather shelters

shall be managed through an agreement between the Office and one or more
community partners to provide overnight, low-barrier shelter when weather
conditions warrant. The Office and community partners shall ensure equitable
access to emergency cold-weather shelters for communities with a high
number of households experiencing unsheltered homelessness.  Shelter
provided pursuant to this subsection shall be time limited, shall not require a

coordinated entry assessment or case management, and shall have minimal
data reporting requirements.

(c) Alternative Agency of Human Services housing solutions. The Agency
of Human Services, through its various departments, provides households with

other time-limited or permanent housing. Such services include recovery
housing, various residential supports for individuals with intellectual or

developmental disabilities, home care services for older Vermonters and
individuals with physical disabilities, transitional housing for individuals
exiting correctional custody, and residential options for individuals with
mental health challenges. Emergency housing provided through the Program

is not intended to take the place of any other Agency of Human Services time-
limited or permanent housing.
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§ 2210. HOUSEHOLD RESPONSIBILITIES

(a) Within the funds appropriated for this purpose, a household shall
qualify for services under the Program if the household:

(1) is physically present and intends to reside in Vermont as evidenced

by active participation in a housing, employment, or other Agency of Human
Services—recognized plan;

(2) agrees to a coordinated entry assessment that prioritizes the
household for permanent housing, unless explicitly exempt under this chapter;
(3) agrees to engage with a case manager to develop a housing plan,

unless explicitly exempt from case management requirements under this
chapter or by federal law: and

(4) abides by Program rules and refrains from misconduct.

(b)(1) The Office or a community partner shall provide clear written notice

to all applicants regarding penalties for fraud at the time of application.

(2) The Office or a community partner shall not impose a penalty upon

a household for a good faith, immaterial error that was corrected upon notice
within a reasonable period of time.

(3) A household that knowingly provides false, misleading, or

incomplete information regarding residency, disability status, household

composition, or other eligibility criteria shall be subject to termination of
services within 30 days after receiving written notice from the Department or a

community partner.
(4) Pending the outcome of a relevant Human Services Board hearing,
the Office may refer cases of suspected fraud to the Office of the Attorney

General or a State’s Attorney for investigation and prosecution under
applicable State law.

(¢) A household may be terminated from the Program for repeatedly

refusing suitable placements following documented suitability assessments and
reasonable accommodations.

(d) A member or members of an eligible household may be subject to

immediate termination of services as necessary for the safety of others if the
member or members are engaged in:

(1) criminal activity; or

(2) misconduct that is not related to a disability or to victimization
related to abuse, sexual assault, or stalking.
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(e) As used in this section, “misconduct” means documented behaviors that
materially endanger the safety of others, involve the intentional destruction of
property, or constitute illegal activity.

§ 2211. PRIORITIZATION
(a) The Office, either directly or through community partners, shall

prioritize services within the funds appropriated for this purpose to eligible

households who are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless and have a
member who:

(1) is 65 vears of age or older;
(2) has a disability;

(3) 1is a minor child;
(4) is pregnant;

(5) is experiencing domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault,

stalking, human trafficking, or other dangerous or life-threatening conditions;
or

(6) is under court-ordered eviction or constructive eviction due to
circumstances over which the household has no control.

(b)(1) Proof of an eligible household’s disability shall be verified by:

(A) a health care provider licensed or certified and practicing in
Vermont;

(B) a determination or certification from a State- or federally

recognized agency or program that provides services to individuals with
disabilities: or

(C)_self-attestation by the eligible household, subject to verification

by the State or community partner within 30 days when other documentation is
not reasonably available at the time of application.

(2) The presence of an eligible household member’s disability shall be

verified by the Office or a community partner during the household’s initial

application process and shall be redetermined annually if the household is still
receiving services. An eligible household with a member who has a lifelong

disability, such as an intellectual or developmental disability, shall not be
required to have the disability redetermined.

