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ORDERS OF THE DAY

ACTION CALENDAR
NEW BUSINESS
Third Reading
S. 243.

An act relating to distributing funds to the Vermont Language Justice
Project.

Second Reading
Favorable
H. 649.
An act relating to captive insurance companies.

Reported favorably by Senator Chittenden for the Committee on
Finance.

(Committee vote:7-0-0)
(For House amendments, see House Journal of January 15, 2026, page 2794)
Favorable with Recommendation of Amendment
S. 183.
An act relating to home improvement and land improvement fraud.

Reported favorably with recommendation of amendment by Senator
Norris for the Committee on Judiciary.

The Committee recommends that the bill be amended as follows:

In Sec. 1, 13 V.S.A. § 2029, by striking out subsection (b) in its entirety and
inserting in lieu thereof a new subsection (b) to read as follows:

(b) A person commits the offense of home improvement or land
improvement fraud when the person knowingly enters into a contract, er
agreement, or change order, written or oral, for $1,000.00 or more, with an
owner for home improvement or land improvement, or into several contracts,
er agreements, or change orders for $2,500.00 or more in the aggregate, with
more than one owner for home improvement or land improvement, and the
person knowingly:

(1)YA)—failstoperform-the-contract-or-agreement—in—whele-erinpart;
and
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(iH)—make-the-payment promises performance that the person does

not intend to perform or knows will not be performed, in whole or in part;

(2) misrepresents a material fact relating to the terms of the contract, e
agreement, or change order or to the condition of any portion of the property
involved;

(3) uses or employs any unfair or deceptive act or practice in order to
induce, encourage, or solicit such person to enter into any contract, er
agreement, or change order or to modify the terms of the original contract, er
agreement, or change order; or

(4) when there is a declared state of emergency, charges for goods or
services related to the emergency a price that exceeds two times the average
price for the goods or services and the increase is not attributable to the
additional costs incurred in connection with providing those goods or services.

(Committee vote: 5-0-0)
S. 230.
An act relating to flexible working arrangements.

Reported favorably with recommendation of amendment by Senator
Chittenden for the Committee on Economic Development, Housing and
General Affairs.

The Committee recommends that the bill be amended by striking out all
after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 21 V.S.A. § 471 is amended to read:
§ 471. DEFINITIONS
As used in this subchapter:

* %k 3k

(5) “Employee” means a person who, in consideration of direct or
indirect gain or profit, has been continuously employed by the same employer
for a period of one year for an average of at least 30 hours per week or meets
the service requirement set forth in 29 C.F.R. § 825.801 (airline flight crew
employees) or 29 C.F.R. § 825.110(c)(3) (full-time teachers, as defined in 29
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C.F.R. § 825.102. of an elementary or secondary school system or institution
of higher education).

* %k sk

Sec. 2. 21 V.S.A. § 495d is amended to read:
§ 495d. DEFINITIONS
As used in this subchapter:

* %k sk

(15) “Crime victim” means any of the following:

(A) a person who has obtained a relief from abuse order issued under
15 V.S.A. § 1103;

(B) a person who has obtained an order against stalking or sexual
assault issued under 12 V.S.A. chapter 178;

(C) a person who has obtained an order against abuse of a vulnerable
adult issued under 33 V.S.A. chapter 69; er

(D)(1) a victim as defined in 13 V.S.A. § 5301, provided that the
victim is identified as a crime victim in an affidavit filed by a law enforcement
official with a prosecuting attorney of competent state or federal jurisdiction;
and

(i1) shall include the victim’s child, foster child, parent, spouse,
stepchild or ward of the victim who lives with the victim, or a parent of the
victim’s spouse, provided that the individual is not identified in the affidavit as
the defendant:; or

(E) a person who is a survivor of domestic violence, sexual assault,

or stalking and who has supporting documentation from any one of the
following sources:

(1) a court or law enforcement or other government agency:

(ii)) a domestic violence, sexual assault, or stalking assistance

program;
(ii1) a legal. clerical, medical, or other professional from whom

the person has received counseling or other assistance concerning domestic
violence, sexual assault, or stalking; or

(iv) a self-attestation by the person describing the circumstances
supporting the person’s status as a survivor of domestic violence, sexual

assault, and stalking for which no further corroboration shall be required

unless otherwise mandated by law. A self-attestation shall include the
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following language above the person’s signature and date: “I declare that the
above statement is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge or belief. 1

understand that if the above statement is false, I will be subject to the penalty
of perjury or other sanctions in the discretion of the court.”

* %k sk

(18) “Domestic violence” has the same meaning as in 15 V.S.A. § 1151
and includes the definition of “abuse” in 15 V.S.A. § 1101.

(19) “Sexual assault” has the same meaning as in 12 V.S.A. § 5131.
(20) “Stalking” has the same meaning as in 12 V.S.A. § 5131.

Sec. 3. 21 V.S.A. § 495g is amended to read:

§ 495¢. PROVISION APPLICABLE TO COLLEGE PROFESSORS

Sec. 4. EFFECTIVE DATES
This act shall take effect on July 1. 2026.

and that after passage the title of the bill be amended to read: “An act relating
to fair employment practices”

(Committee vote: 5-0-0)
Joint Resolutions For Action
J.R.S. 43.

Joint resolution providing for a Joint Assembly to vote on the retention of
six Superior Court Judges.

PENDING QUESTION: Shall the resolution be adopted?

(For text of resolution, see Senate Journal of February 27, 2026, pages 223-
224.)

Senate Resolutions For Action
S.R. 22.

Senate resolution relating to concurrently conducted electronic committee
meetings.
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PENDING QUESTION: Shall the resolution be adopted?

(For text of resolution, see Senate Journal for Thursday, February 26, 2026,
page 211)

S.R. 23.
Senate resolution relating to electronic participation in Senate Sessions.
PENDING QUESTION: Shall the resolution be adopted?

(For text of resolution, see Senate Journal for Thursday, February 26, 2026,
page 211)

NOTICE CALENDAR
Second Reading
Favorable with Recommendation of Amendment
S. 173.

An act relating to workers’ compensation and the Vermont Labor Relations
Board.

Reported favorably with recommendation of amendment by Senator
Weeks for the Committee on Economic Development, Housing and
General Affairs.

The Committee recommends that the bill be amended by striking out all
after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 21 V.S.A. § 641 is amended to read:
§ 641. VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION

(a) When as a result of an injury covered by this chapter, an employee is
unable to perform work for which the employee has previous training or
experience, the employee shall be entitled to vocational rehabilitation services,
including retraining and job placement, as may be reasonably necessary to
restore the employee to suitable employment. Vocational rehabilitation
services shall be provided as follows:

(1) The employer shall designate a vocational rehabilitation provider
from a list provided by the Commissioner to initially provide services.
Thereafter, absent good cause, the employee may have only one opportunity to
select another vocational rehabilitation provider from a list provided by the
Commissioner upon giving the employer written notice of the employee’s
reasons for dissatisfaction with the designated provider and the name and
address of the provider selected by the employee.

274 -



(2) The Department shall provide an injured worker with a form that
includes information and employee rights. The form shall clearly and simply
explain the worker’s rights, including the choice of provider, the right to
challenge a determination, the right to request vocational rehabilitation
services in the future if the work injury affects the worker’s ability to earn the
worker’s preinjury wage, and reimbursement for related expenses. The worker
shall sign the form and return it to the Department.

(3) The Commissioner shall adopt rules to ensure that a worker who
requests services or who has been out of work for more than 90 days is timely

and—eost-effeetively—sercenedforbenefits—under—this—seetion referred to a

vocational rehabilitation counselor. The rules shall:

(A) Provide that all vocational rehabilitation work;-exeeptfor-initial
sereenings; be performed by a Vermont-certified vocational rehabilitation
counselor, including counselors currently certified pursuant to the rules of the

Department Initial —sereenings—shall-beperformed by—an—individual with

| Repealed |

(D) Preteetagainst-petential-conflicts—ofinterestintheassignment
and-performanee-ofinitial sereenings: [Repealed.]

