House Calendar

Wednesday, May 20, 2026
135th DAY OF THE ADJOURNED SESSION
House Convenes at 10:00 A.M.

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page No.
ACTION CALENDAR
Action Postponed Until Wednesday, May 20, 2026
Senate Proposal of Amendment

H. 583 Clinical decision making
Senate Proposal of Amendment ...........ccccceeviiiiiieiiiiiieeniiiiee e 3452

H. 657 Various programming and requirements within the Department for
Children and Families
Senate Proposal of Amendment ...........ccccoeeeiiiiiieiiiiiieeniiiiee e 3452

Senate Proposal of Amendment to House Proposal of Amendment

S. 202 Portable solar energy generation devices
Senate Proposal of Amendment to House Proposal of Amendment .....3473
Rep. James amendment ............ccceeeeiiiiiiiiniiiieeeiee e 3474

S. 298 Creating the Vermont Voting Rights Act
Senate Proposal of Amendment to House Proposal of Amendment .....3474

New Business

Third Reading
S. 208 Standards for law enforcement identification ............ccceceeevneennnn. 3475
S. 212 Potable water supply and wastewater system connections ............. 3476
S. 214 The provision of prekindergarten education in geographically isolated
SCROOL dISTIICES ..ttt 3476
S. 326 Miscellaneous amendments to laws relating to motor vehicles ...... 3476
Rep. Burke Amendment ............ooooiiiieiiiiiiiieniiiie e 3476
Rep. Tomlinson AmMendment ...........cc.eeeeeriiireeniiiieeeniiiee e e 3476
Rep. Noyes AmMendment ...........eeeeeiiieeeriiiieeeniieee e e 3477

Governor's Veto
H. 674 The creation of the Vermont Sister State Program......................... 3478



Action Postponed Until Thursday, May 21, 2026
Senate Proposal of Amendment

H. 921 Alcoholic beverages
Senate Proposal of Amendment ...........ccccoeeviiiiiieiiiiieeeiiiiiee e 3479

NOTICE CALENDAR
Favorable with Amendment

S. 193 Establishing a forensic facility for certain criminal justice-involved
persons
Rep. Lalonde for JudiCiary ..........cccceeeeeeiiiieeniiiiieeeiiiee e 3481
Rep. Squirrell for Appropriations ...........ccceeeeevvieeeerrniieeenniieeeeeieeennn 3496

Senate Proposal of Amendment

H. 578 Penalties and procedures for animal cruelty offenses
Senate Proposal of Amendment ...........ccccceevviiiiieiiiiieeeniiiiee e 3497

H. 727 Sustainable data center deployment
Senate Proposal of Amendment ...........ccccceeeviiiiieiiiiieeeniiiee e 3512

H. 740 The greenhouse gas inventory and registry
Senate Proposal of Amendment ...........ccccceeeviiiiieiiiiieeeniiiiee e 3522

H. 907 Legislative review of reporting requirements
Senate Proposal of Amendment ...........ccccceevviiiiieiiiiiieeniiiiee e 3524

Senate Proposal of Amendment to House Proposal of Amendment

S. 230 Fair employment practices
Senate Proposal of Amendment to House Proposal of Amendment .....3540



ORDERS OF THE DAY

ACTION CALENDAR
Action Postponed Until Wednesday, May 20, 2026
Senate Proposal of Amendment
H. 583
An act relating to clinical decision making
The Senate proposes to the House to amend the bill as follows:

First: Sec. 1, 18 V.S.A. chapter 233, in section 9773, in subsection (a),
following “On or before”, by striking out “July 1, 2026 and inserting in lieu
thereof “March 1, 2027

Second: Sec. 1, 18 V.S.A. chapter 233, in section 9773, in subsection (c),
following “After”, by striking out “July 1, 2026 and inserting in lieu thereof
“March 1, 2027”

Third: Sec. 1, 18 V.S.A. chapter 233, in section 9773, by inserting a
subsection (d) to read:

(d)  The Green Mountain Care Board shall collaborate with relevant
stakeholders to develop the processes for reporting data pursuant to this section

and the Agency of Human Services shall provide relevant, necessary data to
the Board.

and by relettering the remaining subsections accordingly

Fourth: In Sec. 1, 18 V.S.A. chapter 233, in section 9774, in subsection (a),
by striking out “February” and inserting in lieu thereof “July”

H. 657

An act relating to various programming and requirements within the
Department for Children and Families

The Senate proposes to the House to amend the bill by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

* * * Removing Reach Up Asset Limit * * *
Sec. 1. 33 V.S.A. § 1103 is amended to read:
§ 1103. ELIGIBILITY AND BENEFIT LEVELS

* ok 3k
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(¢) The Commissioner shall adopt rules for the determination of eligibility
for the Reach Up program and benefit levels for all participating families that
include the following provisions:

eligibility for-the Reach—Up—pregram- The Department shall not impose an

asset limit for the purpose of initial and continuing eligibility for the Reach Up
program.

* sk 3k

* * * Social Security Benefits for Youth in Foster Care * * *
Sec. 2. 33 V.S.A. § 4902 is amended to read:
§ 4902. DEFINITIONS
As used in this chapter:

(1) “Child” means a person under 18 years of age committed by the
Family Division of the Superior Court to the Department for Children and
Families.

(2) “Commissioner” means the Commissioner for Children and
Families.

(3) “Department” means the Department for Children and Families.

(4) “Foster care” means care of a child, for a valuable consideration, in
a child care institution or in a family other than that of the child’s parent,
guardian, or relative.
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(5) “Qualified ABLE account” means an ABLE account, as that term is
defined in section 8002 of this title, or an account established pursuant to any
qualified state ABLE program created pursuant to 26 U.S.C. § 529A (section
529A of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986).

(6) ‘“Representative payee” means the person appointed by the Social
Security Administration to manage Social Security benefits for a child.

(7) _“RSDI benefits” means a child’s retirement, survivors, or disability
insurance benefits under 42 U.S.C. chapter 7. subchapter 11 (Title II of the
Social Security Act).

(8) “Social Security Act” means the Social Security Act, 42 U.S.C.
chapter 7. as may be amended.

(9)  “Social Security benefits” means a child’s RSDI benefits, SSI
benefits, or both, as applicable.

(10)  “SSI benefits” means a child’s Supplemental Security Income
benefits under 42 U.S.C. chapter 7, subchapter XVI (Title XVI of the Social

Security Act).
Sec. 3. 33 V.S.A. § 4907 is added to read:

§ 4907. FOSTER CARE; SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFITS

(a) The Department shall not use any portion of a child’s Social Security
benefits to offset the State’s costs for the child’s maintenance except to
maintain the child’s eligibility for SSI benefits and to avoid a violation of
federal asset or resource limits.

(b) Upon the request of the child or the child’s foster care provider, the
Department, in its capacity as representative payee for a child, may use the
child’s Social Security benefits for the child’s unmet needs beyond the amount
that the State is obligated, required, or agrees to pay for the care of the child.

(¢) In its capacity as representative payee for a child and with the
assistance of the State Treasurer, the Department shall:

(1) establish an account for the child, which shall be a qualified ABLE
account for any child receiving SSI benefits:

(2) monitor any federal asset or resource limits for the child’s SSI

benefits;

(3) ensure that the child’s best interests are served by using the child’s
Social Security benefits for the child’s unmet needs or conserving the child’s
Social Security benefits in a way that avoids violating any federal asset or
resource limits that would affect the child’s ability to receive SSI benefits;
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(4) appeal any denied application for SSI benefits submitted on behalf
of a child; and

(5) provide an annual accounting of the use, application, or conservation
of the child’s Social Security benefits, including any payments made under
subsection (b) of this section, to the child; the child’s parent, legal guardian, or
counsel; the Family Division of the Superior Court; and the Office of the

Child, Youth, and Family Advocate.

* * * Enabling Unaccompanied Youth to Obtain Certain Services Without
Parental Consent * * *

Sec. 4. 33 V.S.A. § 4908 is added to read:
§ 4908. UNACCOMPANIED YOUTH

(a) Legislative intent. In instances in which severe family dysfunction such

as abuse, neglect, child abandonment, or lack of financial support has left a
youth who is 16 or 17 years of age homeless, and other supports such as foster

care are deemed inappropriate, it is the intent of the General Assembly to
provide an unaccompanied youth with the resources necessary to obtain
services and benefits that the unaccompanied youth’s peers can obtain with the
consent of a parent or guardian.

(b) Definitions. As used in this section:

(1) “Homeless child or youth” means an individual who lacks a fixed,
regular, and adequate nighttime residence, including:

(A) a child or youth sharing the housing of other persons due to loss
of housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason;

(B) a child or youth living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping
grounds due to the lack of alternative adequate accommodations;

(C) a child or youth living in emergency or transitional shelters:

(D) a child or youth abandoned in hospitals;

(E) a child or youth living in a primary nighttime residence that is a
public or private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping
accommodation for human beings;

(F) a child or youth living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned
buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations, or similar settings; or

(G) a migratory child who qualifies as homeless because the child is

living in the circumstances described in this subdivision (1).
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(2) “School district homeless liaison” means an employee designated by

a school district to act as a liaison for homeless children and youths.

(3) “Unaccompanied youth” means a homeless child or youth 16 or 17
years of age who is not in the physical custody of a parent or guardian.

(¢) _Certification. An unaccompanied youth may become certified if the
youth is:

(1) found by a school district homeless liaison or other appropriate staff
person to be an unaccompanied youth; or

(2) believed to qualify as an unaccompanied youth, by:

(A) the director of an emergency shelter program funded by the

State;

(B) the director of a runaway or homeless youth program funded by

the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services or the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development or designee;

(C) a continuum of care lead agency or designee;

(D) the Chief Juvenile Defender or designee: or

(E) the Vermont Network Against Domestic and Sexual Violence or
designee.
(d) Proof of certification.

(1)(A) The Department shall contract with a community organization

that serves homeless and runaway youth in Vermont to develop a standardized
form that shall be used by the entities specified in subsection (c) of this section
to certify qualifying unaccompanied youths. The front of the form shall
include the circumstances that qualify the youth; the date the youth was

certified; the name, title, and signature of the certifying individual; and
confirmation from the certifying individual that the individual has completed a

human trafficking training in the past two years. This section shall be
reproduced in its entirety on the back of the form.

(B) The Department shall post the certification form and information
about this section on its website, including who is eligible for certification and
which individuals and entities can complete the certification form pursuant to
this section.

(2)  Without the consent of a parent or guardian, a certified
unaccompanied youth may use the completed form to:
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(A) apply at no charge for a nondriver identification card pursuant to
23 V.S.A. § 115, a learner’s permit pursuant to 23 V.S.A. § 617, or an
operator’s license or operator’s privilege card pursuant to 23 V.S.A. § 608:

(B) obtain a vital event certificate at no charge pursuant to 18 V.S.A.

§ 5017;

(C) consent to care by health care professionals licensed or certified
in Vermont, including medical care; dental care; mental health care services,
including psychological counseling and treatment, psychiatric treatment, and
substance use prevention and treatment services; and surgical diagnosis and
treatment, including medical diagnosis and treatment, such as preventive care
and care provided in a health care facility, as defined in 18 V.S.A. § 9432, for:

(1) _the youth; or

(i1) the vyouth’s child, if the certified unaccompanied youth is
unmarried, is the parent of the child, and has actual custody of the child;

(D) enter into a contract for housing or obtain admission to a shelter
or transitional housing;

(E) obtain employment, pursuant to 21 V.S.A. chapter 5. subchapter

4;

(F) purchase an automobile and obtain an automobile liability policy
that meets the requirements of 23 V.S.A. chapter 11;

(G) apply for a student loan;

(H) obtain admission to high school or postsecondary school and

participate in school activities, including extracurricular activities and field
trips;

(D) _open an account at a State- or federally chartered bank or credit

union;

(J) receive services for victims of domestic or sexual violence, as
appropriate; and

(K) participate in a court diversion program pursuant to 3 V.S.A.
§§ 163 and 164 or the Youth Substance Awareness Safety Program pursuant to
7 V.S.A. § 656.

(e) Use of certification form. A health care professional shall accept the
completed form as proof of the youth’s status as a certified unaccompanied
youth. Entities that provide housing, services, or benefits authorized under
this section may keep a copy of the form or card in the youth’s medical file.
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(f) Consent of a parent or guardian.

(1) A certification issued pursuant to subsection (¢) of this section shall
authorize an unaccompanied youth to obtain benefits and services listed in
subsection (d) of this section. A person, provider, or health care professional
shall not require the consent of a parent or guardian as a condition of providing
a benefit or service authorized under subsection (d) of this section.

(2) For the purposes of implementing subdivision (d)(2)(I) of this

section, the Commissioner of Financial Regulation shall ensure that minimum
youth certification requirements are met for the purpose of making it legally

permissible for a bank, credit union, or insurance company to contract with an
unaccompanied youth without the consent of a parent or guardian and with the

understanding that the unaccompanied youth may not have a permanent
physical address.