(c) The Office and community partners shall comply with the Americans
with Disabilities Act, 42 U.S.C. § 12101-12213. and section 504 of the

Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 U.S.C. § 794, for the purposes of providing

- 2939 -



reasonable modifications, effective communication, and accessible placements.
Program rules and case management requirements shall be reasonably

modified, including with the use of plain language. as necessary to avoid
discrimination against eligible households with a member who has a disability.
§ 2212. TIME LIMITS FOR PROGRAM PARTICIPATION

(a) Time limits for Program participation shall be governed by the level of
service provided as follows:

(1) Level 1: Any temporary housing that is not provided in the form of
temporary rental assistance through the Program’s prevention and diversion

services shall not exceed 30 days per rolling 12-month period.
(2) Level 2: The Office, in collaboration with shelter providers, shall

establish the maximum length of stay in highly structured shelters and low-
barrier shelters in rule or shelter standards.

(3) Level 3: The Department, in collaboration with other relevant
Agency of Human Services departments, shall establish the maximum length
of stay in specialized shelters in rule or shelter standards.

(4) Level 4: Hotels and motels:

(A) Between April 1 and November 30 of each year, eligible
households may receive housing at hotels and motels with supportive services
for not more than 70 days per rolling 12-month period as calculated from the
date of the eligible household’s application through the same day of the month
12 months later.

(B) Between December 1 and March 31 of each year, eligible
households may receive continuous services in cold-weather-use hotels and
motels, which shall not be applied toward the time limit established in
subdivision (A) of this subdivision (4).

(b) The Department may grant extensions to the time limits established in

subsection (a) of this section pursuant to criteria adopted in rule. including for:

(1) an eligible household actively awaiting a placement in housing,
treatment, or other services;

(2) medical necessity:

(3) lack of reasonable alternative accessible placements for a member of
the eligible household with a disability; and

(4) imminent risk to the health or safety of one or more of the eligible

household’s members.
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§ 2213. CASE MANAGEMENT SERVICES

Each eligible household shall be assigned a case manager, except where
specifically exempted for certain services, which may be from any Agency of
Human Services department or a community partner. Case management
services provided pursuant to this chapter shall be informed by the acuity level
of the eligible household and include individualized supports that connect an
eligible household to public assistance, health care, employment, permanent
housing, and other services. A household may request, but is not guaranteed, a
specific case manager or change in case manager.

§ 2214. NEEDS ASSESSMENT

The Office and community partners shall provide advice and consultation to

the Department of Housing and Community Development in its completion of
a needs assessment that identifies gaps in services for households that are

homeless in the State and includes recommendations to ensure the provision of
equitable services throughout the State.

§ 2215. NOTICE; APPEALS: RIGHT TO FAIR HEARING
(a) The Office or a community partner shall provide written notice to any

applicant or household whose participation in the Program is denied, reduced,
suspended, or terminated. Notice shall include:

(1) the specific factual and legal basis for the Office or community

partner’s decision;

(2) the effective date of the action, which in the case of termination,

reduction, or suspension of services shall provide timely written notice by
email or U.S. mail;

(3) a statement of the right to request a fair hearing pursuant to this
section; and

(4) clear instructions, in plain language, on the process and deadlines for
filing an appeal.
(b) An applicant for or a recipient of assistance pursuant to this chapter

may file a request for a fair hearing with the Human Services Board pursuant
to 3 V.S.A. § 3091 when:

(1) an application for assistance under the Program is denied in whole
or part;

(2) a household’s benefits are terminated, reduced, or suspended; or

(3) the household believes that benefits have not been provided in
accordance with applicable rules or policies.
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(¢) An applicant or household shall file a request for a fair hearing with the
Human Services Board within 60 days after the date of the written notice
pursuant to subsection (a) of this section.

(d) If a household files a request for a fair hearing within 14 days after
receiving notice pursuant to subsection (a) of this section, the Office or
community partner providing notice shall continue to provide services under

the Program without interruption until a decision is issued by the Human
Services Board, unless:

(1) the household voluntarily waives continued services: or

(2) _a household or household member’s continued receipt of services
poses a risk of safety to others.