(E) Ensure the injured worker has a choice of a vocational
rehabilitation counselor.

(F) Ensure the injured worker may initiate vocational rehabilitation
services with the worker’s chosen vocational rehabilitation provider if the
employer fails to assign a vocational rehabilitation provider within 90 days
following the worker being out of work.

* % %
Sec. 2. VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION WORKING GROUP; REPORT

(a) Creation. There is created the Vocational Rehabilitation Working
Group to provide recommendations to the General Assembly on how to
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improve the current vocational rehabilitation system to ensure that it meets the
needs of eligible injured workers in a timely and cost-effective manner.

(b) Membership. The Working Group shall be composed of the following

members:

(1) _the Director of Workers’ Compensation and Safety or designee;

(2) two representatives on behalf of workers’ compensation claimants,
one of whom shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House and one of whom

shall be appointed by the Committee on Committees:;

(3) two representatives on behalf of employers and workers’
compensation insurance carriers, one of whom shall be appointed by the

Speaker of the House and one of whom shall be appointed by the Committee
on Committees; and

(4) two vocational rehabilitation counselors currently certified in
Vermont, one of whom shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House and one
of whom shall be appointed by the Committee on Committees.

(c) Powers and Duties. The Working Group shall meet over the summer
and fall to discuss and develop recommendations on how to improve the
current vocational rehabilitation system and prepare recommendations for

consideration by the General Assembly. The Working Group shall consider
the following questions:

(1) What mechanisms could better identify which claimants are likely to

require vocational rehabilitation services?

(2) Could utilization of vocational services be improved by enabling

claimants to access vocational rehabilitation benefits while receiving wage
replacement benefits?

(3) Could the workers’ compensation system take into account the

diminished earning capacity of those claimants who are unable to earn a

preinjury wage but are not eligible to receive permanent total disability
benefits?

(4) Should the average weekly wage be indexed to the cost of living for
vocational rehabilitation purposes?

(5) _What improvements could be made to ensure that vocational
rehabilitation providers who provide services to workers’ compensation

claimants are familiar with Vermont’s workers’ compensation system?
(6) Are some of the current requirements for providing vocational
rehabilitation services too onerous and administratively unnecessary?
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(7)  _How could the Department of Labor’s oversight of vocational
rehabilitation be improved?

(8) How could vocational rehabilitation services be provided in a way
that is more cost-effective for the workers’ compensation system?

(d) Meetings. The Director of Workers’ Compensation and Safety shall

call the first meeting of the Working Group to occur on or before August 14,
2026.

(e) Assistance. The Working Group shall have the administrative,

technical, and legal assistance of the Department of Labor.

Report. On or before December 15, 2026, the Working Group shall

submit a written report to the House Committee on Commerce and Economic
Development and the Senate Committee on Economic Development, Housing
and General Affairs with its findings and any recommendations for legislative
action. The Working Group shall cease to exist upon submission of the report.

(g) Compensation and reimbursement. Except for those members regularly

employed by the State, members of the Working Group shall be entitled to
reimbursement of expenses as permitted under 32 V.S.A. § 1010 for not more

than five meetings. These payments shall be made from monies appropriated
to the Department of Labor.

and that after passage the title of the bill be amended to read: “An act
relating to vocational rehabilitation”

(Committee vote: 5-0-0)

Reported favorably by Senator Watson for the Committee on
Appropriations.

The Committee recommends that the bill ought to pass when amended as
recommended by the Committee on Economic Development, Housing and
General Affairs.

(Committee vote: 5-0-2)
S. 179.
An act relating to the Uniform Disclaimer of Property Interests Act.

Reported favorably with recommendation of amendment by Senator
Mattos for the Committee on Judiciary.

The Committee recommends that the bill be amended by striking out all
after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 14 V.S.A. chapter 129 is added to read:
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CHAPTER 129. VERMONT DISCLAIMER OF PROPERTY INTERESTS
ACT

§4101. SHORT TITLE

This chapter may be cited as the “Vermont Uniform Disclaimer of Property
Interests Act.”

§4102. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

(1) “Disclaimant” means the person to whom a disclaimed interest or

power would have passed had the disclaimer not been made.

(2) “Disclaimed interest” means the interest that would have passed to
the disclaimant had the disclaimer not been made.

(3) “Disclaimer” means the refusal to accept an interest in or power over
property.

(4) “Fiduciary” means a personal representative, trustee, agent acting
under a power of attorney, or other person authorized to act as a fiduciary with
respect to the property of another person.

(5) “Jointly held property”” means property held in the name of two or

more persons under an arrangement in which all holders have concurrent
interests and under which the last surviving holder is entitled to the whole of

the property.
(6) ‘“Person” means an individual, corporation, business trust, estate,

trust, partnership, limited liability company, association, joint venture,
government, gsovernmental subdivision, governmental agency, governmental

instrumentality, public corporation, or any other legal or commercial entity.

(7) “Personal representative” means a duly appointed representative of a
probate estate, such as an executor or administrator.

(8) “‘State” means a state of the United States, the District of Columbia,

Puerto Rico, the United States Virgin Islands, or any territory or insular
possession subject to the jurisdiction of the United States. The term includes

an Indian tribe or band, or Alaskan native village, recognized by federal law or
formally acknowledged by a state.

(9) “Trust” means:

(A) an express trust, charitable or noncharitable, with additions
thereto, whenever and however created; or
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(B) a trust created pursuant to a statute, judgment, or decree that
requires the trust to be administered in the manner of an express trust.

§ 4103. SCOPE

This chapter applies to disclaimers of any interest in or power over
property, whenever created.

§4104. SUPPLEMENTED BY OTHER LAW

(a) Unless displaced by a provision of this chapter, the principles of law
and equity supplement this chapter.

(b) This chapter does not limit any right of a person to waive, release,
disclaim, or renounce an interest in or power over property under a law other

than this chapter.

§ 4105. POWER TO DISCLAIM: GENERAL REQUIREMENTS:; WHEN
IRREVOCABLE

(a) A person may disclaim, in whole or in part, any interest in or power
over property, including a power of appointment. A person may disclaim the

interest or power even if its creator imposed a spendthrift provision or similar
restriction on transfer or a restriction or limitation on the right to disclaim.

(b) Except to the extent a fiduciary’s right to disclaim is expressly
restricted or limited by another statute of this State or by the instrument
creating the fiduciary relationship, a fiduciary may disclaim, in whole or in
part, any interest in or power over property, including a power of appointment,
whether acting in a personal or representative capacity. A fiduciary may
disclaim the interest or power even if its creator imposed a spendthrift

provision or similar restriction on transfer or a restriction or limitation on the
right to disclaim, or an instrument other than the instrument that created the

fiduciary relationship imposed a restriction or limitation on the right to
disclaim.

(¢) To the extent that there is no material conflict of interest, a parent, as

defined in 15C V.S.A. § 102(16), can disclaim on behalf of the parent’s minor,

if a guardian has not been or is not required to be appointed for the child.

(d) To be effective, a disclaimer shall be in a writing or other record,
declare the disclaimer, describe the interest or power disclaimed, be signed,

and be delivered or filed in the manner provided in section 4112 of this title.
As used in this subsection:

(1) “Record” means information that is inscribed on a tangible medium

or that is stored in an electronic or other medium and is retrievable in
perceivable form.
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(2) “Signed” means:

(A) by the person making the disclaimer, or by another individual

directed by the person making the disclaimer to sign the name of the person

making the disclaimer in the presence of the person making the disclaimer and
two credible witnesses who shall also sign the record in the presence of all

parties hereto: and

(B) with present intent to authenticate or adopt a record to:

(i) execute or adopt a tangible symbol; or

(i1) attach to or logically associate with the record an electronic
sound, symbol, or process.

(e) A partial disclaimer may be expressed as a fraction, percentage,

monetary amount, term of years, limitation of a power, or any other interest or
estate in the property.

(f) A disclaimer becomes irrevocable when it is delivered or filed pursuant
to section 4112 of this title or when it becomes effective as provided in
sections 4107—4111 of this title, whichever occurs later.

