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ORDERS OF THE DAY

NOTICE CALENDAR
Second Reading
Favorable with Recommendation of Amendment
S. 208.
An act relating to standards for law enforcement identification.

Reported favorably with recommendation of amendment by Senator
Hashim for the Committee on Judiciary.

The Committee recommends that the bill be amended by striking out all
after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 20 V.S.A. § 2373 is added to read:
§ 2373. STANDARDS FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT IDENTIFICATION

(a) Legislative intent. It is the intent of the General Assembly to exercise
the power of Vermont, as recognized by the 10th Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution, to protect the health, safety, and welfare of its residents and law
enforcement officers present in the State by codifying standards for law
enforcement identification.

(b) Definitions. As used in this section:

(1) “Law enforcement agency” has the same meaning as in section
2351a of this title.

(2) “Law enforcement officer” has the same meaning as in section

2351a of this title and includes any officer of a federal law enforcement
agency or any person acting on behalf of a local, state, or federal law
enforcement agency.

(c) Identification requirements.

(1) A law enforcement officer shall be clearly identified by:

(A) the officer’s name or the officer’s unique radio or badge number

visibly displayed on the officer’s person; and

(B) the officer’s agency visibly displayed on the officer’s person.

(2) A law enforcement officer shall not wear any mask or personal

disguise while interacting in person with the public in the performance of the
officer’s duties.
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(3) _ Notwithstanding subdivision (2) of this subsection, a law
enforcement officer may wear:

(A) an N95 respirator or medical grade mask worn with the intent to
prevent the transmission of airborne diseases;

(B) a mask designed to protect against exposure to smoke during a
fire-involved situation;

(C) a mask necessary to perform duties during a water rescue
operation;

(D) a mask related to protection against exposure to biological or
chemical agents during an incident where these agents may be present; or

(E) a mask designed to protect against exposure to cold between
December 1 and April 1 when the National Weather Service is forecasting a
duration of cold weather at or below -10 degrees Fahrenheit, which includes

(4) Notwithstanding subdivision (2) of this subsection, the following is
permitted:
(A) Tactical Services Unit (TSU) team officers may use gear

necessary to protect their faces from physical harm while performing TSU
responsibilities.

(B) Law enforcement officers working with or in conjunction with
the Vermont Drug Task Force who participate in active undercover drug-
related operations or assignments may use a personal disguise when necessary
to perform such operations or assignments.

(C) Law enforcement officers who participate in active undercover
investigations relating to child sexual exploitation may use a personal disguise
when necessary to perform such investigations.

(d) Statewide policy. On or before January 1, 2027, the Vermont Criminal

Justice Council shall establish a statewide policy governing the standards for
law enforcement identification applicable to Vermont law enforcement

agencies to ensure consistent statewide application of the standards.

(e) Penalty. A law enforcement officer who violates subsection (c) of this
section shall be:

(1) for a first offense, assessed a civil penalty of not more than
$1.000.00;

(2)_for a second offense and subsequent offense, assessed a civil penalty

of not more than $2,500.00.
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Sec. 2. 4 V.S.A. § 1102 is amended to read:
§ 1102. JUDICIAL BUREAU; JURISDICTION

(a) The Judicial Bureau is created within the Judicial Branch under the
supervision of the Supreme Court.

(b) The Judicial Bureau shall have jurisdiction of the following matters:

* %k 3k

(37) Violations of 20 V.S.A. § 2373(c)(1) and (2), relating to standards
for law enforcement identification.

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.

(Committee vote: 5-0-0)
S. 212.

An act relating to potable water supply and wastewater system connections.

Reported favorably with recommendation of amendment by Senator
Watson for the Committee on Natural Resources and Energy.

The Committee recommends that the bill be amended by striking out all
after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 10 V.S.A. § 1971 is amended to read:
§ 1971. PURPOSE
It is the purpose of this chapter to:

(1) establish a comprehensive program to regulate the construction,
replacement, modification, and operation of potable water supplies and
wastewater systems in the State in order to protect human health and the
environment, including potable water supplies, surface water, and
groundwater;

(6) allow delega
mumefpahﬁes_éemeﬂsfmﬁng_ﬂq&eapaeﬁ%e_&é&m%&ehaﬁef review of of

potable water supply and wastewater system connections pursuant to general
permits adopted under this chapter.