(g) Immunity for liability. Any entity, provider, or health care professional

who relies in good faith on a certification form presented by a person who
claims to be a certified unaccompanied youth pursuant to this section shall be

immune from liability for such reliance, unless the entity, provider, or health
care professional acted with gross negligence.

(h) Applicability of Compact. Nothing in this section shall be construed as

altering the Interstate Compact for Juveniles.
Sec. 4a. 13 V.S.A. § 1311 is amended to read:
§ 1311. UNLAWFUL SHELTERING; AIDING A RUNAWAY CHILD

* %k sk

(b) A person commits the crime of unlawfully sheltering or aiding a
runaway child if the person:

(1) knowingly shelters a runaway child;

(2) intentionally aids, helps, or assists a child to become a runaway
child; or

(3) knowingly takes, entices, or harbors a runaway child, with the intent
of committing a criminal act involving the child or with the intent of enticing
or forcing the child to commit a criminal act.

(c) Exempt from the prohibitions of subdivisions (b)(1) and (2) of this
section are:

(1) a shelter, or the directors, agents, or employees of a shelter,
designated by the Commissioner for Children and Families pursuant to
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33 V.S.A. § 5304, provided that the requirements of 33 V.S.A. § 5303(b) are
satisfied; and

(2) a person who has taken the child into custody pursuant to 33 V.S.A
§ 5251 or 5301; and

(3) a person providing assistance pursuant to 33 V.S.A. § 4908.

* %k 3k

* % * Unaccompanied Youth; Vital Event Certificates * * *
Sec. 5. 18 V.S.A. § 5017 is amended to read:
§ 5017. FEES FOR COPIES
(a) For a certified copy of a vital event certificate, the fee shall be $10.00.

(b) The State Registrar shall waive the fee for certified copies of vital event
certificates issued to:

(1) an individual attesting to a lack of fixed, regular, and adequate
nighttime residence; and

(2) an individual between 18 and 24 years of age who resided in a foster
home or residential child care facility between 16 and 18 years of age pursuant
to placement by a child-placing agency; and

(3) an unaccompanied youth who has obtained a certification pursuant
to 33 V.S.A. § 4908.

* * * Unaccompanied Youth; Nondriver Identification Cards * * *
Sec. 6. 23 V.S.A. § 115 is amended to read:
§ 115. NONDRIVER IDENTIFICATION CARDS

(a)(1) Any Vermont resident may make application to the Commissioner
and be issued an identification card that is attested by the Commissioner as to
true name, correct age, residential address unless the listing of another address
is requested by the applicant or is otherwise authorized by law, and any other
identifying data as the Commissioner may require that shall include, in the
case of minor applicants, the written consent of the applicant’s parent,
guardian, or other person standing in loco parentis.

* %k 3k

(3) The Commissioner shall require payment of a fee of $29.00 at the
time application for an identification card is made, except that an initial
nondriver identification card shall be issued at no charge to:
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(A) an individual who surrenders the individual’s license in
connection with a suspension or revocation under subsection 636(b) of this
title due to a physical or mental condition; or

(B) an individual under 23 years of age who was in the care and
custody of the Commissioner for Children and Families pursuant to 33 V.S.A.
§ 4903(4) in Vermont after attaining 14 years of age; and

(C) __an unaccompanied youth who has obtained a certification
pursuant to 33 V.S.A. § 4908.

* %k 3k

* * * Unaccompanied Youth; License and Privilege Cards * * *
Sec. 7. 23 V.S.A. § 608 is amended to read:
§ 608. FEES

* %k 3k

(c)(1) Individuals under 23 years of age who were in the care and custody
of the Commissioner for Children and Families pursuant to 33 V.S.A.
§ 4903(4) in Vermont after attaining 14 years of age shall be provided with
operator’s licenses or operator privilege cards at no charge.

(2) No additional fee shall be due for a motorcycle endorsement for an
individual under 23 years of age who was in the care and custody of the
Commissioner for Children and Families pursuant to 33 V.S.A. § 4903(4) in
Vermont after attaining 14 years of age.

(d) Individuals receiving Supplemental Security Income or Social Security
Disability Income and individuals with a disability as defined in 9 V.S.A.
§ 4501 shall be provided with operator’s licenses or operator privilege cards
for the following fees:

(1) Original issuance: $20.00.
(2) Renewal every four years: $20.00.

(3) Replacement of lost, destroyed, or mutilated card or a new name is
required: $10.00.

(e)(1) An unaccompanied youth who has obtained a certification pursuant
to 33 V.S.A. § 4908 shall be provided with operator’s licenses or operator
privilege cards at no charge.

(2) No additional fee shall be due for a motorcycle endorsement for an
unaccompanied youth who has obtained a certification pursuant to 33 V.S.A.

§ 4908.
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* * * Unaccompanied Youth; Learner’s Permit * * *
Sec. 8. 23 V.S.A. § 617 is amended to read:
§ 617. LEARNER’S PERMIT

* ok 3k

(b)(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a) of this section, any
licensed person may apply to the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles for a
learner’s permit for the operation of a motorcycle in the form prescribed by the
Commissioner. The Commissioner shall offer both a motorcycle learner’s
permit that authorizes the operation of three-wheeled motorcycles only and a
motorcycle learner’s permit that authorizes the operation of any motorcycle.
The Commissioner shall require payment of a fee of $24.00 at the time
application is made, except that no fee shall be charged for an unaccompanied
youth who has obtained a certification pursuant to 33 V.S.A. § 4908 or for an
individual under 23 years of age who was in the care and custody of the
Commissioner for Children and Families pursuant to 33 V.S.A. § 4903(4) in
Vermont after attaining 14 years of age.

(2) After the applicant has successfully passed all parts of the applicable
motorcycle endorsement examination, other than a skill test, the Commissioner
may issue to the applicant a learner’s permit that entitles the applicant, subject
to subsection 615(a) of this title, to operate a three-wheeled motorcycle only,
or to operate any motorcycle, upon the public highways for a period of 120
days from the date of issuance. The fee for the examination shall be $11.00,
except that no fee shall be charged for an unaccompanied youth who has
obtained a certification pursuant to 33 V.S.A. § 4908 or for an individual under
23 years of age who was in the care and custody of the Commissioner for
Children and Families pursuant to 33 V.S.A. § 4903(4) in Vermont after
attaining 14 years of age.

(3) A motorcycle learner’s permit may be renewed only twice upon
payment of a $24.00 fee. An unaccompanied youth who has obtained a
certification pursuant to 33 V.S.A. § 4908 and an individual under 23 years of
age who was in the care and custody of the Commissioner for Children and
Families pursuant to 33 V.S.A. § 4903(4) in Vermont after attaining 14 years
of age shall not be charged a fee for the renewal of a motorcycle learner’s
permit.

* sk 3k

(d)(1) An applicant shall pay $24.00 to the Commissioner for each
learner’s permit or a duplicate or renewal thereof.

- 3461 -



(2) An unaccompanied youth who has obtained a certification pursuant
to 33 V.S.A. § 4908 and an applicant under 23 years of age who was in the
care and custody of the Commissioner for Children and Families pursuant to
33 V.S.A. § 4903(4) in Vermont after attaining 14 years of age shall not be
charged a fee for a learner’s permit or a duplicate or renewal thereof.

* %k sk

* * * Transportation of Children * * *
Sec. 9. 33 V.S.A. § 5123 is amended to read:
§ 5123. TRANSPORTATION OF A CHILD

(a) As used in this section:

(1) “Least restrictive” has the same meaning as in section 5130 of this
chapter.

(2) “Mechanical restraint” has the same meaning as in section 5130 of
this chapter.

(3) “Physical restraint” has the same meaning as in section 5130 of this
chapter.

(4)  “Secure transport” means transport in a vehicle with disabled
internal controls for rear door handles and window switches, requiring the
driver to open them from the outside, or with a safety partition installed to
separate the driver from the passenger compartment. “Secure transport”
includes any vehicle being driven by a law enforcement officer.

(5) “Soft restraint” has the same meaning as in section 5130 of this
chapter.

(6) “Waist shackles” means a mechanical restraint device, typically a

chain, used around the waist and to which the child’s wrists may be chained or
cuffed.

(b) The Commissioner for Children and Families shall ensure that all
reasonable and appropriate measures consistent with public safety are made to
transport or escort a child subject to this chapter in a manner that:

(1) reasenably-avetds prevents physical and psychological trauma;
(2) respects the privacy of the child; and

(3) represents the least restrictive means necessary for the safety of the
child.

b)) The Commissioner for Children and Families shall have the

authority to seleet-thepersen-oerpersons—whe-maytranspert-a—child-under-the
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Commisstoner’s—eare—and—eustedy designate the professional or law
enforcement officers transporting children and shall authorize the method of

transport. A contract for transportation services shall include the requirements
in this section. Transportation services with noncontracted law enforcement
officers shall only be authorized in emergency situations or by court order.

(d) The Commissioner shall ensure-supervisoryreview-of-every-deeision

be-documented—in—writing provide education materials complying with this
section that outline the legal requirements for the secure transportation of
children to individuals designated pursuant to subsection (c) of this section and

shall obtain verification that all designated individuals have reviewed the
education materials.

te)(e) Secure transport shall only be used when the Department determines

and documents why it is necessary to prevent the risk of serious physical harm
to the child or others, based upon an individualized risk assessment.

te)(f) It is the policy of the State of Vermont that mechanical restraints are
not routinely used on children subject to this chapter unless circumstances
dictate that such methods are necessary. Soft restraints shall be the first option
for restraint, and other mechanical restraints shall not be utilized as a substitute
for soft restraints if the soft restraints are deemed adequate for safety.

(g) An entity contracted pursuant to subsection (¢) of this section shall
provide documentation to the Department for the use of restraints when:

(1) the entity believes that the risk of serious physical harm to the child
or others requires the use of soft restraints before or during the transport,
including a description as to why less restrictive interventions could not
reasonably be attempted or why the attempted use of less restrictive
interventions was unsuccessful;

(2) the entity believes that the risk of serious physical harm to the child
or others was such that soft restraints were not adequate for safety and shall
include a description as to which restraint was used and why soft restraints
were deemed inadequate for preventing the risk of serious physical harm to the
child or others; or

(3) the use of waist shackles was determined to be the sole means of

preventing serious physical harm to the child or others and shall include a
description as to why waist shackles were the sole means of preventing the risk
of serious physical harm to the child or others.
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(h) Documentation for the use of restraints shall be completed prior to
transport unless the circumstances that required their use occurred during the
course of the transport, in which case the documentation shall occur after
completion of the transport.

(1) _The use of waist shackles shall be prohibited on children 12 years of age
or yvounger. The use of waist shackles on children 13 vyears of age or older

shall be assessed and determined to be the sole means of preventing serious

physical harm to the child or others and documented accordingly. Only
designated law enforcement agencies shall use waist shackles on a child

transported pursuant to this section.

(J)_The Commissioner shall ensure supervisory review by the Department

of all documentation required by this section.

(k)(1) Annually, on or before January 15, the Department for Children and

Families shall submit a written report to the House Committee on Human
Services; the Senate Committee on Health and Welfare: and the Office of the

Child, Youth, and Family Advocate addressing the number of secure transports
of children during the previous vear, including, for those transported with

restraints:

(A) the age, gender, and racial background of the children
transported;

(B) the number of children transported using mechanical restraints;

(C) whether the transport was conducted by law enforcement or a
private agency;

(D) when applicable, the type of mechanical restraint;

(E) the type of custody children were in when transport occurred;

and

(F) the purpose of the transport.

(2) _Once the Department has upgraded its technological capacity in a

manner that enables it to collect responsive data, information specific to
subdivisions (1)(B), (C), (E). and (F) of this subsection shall be collected and

included in the annual report with regard to all secure transports.

() _Annually, on or before January 15, the Department of State’s Attorneys

and Sheriffs shall submit a written report to the House Committee on Human
Services; the Senate Committee on Health and Welfare; the Department for
Children and Families; and the Office of the Child, Youth, and Family
Advocate addressing the number of court-ordered transports of minors
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conducted by the State transport deputies pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 290(b)
during the previous vear, including:

(1) the date of birth of transported minors;

(2) whether restraint was used during transport;

(3) if restraint was used, the type of restraint;

(4) whether the minor’s case was a delinquency, youthful offender, or
criminal proceeding; and
(5)_the purpose of the transport.

Sec. 10. REPORT; RESTRAINT IN TRANSPORTATION
OF CHILDREN
(a) On or before December 15, 2027, the Department for Children and

Families shall submit a written report to the House Committee on Human

Services and to the Senate Committee on Health and Welfare addressing how
the Department is effectuating the policies set forth in 33 V.S.A. § 5123(d) and

2017 Acts and Resolves No. 85, Sec. E.314, including:

(1)  contracting with law enforcement or private agencies for the
transport of children;

(2) _ Departmental oversight and supervisory review of the secure
transport of children, including transport provided by private agencies or law
enforcement officers;

(3) the mechanism used by the Department to collect and review data on

the application of mechanical restraints during the transport of children in
compliance with 33 V.S.A. § 5123(¢);

(4) materials and requirements for designated contractors;

(5) written policies used to effectuate the law: and

(6) other information the Department deems relevant.