(g) A disclaimer made under this chapter is not a transfer, assignment, or

release.

§ 4106. DISCLAIMER OF INTEREST IN PROPERTY

(a) As used in this section:

(1) “Future interest” means an interest that takes effect in possession or
enjoyment, if at all, later than the time of its creation.

(2) “Time of distribution” means the time when a disclaimed interest
would have taken effect in possession or enjoyment.

(b) Except for a disclaimer governed by section 4107 or 4108 of this title,
the following rules apply to a disclaimer of an interest in property:

(1) The disclaimer takes effect as of the time the instrument creating the
interest becomes irrevocable, or, if the interest arose under the law of intestate
succession, as of the time of the intestate’s death.

(2) The disclaimed interest passes according to any provision in the
instrument creating the interest providing for the disposition of the interest,
should it be disclaimed, or of disclaimed interests in general.

(3) If the instrument does not contain a provision described in
subdivision (2) of this subsection, the following rules apply:
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(A) If the disclaimant is not an individual, the disclaimed interest

passes as if the disclaimant did not exist.
(B) If the disclaimant is an individual, except as otherwise provided
in_subdivisions (C) and (D) of this subdivision (3), the disclaimed interest

passes as if the disclaimant had died immediately before the time of
distribution.

(C) If by law or under the instrument, the descendants of the

disclaimant would share in the disclaimed interest by any method of
representation _had the disclaimant died before the time of distribution, the

disclaimed interest passes only to the descendants of the disclaimant who
survive the time of distribution.

(D) If the disclaimed interest would pass to the disclaimant’s estate

had the disclaimant died before the time of distribution, the disclaimed interest
instead passes by representation to the descendants of the disclaimant who
survive the time of distribution. If no descendant of the disclaimant survives
the time of distribution, the disclaimed interest passes to those persons,
including the state but excluding the disclaimant, and in such shares as would
succeed to the transferor’s intestate estate under the intestate succession law of
the transferor’s domicile had the transferor died at the time of distribution.
However, if the transferor’s surviving spouse is living but is remarried at the
time of distribution, the transferor is deemed to have died unmarried at the
time of distribution.

(4) Upon the disclaimer of a preceding interest, a future interest held by

a person other than the disclaimant takes effect as if the disclaimant had died
or ceased to exist immediately before the time of distribution, but a future
interest held by the disclaimant is not accelerated in possession or enjoyment.

§ 4107. DISCLAIMER OF RIGHTS OF SURVIVORSHIP IN JOINTLY
HELD PROPERTY

(a) _Upon the death of a holder of jointly held property, a surviving holder
may disclaim, in whole or part, the greater of:

(1) a fractional share of the property determined by dividing the number

one by the number of joint holders alive immediately before the death of the
holder to whose death the disclaimer relates: or

(2) all of the property except that part of the value of the entire interest
attributable to the contribution furnished by the disclaimant.
(b) A disclaimer under subsection (a) of this section takes effect as of the

death of the holder of jointly held property to whose death the disclaimer
relates.
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(¢) _An interest in jointly held property disclaimed by a surviving holder of
the property passes as if the disclaimant predeceased the holder to whose death
the disclaimer relates.

§ 4108. DISCLAIMER OF INTEREST BY TRUSTEE

If a trustee disclaims an interest in property that otherwise would have
become trust property, the interest does not become trust property.

§ 4109. DISCLAIMER OF POWER OF APPOINTMENT OR OTHER
POWER NOT HELD IN FIDUCIARY CAPACITY

If a holder disclaims a power of appointment or other power not held in a
fiduciary capacity, the following rules apply:

(1) _If the holder has not exercised the power, the disclaimer takes effect
as of the time the instrument creating the power becomes irrevocable.

(2) _If the holder has exercised the power and the disclaimer is of a

power other than a presently exercisable general power of appointment, the
disclaimer takes effect immediately after the last exercise of the power.

(3) The instrument creating the power is construed as if the power
expired when the disclaimer became effective.

§4110. DISCLAIMER BY APPOINTEE, OBJECT, OR TAKER IN
DEFAULT OF EXERCISE OF POWER OF APPOINTMENT

(a) A disclaimer of an interest in property by an appointee of a power of
appointment takes effect as of the time the instrument by which the holder
exercises the power becomes irrevocable.

(b) A disclaimer of an interest in property by a permissible appointee or
taker in default of an exercise of a power of appointment takes effect as of the
time the instrument creating the power becomes irrevocable.

§4111. DISCLAIMER OF POWER HELD IN FIDUCIARY CAPACITY

(a) If a fiduciary disclaims a power held in a fiduciary capacity that has not
been exercised, the disclaimer takes effect as of the time the instrument
creating the power becomes irrevocable.

(b) If a fiduciary disclaims a power held in a fiduciary capacity that has
been exercised, the disclaimer takes effect immediately after the last exercise
of the power.

(¢) A disclaimer under this section is effective as to another fiduciary if the

disclaimer so provides and the fiduciary disclaiming has the authority to bind
the estate. trust, or other person for whom the fiduciary is acting.
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4112. DELIVERY OR FILING

(a) As used in this section, “beneficiary designation” means an instrument,
other than an instrument creating a trust, naming the beneficiary of:

(1) an annuity or insurance policy;

(2) an account with a designation for payment on death;

(3) a security registered in beneficiary form:

(4) a pension, profit-sharing, retirement, or other employment-related
benefit plan: or

(5) any other nonprobate transfer at death, including an enhanced life
estate deed created pursuant to 27 V.S.A. chapter 6.

(b) _Subject to subsections (¢)—(m) of this section, delivery of a disclaimer
may be effected by personal delivery, first-class mail, or any other method
likely to result in its receipt.

(c) In the case of an interest created under the law of intestate succession or
an interest created by will, other than an interest in a testamentary trust:

(1) the disclaimer shall be delivered to the personal representative of the
decedent’s estate; or

(2) if no personal representative is then serving, the disclaimer shall be
filed with a court having jurisdiction to appoint the personal representative.

(d) In the case of an interest in a testamentary trust:

(1) the disclaimer shall be delivered to the trustee then serving, or if no
trustee is then serving, to the personal representative of the decedent’s estate;
or

(2) if no personal representative is then serving, the disclaimer shall be
filed with a court having jurisdiction to enforce the trust.

(e) In the case of an interest in an inter vivos trust:

(1) the disclaimer must be delivered to the trustee then serving;

(2) if no trustee is then serving, the disclaimer shall be filed with a court
having jurisdiction to enforce the trust; or

(3) if the disclaimer is made before the time the instrument creating the
trust becomes irrevocable, the disclaimer shall be delivered to the settlor of a
revocable trust or the transferor of the interest.
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(f) In the case of an interest created by a beneficiary designation that is

disclaimed before the designation becomes irrevocable, the disclaimer shall be
delivered to the person making the beneficiary designation.
(2) In the case of an interest in personal property created by a beneficiary

designation that is disclaimed after the designation becomes irrevocable, the
disclaimer shall be delivered to the person obligated to distribute the interest.

(h) If real property or an interest in real property is disclaimed, a copy of
the disclaimer shall be recorded in the land records of the town in which the
property or interest disclaimed is located.

(1) In the case of a disclaimer by a surviving holder of jointly held
property, the disclaimer shall be delivered to the person to whom the
disclaimed interest passes.

(1)_In the case of a disclaimer by a permissible appointee or taker in default
of exercise of a power of appointment at any time after the power was created:

(1) the disclaimer shall be delivered to the holder of the power or to the
fiduciary acting under the instrument that created the power: or

(2) if no fiduciary is then serving, the disclaimer shall be filed with a
court having authority to appoint the fiduciary.

(k) In the case of a disclaimer by an appointee of a nonfiduciary power of
appointment:
(1) the disclaimer shall be delivered to the holder, the personal

representative of the holder’s estate or to the fiduciary under the instrument
that created the power; or

(2) if no fiduciary is then serving, the disclaimer shall be filed with a
court having authority to appoint the fiduciary.