(e) Fair hearings held pursuant to this section shall be conducted in
accordance with 3 V.S.A. §§ 3090-3091.

§ 2216. RULEMAKING

The Department shall adopt rules pursuant to 3 V.S.A. chapter 25 for the
implementation of the Vermont Homelessness Response Continuum,

addressing at a minimum:
(1) requirements for community providers participating in the Program;
(2) standards for highly structured, low-barrier, and specialized shelters;

(3) documentation requirements for household eligibility, including
disability;

4 required elements for supportive services, including case
management;

(5) the creation of a brief, standardized initial assessment form that may
be completed by hand, electronically, or by telephone;

(6) a process for issuing timely, written approval or denial notifications
to applicants;

(7)__a process for issuing advance notice to households when the
household is being terminated from the Program;

(8) applicant and household appeal procedures;

(9) time limits for Program participation, including procedures for

extensions;

(10) a process for reinstatement of services after a household’s
termination from the Program;
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(11) expectations for the Office’s oversight and gquality monitoring,
including performance measurements applicable to all community partners and

grantees; and
(12) other subjects as deemed necessary.

§ 2217. REPORTING

(a) Annually, as part of the Department’s budget presentation, the
Department shall provide a status report addressing each level of the Vermont

Homelessness Response Continuum. Minimally, the status report shall
address:

(1) the number of households served within each level of the Program;

(2) the average length of participation for households within each level
of the Program and the rate at which households successfully transition to

permanent housing;

(3) the number of households diverted from entering shelters or hotel
and motel placements through prevention and diversion services:

(4) the utilization of hotels and motels, including:

(A) the average nightly number of rooms used;

(B) the average and median length of stay:

(C) _the extent to which hotel and motel usage has decreased relative
to the prior fiscal year:; and

(D) the number of eligible households denied a hotel or motel room
due to authorized rooms being fully occupied;

(5) housing stability outcomes, including rates of return to homelessness
within six and 12 months following exit from the Program;

(6) an assessment of regional capacity and access to services, including
identification of geographic areas with unmet needs or disproportionate
utilization of emergency housing resources;

(7) total expenditures by Program level and funding source, including
State, federal, and other funds, and an analysis of cost efficiency across
housing models; and

(8) any operational barriers to implementation of the Program, along
with recommendations for administrative or legislative action.
(b)  Annually, as part of the Department’s budget presentation, the

Department shall set goals for increased housing capacity, including permanent

supportive housing, permanent affordable housing, and shelter beds. The
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Department shall provide data pertaining to the increased shelter capacity and
the extent to which shelter capacity meets the needs of eligible households

experiencing homelessness each year.

(c) On or before the last day of each month, the Office, or other relevant

agency or department, shall post on its website a substantially similar report to
that due pursuant to 2023 Acts and Resolves No. 81, Sec. 6(b), including the

Office’s monthly expenditure on the Program by level.

* % * Continuums of Care; Required Merger * * *
Sec. 5. MERGER OF CONTINUUMS OF CARE

(a) In order to promote the effective use of resources and continuity of

care, the Department for Children and Families’ Office of Economic
Opportunity shall work in collaboration with the Chittenden County Homeless

Alliance, the Balance of State Continuum of Care, and the U.S. Department of

Housing and Urban Development to establish a single continuum of care in the
State on or before October 1, 2028.

(b) On or before January 15, 2028. the Office shall submit a written report
to the House Committee on Human Services and to the Senate Committee on

Health and Welfare summarizing efforts to establish a single continuum of care
pursuant to this section.