Sec. 2. 10 V.S.A. § 1972 is amended to read:
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§ 1972. DEFINITIONS
For the purposes of this chapter:

* %k 3k

(6) “Potable water supply” means the source, treatment, and conveyance
equipment used to provide water used or intended to be used for human
consumption, including drinking, washing, bathing, the preparation of food, or
laundering. This definition includes a service connection to a public water
system of any size. This definition does not include any internal piping or
plumbing, except for mechanical systems, such as pump stations and storage
tanks or lavatories, that are located inside a building or structure and that are
integral to the operation of a potable water system. This definition also does
not include a potable water supply that is subject to regulation under chapter
56 of this title.

* sk 3k

(10) “Wastewater system” means any piping, pumping, treatment, or
disposal system used for the conveyance and treatment of sanitary waste or
used water, including carriage water, shower and wash water, and process
wastewater. This definition does not include any internal piping or plumbing,
except for mechanical systems, such as pump stations and storage tanks or
toilets, that are located inside a building or structure and that are integral to the
operation of a wastewater system. This definition also does not include
wastewater systems that are used exclusively for the treatment and disposal of
animal manure. In this chapter, “wastewater system” refers to a soil-based
disposal system of less than 6,500 gallons per day, or a sewerage sanitary
sewer collection system connection of any size.

Sec. 3. 10 V.S.A. § 1973 is amended to read:
§ 1973. PERMITS

(a) Except as provided in this section and sections 1974 and 1978 of this
title, a person shall obtain a permit from the Secretary before:

* ok 3k

(7) making a new or modified connection to a new or existing potable
water supply or wastewater system; or

* %k 3k

(D The Secretary shall give deference to a certification by a licensed
designer with respect to the engineering design or judgment exercised by the
designer in order to minimize Agency review of certified designs. Nothing in
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this section shall limit the responsibility of the licensed designer to comply
with all standards and rules, or the authority of the Secretary to review and
comment on design aspects of an application or to enforce Agency rules with
respect to the design or the design certification.

(k)(1) The Secretary shall adopt a general permit for both potable water
supply and wastewater system connections that require a permit under this
chapter. Under the general permit, the Secretary may give deference to
applications for connections certified by a licensed designer. The Secretary

shall publish a manual providing guidance to licensed designers implementing
the general permit for potable water supply or wastewater system connections.

The manual shall include guidance for determining or defining the capacity of
a public water system or pollution abatement facility for purposes of approving
a potable water supply or wastewater system connection.

(2) The Secretary may adopt general permitting programs for other

activities that require a permit under this section that the Secretary determines
are low risk, low impact, and low complexity.

Sec. 4. 10 V.S.A. § 1976 is amended to read:

§ 1976. DELEGATION OF CONNECTION PERMITTING AUTHORITY
TO MUNICIPALITIES

(a)(1) Fhe-Seeretary-may-delegate-to-a-munieipality-authority to:

A)—implementall-seetions—of this—chapter,—exeeptfor-seetions 1975
1 1978 of this title:

-77 -



section—1978—of this—title The Secretary may delegate to a municipality
authority to conduct technical review of proposed projects that include both
municipal potable water supply and municipal wastewater system connections
that require a permit under this chapter, provided that the water main and
sanitary sewer collection line that the water service line and sanitary sewer
service line are connected to are owned and controlled by the delegated
municipality. Municipalities delegated authority under this section shall be
required to incorporate the requirements of the Secretary’s general permit for
potable water supply and wastewater system connections into a municipal
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connection approval, including deference to applications for connections
certified by a licensed designer.

(2) If a municipality submits a request for delegation of authority under
this subsection, the Secretary shall delegate authority to the municipality to

implement and administer provisions of this chapter governing municipal
potable water supply and wastewater system connections, provided that the

municipality:

(A) is qualified to perform the technical review as determined by the
Secretary;

(B) receives authorization from the municipal legislative body to

administer a program for review of potable water supply and wastewater
system connections;

(C)  meets any other requirement for the delegation program as
adopted by the Secretary in writing;

(D) will only issue permits for water service lines and sanitary sewer
service lines when there is adequate capacity in the public water system,
wastewater treatment facility, or indirect discharge system;

(E) submits required documentation of the permitted project as
determined by the Secretary; and

(F) complies with the requirements for connection and all
requirements of the Agency’s rules adopted under section 1978 of this title.

* %k sk

(f) The Secretary may review municipal implementation of this section on
a random basis, or in response to a complaint, or on his-er-her the Secretary’s
own motion. This review may include consideration of the municipal
implementation itself, as well as consideration of the practices, testing
procedures employed, systems designed, system designs approved, installation
procedures used, and any work associated with the performance of these tasks.