() _In the case of a disclaimer by a fiduciary of a power over a trust or
estate, the disclaimer shall be delivered as provided in subsection (¢), (d), or
(e) of this section, as if the power disclaimed were an interest in property.

(m) In the case of a disclaimer of a power by an agent, the disclaimer shall
be delivered to the principal or the principal’s representative.

§4113. WHEN DISCLAIMER BARRED OR LIMITED

(a) A disclaimer is barred by a written waiver of the right to disclaim.

(b) A disclaimer of an interest in property is barred if any of the following
events occur before the disclaimer becomes effective:

(1) the disclaimant accepts the interest sought to be disclaimed;
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(2) the disclaimant voluntarily assigns, conveys, encumbers, pledges, or

transfers the interest sought to be disclaimed or contracts to do so: or

(3) a judicial sale of the interest sought to be disclaimed occurs.

(¢) A disclaimer, in whole or part, of the future exercise of a power held in
a fiduciary capacity is not barred by its previous exercise.

(d) A disclaimer, in whole or part, of the future exercise of a power not
held in a fiduciary capacity is not barred by its previous exercise unless the

power is exercisable in favor of the disclaimant.
(e) A disclaimer is barred or limited if so provided by law other than this
chapter.

(f) A disclaimer of a power over property that is barred by this section is
ineffective. A disclaimer of an interest in property that is barred by this
section takes effect as a transfer of the interest disclaimed to the persons who
would have taken the interest under this chapter had the disclaimer not been
barred.

§4114. TAX QUALIFIED DISCLAIMER

Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, if as a result of a
disclaimer or transfer the disclaimed or transferred interest is treated pursuant
to the provisions of the Internal Revenue Code, as may be amended, or any
regulations promulgated under it, as never having been transferred to the
disclaimant, then the disclaimer or transfer is effective as a disclaimer under

this chapter.
§ 4115. RECORDING OF DISCLAIMER

If an instrument transferring an interest in or power over property subject to
a disclaimer is required or permitted by law to be filed, recorded, or registered.
then the disclaimer may be so filed, recorded, or registered. Failure to file,
record, or register the disclaimer does not affect its validity as between the

disclaimant and persons to whom the property interest or power passes by
reason of the disclaimer.

§ 4116. APPLICATION TO EXISTING RELATIONSHIPS
Except as otherwise provided in section 4113 of this title, an interest in or

power over property existing on the effective date of this chapter as to which

the time for delivering or filing a disclaimer under law superseded by this
chapter has not expired may be disclaimed after the effective date of this

chapter.
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§4117. RELATION TO ELECTRONIC SIGNATURES IN GLOBAL AND
NATIONAL COMMERCE ACT

This chapter modifies, limits, and supersedes the federal Electronic
Signatures in Global and National Commerce Act, 15 U.S.C. § 7001, et seq.,
but does not modify, limit, or supersede Section 101(c) of that act (15 U.S.C.

§ 7001(c)) or authorize electronic delivery of any of the notices described in
Section 103(b) of that act (15 U.S.C. § 7003(b)).

§4118. UNIFORMITY OF APPLICATION AND CONSTRUCTION

In applying and construing this uniform act, consideration shall be given to
the need to promote uniformity of the law with respect to its subject matter
among states that enact it.

Sec. 2. REPEAL

14 V.S.A. chapter 83 (Uniform Disclaimer of Property Interests Act) is
repealed.
Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.

(Committee vote: 4-0-1)
S. 213.
An act relating to the use of smart meters by public water systems.

Reported favorably with recommendation of amendment by Senator
Hardy for the Committee on Natural Resources and Energy.

The Committee recommends that the bill be amended by striking out all
after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 10 V.S.A. § 1671 is amended to read:
§ 1671. DEFINITIONS
As used in this chapter:

(1) “Drinking water” means noncarbonated water that is intended for
human consumption or other consumer uses whether provided by a public
water system or in a container, bottle, or package, or in bulk, including water
used for production of ice, foodstuffs, or other products designed for human
consumption.

(2) “Department” means the Department of Environmental
Conservation.

- 286 -



3) “Person” means any individual;; partnership;; companys;
corporation;; cooperative;; associations;; unincorporated association;; joint
ventures; trust;; the State of Vermont or any department, agency, subdivision,
or municipality;; the U.S. government or any department, agency, or
subdivisions; or any other legal or commercial entity.

(4) “Public water source” means any surface water or groundwater
supply used as a source of drinking water for a public water system.

(5)(A) “Public water system” means any system, or combination of
systems owned or controlled by a person, that provides drinking water through
pipes or other constructed conveyances to the public and that:

(1) has at least 15 service connections; or

(i) serves an average of at least 25 individuals for at least 60 days
a year.

(B) “Public water system” shall also mean means any part of a piped
system that does not provide drinking water, if use of such a part could affect
the quality or quantity of the drinking water supplied by the system. “Public
water system” shall also mean means a system that bottles drinking water for
public distribution and sale.

(6) “Secretary” means the Secretary of Natural Resources or the
Secretary’s designee.

* sk 3k

(14) “Advanced metering infrastructure device” means a meter or

related communications equipment that is part of an advanced metering
infrastructure system and enables measurement of utility usage and two-way

communication between the meter and the utility, and includes both wired and
wireless devices.

(15) “Advanced metering infrastructure” or “AMI” means an integrated

system of meters, including communications and data management systems
that measure, record, and transmit utility usage data at regular intervals and

enable two-way communication between the utility and the customer.
Sec. 2. 10 V.S.A. § 1672 is amended to read:

§ 1672. AUTHORITY OF THE AGENCY OF NATURAL RESOURCES

(a) Except as provided in subsections (c) through (f) of this section, to
prevent and minimize public health hazards, the Secretary shall have authority
over and shall regulate the purity of drinking water; the adequacy,

- 287 -



construction, and operation of public water systems; public water sources; and
public water source protection areas.

* %k sk

(h) Upon request of the Secretary, the Cybersecurity Advisory Council
shall develop nonbinding guidance for public water systems regarding
generally accepted cybersecurity practices, including information relevant to
metering systems and customer data. On its own motion, the Cybersecurity
Advisory Council may at any time issue guidance for public water systems
regarding generally accepted cybersecurity practices. The Council may issue
guidance under this subsection as part of its annual report and in any other
outreach method utilized by the Council specific to public water systems or
other critical infrastructure systems.

Sec. 3. 10 V.S.A. § 1675 is amended to read:

§ 1675. PERMITS; CONDITIONS; DURATION; SUSPENSION OF
REVOCATION

(a) Authority to issue, renew, or deny permit. The Secretary may issue,
renew, or deny a public water system permit required by this chapter. As part
of this authority, the Secretary may issue general operating permits for the
operation of transient noncommunity water systems.

* %k 3k

(1)_Advanced metering infrastructure device; customer rights. If a public
water system requires a user of the system to install a meter to measure usage,
the public water system may install an advanced metering infrastructure device
on a user’s premises, provided that the public water system:

(1) provides prior written notice to the user indicating that the advanced
metering infrastructure device will use radio or other wireless means for two-

way communication between the device and the public water system and
informing the user of the user’s rights under subdivisions (2) and (3) of this

subsection;

(2) allows a user to choose not to have an advanced metering
infrastructure device installed, provided that the public water system may
charge the user for the cost of the alternative device and any additional service
charge required for the public water system to operate the alternative device;
and

(3) allows a user to require removal of a previously installed advanced
metering infrastructure device for any reason and at an agreed-upon time,
without incurring any charge for such removal.
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Sec. 4. 30 V.S.A. § 2811 is amended to read:

§ 2811. SMARTMETERS ADVANCED METERING INFRASTRUCTURE
DEVICES; CUSTOMER RIGHTS; REPORTS

(a) Definitions. As used in this section, the following terms shall have the
following meanings:

(1) “Smart-meter”means-a-wired-smart-meter-ora-wireless-smart meter
“Advanced metering infrastructure device” means a meter or related
communications equipment that is part of an advanced metering infrastructure
system and enables measurement of utility usage and two-way communication
between the meter and the utility, and includes both wired and wireless
devices.

an-eleetrie-company “Advanced metering mfrastructure or “AMI” means an

integrated system of meters, including communications and data management
systems that measure, record, and transmit utility usage data at regular

intervals and enable two-way communication between the utility and the
customer.