(b) As used in this section, “restraint” has the same meaning as in 33
V.S.A. §5130.

Sec. 11. USE OF FORCE POLICY

The Vermont Criminal Justice Council, in consultation with the Department
of Vermont State’s Attorneys and Sheriffs; the Office of the Child, Youth, and
Family Advocate; Disability Rights Vermont; and the Departments for
Children and Families and of Disabilities, Aging, and Independent Living shall

conduct a formal review to determine whether its use of force policy should
include an appendix to adequately address the transportation by law
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enforcement of children under 18 years of age that is in alignment with the
public policy considerations for the transport of children in the custody of the

Department for Children and Families pursuant to 33 V.S.A. § 5123.
* * * Restraint and Seclusion * * *
Sec. 12. 33 V.S.A. § 5130 is added to read:
§ 5130. NON-TRANSPORT RELATED RESTRAINT AND SECLUSION

(a) As used in this section:

(1) “Chemical restraint” means any medication used to manage behavior

or restrict freedom of movement that is not a standard treatment or dosage for
the individual’s condition.

(2) “Child” or “children” means a child or children in the Department’s
custody or receiving care or services in a program regulated or licensed by the

Department.
(3) “Mechanical restraint” means a type of restraint using a mechanical
device, material, or equipment, or garment attached to the child’s body, that

restricts freedom of movement or immobilizes or reduces the ability of a child
to move the child’s arms, legs, body, or head freely.

(4) “Physical restraint” means a type of restraint using a manual or
physical hold that restricts freedom of movement or immobilizes or reduces
the ability of a child to move the child’s arms, legs, body, or head freely. A

physical restraint shall not include a light touch to encourage a response or to
provide direction or guidance, provided the child is able to move away freely.

(5) “‘Prone restraint” means a physical intervention technique where an
individual is held face down on the individual’s stomach. “Prone restraint”
does not include a physical restraint that involves a momentary initial hold in a

prone position while transitioning to an evidence-based, safer form of restraint
that is not considered to be a prohibited form of physical restraint.

(6) “Seclusion” means involuntary confinement of a child in a

segregated room or area from which the child is prevented or from which the
child reasonably believes that the child is prevented from leaving, whether the
door is locked or not. “Seclusion” does not include a voluntary time out under
staff supervision for a short period of time in an unlocked room at the child’s

request.
(7) _“Strip search” means a search that requires a child to remove or

arrange some clothing so as to permit a visual inspection of the child’s breasts,
buttocks. or genitalia. “Strip search” does not include a pat down through the

child’s clothing to determine whether contraband is present.
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(8) “Least restrictive” means the minimum intervention necessary to

prevent harm to the child or to another, maximizing a child’s autonomy,
ensuring that restrictions are proportionate to the risk of harm, and ensuring
involuntary measures are only permitted as a last resort when less intrusive
methods have failed.

(9) “Soft restraint” means a mechanical restraint device that uses soft
material or fabric that is padded and designed to safely fit around the limbs of

an individual to limit mobility in order to prevent self-harm or harm to others.
(10) “Secure residential program” means a secure residential treatment

program that employs locked or inoperable doors and windows to prevent a
child from leaving the building.

(b) The Department shall not use or authorize the use of prone restraints,
mechanical restraints, chemical restraints, or strip searches on a child.

(¢) Seclusion or physical restraint shall not be used for punishment,
disciplinary purposes, the protection of property, or any other reason other

than as a safety measure of last resort to prevent a serious and immediate risk
of harm to the child or others.

(d) A staff member shall use other less restrictive interventions, unless less
restrictive interventions have failed or would be ineffective in stopping

imminent danger of physical injury or property damage.
(e) After attempting to use less restrictive interventions, a staff member

trained in accordance with rule may physically restrain a child or place a child
in seclusion if the staff member:

(1) determines that the child’s behavior poses a serious and immediate

risk of physical harm to the child or others;

(2) conducts the physical restraint or seclusion in a manner that respects
the child’s privacy and limits physical and psychological trauma; and

(3) after initiation of the intervention, explains to the child the reasons
for the physical restraint or seclusion and informs the child of the
circumstances that allow release from the physical restraint or seclusion.

() If a child is placed in physical restraint or seclusion pursuant to

subsection (e) of this section, the child shall be released immediately when

there is no longer a serious and immediate risk of physical harm to the child or
others.

(g)(1) Restraint or seclusion lasting more than 10 minutes shall require
supervisory approval and oversight. Restraint or seclusion lasting more than
30 minutes shall require clinical and administrative consultation, approval, and

- 3467 -




oversight. A child shall not be held for more than one hour in restraint or
seclusion without an in-person assessment by a clinician and authorization by

the administrator on duty.

(2) A child in seclusion shall be provided constant uninterrupted
supervision by a qualified staff member employed by the program who is
familiar to the child.

(h) Nothing in this section shall be construed to:

(1) include a locked bedroom during regular sleeping hours in a secure
residence as seclusion; or

(2) conflict with any law providing greater or additional protections to
minors.

(i) Notice of the use of restraint or seclusion on a child in the Department’s
custody shall be provided to the Department: the child’s parent or guardian:
the child’s guardian ad litem: and the child’s attorney, if applicable, within
24 hours.

() The program or staff member using seclusion or restraint shall
document its use and provide a copy of each recorded use of seclusion or
restraint, including a copy of any audio or visual recording, to the
Commissioner. Upon request, the audio or video shall be provided through
secure means of transmission and shall include blurring to protect the identity
of any other children in the program who are not in custody of the Department.
The documentation shall include a description of the child’s specific behaviors
justifying the use of the intervention. The Department shall forward complete
documentation of each use of restraint or seclusion to the Office of the Child,

Youth, and Family Advocate within two business days.
(k) The Department shall collect the following data on the use of seclusion

and physical restraint, by placement type; program name; and the age, gender,
and racial background of the child:

(1) the specific types of the seclusion or physical restraint used: and

(2) the length of time a child was secluded or physically restrained, as
applicable.

(D(1) Prior to contracting with any program for the care of a child in the
Department’s custody, the Department shall conduct a review of any records,
from the prior five years regarding the safety of children in the program’s care,
including any violations of the program’s licensing status and any resulting
remediation.
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(2) The Department shall remove any Vermont child from risk of harm
and shall initiate a search for alternative providers if an out-of-state residential

provider is determined to be in violation of the standards in the contract
regarding restraint and seclusion or in violation of its state’s licensing entity.

(m) Notwithstanding subsection (b) of this section, a child detained in a
secure residential program may be restrained with mechanical restraints for a
momentary initial hold to enable relocation of the child to a less restrictive

method of intervention if necessitated to prevent serious and immediate harm
to the child or others, except that under no circumstances shall a garment

adjacent to the child’s body that restricts freedom of movement or immobilizes
or reduces the ability of a child to move the child’s arms, legs, body, or head
freely be utilized. The procedures and standards established under this section,
including notice and reporting requirements, shall apply.

(n) Notwithstanding subsection (b) of this section, a child detained in a
secure residential program may be subjected to a strip search if a pat search
has led to probable cause to believe that the child has possession of contraband
that poses a threat of serious bodily harm to the child or others and the child
has refused to voluntarily turn over the contraband. The child shall be given
the opportunity before and at any time after the commencement of a search to
voluntarily relinquish the suspected contraband, whereupon the search will be
discontinued. Notice and reporting requirements shall be the same as for use
of restraint or seclusion under this section. Body cavity searches shall not be
permitted under any circumstances.

(0) The Department shall post on the Family Division’s scorecard or

another prominent location on its website the rates of restraint and seclusion
used on children in licensed programs and the number of uses of secure

transport and of restraint used during transport. The Department shall update
this information at least annually.

(p) The Department shall develop and adopt rules pursuant to 3 V.S.A.

chapter 25, in collaboration with the Office of the Child, Youth, and Family
Advocate and in consultation with stakeholders implementing this section,

including requirements for staff training; standards for supervisory oversight,
recordkeeping, and reporting by residential programs: oversight
responsibilities of the Department: and any other necessary standards.

Sec. 13. 33 V.S.A. § 5130(]) is amended to read:

(I)(1) Prior to contracting with any program for the care of a child in the
Department’s custody, the Department shall conduct a review of any records,
from the prior five years regarding the safety of children in the program’s care,
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including any violations of the program’s licensing status and any resulting
remediation.

(2) When contracting with an out-of-state program, the Department
shall include a requirement that the program adhere to the provisions of this
section.

(3) The Department shall remove any Vermont child from risk of harm
and shall initiate a search for alternative providers if an out-of-state residential
provider is determined to be in violation of the standards in the contract
regarding restraint and seclusion or in violation of its state’s licensing entity.

Sec. 14. REPORT; CHILDREN IN CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES

(a) On or before January 1, 2027. the Departments for Children and

Families and of Corrections shall submit a written report to the House
Committees on Human Services and on Corrections and Institutions and to the

Senate Committees on Health and Welfare and on Institutions regarding the
use of restraint and seclusion on minors detained in Department of
Corrections’ facilities and potential means for reducing physical and
psychological trauma from restraint and seclusion. In preparing the required
report, the Departments shall consult with a work group composed of the

Office of the Child, Youth, and Family Advocate; the Office of the Defender
General, Juvenile Division; Voices for Vermont’s Children: the Vermont

Federation of Families for Children’s Mental Health; Disability Rights
Vermont; and a young adult with lived experience of being detained in a
Department of Corrections facility, appointed by the Office of the Child,

Youth, and Family Advocate.

(b)  Members of the work group who are not participating in their
professional capacity shall be entitled to per diem compensation and
reimbursement of expenses as permitted under 32 V.S.A. § 1010 for not more

than five meetings. These payments shall be made from monies appropriated
to the Office of the Child, Youth, and Family Advocate.

* % * Judicial Review of Placements for Children Previously Under the
Custody of the Department for Children and Families * * *

Sec. 15. PROPOSAL TO EXTEND SUPPORTS FOR CHILDREN OVER
17 YEARS OF AGE

On or before November 1, 2026, the Department for Children and Families
shall submit a written report, in consultation with the Judicial Branch, to the

House Committee on Human Services and to the Senate Committee on Health

and Welfare with recommendations for court oversight processes that meet
federal requirements to allow access to federal funds for programs that may
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support yvouth up to 21 years of age and that ensures sustainable use of judicial
resources. The report shall include any recommendations for legislative
action.

* * * Prenatal Engagement and Family Support Working Group * * *

Sec. 16. PRENATAL ENGAGEMENT AND FAMILY SUPPORT
WORKING GROUP

(a) Creation. There is created the Prenatal Engagement and Family
Support Working Group to examine the Department for Children and Families’
current practice of using a pregnancy calendar to monitor and track certain
pregnant individuals in Vermont and provide recommendations on alternatives

to a pregnancy calendar and ways to support pregnant individuals in need of
Services.

(b) Membership. The Working Group shall be composed of the following

members:

(1) the Deputy Commissioner of the Family Services Division of the
Department for Children and Families;

(2) the Vermont Child, Youth, and Family Advocate or designee;
(3) the Executive Director of Vermont Family Network or designee;
(4) the Executive Director of Vermont Legal Aid or designee;

(5) the President of Planned Parenthood of Northern New England or
designee;

(6) the Executive Director of the Vermont Parent Representation Center
or designee;

(7)_the Executive Director of Recovery Partners Vermont or designee;

(8) the Executive Director of Voices for Vermont’s Children or
designee;

(9) the Director of the Department of Health’s Maternal and Child
Health Division or designee;

(10) a representative, appointed by Children of Recovering Mothers’
Team at the Kidsafe Collaborative;

(11) the Director of the Office of the Defender General’s Juvenile
Division or designee;

(12) an individual with lived experience of being monitored by the
Department while pregnant, appointed by the Speaker of the House; and
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(13) an individual with lived experience of being monitored by the
Department while pregnant, appointed by the Senate Committee on
Committees.

(c) Powers and duties. The Working Group shall study the Department for
Children and Families’ current practice of using a pregnancy calendar to
monitor and track certain pregnant individuals in Vermont and provide
recommendations on alternatives to a pregnancy calendar and ways to support
pregnant individuals in need of services.

(d) Assistance. For the purposes of scheduling meetings and providing
administrative assistance, the Working Group shall have the assistance of the
Department for Children and Families.

(e) Report. On or before November 15, 2026, the Working Group shall

submit a written report to the House Committee on Human Services, the
Senate  Committee on Health and Welfare, and the House and Senate

Committees on Judiciary with its findings and any recommendations for
legislative action.

(f) Meetings.

(1) The Vermont Child, Youth, and Family Advocate or designee shall

call the first meeting of the Working Group to occur on or before August 1,
2026.

(2) The Working Group shall select a chair from among its members at

the first meeting.

(3) A majority of the membership shall constitute a quorum.

(4) The Working Group shall cease to exist on February 1, 2027.