* * * Effective October 1, 2028, Requirements of Grantees * * *
Sec. 6. 33 V.S.A. § 2218 is added to read:

§ 2218. GRANT REQUIREMENTS
Any grant or other agreement executed by the Agency of Human Services
or its departments shall require a community partner, as appropriate, to:

(1) participate in the local housing coalition or other group established
to assist eligible households who are homeless;

(2) utilize the coordinated entry assessment for eligible households who
are homeless or at risk of homelessness;

(3) utilize the appropriate planning process and options for an eligible

household transitioning into permanent housing, including for eligible
households with an individual who has an intellectual or developmental

disability, older Vermonters, or individuals transitioning from a correctional
facility or hospital; and

(4) measure performance outcomes, including diversion success, time to

housing, and housing retention.
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* % * Fiscal Year 2027 Time Limits for Use of Hotels and Motels * * *
Sec. 6a. FISCAL YEAR 2027 TIME LIMITS; HOTELS AND MOTELS

In fiscal year 2027, an eligible household utilizing General Assistance
emergency housing in a hotel or motel during the previous fiscal year shall not

be subject to a reset of the 70-day limit established in 33 V.S.A.
§ 2212(a)(4)(A) until the 12-month anniversary of the eligible household’s

fiscal year 2026 application.

* * * Transition and Rulemaking; Vermont Homelessness Response
Continuum * * *

Sec. 7. TRANSITION TO THE VERMONT HOMELESSNESS RESPONSE
CONTINUUM

Recognizing that the Department and community partners do not have the
capacity to fully implement the Vermont Homelessness Response Continuum

established in 33 V.S.A. chapter 22 on July 1, 2026, the Department through
the Office and community partners shall implement the Program to the fullest
extent of their ability in fiscal year 2027 while developing the capacity to fully
implement the Program in fiscal year 2028.

Sec. 8. INTERIM EMERGENCY RULEMAKING; DEADLINE FOR
ADOPTION OF PERMANENT RULES

(a)(1)  Pending the adoption of permanent rules on the Vermont
Homelessness Response Continuum, the Commissioner for Children and
Families shall adopt and maintain emergency rules pursuant to 3 V.S.A. § 844,
which shall be deemed to meet the standard for emergency rulemaking
pursuant to 3 V.S.A. § 844(a). Emergency rules required by this subsection

shall take effect on September 1, 2026, and shall, at a minimum, address the
required topics listed in 33 V.S.A. § 2216.

(2) Between July 1, 2026, and August 31, 2026, the Commissioner for

Children and Families shall administer the Vermont Homelessness Response
Continuum by applying the General Assistance Emergency Housing rules

approved by the Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules on March 13,
2025, for the administration of this act.

(b)(1) Unless extended by the Legislative Committee on Administrative

Rules pursuant to 3 V.S.A. § 843(c), the Department shall, on or before

October 1, 2027, adopt permanent rules pursuant to 3 V.S.A. chapter 25 on the
Vermont Homelessness Response Continuum as required by 33 V.S.A. § 2216.

(2) Prior to filing the permanent rule with the Secretary of State
pursuant to 3 V.S.A. § 838, the Department shall:
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(A) work in collaboration with stakeholders to develop the rule,
including holding at least five regional stakeholder hearings throughout the
State; and

(B) on or before April 1. 2027, submit a draft of the rules to the
House Committee on Human Services and the Senate Committee on Health
and Welfare for review and consideration of Committee comments.

Sec. 9. IMPLEMENTATION STATUS REPORT; VERMONT
HOMELESSNESS RESPONSE CONTINUUM

On or before February 15, 2027, the Department for Children and Families’
Office of Economic Opportunity shall present a progress report to the House

Committee on Human Services and to the Senate Committee on Health and
Welfare on the Office’s implementation of the Vermont Homelessness
Response Continuum established pursuant to 33 V.S.A. chapter 22. The
Office’s presentation shall include an initial draft of the Department’s

permanent rules for the implementation of the Vermont Homelessness
Response Continuum and any recommendations for legislative action.