(3) W&e{ess—smafemetekmeaﬂe—mﬁdvaﬂeed—meteﬂngﬁ&fe&s%memfe

be%weeﬁ—the—dewee—aﬂd—aﬂ—e}eetﬂeeempaﬂy | Repealed |

(b) Customer rights. Notwithstanding any law, order, or agreement to the
contrary, an electric company may install a wireless smart-meter advanced
metering infrastructure device on a customer’s premises, provided the
company:

(1) provides prior written notice to the customer indicating that the
meter device will use radio or other wireless means for two-way
communication between—the—meter—and—the—eompany and informing the
customer of his-er-her the customer’s rights under subdivisions (2) and (3) of
this subsection;

(2) allows a customer to choose not to have a—wireless—smart-meter an
advanced metering infrastructure device installed, at-ne-additional-menthly—eor

other-eharge provided that the electric company may charge the customer for
the cost of the alternative device and any additional service charge required for
the electric company to operate the alternative device; and

(3) allows a customer to require removal of a previously installed
wireless smart-meter advanced metering infrastructure device for any reason
and at an agreed-upon time, without incurring any charge for such removal.
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Sec. 5. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.

and that after passage the title of the bill be amended to read: “An act
relating to the use of advanced metering infrastructure devices”

(Committee vote: 5-0-0)
S. 219.
An act relating to an energy navigator program report.

Reported favorably with recommendation of amendment by Senator
Hardy for the Committee on Natural Resources and Energy.
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The Committee recommends that the bill be amended by striking out all
after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. ENERGY NAVIGATOR PROGRAM; REPORT

(a) The Department of Public Service shall contract with a third-party

consultant to design a Vermont community-based home energy navigator and
coaching program, in collaboration with the Climate Action Center of Addison
County and other existing community-based energy navigator programs in
Vermont, that will provide in-person and remote energy coaching services to
residential consumers in communities statewide. The Department’s consultant
shall build on findings from the Department’s comprehensive process and

performance evaluation of more than 100 publicly funded energy programs
focused on affordability, including electric and thermal efficiency,

weatherization for customers with low income, and beneficial electrification
initiatives to inform the design of a Vermont community-based home energy
navigator and coaching program. The Department’s consultant shall consult
with Efficiency Vermont, the Vermont State Energy Office, the Vermont

Climate Action Office, Vermont’s community action agencies, the Vermont
Energy and Climate Action Network, Vermont’s electric utilities, community-
based home energy navigator and coaching programs, and other states,
including Connecticut and Massachusetts, that have experience with

community-based energy programs. For the purposes of this section,
“residential consumers” includes homeowners, landlords, and renters.

(b) The program shall:

(1) provide guidance to residential consumers, particularly those with
low and moderate incomes, to better understand and navigate energy efficiency
and clean energy investment options to affordably meet their home energy
needs;

(2) advise residential consumers on accessing available grants, rebates,
financing, and other assistance programs and incentives to meet their home
energy needs;

(3) assist residential consumers in prioritizing identified energy-saving
opportunities, including through the integration of weatherization strategies to

reduce heating and cooling loads that could minimize the need for the
installation of new equipment and lower future electric demands on the grid;

(4) help residential consumers connect to local contractors and review

and analyze contractor recommendations regarding cost, payment, and other
relevant factors;
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(5) advise residential consumers in person, as necessary, and over time,
recognizing that hands-on coaching help may be needed at a consumer’s home
and over several years;

(6) provide ongoing State funding to support the operations of
community-based energy coaching programs; and

(7) use available grant funds and private partnerships to support
program implementation.

(¢) _On or before March 1, 2027, the Department shall submit a report on
the program design to the House Committee on Energy and Digital
Infrastructure and the Senate Committee on Natural Resources and Energy.
The report shall include a description of the design of the program, which
could include the creation of a pilot program or expansion and support of
existing community-based programs, a description of the technical assistance
and educational materials to be developed as part of the program, an estimate
of program costs, funding sources to provide ongoing support to community-

based energy coaching programs, a target number of residential consumers to

be served by the program, energy and emissions savings that will result from
the program. and a proposed timeline for the implementation of the program.

Sec. 2. APPROPRIATIONS

(a) In fiscal year 2027, the sum of $25.000.00 is appropriated from the
General Fund to the Department of Public Service to hire the third-party
consultant for the energy navigator report.

(b) In fiscal year 2027, the sum of $10.000.00 is appropriated from the

General Fund to the Climate Economy Action Center to collaborate with the
Department of Public Service on the energy navigator program design.

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on July 1, 2026.
(Committee vote: 5-0-0)

S. 223.
An act relating to water quality of the waters of Vermont.

Reported favorably with recommendation of amendment by Senator
Bongartz for the Committee on Natural Resources and Energy.

The Committee recommends that the bill be amended by striking out all
after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. WATER QUALITY, LAKE CLASSIFICATION, AND
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ANTIDEGRADATION STUDY GROUP; REPORT

(a) Creation. There is created the Water Quality, Lake Classification, and
Antidegradation Study Group, which shall conduct the evaluations set forth in
subsection (¢) of this section, including the review of existing classified waters
of the State and candidate waters with water quality data supporting
reclassification, assessment of antidegradation requirements, examination of
the regulatory framework for Class A waters, and examination of the adequacy
of the current water classification system for lakes and ponds. Based on these
evaluations, the Study Group shall recommend to the General Assembly

legislative or policy changes to strengthen environmental protection, provide
regulatory certainty, and support public uses of State waters.

(b) Membership. The Study Group shall be composed of the following
members:

(1) two current members of the House of Representatives, who shall be
appointed by the Speaker of the House;

(2) two current members of the Senate, who shall be appointed by the
Committee on Committees;

(3) the Secretary of Natural Resources or designee;

(4) a Department of Environmental Conservation water quality scientist
or technical staff member, appointed by the Secretary of Natural Resources;

(5)_two persons representing businesses, industries, or development that
interact with water quality permitting, including the State antidegradation

policy, use of high quality waters, and water classification, one of whom shall
be appointed by the Speaker of the House and one of whom shall be appointed

by the Committee on Committees;

(6) two persons representing nonprofit environmental advocacy groups,
one of whom shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House and one of whom

shall be appointed by the Committee on Committees; and

(7) _one person representing the Federation of Vermont Lakes and Ponds,
appointed by the Governor.

(¢) Powers and duties. The Study Group shall:

(1) Develop an inventory of the waters of the State, with the existing

classification designations, as set forth in the Vermont Water Quality
Standards, including candidate high quality waters with water quality data that

meets or exceeds the minimum criteria supporting reclassification for such
waters.
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(2) Assess the State’s obligations under the federal Clean Water Act, 33
U.S.C. §§ 12511388, as enacted as of January 1, 2026, with respect to the
adoption of an antidegradation rule to implement the State’s antidegradation
policy under the Vermont Water Quality Standards, including an evaluation of
State and federal statutory and regulatory requirements and the identification
of any legal, administrative, policy, or practical barriers to full compliance.

(3) Identify and evaluate the statutory and regulatory frameworks, rules,

policies, and procedures governing Class A waters, including whether
modifications are needed to facilitate the reclassification of eligible waters,

adequately protect and support designated and existing uses, and provide
regulatory certainty for activities in Class A waters.

(4) Evaluate whether the existing water classification system in the State
and related statutory and regulatory frameworks protect the ecological
integrity of the State’s lakes and ponds, adequately address current and
potential threats to the water quality of the State’s lakes and ponds, and
provide regulatory certainty.

(5) Recommend legislative amendments and identify any rules, policies,

or procedures that may require revision to implement the Study Group’s
recommendations.

(d) Assistance. The Study Group shall have the administrative, technical,

and legal assistance of the Agency of Natural Resources and shall have the
legal and drafting assistance of the Office of Legislative Counsel.