(g)(1) Compensation and reimbursement. Members of the Working Group
who are not otherwise compensated for attendance at meetings shall be entitled
to per diem compensation and expenses as permitted under 32 V.S.A. § 1010

for not more than five meetings.

(2) Members of the Working Group who are not participating in their
professional capacity shall be entitled to per diem compensation and
reimbursement of expenses as permitted under 32 V.S.A. § 1010 for not more

than five meetings. These payments shall be made from monies appropriated
to the Department for Children and Families.
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* # * Effective Dates * * *
Sec. 17. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) This section and Sec. 10 (report; restraint in transportation), Sec. 11
(use of force policy), Sec. 14 (report; children in correctional facilities), and
Sec. 15 (proposal to extend supports for children over 17 years of age) shall
take effect on passage.

(b) Sec. 9 (transportation of a child) and Sec. 12 (restraint and seclusion)
shall take effect on January 1. 2027.

(c) Sec.2 (33 V.S.A. § 4902), Sec. 3 (33 V.S.A. § 4907), and Sec. 13 (33
V.S.A. § 5130(D)) shall take effect on July 1, 2028.

(d) All remaining sections shall take effect on July 1, 2026.

Senate Proposal of Amendment to House Proposal of Amendment
S. 202

An act relating to portable solar energy generation devices

The Senate concurs in the House proposal of amendment with further
proposals of amendment thereto as follows:

First: In Sec. 2, 30 V.S.A. § 256, by striking out subsection (g) in its
entirety and inserting in lieu thereof a new subsection (g) to read as follows:

(g) A tenant shall provide at least 10 days’ notice to the landlord of the
tenant’s intent to install a plug-in photovoltaic device in compliance with
subsection (a) of this section in the building. The landlord shall respond
within 10 days with any reasonable restrictions on the installation of the
device, including requiring the tenant to pay for any required electrical work
and hiring a licensed electrician to do the work. If the landlord does not
respond within 10 days, the tenant may proceed with installation. A tenant
shall not perform or hire someone to perform electrical work on the premises
for the installation of a plug-in photovoltaic device without the landlord’s
permission. A landlord shall not be compelled to perform or pay for electrical
work on the premises to allow for the installation of a plug-in photovoltaic
device.

Second: In Sec. 5, 9 V.S.A. § 2795, in subsection (a), by striking out
subdivision (6) in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof a new subdivision
(6) to read as follows:

(6) In the rules, the Commissioner shall adopt minimum efficiency and
water conservation standards for each product that is subject to a standard
under 10 C.F.R. §§ 430 and 431 as those provisions existed on January 19,
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2047 2025 and amended in a final rule entitled “Energy Conservation
Program: Energy Conservation Standards for Expanded Scope Electric
Motors” signed on January 8, 2025, excluding any motor incorporated into a
product to which a federal energy conservation standard applies under 10
C.F.R. § 430 or 431. The minimum standard and the testing protocol for each
product shall be the same as adopted in those sections of the Code of Federal
Regulations, except that for faucets, showerheads, and urinals, the minimum
standard and testing protocol shall be as otherwise set forth in this section.

Amendment to be offered by Rep. James of Manchester to S. 202

That the House concur in the Senate proposal of amendment to the House
proposal of amendment with further proposal of amendment thereto in Sec. 5,
9 V.S.A. § 2795, in subsection (a), by striking out subdivision (6) in its
entirety and inserting in lieu thereof a new subdivision (6) to read as follows:

(6) In the rules, the Commissioner shall adopt minimum efficiency and
water conservation standards for each product that is subject to a standard
under 10 C.F.R. §§ 430 and 431 as those provisions existed on January 19,
2047 2025. The minimum standard and the testing protocol for each product
shall be the same as adopted in those sections of the Code of Federal
Regulations, except that for faucets, showerheads, and urinals, the minimum
standard and testing protocol shall be as otherwise set forth in this section.

S. 298
An act relating to creating the Vermont Voting Rights Act

The Senate concurs in the House proposal of amendment with further
proposals of amendment thereto as follows:

First: By striking out Sec. 4, 17 V.S.A. § 2414, in its entirety and inserting
in lieu thereof a new Sec. 4 to read as follows:

Sec. 4. CANDIDATES FOR STATE, LEGISLATIVE, AND
COUNTY OFFICE; DISCLOSURE FORM

Through May 30, 2027:
(1) The State Ethics Commission shall provide informational resources

to candidates and answer candidates’ questions regarding the requirements of
17 V.S.A. § 2414, how to accurately complete and submit the candidate

disclosure form, and the penalties for failing to properly file the disclosure
form pursuant to 17 V.S.A. § 2415. The Commission shall make available on

its web page the disclosure form, preprepared responses to frequently asked
questions, and any informational resources and materials that it deems
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necessary to adequately inform candidates of how to comply with the
provisions of 17 V.S.A. §§ 2414 and 2415.

(2) The Office of the Secretary of State shall provide hyperlinks from its

web page connecting to the disclosure form and other materials and resources

required of the State Ethics Commission pursuant to subdivision (1) of this

section.

Second: By adding a new section, to be Sec. 4a, to read as follows:

Sec. 4a. MANAGEMENT OF CANDIDATE DISCLOSURE FORMS;
REPORT

On_or before January 30, 2027, the State Ethics Commission and the
Secretary of State’s Office shall report to the House Committee on
Government Operations and Military Affairs and the Senate Committee on
Government Operations their combined and shared recommendations on how

to best manage candidate disclosure forms required under 17 V.S.A. §§ 2414
and 2415.

Third: By adding a new section, to be Sec. 4b, to read as follows:
Sec. 4b. 17 V.S.A. § 2901 is amended to read:
§ 2901. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

* %k 3k

(13) “Political committee” or “political action committee” means any
formal or informal committee of one or more individuals or a corporation,
labor organization, public interest group, or other entity, not including a
political party, that accepts contributions er and makes expenditures in any
amounts in any two-year general election cycle for the purpose of supporting
or opposing one or more candidates, influencing an election, or advocating a
position on a public question in any election, and includes a legislative
leadership political committee.

* ok 3k

New Business
Third Reading
S. 208

An act relating to standards for law enforcement identification
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S. 212
An act relating to potable water supply and wastewater system connections
S. 214

An act relating to the provision of prekindergarten education in
geographically isolated school districts

S. 326

An act relating to miscellaneous amendments to laws relating to motor
vehicles

Amendment to be offered by Rep. Burke of Brattleboro to S. 326

That the House proposal of amendment be amended in Sec. 22, inspection
manual; amendment, after subdivision (c)(3), by inserting a new subsection to
be subsection (d) to read as follows:

(d) Nothing in this section shall be construed to permit the Department of

Motor Vehicles to amend the rules relating to emissions inspections for motor
vehicles.

Amendment to be offered by Rep. Tomlinson of Winooski to S. 326

That the House proposal of amendment be amended after Sec. 11, 23
V.S.A. § 2158, fees for towing; public property funding, by inserting a Sec.
11a to read as follows:

Sec. 11a. 23 V.S.A. § 2154 is amended to read:
§ 2154. IDENTIFICATION AND RECLAMATION OF ABANDONED
MOTOR VEHICLES

(a) The Department shall make a reasonable attempt to locate and provide
notice to an owner of an abandoned motor vehicle.

* %k 3k

(3) The Department shall maintain and keep current on its website a list
of vehicles for which an application for a certificate of abandoned motor
vehicle has been filed and contact information for Department personnel to
whom evidence of ownership may be presented under subsection (b) of this

section. At a minimum and to the extent permitted by federal law, the list shall
include the vehicle’s make; registration plate number or public vehicle

identification number, or both if available; model; model year; and the name
and contact information of the person who applied for the certificate of

abandoned motor vehicle.

- 3476 -



* %k 3k

Amendment to be offered by Rep. Noyes of Wolcott to S. 326
That the House proposal of amendment be amended as follows:

First: After Sec. 22, inspection manual; amendment, by inserting four new
sections to be Secs. 22a, 22b, 22¢, and 22d and their reader assistance heading
to read as follows:

* * * Inspection of Motor Vehicles * * *
Sec. 22a. 23 V.S.A. § 1222 is amended to read:
§ 1222. INSPECTION OF REGISTERED VEHICLES

(a)(1) Exeept—tfoer—sehool School buses;—whieh shall be inspected as
prescribed in section 1282 of this title;-and-meter.

(2) Motor buses, as defined in subdivision 4(17) of this title, whieh shall
be—inspeeted undergo a safety and emissions inspection twice during the
calendar year at six-month intervals;-all to determine whether those vehicles

are properly equipped and in good mechanical condition.
(3) All other commercial motor vehicles shall be inspected as required

by federal law and regulations.

(4) _All other motor vehicles registered in this State shall undergo a
safety inspection every two years and either a visual emissions inspection once

each year and-all or, for motor vehicles that areregistered-in-this-State-and are
16 model years old or less shal-underge, an emissions or on board diagnostic

(OBD) systems inspection once each year as applicable.

(5) Any motor vehicle;tratler;-er-semi-tratler not currently inspected in
this State shall be inspected as provided pursuant to this subsection within 15
days following the date of its registration in the State of Vermont.

* sk 3k

Sec. 22b. 23 V.S.A. § 1222 is amended to read:
§ 1222. INSPECTION OF REGISTERED VEHICLES

(a)(1) School buses shall be inspected as prescribed in section 1282 of this
title.

* %k 3k

(4) All other motor vehicles registered in this State shall, every two

years, undergo a safety inspection every—two—years and either a visual
emissions inspection enee-each—year or, for motor vehicles that are 16 model
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years old or less, an emissions or on board diagnostic (OBD) systems

inspection enee-each-year as applicable.

* %k sk

Sec. 22c. DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION;
STATE IMPLEMENTATION PLAN; INSPECTION AND
MAINTENANCE; REVISION

The Department of Environmental Conservation shall amend the Inspection
and Maintenance State Implementation Plan (SIP) to permit emissions
inspections of noncommercial motor vehicles every other year. Upon
completion of the amendment, the Department shall seek approval from the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency of the amended SIP.

Sec. 22d. DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES; INSPECTION FEES;
REPORT

On or before January 15, 2027, the Department of Motor Vehicles shall
submit a proposal for amendments to 23 V.S.A. § 1230 to revise the amount of
the fees paid to the Department for each inspection certificate issued to ensure
that the provisions of Secs. 22a and 22b of this act do not result in a loss of
revenue to the Department.

Second: By striking out Sec. 29, effective date, and its reader assistance
heading in their entireties and inserting in lieu thereof a reader assistance
heading and a new Sec. 29 to read as follows:

* * * Effective Dates * * *
Sec. 29. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) Sec. 22b shall take effect upon the effective date of an amended
Inspection and Maintenance State Implementation Plan approved by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency as provided pursuant to Sec. 22c.

(b) The remaining sections shall take effect on July 1, 2026.

Governor's Veto
H. 674

An act relating to the creation of the Vermont Sister State Program

Text of Veto Message

The text of the communication from His Excellency, the Governor, whereby
he vetoed and returned unsigned House Bill No. H. 674 to the House is as
follows:
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May 18, 2026

The Honorable BetsyAnn Wrask

Clerk of the Vermont House of Representatives
State House

Montpelier, VT 05633

Dear Ms. Wrask:

Pursuant to Chapter II, Section 11 of the Vermont Constitution, I’m returning
unsigned and without my approval, in the time permitted by the Constitution,
H.674, An act relating to the creation of the Vermont Sister State Program.

This bill would create a 9-person Sister State Program Committee, allocate
significant authority to the Committee for choosing Sister State applicants for
recommendation to the Governor, and would have sole authority to terminate
partnerships with a simple majority vote of those present at a meeting.

Chapter II, Section 20 of the Vermont Constitution provides: “The Governor is
to correspond with other states, [and] transact business with officers of
government, civil and military...” The Committee’s sole authority to terminate
partnerships in the bill becomes Constitutionally impermissible as it usurps the
Governor’s express Constitutional authority to transact business with officers
of government.

I understand the value of these partnerships and could support a bill provided it
removes the termination provision while keeping the remaining sections.

Sincerely,

Philip B. Scott
Governor
PBS/kp

Action Postponed Until Thursday, May 21, 2026
Senate Proposal of Amendment
H. 921
An act relating to alcoholic beverages
The Senate proposes to the House to amend the bill as follows:

First: In Sec. 2, 7 V.S.A. § 224, in subdivision (c¢)(1), following “not more
than” by striking out “10” and inserting in lieu thereof the word “five”
Second: In Sec. 6, 7 V.S.A. § 271, after the period at the end of subsection

(g), by inserting “A licensed manufacturer of malt beverages shall retain
copies of records of distribution and sales made pursuant to this subsection.
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Annually, on or before January 15, a licensed manufacturer shall report to the
Division in a manner and form required by the Commissioner the total amount

of malt beverages distributed pursuant to this subsection during the preceding
12 months.”

Third: By striking out Sec. 7, 7 V.S.A. § 271 in its entirety and inserting in
lieu thereof a new Sec. 7 to read as follows:

Sec. 7. [Deleted.]