* % * Supportive and Shelter Services for Households Experiencing Domestic
or Sexual Violence * * *

Sec. 10. 33 V.S.A. chapter 6 is amended to read:

CHAPTER 6. PREVENTION AND TREATMENT OF SEXUAL ABUSE
AND DOMESTIC AND SEXUAL VIOLENCE

* %k sk

§ 602. SUPPORTIVE SERVICES AND SHELTER FOR HOUSEHOLDS
EXPERIENCING DOMESTIC OR SEXUAL VIOLENCE

The Department shall select and enter into an agreement with a statewide

organization to provide or cause to be provided supportive services and shelter
to those households that are experiencing or that have experienced domestic or

sexual violence. If the statewide organization cannot fulfill its responsibilities
under this section, the Department shall work with another entity to ensure that
there is not a gap in services.

* * * Vermont Rental Assistance Bridge Program * * *
Sec. 11. VERMONT RENTAL ASSISTANCE BRIDGE PROGRAM

(a) The Vermont Rental Assistance Bridge Program is established within

the Vermont State Housing Authority for the purpose of linking households

who require rental assistance to permanent housing when the household does
not otherwise have access to relevant U.S. Department of Housing and Urban

Development rental assistance.
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(b)(1) The Agency shall collaborate with the Vermont State Housing
Authority to develop a framework for establishing a unified housing voucher
program that consolidates the voucher assistance currently provided though the
Agency’s departments. In developing this framework, the Agency and the
Vermont State Housing Authority shall:

(A) analyze the fiscal implications of consolidating existing voucher
programs into a unified program. including projected costs, potential
efficiencies, and impacts on funding sources;

(B) assess the projected impact on the total number of individuals
served and on distinct populations, including:

(1) individuals exiting homelessness:

(i1) individuals facing eviction;

(ii1) individuals with mental health challenges;

(iv) individuals with disabilities; and

(v) any other population served by the department-administered
voucher programs;

(C) _identify administrative, operational, and statutory changes

required to implement a unified program: and

(D)  propose options and recommendations for the structure,

governance, and implementation of the unified program.

(2) The Agency and the Vermont State Housing Authority shall report

their findings and recommendations to the House Committee on Human
Services and to the Senate Committee on Health and Welfare on or before

January 15, 2027.
(¢) The Vermont State Housing Authority and relevant departments of the
Agency of Human Services shall jointly work to:
(1) incorporate existing rental assistance that is funded by the Agency

and its departments and designated for Vermonters exiting homelessness into
the Program established in this section; and

(2) establish eligibility criteria, any prioritization that may be necessary
for this use of funds appropriated for this Program. and the appropriate length
of assistance under this section.

(d) The Program shall not provide the full amount of a household’s rental

payment and shall not be a permanent voucher. Program priority shall be
given to current recipients of the HOME Program, established pursuant to
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10 V.S.A. § 321(b)(2), who have not vet reached 24 months of rental
assistance. Program payments shall be made directly from the Vermont State
Housing Authority to a household’s landlord.

(e)_The Program shall be accessible to eligible households served by each
of the Agency’s departments, with priority given to those exiting homelessness
and not to the exclusion of other eligible populations.

* * * Payment Rate Structure and Fiscal Year 2027 Expenditures * * *
Sec. 12. PAYMENT RATE STRUCTURE; SHELTER SERVICES

The Department for Children and Families, in collaboration with the
Agency of Human Services and relevant community partners, shall propose a
payment rate structure, including periodic rate reviews, for all shelter services
required by this act. The structure shall include a base rate and potential for
supplemental payment to the base if necessary and appropriate.

(1) On or before April 1, 2027, the Department shall submit an interim
report to the House Committee on Human Services and to the Senate
Committee on Health and Welfare regarding the implementation of the
payment rate structure and the Department’s proposed timeline for
implementation.

(2) On or before November 1, 2027, the Department shall submit a final
report to the Joint Fiscal Committee regarding the implementation of the
payment rate structure and the Department’s proposed timeline for
implementation.