(e) _Report. On or before December 15. 2026, the Study Group shall
submit a written report to the General Assembly that shall include its findings
and recommendations under subsection (c) of this section.

(f) Meetings.

(1) The Secretary of Natural Resources shall call the first meeting of the
Study Group to occur on or before August 1, 2026.

(2) The Study Group shall select at its first meeting a chair from among
the four legislators serving as members.

(3) A majority of the Study Group shall constitute a quorum.
(4) The Study Group shall cease to exist on February 15, 2027.

(g) Compensation and reimbursement.

(1) For attendance at meetings during adjournment of the General

Assembly, a legislative member of the Study Group serving in the member’s
capacity as a legislator shall be entitled to per diem compensation and
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reimbursement of expenses pursuant to 2 V.S.A. § 23 for not more than eight

meetings. These payments shall be made from monies appropriated to the
General Assembly.

(2) Other members of the Study Group shall be entitled to per diem
compensation and reimbursement of expenses as permitted under 32 V.S.A.
§ 1010 for not more than eight meetings. These payments shall be made from
monies appropriated to the General Assembly.

Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.
(Committee vote: 5-0-0)

Reported favorably with recommendation of amendment by Senator
Watson for the Committee on Appropriations.

The Committee recommends that the bill be amended as recommended by
the Committee on Natural Resources and Energy, with the following
amendment thereto by adding a new section to be Sec. 1a to read as follows:

Sec. 1a. CONTINGENCY OF FUNDING

Notwithstanding the provisions of 2 V.S.A. § 23 and 32 V.S.A. § 1010 to
the contrary, the required payment under Sec. 1(g) of per diem compensation
and reimbursement of expenses to the legislative members and other members
of the Water Quality, Lake Classification, and Antidegradation Study Group is
contingent upon an appropriation of funds in fiscal year 2027 from the General
Fund to the Vermont General Assembly for the specific purpose of
compensation and reimbursement of the Study Group members.

(Committee vote: 5-0-2)

S. 232.
An act relating to public libraries and the Department of Libraries.

Reported favorably with recommendation of amendment by Senator
Weeks for the Committee on Education.

The Committee recommends that the bill be amended by striking out all
after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

* * * Findings * * *
Sec. 1. FINDINGS
The General Assembly finds:
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(1) The State of Vermont and its communities depend on libraries as

centers for learning, social connection, technological access, disaster
preparedness and response, support of health care and social services, and
numerous other vital services.

(2) As places of public accommodation, public libraries are obligated to
ensure that their services, facilities, and resources are inclusive and accessible
to all. However, many of Vermont’s existing library facilities require
improvements in order to fulfill this obligation and meet programming needs.

(3) Early literacy is integral to student preparedness and success.
Vermont’s Department of Libraries and statewide network of public libraries

are uniquely suited to play a critical role in improving the literacy skills of
students throughout the State.

(4) It is essential that the State raise awareness about public libraries and

their offerings in order to ensure their continued beneficial impact and
continued accessibility for all Vermont residents.

* % * Vermont Libraries Day * * *
Sec. 2. 1 V.S.A. § 379 is added to read:
§ 379. VERMONT LIBRARIES DAY

The third Monday in the month of October is designated as ‘““Vermont
Libraries Day.”

* % % Afterschool, Summer Reading, and Early Education Funding for Public
Libraries * * *

Sec. 3. 16 V.S.A. § 51 is amended to read:
§ 51. UNIVERSAL AFTERSCHOOL AND SUMMER SPECIAL FUND

(a) The Universal Afterschool and Summer Special Fund is created;-te-be
managed-by-the Ageney-of Edueation. The cannabis sales tax revenue shall be
deposited into the Universal Afterschool and Summer Special Fund. The Fund
shall be used as follows:

(1) To establish a grant pregram programs managed by the Agency of
Education and the Department of Libraries that sapperts support the expansion

of universal afterschool and summer programs with a focus on underserved
areas of the State.

2)—Cannabis Ninety-five percent of the cannabis sales tax revenue
deposited in the Fund shall be used by the Agency of Education to support a

mixed delivery system for afterschool and summer programming. Eligible
recipients can be public, private, or nonprofit organizations.

-296 -




(2) Five percent of the cannabis sales tax revenue deposited in the Fund

shall be used by the Department of Libraries to support afterschool and
summer programming at libraries.

(3) The Agency and Department programs shall be subject to the
following:

(A) Grants may be used for technical assistance, program
implementation, program expansion, program sustainability, and related costs.

(B) Funds may be used to directly target communities with low
existing capacity to serve youth in afterschool and summer settings.

(C) The award of grants and any subsequent contract or written
agreement issued pursuant to the award of a grant shall require that a grantee
does not discriminate, and prohibits its employees, agents, subcontractors, and
other service providers from discriminating, on the basis of race, creed, color,
national origin, marital status, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, or
disability.

(D) The Agency may use up to $500,000.00 annually for
administrative costs to allow for the support of the grant program and technical
assistance to communities. This eeuld may include subcontracts to support the
grant program.

(b) An advisory committee is created to support the Secretary in
administering the funds. The Agency shall provide administrative and
technical support to the advisory committee. The advisory committee shall be
composed of:

% %k ok
(7) the Vermont Afterschool Executive Director or designee; and
(8) arepresentative from the Governor’s office; and

(9) the State Librarian or designee.

* sk 3k

Sec. 4. 16 V.S.A. § 4014 is amended to read:
§ 4014. EARLY EDUCATION

(a) The Secretary may grant funds for voluntary early education programs.
The funds may be used for personnel costs, training of parents and staff,
materials and educational equipment, and other costs related to early education

programs, including training for public library staff.
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(b) The Secretary shall solicit proposals for early education programs from
community organizations serving young children. Community organizations
include school districts; public libraries; other public agencies, including Head
Start programs; and private agencies, including child care programs and
parent-child centers.

* %k 3k

* % * Department of Libraries; Duties * * *
Sec. 5. 22 V.S.A. § 605 is amended to read:

§ 605. DUTIES AND FUNCTIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
LIBRARIES

The duties and functions of the Department of Libraries shall be to provide,
administer, and maintain:

* %k 3k

(2) A digital or physical collection of federal documents.

(3) An information and reference service to State government, including
a comprehensive digital or physical collection of current information relating
to matters of public policy and topics pertinent to State government.

(4) A general library collection of a sufficient size and scope to
reinforce and supplement the resources of local and regional libraries. A
matertals-ofthe Department-ef Libraries The collection may be composed of
digital and physical materials and shall be available for free circulation to all
citizens, institutions, and organizations under procedures adopted by the State
Librarian except that the State Librarian may restrict rare or reference-type
materials to one location. The Department shall arrange, classify, and catalog
all materials in its custody and provide for their safekeeping and shall rebind
books as needed. The Department shall provide serviee materials to other
libraries in the State, schools, and individuals and-may-previde-service-by-matl
or-book—wagen er-otherwise through interlibrary loan and shall encourage the
sharing of library materials between libraries in Vermont and nationally
through interlibrary loan.

(5) A service of advice and consultation to all libraries in the State, in

order to assist them in realizing their potential. Fhis-service-shall-be-provided
at-a—regional-tevel-as—well-as-at-the-State Jevel: The Department may provide

centralized cataloging and other related technical services to libraries in the
State to the extent feasible.
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Sec. 6. 22 V.S.A. § 143 is amended to read:
§ 143. TRUSTEES

(a) Unless a municipality that has established or shall establish a public
library votes at its annual meeting to elect a board of trustees, the governing
body of the municipality shall appoint the trustees. The appointment or
election of the trustees shall continue in effect until changed at an annual
meeting of the municipality. When trustees are first chosen, they shall be
elected or appointed for staggered terms. This subsection shall not be
construed to apply to public libraries that are privately established, chartered,
or incorporated pursuant to subchapter 2 of this chapter.