Fourth: By adding two new sections to be Secs. 11 and 12 and a reader
assistance heading to read as follows:

* * * Caterer’s License * * *
Sec. 11. 7 V.S.A. § 2 is amended to read:
§ 2. DEFINITIONS
As used in this title:

* %k sk

(5) “Caterer’s license” means a license issued by the Board of Liquor
and Lottery authorizing the holder of a first-class license or first- and third-

class licenses to serve alcoholic beverages at a function leeated-en—premises

f >t Ej a fi{SE s fi{SE aﬁd Ehﬁd s ot Seeeﬁd e}aSS heeﬁsee
to-sel-aleohelic-beverages pursuant to section 241 of this title.

* %k 3k

Sec. 12. 7 V.S.A. § 241 is amended to read:
§ 241. CATERER’S LICENSE; COMMERCIAL CATERING LICENSE

(a) The Board of Liquor and Lottery may issue a caterer’s license or a
commercial catering license to a person who holds a first-class license or first-
and third-class licenses. The holder of a caterer’s license is authorized to serve

alcoholic beverages at a function located on premises other than those
occupied by another first-, first- and third-, or second-class licensee to sell

alcoholic beverages. The holder of a caterer’s license may host not more than
five functions per calendar vyear located on the license holder’s own first-. first-
and third-, or second-class licensed premises.

* %k 3k

Fifth: By renumbering Sec. 11, effective dates, to be Sec. 13 and in
subsection (b) of the new Sec. 13 by striking out the sentence “Sec. 7 shall
take effect on July 1, 2028.” and inserting in lieu thereof “[Deleted.]”
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Sixth: In Sec. 13, effective dates, in subsection (a), following “This section
and Secs. 9” by striking out “and 10 (deleting 2026 sunset of special venue
serving permits for retail establishments)” and inserting in lieu thereof

“through 12”

NOTICE CALENDAR
Favorable with Amendment
S. 193

An act relating to establishing a forensic facility for certain criminal justice-
involved persons

Rep. LaLonde of South Burlington, for the Committee on Judiciary,
recommends that the House propose to the Senate that the bill be amended by
striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

Sec. 1. LEGISLATIVE INTENT

It is the intent of the General Assembly that the Secretary of Human
Services shall establish and operate a locked secure forensic facility for the

competency restoration, evaluation, stabilization, treatment, and care of
persons who have been found not competent to stand trial or not guilty by
reason of insanity for serious criminal offenses. ~The Department of
Corrections shall not operate or staff the forensic facility, with the exception
that employees of the Department of Corrections may provide security services
for the facility at the admitting area of and around the outside perimeter of a
forensic facility if it is co-located on the grounds of a correctional facility.

Sec. 2. 13 V.S.A. § 4815a is added to read:
§ 4815a. COMPETENCY RESTORATION SERVICES WITHIN
FORENSIC FACILITY

(a) A person shall be placed at the forensic facility established in section
4826 of this title if the person:

(1) has been charged with an offense punishable by a life sentence;

(2)(A) has been held without bail pursuant to section 7553 of this title;

(B) _if the person is not held without bail pursuant to section 7553 of
this title, has a qualifying condition that. upon the person’s release, would
create a substantial risk of bodily injury to another person;
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(3) is not currently:

(A) receiving treatment through an order of hospitalization pursuant
to 18 V.S.A. § 7619 or section 4822 of this title; or

(B) subject to an order of commitment to the Commissioner of
Disabilities, Aging, and Independent Living issued under 18 V.S.A. § 8845 or

section 4823 of this title, unless the person is detained in a correctional facility
pending trial; and

(4) has been found not competent to stand trial.

(b)(1) The forensic facility shall cause the person to be evaluated for
competency to stand trial:

(A) six months from the date of admission, and thereafter every

six months from the issuance of an order for continued competency restoration
treatment under subdivision (3)(B) of this subsection (b); and

(B) at any time upon the determination by the Agency of Human
Services Medical Director that the person is likely competent to stand trial or
that it is unlikely that the person’s competency can be restored.

(2) The court shall hold a hearing after the competency evaluation, and
prior to the hearing, the results of all evaluations shall be supplied to the court
and the parties to the underlying criminal action.

(3)(A) If the court finds after the hearing that the person is competent to
stand trial, the court shall immediately notify the State’s Attorney and the
person’s counsel in the criminal case.

(B) If the court finds after the hearing that the person is not
competent to stand trial, the court shall order continued competency
restoration treatment at the facility pursuant to this section.

(4) Notwithstanding any other provision of law or rule, witnesses at

hearings held pursuant to this section shall be permitted to provide testimony
remotely.

(c)(1) At the request of a party or the Agency of Human Services Medical

Director, the court may order that a competency evaluation conducted pursuant
to subsection (b) of this section include an opinion on whether the person’s
competency can be restored. If a request is made pursuant to this subsection,
the forensic facility shall cause the person to be evaluated for restorability to
competence prior to the hearing.
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(2)_If the court finds that the person’s competency can be restored, the
court shall order continued competency restoration treatment at the facility
pursuant to this section.

(3)(A) If the court finds that the person’s competency cannot be
restored, the court shall hold a hearing within 60 days unless that period is
extended by the court for good cause.

(B) Prior to the date of the hearing, the court shall order that a
forensic risk assessment of the person be conducted that includes:

(1) the person’s history and present dangerousness;

(ii) a description of any tests that were employed and the results
of the tests;

(iii) the examiner’s findings;
(iv) the examiner’s opinion as to whether the person’s release

would create a substantial risk of bodily injury to another person;

(v) recommendations for evidence-based treatment and
supervision that would support the person’s success and mitigate risk of
aggression and violence;

(vi) the examiner’s opinion as to whether the person is a person in
need of custody, care, and habilitation as defined in 18 V.S.A. § 8839: and

(vii) the examiner’s opinion as to whether the person is competent

to stand trial.

(C) The results of all evaluations shall be supplied to the court and
the parties to the underlying criminal action.

(4)(A) If the State’s Attorney demonstrates by clear and convincing
evidence at a hearing held pursuant to subdivision (3)(A) of this subsection (c)
or (B) of this subdivision (4) that the person has a qualifying condition that,
upon the person’s release, would create a substantial risk of bodily injury to
another person, the court shall order continued commitment of the person
consistent with the person’s forensic risk assessment. The court shall order
treatment of the person, which may include appropriate supervision and
supervised housing, in the least restrictive setting consistent with the person’s
forensic risk assessment and treatment needs.

(B) If continued commitment is ordered pursuant to subdivision (A)
of this subdivision (4), the person’s commitment shall be reviewed by the

court:

(1) every 12 months: and
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(ii) at any time upon the determination by the Agency of Human

Services Medical Director that the person no longer has a qualifying condition
that, upon the person’s release, would create a substantial risk of bodily injury
to another person.

(5)(A) If the State’s Attorney does not demonstrate by clear and
convincing evidence at a hearing held pursuant to subdivision (3)(A) or (4)(B)
of this subsection (¢) that the person has a qualifying condition that, upon the
person’s release, would create a substantial risk of bodily injury to another
person, the court shall:

(i) order the release of the person under a prescribed regimen of
medical, psychiatric, or psychological care or treatment, housing, and
supervision by the Commissioner of Mental Health; the Department of
Disabilities, Aging, and Independent Living; or the Department of Health, that

the Agency of Human Services Medical Director has certified as appropriate;
and

(i1) order, as an explicit condition of supervision, that the person

comply with the prescribed regimen of medical, psychiatric, or psychological
care or treatment, housing, and supervision by the Commissioner of Mental

Health; the Department of Disabilities, Aging, and Independent Living; or the
Department of Health, together with any other conditions appropriate to

protect the public.

(B) A person’s release pursuant to this subdivision (5) shall be
reviewed by the court every 12 months. The person shall be released from the

supervision of the Commissioner of Mental Health; the Department of

Disabilities, Aging, and Independent Living; or the Department of Health
unless the State’s Attorney demonstrates by clear and convincing evidence at

the hearing that continued treatment and supervision is necessary to prevent
the person from becoming a substantial risk of bodily injury to another person.

(C)(1) The State’s Attorney shall make a reasonable effort to provide
the victim with prior notice of any hearing held pursuant to this subdivision
(5). The court may continue the hearing if the victim has not been provided
with the notice required by this subdivision (C)(i).

(i1) At any hearing under this subdivision (5), the court shall ask if
the victim is present and, if so, shall offer the victim the opportunity to be
heard. The court may consider any views offered at the hearing by the victim,
including the victim’s views concerning the offense and preferences for the
person’s placement and care. If the victim is not present at the hearing, the
court shall ask whether the victim has expressed oral or written views
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concerning the offense and preferences for the person’s placement and care,
and, if so, the court may consider those views.

(6)(A) If the court finds that the person’s competency cannot be
restored, and finds by clear and convincing evidence that the person is a person
in need of custody, care, and habilitation as defined in 18 V.S.A. § 8839, the
court shall issue an order of commitment for up to one year directed to the

Commissioner of Disabilities, Aging, and Independent Living for placement in

a designated program in the least restrictive environment consistent with the
person’s need for custody, care, and habilitation. The order of commitment

shall have the same force and effect as an order issued under 18 V.S.A. chapter
206, subchapter 3 and persons committed under the order shall have the same
status, and the same rights, including the right to receive care and habilitation,
to be examined and discharged, and to apply for and obtain judicial review of
their cases, as persons ordered committed under 18 V.S.A. chapter 206,
subchapter 3.

(B)(1) The Commissioner shall provide appropriate custody, care, and

habilitation in a designated program to a person committed under subdivision
(A) of this subdivision (6).

(i1)) The court may order continued treatment at the forensic
facility for a period not to exceed one year if the court finds that the

Commissioner is not currently able to provide appropriate custody, care, and

habilitation in a designated program. For good cause shown the court may
extend the one-year period by an additional period not to exceed six months.

(C)1) The court shall review an order of continued treatment issued
pursuant to subdivision (B)(ii) of this subdivision (6) every 90 days.

(i1) If the court finds at the review that that appropriate custody,

care, and habilitation can be provided to the person in a designated program,
the court shall vacate the order for continued treatment and order the person

committed to the custody of the Commissioner pursuant to subdivision (A) of
this subdivision (6).

(ii1) If the court finds at the review that that appropriate custody,

care, and habilitation cannot be provided to the person in a designated
program. the court shall order continued treatment at the forensic facility

pursuant to subdivision (B)(ii) of this subdivision (6).

(D) The Commissioner may at any time certify to the court that

appropriate custody, care, and habilitation can be provided to the person in a
designated program, and after such a certification the court shall vacate the
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order for continued treatment and order the person committed to the custody of
the Commissioner pursuant to subdivision (A) of this subdivision (6).

(E) As used in this subdivision (6), “Commissioner” means the
Commissioner of Disabilities, Aging, and Independent Living.

(d) Except as provided in subdivisions (¢)(4)(A). (¢)(5). and (¢)(6)(A) of
this section, the person shall remain at the forensic facility until the person is
restored to competency or until there is a final disposition of the charges
against the person.

(e¢) The person shall receive competency restoration services while at the
forensic facility according to a plan approved by the Agency of Human
Services Medical Director. Such services shall include any appropriate
combination of medication, education, accommodations, habilitation, or other
services identified as necessary or proper to achieve and maintain competency
to stand trial. The person’s refusal to receive competency restoration services
shall not be grounds for release or dismissal from the forensic facility.

(f) Competency restoration services shall be provided to the person at the
forensic facility, or at another location as part of a discharge plan, until the
person is restored to competency or until there is a final disposition of the
charges against the person.

(g)(1) As appropriate for the needs of the person, the Commissioner of
Mental Health; of Health; or of Disabilities, Aging, and Independent Living
shall actively monitor compliance with orders issued pursuant to subdivision
(€)(5) of this section. Upon request from the commissioner monitoring the
person, the court shall immediately order return of a person to the forensic
facility if:

(A) the person was released from the facility pursuant to subdivision
(c)(5) of this section; and

(B) the Agency of Human Services Medical Director has reason to

believe that, due to a qualifying condition, the person’s continued release
would create a substantial risk of bodily injury to another person.

(2) The commissioner monitoring the person shall notify the court
where the person was committed upon return of the person to the forensic
facility. Upon readmission, the court shall hold a hearing at which the State’s

Attorney shall have the burden of establishing by clear and convincing
evidence that the person has a qualifying condition that, if the person’s release

continues, would create a substantial risk of bodily injury to another person. If
the State’s Attorney meets its burden, the court shall order the person
readmitted to the forensic facility for treatment pursuant to this section. If the
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State’s Attorney does not meet its burden, the court shall order the person
restored to the status the person had when the person was returned to the

facility.

(h) The Agency of Human Services Medical Director shall receive prior

approval of the Criminal Division of the Superior Court where the person’s
underlying criminal charge is pending for any competency restoration plan

involving involuntary medication. The court shall not approve involuntary
medication unless the State’s Attorney establishes by clear and convincing
evidence that:

(1) the involuntary medication is medically appropriate:

(2) the involuntary medication serves the important governmental
interests of bringing to trial an individual accused of a serious crime and
ensuring a fair, timely prosecution;

(3) the involuntary medication significantly furthers these important

governmental interests by making it substantially likely to render the defendant
competent to stand trial; and

(4) any alternative, less intrusive treatments are unlikely to achieve the

same results.