Sec. 13. FISCAL YEAR 2027 CAPPED ROOM RATES

In fiscal year 2027, the Department for Children and Families or
community partners shall pay a hotel or motel establishment providing
emergency housing not more than the hotel’s lowest advertised room rate and
not more than $80.00 a day per room to shelter a household participating in the

Vermont Homelessness Response Continuum. The Department for Children

and Families or community partners may shelter a household in more than one
hotel or motel room depending on the household’s size and composition.

Sec. 14. EXPENDITURES; VERMONT HOMELESSNESS RESPONSE
CONTINUUM

(a) This act provides for the fiscal vyear 2027 expenditure of
$82.634.153.00 for the provision of services, implementation of the Vermont
Homelessness Response Continuum, shelter development and operation, rental

assistance, and supportive services, including case management, as follows:
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(1) $39.284.606.00 for the Housing Opportunity Grant Program
operations, of which $38.251,696.00 is base funding from the General Fund,
$830,422.00 is federal funding, and $202,488.00 is from the Global
Commitment Fund;

(2) $4.400.000.00 for the shelter development, of which $1.400.000.00
is base funding from the General Fund and $3.000.000.00 is one-time funding
from the General Fund:

(3) $23.870.000.00 for emergency housing in hotels and motels, of
which $9.251.120.00 is base funding from the General Fund and
$14.118.880.00 is one-time funding from the General Fund;

(4) $2.400,000.00 for case management, of which $2,400,000.00 is base

funding from the General Fund;

5 4.200.000.00 for permanent supportive housing and famil
supportive housing, of which $778.987.00 is base funding from the General
Fund and $3.,421.,013.00 is from the Global Commitment Fund;

(6) $3.000.000.00 for rental assistance, of which $3,000.000.00 is base
funding from the General Fund;

(7)__$500.000.00 for grants to municipalities, of which $500.000.00 is
one-time funding from the General Fund;

(8)  $1.500.000.00 for emergency cold-weather shelters, of which
$1.500.,000.00 is one-time funding from the General Fund;

(9)  $314.618.00 for other expenses, of which $314.618.00 is from
federal funding;

10 3.164.929.00 for staffin rants, and contracts, of which
$1.100,000.00 is base funding from the General Fund and $2.064.929.00 is
one-time funding from the General Fund; and

11 500.000.00 for the Community Resource Center, of which
$500,000.00 is base funding from the General Fund.

(b) Any funds that remain unspent at the end of fiscal year 2027 shall be

carried forward for the same purpose for which they were originally
appropriated in this section.

(c¢) Any funds appropriated for General Assistance emergency housing or
the Housing Opportunity Grant Program that remain unspent at the end of
fiscal year 2026 shall be carried forward for investment in the Vermont
Homelessness Response Continuum in fiscal year 2027.
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(d) On or before October 1, 2026; January 1, 2027; and April 1, 2027, the
Office shall submit a written report to the House Committees on
Appropriations and on Human Services and to the Senate Committee on
Appropriations and on Health and Welfare describing how the funds
referenced in subsection (a) of this section have been utilized to date, including
whether expended funds were one-time or base General Fund, federal funds, or
Global Commitment funds.

* * * Removing General Assistance Annual Report * * *
Sec. 15. 33 V.S.A. § 2115 is amended to read:
§ 2115. GENERALEASSISTANCEPROGRAMREPORT

b
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5)-other-informationthe-Commissioner-deems-appropriate: [Repealed. ]
* * * Effective Dates * * *

Sec. 16. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) This section and Sec. 8 (deadline for adoption of permanent rules;
interim emergency rulemaking) shall take effect on passage.

(b) Sec. 6 (grant requirements) shall take effect on October 1, 2028.

(c) All remaining sections shall take effect on July 1, 2026.
(Committee vote: 4-1-0)

(For House amendments, see House Journal of March 27, 2026, pages 3660-
3661)
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House Proposal of Amendment
S. 209.
An act relating to prohibiting civil arrest in sensitive locations.