* ok 3k

* * * Municipal Bonds; Improvements to Public Libraries * * *
Sec. 7. 24 V.S.A. § 1752a is amended to read:

§ 1752a. PUBLIC LIBRARIES; PRIVATELY OWNED MUNICIPALITY -
SUPPORTED LIBRARIES

By a majority vote of those present and voting at an annual or special
meeting warned for the purpose, a municipality may issue municipal bonds
under this chapter for the cost of capital improvements to any public library, as
defined in 22 V.S.A. § 101, including any privately owned municipality-
supported library situated within the municipality for use of residents of the
municipality; and suaehk the improvements shall be considered “improvements”
for the purposes of this chapter.

***Repeal***

Sec. 8. REPEAL
22 V.S.A. § 608 (Audio-Visual Revolving Fund) is repealed.
* * * Effective Date * * *
Sec. 9. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on July 1, 2026.
(Committee vote: 6-0-0)

House Proposal of Amendment
S. 60.

An act relating to establishing the Farm Security Special Fund to provide
grants for farm losses due to weather conditions.
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The House proposes to the Senate to amend the bill by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. FINDINGS
The General Assembly finds that:

(1) In 2023 and 2024, Vermont experienced extreme flooding and other
weather-based disasters that devastated farms and other working lands
businesses across the State.

(2) Many existing State and federal programs that are designed to
support farms and forestry operations are difficult to access, are
administratively burdensome, are not equitably distributed to small- and
medium-scale farmers and forestry operations, and currently do not meet the
needs of Vermont farmers and forestry operations in a holistic way.

(3) In particular, because federal crop insurance programs are nhot

designed to serve the needs of smaller scale or more diversified farming
operations, many Vermont farmers are not covered by crop insurance.

(4) The State should establish a permanent funding support program to:

(A)  maintain the viability of farms and forestry operations in
Vermont in order to ensure food security, resilience, rural economic vitality,
and environmental health;

(B) continuously invest in farms and forestry operations in a way that
makes them more resilient to current and future challenges; and

(C) provide a source of relief funds permanently available to farmers

and forestry operations impacted by weather-based emergencies.
Sec. 2. 6 V.S.A. chapter 207 is amended to read:

CHAPTER 207. PROMOTION AND, MARKETING, AND SUPPORT OF
VERMONT FARMS, FOODS, AND PRODUCTS

* %k sk

Subchapter 5. Farm and Forestry Operations Security Special Fund
§ 4641. DEFINITIONS

As used in this subchapter:

(1) “Eligible weather condition” means any of the following weather
conditions that are found to be closely correlated with agricultural or forest
operation income losses:

(A) high winds;
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(B) excessive moisture, intense precipitation, or flooding;

(C) extreme heat;

(D) abnormal freeze conditions:

(E) a forest fire or wild fire event;

(F) hail;
(G) drought: or

(H) any other severe weather or growing conditions impacting

agricultural or forestry operations income, as determined by the Review
Board.

(2) “Farm” means a parcel or parcels of land owned, leased, or managed

by a person and devoted primarily to farming and that is subject to regulation
under the Required Agricultural Practices.

(3)  “Farm and Forestry Operations Security Special Fund Review
Board” or “Review Board” means the Board established under section 4644 of
this title.

(4) “Farming” has the same meaning as in section 2.16 of the Required

Agricultural Practices.

(5) “Forestry operation” has the same meaning as in 10 V.S.A. § 2602.

§ 4642. FARM AND FORESTRY OPERATIONS SECURITY SPECIAL
FUND

(a) There is established the Farm and Forestry Operations Security Special

Fund to be administered by the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets

and that shall be managed in accordance with 32 V.S.A. chapter 7, subchapter
5. The Fund shall consist of:

(1) funds transferred by the General Assembly:

(2) funds from public and private sources that the Secretary accepts for
the Fund; and

(3) funds from federal government aid for State support of farmers or
forestry operations suffering income loss due to weather conditions.

(b) The Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets shall ensure language
accessibility of the Fund through procurement and provision of interpretation
and translation services.

(c) All balances in the Fund at the end of any fiscal year shall be carried
forward and remain part of the Fund.
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§ 4643. FARM AND FORESTRY OPERATIONS SECURITY SPECIAL
FUND; PAYMENTS

(a) The Secretary, after consultation with the Review Board, shall award
payments from the Farm and Forestry Operations Security Special Fund to

persons owning farms and forestry operations that have incurred financial
losses or expenses due to an eligible weather condition.

(1) Payments from the Fund shall be in an amount that reimburses a

farm or forestry operation for up to 50 percent of the unreimbursed, uninsured,
or otherwise uncovered losses due to eligible weather conditions, up to a

maximum annual award of five percent of the undesignated and unreserved
funds in the Farm and Forestry Operations Security Special Fund at the

beginning of each fiscal year, provided that the award shall not exceed
$150.000.00 per qualified applicant farm or forestry operation per vyear.

(2) The Secretary may verify the occurrence of an eligible weather
condition claimed under this section through a site visit or through use of
available data from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
from other federal or State certified weather data sources, or from other public
or private weather or satellite data or models.

(3) Losses reimbursable by a payment under this section include:

(A) wages or compensation;

(B) replacement of lost income from destroyed crops, impacted
livestock, or timber;

(C) debt payments or other ongoing expenses:

(D) costs of replanting;

(E) livestock feed replacement costs:

(F) infrastructure or equipment repair and replacement;

(G) repair of farm roads, roads necessary to access farms, repair of
washed out or otherwise damaged logging roads;

(H) inability to access harvested timber due to flooding or other
weather conditions; and

(I) other losses as determined by the Secretary after consultation with

the Review Board.

(b) The Secretary shall develop a streamlined application for awards under

this section that shall include:

(1) a brief description of the damage that occurred;
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(2) attestation of an eligible weather condition or event;

(3) a list of any State grants or loans received for the purposes of the
farm or forestry operation business in the past five years, to include amount,
source, and purposes of the funding received:

(4) an estimate of losses; and

(5) a year-end report of farm or forestry operation income and expenses.

(c) An application for an award under this section may be made at any
time, and the Secretary may only close the application process upon award of
all appropriated funds for the relevant fiscal year.

(d) Applications for an award under this section shall be processed in the
order received for each quarter, but an application shall not be ready for
evaluation until the Secretary determines that the application is
administratively complete and includes all documentation required by the
Secretary.

(e) All administratively complete applications shall be evaluated by the

Review Board. Within 15 days following receipt of an administratively

complete application, the Review Board by majority vote shall recommend to
the Secretary whether to issue a payment to the applicant. If the Review Board

recommends an award under this section, the Secretary shall issue the award
within 15 days following the date of the Review Board’s recommendation.

(f) The Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets may pay reasonable

administrative expenses from the Fund for purposes of administering the
requirements of this subchapter.

§ 4644. FARM AND FORESTRY OPERATIONS SECURITY SPECIAL
FUND REVIEW BOARD

(a) Creation. There is created the Farm and Forestry Operations Security

Special Fund Review Board, which for administrative purposes shall be
attached to the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets.

(b) Organization of Board. The Board shall be composed of:

(1) the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets or designee, who
shall serve as chair;

(2) the Commissioner of Forests, Parks and Recreation or designee;
(3) the State Chief Recovery Officer or designee;

4) representatives of three agricultural organizations who can
demonstrate expertise in dealing with all sizes and types of farms in Vermont,
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whether through granting funds, offering technical assistance, or advocacy, and
who have a proven track record of working with farmers, appointed by the
Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets:

(5) two farmers who have received relief funding, appointed by the
Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets: and

(6) two forestry operators, appointed by the Commissioner of Forests,
Parks and Recreation.

(c) Member terms; conflict.

(1) The members designated in subdivision (b)(4) of this section shall
be appointed to initial terms of two years. Thereafter, each appointed member

shall serve a term of three years or until the member’s earlier resignation or
removal. The members designated in subdivision (b)(5) of this section shall be

appointed to initial terms of one year. The members designated in subdivision
(b)(6) of this section shall be appointed to initial terms of two vyears.