(i)  When an evaluation is required of the person’s competency or
restorability under this section, the defense shall be entitled to conduct an
independent evaluation and introduce the results at the hearing.

Sec. 3. 13 V.S.A. § 4817 is amended to read:
§ 4817. COMPETENCY TO STAND TRIAL; DETERMINATION;
DISMISSAL

* %k 3k

(e)(1) When a person has been found incompetent to stand trial for an
alleged misdemeanor offense, the charges against the person shall be dismissed
without prejudice if, after the finding of incompetence, the case remains
inactive for a continuous period of time equal to or greater than the maximum
sentence for the offense. Dismissal under this section shall not be required if
the court finds that dismissing the case would be contrary to the interests of

justice.

(2)(A) If the offense is not a qualifying crime under subdivision 7601(4)
of this title, the court shall hold a hearing prior to dismissing a case under this

subsection (¢). The State’s Attorney shall make a reasonable effort to provide

the victim with prior notice of the hearing, and the court may continue the
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hearing if the victim has not been provided with the notice required by this
subdivision (2)(A).

(B) At the hearing, the court shall ask if the victim is present and, if
so, shall offer the victim the opportunity to be heard. The court may consider
any views offered at the hearing by the victim, including the victim’s views
concerning the offense and the interests of justice. If the victim is not present
at the hearing, the court shall ask whether the victim has expressed oral or

written views concerning the offense and the interests of justice, and, if so, the
court may consider those views.

Sec. 4. 13 V.S.A § 4819a is added to read:
§ 4819a. FORENSIC FACILITY PLACEMENT FOR PERSONS
NOT GUILTY BY REASON OF INSANITY FOR CERTAIN
CRIMES
(a)(1) A person who is charged with an offense punishable by a life

sentence and is found not guilty only by reason of insanity at the time of the

offense charged shall be committed to a forensic facility pursuant to this
section. This section shall not be construed to prohibit the temporary transfer
of a person requiring inpatient treatment through an order of hospitalization
pursuant to 18 V.S.A. § 7619 or section 4822 of this title.

(2) The committing court shall retain jurisdiction over the person for all
proceedings under this section.

(b)(1) A hearing shall be held by the court where the person was tried

within 60 days following admission to the forensic facility, unless that period
1s extended by the court.

(2) Prior to the date of the hearing, the court shall order that a forensic
risk assessment of the person be conducted that includes:

(A) the person’s history and present dangerousness:

(B) a description of any tests that were employed and the results of
the tests;

(C) the examiner’s findings;
(D) the examiner’s opinion as to whether the person’s release would

create a substantial risk of bodily injury to another person; and

(E) recommendations for evidence-based treatment and supervision

that would support the individual’s success and mitigate risk of ageression and
violence.
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(3) The results of all evaluations shall be supplied to the court and the
parties to the underlying criminal action.

(4)(A) At the hearing, the court shall order the person committed to the

forensic facility if the State’s Attorney establishes by clear and convincing
evidence that the person has a qualifying condition that. upon the person’s
release, would create a substantial risk of bodily injury to another person.

(B) If the State’s Attorney does not establish by clear and convincing
evidence that the person has a qualifying condition that, upon the person’s
release, would create a substantial risk of bodily injury to another person, the
court shall enter an order releasing the person pursuant to subdivisions
(e)(3)(A) and (B) of this section.

(C) Notwithstanding any other provision of law or rule, witnesses at
the hearing shall be permitted to provide testimony remotely.

(c) A person committed to the forensic facility pursuant to this section shall

not be released until the court finds pursuant to subsection (e) of this section
that the person no longer has a qualifying condition that, upon the person’s
release, would create a substantial risk of bodily injury to another person.

(d) The Agency of Human Services Medical Director shall, taking into

account public safety and the least restrictive conditions applicable, provide
adequate care and individualized treatment at the forensic facility to persons
ordered committed pursuant to this section. In order that the Medical Director
may adequately determine the nature of the person’s condition and needs, all

persons committed pursuant to this section shall be promptly examined by
qualified personnel in order to provide a proper evaluation, diagnosis, and

treatment plan.

(e)(1)(A)(i) The State’s Attorney shall petition the committing court for
review of the person’s commitment:

(I) six months after the date that the person is committed

pursuant to subdivision (b)(4)(A) of this section;

(I) three years after a commitment order issued following a

review under subdivision (1) of this subdivision (1);

(II) every fifth year after a commitment order issued

following a review under subdivision (II) of this subdivision (i); and

(IV) at any time upon certification at any time to the Secretary
of Human Services by the Agency of Human Services Medical Director that
the person no longer has a qualifying condition that, upon the person’s release,
would create a substantial risk of bodily injury to another person.
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(ii)) The Secretary of Human Services shall provide all reports

required under this section to the State’s Attorney, who shall file them with the

(B)(1) A person committed pursuant to subdivision (b)(4)(A) of this

section may petition the committing court for release on the grounds that the
person no longer has a qualifying condition that, upon the person’s release,

would create a substantial risk of bodily injury to another person.

(i1) A petition shall not be filed pursuant to this subdivision (B):

(I) until at least 90 days after the issuance of the commitment
order pursuant to subdivision (b)(4)(A) of this section; and

(II) more frequently than once during each applicable period
set forth in subdivision (A)(i) of this subdivision (e)(1).

(2)_If the State’s Attorney establishes by clear and convincing evidence
that the person has a qualifying condition that, upon the person’s release,
would create a substantial risk of bodily injury to another person, the court

shall deny the petition and order the person committed to the forensic facility
for continued treatment pursuant to this section.

(3) If the State’s Attorney does not establish by clear and convincing
evidence that the person has a qualifying condition that, upon the person’s
release, would create a substantial risk of bodily injury to another person, the
court shall:

(A) order the release of the person under a prescribed regimen of
medical, psychiatric, or psychological care or treatment, including supervision

and housing, that the Agency of Human Services Medical Director has
certified as appropriate; and

(B) order, as an explicit condition of supervision, that the person
comply with the prescribed regimen of evidence-informed medical,
psychiatric, or psychological care or treatment, including supervision and
housing, together with any other conditions appropriate to protect the public.

As appropriate for the needs of the person, the Commissioner of Mental

Health; of Health; or of Disabilities, Aging, and Independent Living shall
actively monitor compliance with orders issued pursuant to subdivision (e)(2)
of this section. Upon request from the commissioner monitoring the person,
the court shall immediately order return of the person to the forensic facility if
the Agency of Human Services Medical Director determines that the person is
noncompliant with the order and that the noncompliance may create a risk of
bodily injury to another person. The commissioner monitoring the person
shall notify the court where the person was committed upon return of the
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person to the forensic facility. Upon readmission, the court shall hold a
hearing at which the State’s Attorney shall have the burden of establishing by

clear and convincing evidence that the person was noncompliant with the
court’s order for conditional release and that the noncompliance creates a risk
of bodily injury to another person.

(2)(1) The State’s Attorney shall provide the victim with prior notice of
any hearing held pursuant to this section. The court may continue the hearing
if the victim has not been provided with the notice required by this
subdivision.

(2) At any hearing under this section, the court shall ask if the victim is
present and, if so, shall offer the victim the opportunity to be heard. The court
may consider any views offered at the hearing by the victim, including the
victim’s views concerning the offense and preferences for the person’s
placement and care. If the victim is not present at the hearing, the court shall
ask whether the victim has expressed oral or written views concerning the
offense and preferences for the person’s placement and care, and, if so, the
court may consider those views.

Sec. 5. 13 V.S.A. § 4826 is added to read:
§ 4826. FORENSIC FACILITY; DEFINITIONS
(a)(1) As used in this chapter:

(A) “Competency can be restored” means a substantial probability
that in the foreseeable future the person will attain the capacity to permit the

proceedings to go forward.
(B) “Forensic facility” means a locked secure facility licensed as a

therapeutic community residence as defined in 33 V.S.A. § 7102(11) where:
(i) the Agency of Human Services provides for the secure

competency restoration, evaluation, stabilization, treatment, and care of
persons with a qualifying condition who are involved in the legal system and
who do not require a hospitalization level of care; and

(i) a person is transferred pursuant to subsections 4815a(a) and
4819a(a) of this title.

(C)  “Qualifying condition” means any condition whether mental,
congenital, or traumatic, however acquired or developed., or any other

circumstance that resulted in the person being determined:

(1) incompetent to stand trial; or

(i1) not guilty by reason of insanity.
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(2) The evaluations required by this chapter may be conducted pursuant
to contracts entered into between the Commissioner of Buildings and General
Services and evaluation providers.

(3) Prior to any hearing under section 4815a or 4819a of this title, the
person shall be required, at the request of a party, to permit an expert
assessment of the person’s competency, forensic risk, or restorability to

competency.
(b) The Secretary of Human Services shall establish and operate a locked

secure forensic facility for the competency restoration, evaluation,
stabilization, treatment, and care of persons who have been transferred
pursuant to subsections 4815a(a) and 4819a(a) of this title. The forensic
facility’s clinical, forensic, and competency restoration services shall be
overseen by the Agency of Human Services Medical Director.  The
Department of Corrections shall not play a role in the forensic facility’s
operation, the provision of services, or internal security, except to provide
security services for the facility at the admitting area and around the outside
perimeter if the facility is co-located on the grounds of a correctional facility.
The forensic facility shall:

(1) be designed and operated in a manner that supports therapeutic,
recovery-oriented, and trauma-informed programming in a therapeutic
community residence, while maintaining appropriate levels of safety and
security;

(2) not refuse any persons it is ordered to admit and shall not require
any clinical or diagnostic prerequisites for admission;

(3) provide for the safe competency restoration, evaluation, treatment,
stabilization, and care of persons, including the ability to separate the
population by sex or gender and to otherwise address clinical, safety, or
operational considerations as appropriate, including the possible operation of
multiple facilities;

(4) follow the direction of the Agency of Human Services Medical

Director, who shall oversee all forensic, clinical, and competency restoration
services provided to transferred persons;

(5) implement staff qualifications, licensure, training, and supervision

requirements that are sufficient to ensure that persons transferred to the
forensic facility have access to clinically appropriate care, treatment, services,
and supports consistent with individual needs and with applicable professional
standards;
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(6) ensure that a registered nurse licensed pursuant to 26 V.S.A. chapter
28 or a physician licensed pursuant to 26 V.S.A. chapter 23 or 33 is available
to provide care to transferred persons 24 hours a day, seven days a week:

(7) _ensure that persons receive clinically appropriate assessment and
treatment planning and competency restoration plans, as appropriate, including
the development of an initial person-specific treatment plan within 72 hours
following transfer, which shall be reviewed periodically as clinically indicated;

(8) ensure that clinical services and programming include psychiatric

care, management of medications, education about court procedures,
habilitation, and trauma-informed care. as appropriate;

(9) continue to provide evaluation, treatment, stabilization, and care of a
resident who has regained competency while the resident awaits and
participates in the resident’s trial;

(10) provide residents with interpreters, as appropriate;

(11) implement grievance and appeals procedures; and

(12) implement a process for reporting instances of death or serious

bodily injury to residents of the forensic facility to the Agency of Human
Services Medical Director.

(¢) Any records related to a person placed at the forensic facility shall be
exempt from public inspection and copying under the Public Records Act and
shall be kept confidential, except that:

(1) the records shall be made available to the parties in the underlying
criminal case upon request; and

(2)  the person’s health care providers may, with the person’s
permission, view forensic facility records of the person’s psychiatric
assessments at the facility, including assessments of the person’s competency

to stand trial and criminal responsibility.
(d) Persons shall be admitted to and maintained at the forensic facility

pursuant to sections 4815a and 4819a of this title, and in proceedings under
those sections shall be entitled to have counsel appointed from Vermont Legal

Aid to represent them.
(e) The Secretary of Human Services shall regularly consult with the
Commissioners of Corrections; of Mental Health; of Health; and of

Disabilities, Aging, and Independent Living when performing the duties
required by this chapter for operating the forensic facility.
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(f) The Agency of Human Services Medical Director and an evaluator

submitting a report pursuant to sections 4815a and 4819a of this title shall
testify at any hearing under those sections if requested by the court or a party.

(g) The Secretary of Human Services shall adopt rules pursuant to 3 V.S.A.

chapter 25 to implement this section.
Sec. 6. 18 V.S.A. § 7257 is amended to read:
§ 7257. REPORTABLE ADVERSE EVENTS

(a) An acute inpatient hospital, an intensive residential recovery facility, a
designated agency, a psychiatric residential treatment facility for youth, a
forensic facility, or a secure residential recovery facility shall report to the
Department of Mental Health instances of death or serious bodily injury to
individuals with a mental condition or psychiatric disability in the custody or
temporary custody of the Commissioner.