Sec. 5. 3 V.S.A. § 2822 is amended to read:
§ 2822. BUDGET AND REPORT; POWERS

* %k sk

(1) The Secretary shall not process an application for which the applicable
fee has not been paid unless the Secretary specifies that the fee may be paid at
a different time or unless the person applying for the permit is exempt from the
permit fee requirements pursuant to 32 V.S.A. § 710. Municipalities shall be
exempt from the payment of fees under this section except for those fees
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prescribed in subdivisions (j)(1), (7), (8), (14), and (15) of this section for
which a municipality may recover its costs by charging a user fee to those who
use the permitted services. Municipalities shall pay fees prescribed in
subdivisions (j)(2), (10), (11), (12), and (26) of this section, except that a
municipality shall also be exempt from those fees for stormwater systems
prescribed in subdivisions (j)(2)(A)(iii)(I), (II), or (IV) and (j)(2)(B)(iv)(I),
(I1), or (V) of this section for which a municipality has assumed full legal
responsibility under 10 V.S.A. § 1264. Municipalities that conduct a technical
review or approval of a potable water supply or wastewater system connection
permitted under 10 V.S.A. § 1976 within the municipality may charge a fee for
the cost of municipal services, provided that the municipality shall pay an

administrative processing fee of $100.00 for submission to the Secretary of

Natural Resources of documentation of the municipally permitted project.

(j) In accordance with subsection (i) of this section, the following fees are
established for permits, licenses, certifications, approvals, registrations, orders,
and other actions taken by the Agency of Natural Resources.

* %k 3k

(4) For potable water supply and wastewater permits issued under 10
V.S.A. chapter 64. Projects under this subdivision include: a wastewater
system, including a sewerage connection; and a potable water supply,
including a connection to a public water supply:

(A) Original applications, or major amendments for a project that is
not a potable water supply or wastewater system connection with the following
proposed design flows. In calculating the fee, the highest proposed design
flow whether wastewater or water shall be used:

(1) design flows 560 gpd or less: $306.25 per application;

(i1) design flows greater than 560 and less than or equal to 2,000
gpd: $870.00 per application;

(ii1)) design flows greater than 2,000 and less than or equal to
6,500 gpd: $3,000.00 per application;

(iv) design flows greater than 6,500 and less than or equal to
10,000 gpd: $7,500.00 per application; or

(v) design flows greater than 10,000 gpd: $13,500.00 per
application.

(B) Minor amendments: $150.00.
(C) Minor projects: $270.00.
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As used in this subdivision (j)(4)(C), “minor project” means a project
that meets the following: there is an increase in design flow but no
construction is required; there is no increase in design flow but construction is
required, excluding replacement potable water supplies and wastewater
systems; or there is no increase in design flow and no construction is required,
excluding applications that contain designs that require technical review.

(D) Notwithstanding the other provisions of this subdivision (4),
when a project is located in a Vermont neighborhood, as designated under 24
V.S.A. chapter 76A, the fee shall be e not more than $50.00 in situations in
which the application has received an allocation for sewer capacity from an
approved municipal system. This limitation shall not apply in the case of fees
charged as part of a duly delegated municipal program.

(E) Original applications or major amendments for coverage under a

potable water supply or wastewater system connection general permit issued
under 10 V.S.A. § 1973(k)(1), the following fee according to the highest
proposed design flow of wastewater or water for the connection:

(1)_design flows below 2.000 gpd: $250.00 per application;

(i) design flows of between 2,000 gpd and 6,500 gpd: $2.500.00
per application;

1il design flows greater than 6.500 d: 5.000.00 per
application;

* %k sk

Sec. 6. IMPLEMENTATION; REPEAL OF EXEMPTIONS IN RULE

(a) On or before December 1. 2027, the Secretary of Natural Resources

shall publish the general permit and manual required under 10 V.S.A.
§ 1973(k)(1) for potable water supply or wastewater system connections.

(b) Beginning on January 1, 2028, the Secretary of Natural Resources shall

begin to accept certifications of the connections of potable water supplies and
wastewater systems under the general permit required by 10 V.S.A.

§ 1973(k)(1).

(c)(1) The following provisions of the Department of Environmental
Conservation’s Wastewater System and Potable Water Supply Rules shall be
repealed on January 1, 2028:

(A) Subdivisions 1-304(15) and (16) (modification of design flows
of a wastewater system or potable water supply serving an existing building or

structure);
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(B) Subdivision 1-603(b)(2) (related to full delegation of permitting
to municipalities); and

(C)_Subdivisions 1-603(b)(8). (9), and (10) (related to recordkeeping
by fully delegated municipalities).