Thereafter, each appointed member shall serve a term of three years or until

the member’s earlier resignation or removal. A vacancy shall be filled by the
appointing authority for the remainder of the unexpired term. An appointed

member shall not serve more than three consecutive three-year terms.

(2) If a Board member has a conflict of interest, as that term is defined
by 3 V.S.A. § 1201, regarding review of any application for a payment under
this section, the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets may appoint an
alternate member to maintain a quorum of the Board to review an application

and recommend whether payment should be awarded.
(d) Powers.

(1) The Review Board shall review applications for assistance under this

section, assess the accuracy and validity of the applications, and recommend to
the Secretary applicants who should receive assistance under this section.

(2) The Board annually shall report to the House Committee on
Agriculture, Food Resiliency, and Forestry and the Senate Committee on
Agriculture the total documented Vermont farm and forestry operations

financial losses from eligible weather conditions averaged over the previous
three calendar years.

(3) In order to ensure that the Fund is meeting the needs of Vermont’s

agricultural community and forestry operations community, the Review Board
annually shall review the application process, eligibility criteria, distribution,
and accessibility of the Fund. The Review Board annually shall recommend to
the House Committee on Agriculture, Food Resiliency, and Forestry and the
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Senate Committee on Agriculture ways to improve the effectiveness of the
Fund.

(e) Officers; committees. The Board may elect officers, establish one or
more committees or subcommittees, and adopt such procedural rules as it shall
determine necessary and appropriate to perform its work.

(f) _Quorum; meetings; voting. A majority of the sitting members shall
constitute a quorum, and action taken by the Board may be authorized by a
majority of the members present and voting at any regular or special meeting
at which a quorum is present. The Board may meet as an advisory body under
1 V.S.A. chapter 5, subchapter 2.

(2) Compensation. Private sector members shall be entitled to per diem
compensation authorized under 32 V.S.A. § 1010(b) for each day spent in the
performance of their duties, and each member shall be reimbursed from the
Fund for the member’s actual and necessary expenses incurred in carrying out
the member’s duties.

Sec. 2a. CONTINGENCY OF FUNDING

The duty to implement Sec. 2 of this act (Farm and Forestry Operations
Security Special Fund) is contingent upon an appropriation of funds in fiscal
year 2027 or subsequent fiscal years from the General Fund to the Agency of
Agriculture, Food and Markets for the specific purposes described in Sec. 2 of
this act.

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on July 1. 2026.

and that after passage the title of the bill be amended to read: “An act
relating to establishing the Farm and Forestry Operations Security Special
Fund to provide payments for farm and forestry operation losses due to
weather conditions”

Reported favorably by Senator Collamore for the Committee on
Agriculture

The Committee on Agriculture respectfully reports that it has considered
the House proposal of amendment and recommends that the Senate concur in
the House proposal of amendment.

(Committee Vote 5-0-0)
Proposed Amendments to the Vermont Constitution

Pursuant to Rule 83 of the Senate Rules, notice is hereby given that
proposed amendments to the Constitution, set forth below, will be read the
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third time and acted upon, on the seventh legislative day commencing
February 20, 2026. At that time, the following question shall be presented:
“Shall the Senate concur in the proposal and request the concurrence of the
House?”

PROPOSAL 4
(Sixth day on Notice Calendar pursuant to Rule 83)

Subject: Declaration of rights; government for the people; equality of rights
PENDING ACTION: Third reading of the proposal (second biennium)
PROPOSAL 4

Sec. 1. PURPOSE

(a) This proposal would amend the Constitution of the State of Vermont to
specify that the government must not deny equal treatment under the law on
account of a person’s race, ethnicity, sex, religion, disability, sexual
orientation, gender identity, gender expression, or national origin. The
Constitution is our founding legal document stating the overarching values of
our society. This amendment is in keeping with the values espoused by the
current Vermont Constitution. Chapter I, Article 1 declares “That all persons
are born equally free and independent, and have certain natural, inherent, and
unalienable rights.” Chapter I, Article 7 states “That government is, or ought
to be, instituted for the common benefit, protection, and security of the
people.” The core value reflected in Article 7 is that all people should be
afforded all the benefits and protections bestowed by the government, and that
the government should not confer special advantages upon the privileged.
This amendment would expand upon the principles of equality and liberty by
ensuring that the government does not create or perpetuate the legal, social, or
economic inferiority of any class of people. This proposed constitutional

amendment is not intended to limit the scope of rights and protections afforded
by any other provision in the Vermont Constitution.

(b) Providing for equality of rights as a fundamental principle in the

Constitution would serve as a foundation for protecting the rights and dignity

of historically marginalized populations and addressing existing inequalities.
This amendment would reassert the broad principles of personal liberty and

equality reflected in the Constitution of the State of Vermont with authoritative
force, longevity, and symbolic importance.
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Sec. 2. Article 23 of Chapter I of the Vermont Constitution is added to read:
Article 23. [Equality of rights]

That the people are guaranteed equal protection under the law. The State shall
not deny equal treatment under the law on account of a person’s race,
ethnicity, sex, religion, disability, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender
expression, or national origin. Nothing in this Article shall be interpreted or
applied to prevent the adoption or implementation of measures intended to
provide equality of treatment and opportunity for members of groups that have
historically been subject to discrimination.

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE

The amendment set forth in Sec. 2 shall become a part of the Constitution
of the State of Vermont on the first Tuesday after the first Monday of
November 2026 when ratified and adopted by the people of this State in
accordance with the provisions of 17 V.S.A. chapter 32.

CONFIRMATIONS

The following appointments will be considered by the Senate, as a group,
under suspension of the Rules, as moved by the President pro tempore, for
confirmation together and without debate, by consent thereby given by the
Senate. However, upon request of any senator, any appointment may be
singled out and acted upon separately by the Senate, with consideration given
to the report of the Committee to which the appointment was referred, and
with full debate; and further, all appointments for the positions of Secretaries
of Agencies, Commissioners of Departments, Judges, Magistrates, and
members of the Public Utility Commission and the Cannabis Control Board,
underlined below, shall be fully and separately acted upon.

Mike Donohue of Shelburne, VI — Member of the Vermont Economic
Progress Council — By Senator Mattos for the Committee on Finance
(February 27, 2026)

FOR INFORMATION ONLY
CROSSOVER DATES

The Joint Rules Committee established the following crossover deadlines:

(1) All Senate/House bills must be reported out of the last committee of
reference (including the Committees on Appropriations and Finance/Ways and
Means, except as provided below in (2) and the exceptions listed below) on or
before Friday, March 13, 2026, and filed with the Secretary/Clerk so they
may be placed on the Calendar for Notice the next legislative day. - Committee
bills must be voted out of Committee by Friday, March 13, 2026.
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(2) All Senate/House bills referred pursuant to Senate Rule 31 or House
Rule 35(a) to the Committees on Appropriations and Finance/Ways and Means
must be reported out by the last of those committees on or before Friday,
March 20, 2026, and filed with the Secretary/Clerk so they may be placed on
the Calendar for Notice the next legislative day.

Note: The Senate will not act on bills that do not meet these crossover
deadlines, without the consent of the Senate Rules Committee.

Exceptions to the foregoing deadlines include the major money bills
(the General Appropriations Bill (“The Big Bill”), the Transportation
Capital Bill, the Capital Construction Bill, and the Fee/Revenue Bills).

FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS

The 2025-2026 Biennium is the Third Reading of a proposal of amendment.
They were read the second time during the 2023-2024 Biennium.

The proposal is on the Notice Calendar for six (6) days and will be up for
action for Third Reading on the seventh day.

Each proposal is acted upon separately. Senate Rule 83.
At Third Reading:

1. The vote on any constitutional proposal is by roll call. Senate
Rule 83.

2. The questions is: “Shall the Senate concur in Proposal 3, and request
the concurrence of the House? Senate Rule 83.

3. For this question to pass, 16 members of the Senate must vote in the
affirmative. The Vermont Constitution requires an affirmative vote of
a majority of the members of the Senate. Vermont Constitution §72.

There are no amendments at Third Reading of a constitutional amendment.
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