* % %
Sec. 7. FEASIBILITY PLAN; FORENSIC FACILITY

(a) On or before January 15, 2027, the Secretary of Human Services, in
consultation with the Department of Buildings and General Services, shall
submit a feasibility plan for the development and operation of a forensic
facility to the House Committees on Appropriations, on Corrections and
Institutions, on Health Care, on Human Services, and on Judiciary and to the
Senate Committees on Appropriations, on Health and Welfare, on Institutions,
and on Judiciary. The feasibility plan shall assume that operation, staffing, and
programming at the forensic facility shall be provided by the Agency of
Human Services or its departments, with the exception that the Department of
Corrections shall not play a role in its operation, the provision of services, or
internal security, other than the provision of security services for the facility at
the admitting area and around the outside perimeter if the facility is co-located
on the grounds of a correctional facility. The feasibility plan shall address the

following:
(1) the proposed location of a forensic facility, which shall be

independent from a correctional facility, and, if on the same grounds as a
correctional facility, shall be separated by sight and sound;

(2) the proposed design plans for a forensic facility that allows for the
ability to separate residents by sex or gender and clinical need;

(3) the number of beds within a forensic facility;

(4) the entity or entities responsible for operating and providing services
in a forensic facility:
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(5) the timeline for constructing a stand-alone forensic facility or fitting
up an existing stand-alone facility to operate as a forensic facility;

(6) the estimated cost of constructing or fitting up and operating a
forensic facility;

(7) _which aspects of the therapeutic community residence rule would

need to be modified to operate the forensic facility as a therapeutic community
residence;

(8) the clinical services available at a forensic facility, including on-site
competency restoration services:

9) the proposed staffing levels, staff qualifications, and potential

contracting needs necessary to establish a multidisciplinary clinical team at the
forensic facility that reflects best practices, including required evidence-based.,

trauma-informed staff training and multiple potential staffing strategies;

(10) the physical and staff security plan within and around the perimeter
of a forensic facility, including therapeutic design and clinical supervision that
reflect best practices, which shall not involve the Department of Corrections,
with the exception that employees of the Department of Corrections may
provide security services for the facility at the admitting area and around the
outside perimeter of the facility if it is co-located on the grounds of a
correctional facility;

(11) a resident discharge and community monitoring plan from each
department with custody of individuals in the forensic facility, developed in
consultation with the Department of Corrections, that prioritizes community
safety and provides residential, clinical, and case management services;

(12) opportunities and cost estimates for persons who would be eligible
for placement at the forensic facility to receive the following services while
the development of a forensic facility in Vermont is pending:

(A) placement in an out-of-state residence where clinically
appropriate programming can be provided; and
(B) a competency restoration program within a Vermont correctional

facility, provided by an entity that is not under contract with the Department of
Corrections;

(13) a plan for the expansion of 1988 Acts and Resolves No. 248 to
include individuals with a cognitive disability;

(14) annual reporting metrics on the demographics, outcomes, and
staffing at the forensic facility; and
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(15) any recommendations for legislative action to effectuate the

development of a therapeutic, trauma-informed forensic facility.

(b) At the August and November 2026 meetings of the Joint Legislative

Justice Oversight Committee, the Secretary of Human Services or designee
shall provide an interim status update on the development of the feasibility

plan required pursuant to subsection (a) of this section.

Sec. &. Rule 1101 of the Vermont Rules of Evidence is amended to read:
RULE 1101. APPLICABILITY OF RULES

(a) Rules applicable. Except as otherwise provided in subdivision (b),
these rules apply to all actions and proceedings in the courts of this state.

(b) Rules inapplicable. The rules other than those with respect to
privileges do not apply in the following situations:

* %k 3k

(3) Miscellaneous Proceedings.  Proceedings for extradition or
rendition; inquest proceedings; except as otherwise provided by statute or rule
promulgated by the Supreme Court, sentencing or granting or revoking

probation; proceedings concerning competency restoration; granting or

revoking conditional release from a forensic facility; finding probable cause
for arrests without warrant and issuance of citations, warrants for arrest,

criminal summonses, and search warrants.
k sk ok
Sec. 9. SUNSET

Sec. 7(a)(12) (interim competency restoration program) of this act shall be
repealed on January 1, 2028.

Sec. 10. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) This section, Sec. 3 (13 V.S.A. § 4817), Sec. 7 (feasibility plan;
forensic facility), and Sec. 9 (sunset of interim competency restoration
program) shall take effect on July 1. 2026.

(b) All remaining sections shall take effect on January 1, 2028.
(Committee vote: 9-0-2)

Rep. Squirrell of Underhill, for the Committee on Appropriations,
recommends that the report of the Committee on Judiciary be amended in Sec.
7, feasibility plan; forensic facility, by inserting a new subsection to be
subsection (¢) to read as follows:
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(c) Absent further legislative enactment by the General Assembly, the
Agency of Human Services and its departments shall not advance the

development of the forensic facility other than what is required to complete the
feasibility plan required by this section.

(Committee Vote: 10-0-1)

Senate Proposal of Amendment
H. 578
An act relating to penalties and procedures for animal cruelty offenses

The Senate proposes to the House to amend the bill by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 13 V.S.A. § 351 is amended to read:
§ 351. DEFINITIONS
As used in this chapter:

(21) “Sexual conduct” means:

(A) any act between a person and animal that involves contact
between the mouth, sex organ, or anus of a person and the mouth, sex organ,
or anus of an animal; er

(B) without a bona fide veterinary or animal husbandry purpose, the
insertion, however slight, of any part of a person’s body or of any instrument,
apparatus, or other object into the vaginal or anal opening of an animal;

(C) without a bona fide veterinary or animal husbandry purpose, a
person touching or fondling a sex organ or anus of an animal, either directly or
through clothing; or

(D) without a bona fide veterinary or animal husbandry purpose, any

intentional transfer or transmission of semen by a person upon any part of an
animal.

* %k sk

(25) “Working with” means working or volunteering in any capacity,
including as an independent contractor, that requires the person to be in contact
with an animal, including at a commercial boarding or training establishment,
shelter, animal control facility, pet shop, grooming facility, commercial
breeding service, veterinary hospital or clinic, animal welfare society, or any
nonprofit organization incorporated for the purpose of providing for or

promoting the welfare, protection, and humane treatment of animals.
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Sec. 2. 13 V.S.A. § 352 is amended to read:
§ 352. CRUELTY TO ANIMALS
A person commits the crime of cruelty to animals if the person:

(1) Intentionally kills or attempts to kill any animal belonging to
another person without first obtaining legal authority or consent of the owner.

(2) Overworks, overloads, tortures, torments, abandons, administers
poison to, cruelly harms or mutilates an animal, or exposes a poison with
intent that it be taken by an animal.

(3) Ties, tethers, or restrains an animal, either a pet or livestock, in a
manner that is inhumane or is detrimental to its welfare. Livestock and poultry
husbandry practices are exempted.

(4) Deprives an animal that a person owns, possesses, or acts as an agent
for of adequate food, water, shelter, rest, sanitation, or necessary medical
attention or transports an animal in overcrowded vehicles.

(5)(A) Owns, possesses, keeps, or trains an animal engaged in an
exhibition of fighting; possesses, keeps, or trains any animal with intent that it
be engaged in an exhibition of fighting; or permits any such act to be done on
premises under his-er-her the person’s charge or control.

(B) Owns, possesses, ships, transports, delivers, or keeps a device,
equipment, or implement for the purpose of training or conditioning an animal
for participation in animal fighting or enhancing an animal’s fighting
capability.

(6) Acts as judge or spectator at events of animal fighting or bets or
wagers on the outcome of such fight.

(7) As poundkeeper, officer, or agent of a humane society or as an
owner or employee of an establishment for treatment, board, or care of an
animal, knowingly receives, sells, transfers, or otherwise conveys an animal in
his-er-her the person’s care for the purpose of research or vivisection.

(8) Intentionally torments or harasses an animal owned or engaged by a
police department or public agency of the State or its political subdivisions or
interferes with the lawful performance of a police animal.

(9) Knowingly sells, offers for sale, barters, or displays living baby
chicks, ducklings, or other fowl that have been dyed, colored, or otherwise
treated so as to impart to them an artificial color or fails to provide poultry
with proper brooder facilities.

- 3498 -



(10) Uses a live animal as bait or lure in a race, game, or contest or in
training animals in a manner inconsistent with 10 V.S.A. Part 4 or the rules
adopted thereunder.

(11)(A) Engages in sexual conduct with an animal.

(B) Possesses, sells, transfers, purchases, or otherwise obtains an
animal with the intent that it be used for sexual conduct.

(C) Organizes, promotes, conducts, aids, abets, or participates in as
an observer an act involving any sexual conduct with an animal.

(D) Causes, aids, or abets another person to engage in sexual conduct
with an animal.

(E) Permits sexual conduct with an animal to be conducted on
premises under his-er-her the person’s charge or control.

(F) Advertises, offers, or accepts the offer of an animal with the
intent that it be subject to sexual conduct in this State.

(G) Knowingly possesses, films, or distributes obscene visual images
of sexual conduct with an animal.

(12) Possesses, owns, cares for, resides with, has custody of, or works

with an animal while the person is prohibited from possessing owning, caring
for, having custody of, or working with an animal by a court order.

(13) Knowingly refuses to comply with a court order issued pursuant to
subdivision 353(b)(1)(E) of this title to permit periodic unannounced visits by

a humane officer or the Director of Animal Welfare.
Sec. 3. 13 V.S.A. § 352a is amended to read:
§ 352a. AGGRAVATED CRUELTY TO ANIMALS

A person commits the crime of aggravated cruelty to animals if the person:

(1) kills an animal by intentionally causing the animal undue pain or
suffering;

(2) intentionally, maliciously, and without just cause tortures, mutilates,
or cruelly beats an animal; er

(3) intentionally injures or kills an animal that is in the performance of
official duties while under the supervision of a law enforcement officer; or

(4)(A) engages in sexual conduct with an animal in the presence of a
minor or in which a minor is a participant;
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(B) possesses, sells, transfers, purchases, or otherwise obtains an
animal with the intent that it be used for sexual conduct in the presence of a

minor or in which a minor is a participant;

(C) organizes, promotes, conducts, aids, abets, or participates in an

act involving any sexual conduct with an animal in the presence of a minor or
in which a minor is a participant as an observer;

(D) causes, aids, or abets another person to engage in sexual conduct
with an animal in the presence of a minor or in which the minor is a
participant;

(E) permits sexual conduct with an animal in the presence of a minor

or in which a minor is a participant that is conducted on premises under the
person’s charge or control;

(F) advertises, offers, or accepts the offer of an animal with the intent

that it be subject to sexual conduct in this State in the presence of a minor or in
which the minor participates; or

(G) knowingly possesses, films, or distributes obscene visual images
of sexual conduct with an animal in the presence of a minor or in which the
minor participates.

Sec. 4. 13 V.S.A. § 353 is amended to read:
§ 353. DEGREE OF OFFENSE; SENTENCING UPON CONVICTION

(a) Penalties.

(1) Except as provided in subdivision (3), (4), or (5) of this subsection,
cruelty to animals under section 352 of this title shall be punishable by a
sentence of imprisonment of not more than one year or a fine of not more than
$2,000.00, or both. Second and subsequent convictions shall be punishable by
a sentence of imprisonment of not more than two years or a fine of not more
than $5,000.00, or both.

(2) Aggravated cruelty under section 352a of this title shall be
punishable by a sentence of imprisonment of not more than five years or a fine
of not more than $5,000.00, or both. Second and subsequent offenses shall be
punishable by a sentence of imprisonment of not more than ten 10 years or a
fine of not more than $7,500.00, or both.

(3) An offense committed under subdivision 352(5) or (6) of this title
shall be punishable by a sentence of imprisonment of not more than five years
or a fine of not more than $5,000.00, or both.
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(4)(A) Except as provided in subdivision (B) of this subdivision (4), a
person found in violation of subdivision 352(3), (4), or (9) of this title
pursuant to this subdivision (A) shall be imprisoned not more than one year or
fined not more than $2,000.00, or both. Second and subsequent convictions
shall be punishable by a sentence of imprisonment of not more than two years
or a fine of not more than $5,000.00, or both.

(B) In lieu of a criminal citation or arrest, a law enforcement officer
may issue a civil citation to a person who violates subdivision 352(3), (4), or
(9) of this title if the person has not been previously adjudicated in violation of
this chapter. A person adjudicated in violation of subdivision 352(3), (4), or
(9) of this title pursuant to this subdivision (B) shall be assessed a civil penalty
of not more than $500.00. At any time prior to the person admitting the
violation and paying the assessed penalty, the State’s Attorney may withdraw
the complaint filed with the Judicial Bureau and file an information charging a
violation of subdivision 352(3), (4), or (9) of this title in the Criminal Division
of the Superior Court.

(C) Nothing in this subdivision (4) shall be construed to require that
a civil citation be issued prior to a criminal charge of violating subdivision
352(3), (4), or (9) of this title.