(2) References in chapter 6 of the Department of Environmental
Conservation’s Wastewater System and Potable Water Supply Rules related to
full delegation to municipalities of permitting potable water and wastewater
system connections are no longer applicable or enforceable due to the repeal of
statutory authority for full delegation.

Sec. 7. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on July 1, 2026.
(Committee vote: 5-0-0)
PUBLIC HEARINGS
Announcement: Joint Public Hearing on the Governor’s Recommended
FY 2027 Budget

The Vermont House and Senate Committees on Appropriations will hold two
joint public hearings on Thursday, February 12, 2026, at 1:45 p.m. and
Thursday, February 19, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. in Room 11 of the State House.
Interested parties may attend the hearing in person or virtually.

The Committees will take testimony on the Governor’s recommended budget
at the above dates and times. Anyone interested in testifying must sign up in
advance of the hearings through the following online form not later than
10:00 a.m. on February 12, 2026, for the first hearing, and 10:00 a.m. on
February 19, 2026, for the second hearing. Registration will be first-come,
first-served and will be limited to 40 people on each date. For those planning
to testify, instructions on how to access and participate in the hearing will be
sent once you have signed up for the hearing.

Online sign-up form: https://legislature.vermont.gov/links/public-hearing-on-
fy27-budget

For those not planning to testify, the hearings will be available to watch
live on YouTube at the following link:
https://legislature.vermont.gov/committee/streaming/house-appropriations
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Written testimony is encouraged and can be submitted electronically through
email at testimony@vtleg.gov or mailed to the House Committee on
Appropriations, ¢/o Autumn Crabtree, 115 State Street, Montpelier, VT 05633.
For more information about the format of these events, contact Autumn
Crabtree at Autumn.Crabtree@vtleg.gov or Elle Oille-Stanforth at Elle.Oille-
Stanforth@vtleg.gov

NOTICE OF JOINT ASSEMBLY

Thursday, February 19, 2026 - 10:30 A.M. — House Chamber - Election
of an Adjutant and Inspector General, and of two (2) trustees for the Vermont
State Colleges Corporation.

Candidates for the positions of Adjutant and Inspector General, and
legislative candidates for Vermont State Colleges Corporation trustees must
notify the Secretary of State in writing of their candidacies not later than
Thursday, February 12, 2026, by 4:00 P.M., pursuant to the provisions of 2
V.S.A. §12(b). Otherwise their names will not appear on the ballots for these
positions.

The following rules shall apply to the conduct of these elections:

First: All nominations for these offices will be presented in alphabetical
order prior to voting.

Second: There will be only one nominating speech of not more than three
(3) minutes and not more than two seconding speeches of not more than one
(1) minute each for each nominee.

JFO NOTICE

Grants and Positions that have been submitted to the Joint Fiscal Committee
by the Administration, under 32 V.S.A. §5(b)(3):

JFO #3271: $218,385.00 to the Vermont Center for Crime Victim Services
from the U.S. Department of Justice. Funds will be used to consolidate data
into one case management system.

[Received January 27, 2026]

JFO #3272: $195,053,740.00 to the Vermont Agency of Human Services,
Central Office from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services,
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services. Participation in the Rural Health
Transformation Plan (RHTP) will help to ensure long-term health care system
sustainability in Vermont. This grant includes two (2) limited-service positions
(LSP): one (1) Health Care Reform Integration Manager to the Office of
Health Care Reform and one (1) Financial Manager II to the Agency of
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Human Services Central Office. Both limited positions are expected to last

through 9/30/2031.
[Received January 27, 2026]
FOR INFORMATION ONLY
CROSSOVER DATES

The Joint Rules Committee established the following crossover deadlines:

(1) All Senate/House bills must be reported out of the last committee of
reference (including the Committees on Appropriations and Finance/Ways and
Means, except as provided below in (2) and the exceptions listed below) on or
before Friday, March 13, 2026, and filed with the Secretary/Clerk so they
may be placed on the Calendar for Notice the next legislative day. - Committee
bills must be voted out of Committee by Friday, March 13, 2026.

(2) All Senate/House bills referred pursuant to Senate Rule 31 or House
Rule 35(a) to the Committees on Appropriations and Finance/Ways and Means
must be reported out by the last of those committees on or before Friday,
March 20, 2026, and filed with the Secretary/Clerk so they may be placed on
the Calendar for Notice the next legislative day.

Note: The Senate will not act on bills that do not meet these crossover
deadlines, without the consent of the Senate Rules Committee.

Exceptions to the foregoing deadlines include the major money bills
(the General Appropriations Bill (“The Big Bill”), the Transportation
Capital Bill, the Capital Construction Bill, and the Fee/Revenue Bills).
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