The House proposes to the Senate to amend the bill by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 12 V.S.A. § 3577 is amended to read:
§ 3577. PRIVILEGE FROM ARREST

(a) The Governor, Lieutenant Governor, State Treasurer, Secretary of State,
Auditor of Accounts, Attorney General, and members of the General
Assembly and officers and witnesses whose duty it is to attend thereon, in all
cases except treason, felony, and breach of the peace, shall be privileged from
arrest and imprisonment during their necessary attendance on and in going to
and returning from the General Assembly.

(b) A party or witness in a cause pending in any court in the State or before
special masters, auditors, referees, or commissioners, and a witness in a
criminal cause pending in any such court, shall not be arrested, imprisoned, or
detained by virtue of civil process. Any witness summoned from outside the
State in a criminal cause, pending in any court within the State, shall be
privileged from the service of papers of any kind whatsoever, and from arrest
for any cause while going to, attending at, or returning from such court or trial
of such cause.

(c)(1) Prohibition. A person shall not be subject to civil arrest while;
(A) traveling to, entering, remaining at, or returning from a:
(i) court proceeding; or

(i1) educational institution; or

(B) on the premises of a:

(1) building owned and wholly controlled by the State or a
political subdivision of the State where members of the public may enter in
order to conduct governmental business;

(i1) office operated by the Department of Motor Vehicles that is
open to the public;

(ii1) public library;

(iv) polling place;
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(v)_social services establishment, which includes a crisis center,
domestic violence shelter, victim services center, child advocacy center,

supervised visitation center, family justice center, facility that serves disabled
persons, homeless shelter, substance use disorder counseling and treatment

facility, and food pantry or similar establishment that distributes food or other
essentials of life to persons in need;

(vi)_place of worship:

(vii) facility licensed as a children’s camp or that serves as a day

(viii) health care facility.

(2) Exceptions. Subdivision (1) of this subsection shall not apply to:
(A) an arrest pursuant to a judicially issued warrant or a court order;

(B) an arrest for contempt of the court where the proceeding is
occurring; or

(C) an arrest to maintain order or safety in the court where the
proceeding is occurring.

(3) Remedies.

(A) A person who violates this subsection (¢) by knowingly and
willfully executing er-asststing-with an arrest prohibited by subdivision (1) of

this subsection (c) shall-be-subjeet-to-contemptproceedings-and;

(1) may be liable in a civil action for false imprisonment; and

(ii) shall be subject to contempt proceedings, if the arrest is

pursuant to subdivision (1)(A)(Q) of this subsection (¢).

(B) A person who is arrested in violation of subdivision (1) of this
subsection (c) may bring a civil action against the violator for damages;
injunctive, equitable, or declaratory relief; punitive damages; and reasonable
costs and attorney’s fees.

(C) The Office of the Attorney General may bring a civil action on
behalf of the State of Vermont for appropriate injunctive, equitable, or
declaratory relief if there is reasonable cause to believe that a violation of
subdivision (1) of this subsection (c¢) has occurred or will occur.

(D) No action under this subsection (c) shall be brought against the
Judiciary or any of its members or employees for actions taken to maintain
order or safety in the courts.

- 2952 -



(E) This section shall not be construed to limit or infringe upon any
right, privilege, or remedy available under common law or any other provision
of law or rule.

(F) Notwithstanding section 3578 of this title, the protections and
remedies afforded by this subsection (c) apply irrespective of when the
privilege against civil arrest is invoked.

(4) Definition Definitions. As used in this subsection;:

(A)(1) “etvil Civil arrest” means an arrest for purposes of obtaining a
person’s presence or attendance at a civil proceeding, including an
immigration proceeding.

(i1) “Civil arrest” does not include:

() temporary custody of a person pending a warrant pursuant
to 18 V.S.A. § 7505(b); or

(II)  holding a person for admission to a hospital for an
emergency examination pursuant to 18 V.S.A. § 7504.

(B) “Children’s camp’ has the same meaning as in 18 V.S.A. § 4301.
(C)(1) “Educational institution” means:
(I)_a public school, as that term is defined in 16 V.S.A. § 11(7);
(II) an independent school, as that term is defined in 16 V.S.A.

11(8):;
(III) a regional CTE center, as that term is defined in 16 V.S.A.

§ 1522(4);

(IV) an approved education program, as that term is defined in
16 V.S.A. § 11(34);

(V) _a prequalified private provider, as that term is defined in 16
V.S.A. § 829(a)(3);

(VD)  a postsecondary school, as that term is defined in
16 V.S.A. § 176(b)(1):

(VI)  an educational program operated by a board of
cooperative education services pursuant to 16 V.S.A. chapter 10;

(VIII) a tutorial program, as that term is defined in 16 V.S.A.
§ 11(27); and

(IX) an adult education and secondary credential program
operated pursuant to 16 V.S.A. § 945.
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(ii) “Educational institution” also extends to grounds operated by,
activities sponsored by, transportation provided by, and programs related to
educational institutions.

(D) “Health care facility” has the same meaning as in 18 V.S.A.
§ 9402(6).

(E) ‘“Polling place” means a place that a municipality has designated
to the Secretary of State as a polling place pursuant to 17 V.S.A. § 2502(f).

(F) “Public library” has the same meaning as in 22 V.S.A. § 101.
Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.
CONFIRMATIONS

The following appointments will be considered by the Senate, as a group,
under suspension of the Rules, as moved by the President pro tempore, for
confirmation together and without debate, by consent thereby given by the
Senate. However, upon request of any senator, any appointment may be
singled out and acted upon separately by the Senate, with consideration given
to the report of the Committee to which the appointment was referred, and
with full debate; and further, all appointments for the positions of Secretaries
of Agencies, Commissioners of Departments, Judges, Magistrates, and
members of the Public Utility Commission and the Cannabis Control Board,
underlined below, shall be fully and separately acted upon.

Dani Delaini of Brattleboro, VT — Public Member of the State Infrastructure
Bank Board — By Senator Hardy for the Committee on Finance (April 28,
2026)

John Hollar of Montpelier, VT — Member of the Capitol Complex Commission
— By Senator Plunkett for the Committee on Institutions (May 13, 2026)

Jon Murad of Burlington, VI — Commissioner of the Department of
Corrections — By Senator Plunkett for the Committee on Institutions (May 13,
2026)

JFO NOTICE

Grants and Positions that have been submitted to the Joint Fiscal Committee
by the Administration, under 32 V.S.A. §5(b)(3):

JFO #3277: $36,000.00 to the Vermont Legislature, Sergeant at Arms office
from the National Conference of State Legislatures. The grant will extend up
to $500.00 to each member of the General Assembly to secure their homes.
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Funds would be available once as a reimbursement during the lawmaker’s
service for expenses incurred after June 1, 2026.
[Received April 14, 2026]

FOR INFORMATION ONLY
CROSSOVER DATES

The Joint Rules Committee established the following crossover deadlines:

(1) All Senate/House bills must be reported out of the last committee of
reference (including the Committees on Appropriations and Finance/Ways and
Means, except as provided below in (2) and the exceptions listed below) on or
before Friday, March 13, 2026, and filed with the Secretary/Clerk so they
may be placed on the Calendar for Notice the next legislative day. Committee
bills must be voted out of Committee by Friday, March 13, 2026.

(2) All Senate/House bills referred pursuant to Senate Rule 31 or House
Rule 35(a) to the Committees on Appropriations and Finance/Ways and Means
must be reported out by the last of those committees on or before Friday,
March 20, 2026, and filed with the Secretary/Clerk so they may be placed on
the Calendar for Notice the next legislative day.

Note: The Senate will not act on bills that do not meet these crossover
deadlines, without the consent of the Senate Rules Committee.

Exceptions to the foregoing deadlines include the major money bills
(the General Appropriations Bill (“The Big Bill”), the Transportation
Capital Bill, the Capital Construction Bill, and the Fee/Revenue Bills).
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