(5) A person who violates subdivision 352(1) of this title by
intentionally killing or attempting to kill an animal belonging to another or
subdivision 352(2) of this title by torturing, administering poison to, or cruelly
harming or mutilating an animal shall be imprisoned not more than two years
or fined not more than $5,000.00, or both.

(b)(1) In addition to any other sentence the court may impose, the court
may require a defendant convicted of a violation under section 352 or 352a of
this title to:

D(A) Ferfeit For a first violation, forfeit any rights to the animal
subjected to cruelty, and to any other animal;—exeepttivestock—or—poultry
owned, possessed, residing or domiciled with, or in the custody of the
defendant. Livestock or poultry shall not be subject to forfeiture under this
subdivision (A) unless the person was convicted of abusing livestock or

poultry.
2)(B) Repay the reasonable costs incurred by any person, municipality,
or agency for providing care for the animal prior to judgment. H-the-eeurt
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3)(C)(1) Ferfeit For a first violation of section 352 of this title, forfeit
any future right to own, possess, er care for, reside with, have custody of, or
y g p

work with any animal for a period that-the-eeurt-deems—appropriate of up to
five years.

(i1) For a first violation of section 352a of this title, forfeit any
future right to own, possess, care for, reside with, have custody of, or work

with any animal for a period of up to 10 years.

(1i1) A person shall not be required to forfeit any future right to
own, possess, care for, have custody of, or work with livestock or poultry
under this subdivision (C) unless the person was convicted of abusing
livestock or poultry.

(D)(1)(J)  Participate—in complete an available animal cruelty

prevention pregrams program that is approved by the Director of Animal
Welfare;

(I) er-edueational-programs;—er—beth;—er complete an animal

abuse education accountability program., if any are approved by the Director of
Animal Welfare: and

(III) ebtain undergo a psychiatric or psychological eeunseling;
evaluation, and, if the screening indicates that therapy is needed, obtain
psychiatric, psychological, or mental health treatment with a licensed clinician,

remotely or within a reasonable distance from the defendant’s residence. H-a

javente-isadjudicated-delinquent-under-seetion352-er 352a—of thistitle,the

(ii)) The court may impose the costs of programs or counseling

ordered pursuant to this subdivision (D) upon the defendant when appropriate.

SXE) Permit periodic unannounced visits for-a-period-up-to-one-year by

a humane officer or the Director of Animal Welfare to inspect the care and

condition of any animal permitted-by-the-eourt-toremain in the care, custody,
or possession of the defendant during the period, and for up to one year after
expiration of the period, that the defendant is prohibited from owning,
possessing, caring for, residing with, having custody of, or working with an

animal by an order issued pursuant to subdivision (C) of this subdivision (b)(1)
or_subdivision (2) of this subsection (b). Such period may be extended

modified by the court upon motion made by the State.
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(2) In addition to any other sentence the court may impose, the court
shall require a defendant convicted of a violation under section 352 or 352a of
this title to:

(A) For a second or subsequent violation, forfeit any rights to the
animal subjected to cruelty, and to any other animal possessed, residing or
domiciled with, or in the custody of the defendant. Livestock or poultry shall
not be subject to forfeiture under this subdivision (A) unless the person was
convicted of abusing livestock or poultry.

(B)1) For a second or subsequent violation of section 352 of this
title, forfeit any future right to own, possess, care for, reside with, have

custody of, or work with any animal for a period of not less than five years.

(i1) For a second or subsequent violation of section 352a of this
title, forfeit any future right to own, possess, care for, reside with, have

custody of, or work with any animal for a period of not less than 10 years.

(1i1) A person shall not be required to forfeit any future right to
own, possess, care for, have custody of, or work with livestock or poultry
under this subdivision (B) unless the person was convicted of abusing
livestock or poultry.

(¢) Upon an order of forfeiture of an animal under this section or section
354 of this title, the court shall order custody of the animal remanded to a
humane society or other individual deemed appropriate by the court, for
further disposition in accordance with accepted practices for humane treatment
of animals. A transfer of rights under this section constitutes a transfer of
ownership and shall not constitute or authorize any limitation upon the right of
the humane society, individual, or other entity, to whom rights are granted to
dispose of the animal.

(d)(1) A person who is prohibited from owning, possessing, caring for,

residing with, having custody of, or working with an animal by an order issued
pursuant to subdivision (b)(1)(C) or (b)(2) of this section may petition the

court for an order that the person be relieved from the prohibition imposed by
that section. When the petition is filed, the petitioner shall provide notice and
a copy of the petition to the office that prosecuted the case, who shall be the

respondent in the matter. The petition shall be filed in the Criminal Division
of the unit where the offense or the adjudication occurred.

(2) The court may grant a petition filed under this section without
hearing if neither the State’s Attorney nor the Attorney General files an
objection within 30 days after receiving notice of the petition or if the
petitioner and the respondent stipulate to the granting of the petition.
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(3) In determining a petition filed under this section, unless the petition

1s granted pursuant to subdivision (2) of this subsection, the court may
consider any relevant factors, including:

(A) whether the person committed any subsequent animal cruelty

offenses or other criminal offenses;

(B)  whether the person successfully completed any required
conditions of probation;

(C)  whether the person completed animal cruelty prevention
programs or educational programs, and whether the programs were approved
by the Director of Animal Welfare; and

(D)  whether the person obtained psychiatric, psychological, or
mental health counseling from a licensed clinician.

(4) The court shall grant a petition filed under this section if it finds that

the petitioner has demonstrated by a preponderance of the evidence that the
interests of justice are no longer served by prohibiting the petitioner from

owning, possessing, caring for, residing with, having custody of, or working
with an animal.

(5) If a petition filed under this section is granted, the court shall vacate

the order prohibiting the person from owning, possessing, caring for, residing
with, having custody of, or working with an animal.

(6) If the court denies the petition, the petitioner may appeal the denial
to the Vermont Supreme Court. The appeal shall be on the record.

(7) _If the court denies a petition filed under this section, no further
petition shall be brought for at least two vyears, unless a shorter duration is
authorized by the court.

Sec. 5. 13 V.S.A. § 354 is amended to read:

§ 354. ENFORCEMENT; POSSESSION OF ABUSED ANIMAL;
SEARCHES AND SEIZURES; FORFEITURE

(a) The Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets shall, if practicable, be
consulted prior to any enforcement action brought pursuant to this chapter that
involves livestock and poultry. Law enforcement may consult with the
Secretary in person or by electronic means, and the Secretary shall assist law
enforcement in determining whether the practice or animal condition, or both,
represent acceptable livestock or poultry husbandry practices. Failure to
conduct the consultation shall not be grounds for dismissal of the enforcement
action or exclusion of evidence.
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(b) Any humane officer as defined in section 351 of this title may enforce
this chapter. As part of an enforcement action, a humane officer may seize an

animal being—eraelly—treated—in—violation—ofthis—ehapter pursuant to this

subsection.

(1) Voluntary surrender. A humane officer may accept animals
voluntarily surrendered by the owner anytime during the cruelty investigation.
The humane officer shall have a surrendered animal examined and assessed
within 72 hours, or as soon as reasonably practicable, by a veterinarian
licensed to practice in the State of Vermont. Failure to have the animal
examined and assessed within 72 hours, or as soon as reasonably practicable,
shall not be grounds for dismissal of the enforcement action or exclusion of
evidence.

(2) Search and seizure using a search warrant. A humane officer having
probable cause to believe an animal is being subjected to cruel treatment in
violation of this subchapter may apply for a search warrant pursuant to the
Vermont Rules of Criminal Procedure to authorize the officer to enter the
premises where the animal is kept and seize the animal. The application and
affidavit for the search warrant shall be reviewed and authorized by an
attorney for the State when sought by an officer other than an enforcement
officer defined in 23 V.S.A. § 4(11). A veterinarian licensed to practice in
Vermont must shall, if practicable, accompany the humane officer during the
execution of the search warrant. Failure to be accompanied by a veterinarian
during the execution of the search warrant shall not be grounds for dismissal of
the enforcement action or exclusion of evidence.

(3) Seizure without a search warrant. If the humane officer witnesses a
situation in which the humane officer determines that an animal’s life is in
jeopardy and immediate action is required to protect the animal’s health or
safety, the officer may seize the animal without a warrant. The humane officer
shall immediately take an animal seized under this subdivision to a licensed
veterinarian for medical attention to stabilize the animal’s condition and to
assess the health of the animal.

(c) A humane officer shall provide suitable care at a reasonable cost for an
animal seized under this section, and have a lien on the animal for all expenses
incurred. A humane officer may arrange for the euthanasia of a severely
injured, diseased, or suffering animal upon the recommendation of a licensed
veterinarian. A humane officer may arrange for euthanasia of an animal seized
under this section when the owner is unwilling or unable to provide necessary
medical attention required while the animal is in custodial care or when the
animal cannot be safely confined under standard housing conditions. An
animal not destroyed by euthanasia shall be kept in custodial care and provided
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with necessary medical care until final disposition of the criminal charges
except as provided in subsections ()-threugh(h) (d)—(1) of this section. The
custodial caretaker shall be responsible for maintaining the records applicable
to all animals seized, including identification, residence, location, medical
treatment, and disposition of the animals.

(1) Unless a person claiming an ownership interest in the animal

requests a forfeiture hearing pursuant to subdivision (3)(A) of this subsection

and posts security pursuant to subdivision (3)(B) of this subsection or requests

that the security be reduced or waived on the basis of financial hardship, title
to an animal seized pursuant to subsection (b) of this section shall be forfeited

pursuant to subsection 353(c) of this title 14 days after seizure if the
procedures of this subsection are followed.
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(2) The humane officer who seizes an animal pursuant to this section

shall give notice of this section at the time of the seizure by delivering a copy

of it to a person who is present and claims an ownership interest in the animal.
The officer shall also give notice of this section by conspicuously posting a

copy of it at the time of the seizure in a prominent and accessible place at the
location where the animal is seized. For any person who is known to claim an

ownership interest in the animal and who is not present at the time of the
seizure, the humane officer shall make reasonable efforts, within 96 hours
following the seizure, to give notice of this section by personal service or by
registered mail addressed to the last known address of the person. The notice
shall include:

(A) a description of the animal seized; the authority and purpose for

the seizure; the time, place, and circumstances under which the animal was
seized; and the contact information for the authority with legal custody of the

animal;

(B) a statement that any person claiming an ownership interest in the
animal at the time of seizure may post security and request a forfeiture hearing

concerning the seizure and that failure to do so within 14 days following the
date of the seizure will result in forfeiture of title and disposition of the

animal;

(C) a statement of the amount due as security and how to pay it;

(D) a statement that the security required by this section may be

reduced or waived by the court on the basis of financial hardship to the
defendant; and

(E) a form that may be used to request a forfeiture hearing under

subdivision (3)(A) of this subsection (d) and a financial hardship exemption

under subsection (j) of this section.

(3)(A) The court shall hold a forfeiture hearing if a request is made

within 14 days after the seizure by a person claiming an ownership interest in
the animal at the time of the seizure. If the defendant has requested that the

security be reduced or waived on the basis of financial hardship, the court shall
grant or deny the request at or before the hearing. The hearing shall be held

within 30 days after the request, unless the 30-day period is extended by the

court for good cause shown, in the territorial unit of the Criminal Division of
the Superior Court where the offense is alleged to have occurred.

(B) A person who requests a forfeiture hearing pursuant to this
subdivision (3) shall post security in an amount needed to cover food and

necessary veterinary care for the animal for an initial 40-day period, with an
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additional amount equal to the estimated cost of care and keeping of the
animal for a subsequent 30-day period due every 30 days thereafter until the
owner relinquishes the animal or until the court issues an order of forfeiture.
The initial security shall be posted within 14 days following the seizure unless
the person requests that the security be reduced or waived by the court on the
basis of financial hardship. The court shall collect and transfer the security to

the Animal Welfare Fund established pursuant to 20 V.S.A. § 3203. The
Director of Animal Welfare shall make payment, not to exceed the security
received, to the custodial caretaker upon receipt of proof of expenditure of

funds by the caretaker for food and necessary veterinary care for the animal.

[(®) The State shall have the burden of establishing by a
preponderance of the evidence that the animal was subjected to cruelty,
neglect, or abandonment in violation of section 352 or 352a of this title. The

court shall make findings of fact and conclusions of law and shall issue a final
order promptly. The findings shall include the total amount of all costs

incurred by the custodial caretaker and the amount the person claiming an
interest in the animal is able to pay. If the State meets its burden of proof, the
court shall order the immediate forfeiture of the animal, and any offspring of

the animal that were born while the animal was in custody, in accordance with
the provisions of subsection 353(c) of this title.

(D) Notwithstanding subdivision (B) of this subdivision (d)(3), the
court may order the animal returned to the petitioner if the court finds by a
preponderance of the evidence that the petitioner:

(1) is not the defendant in a cruelty case involving the animal;

(i1) did not participate in or expressly or impliedly consent to the
alleged cruel treatment of the animal;

(ii1) did not have any express or implied knowledge that the
defendant was likely to treat the animal cruelly; and

(iv) will provide adequate care to the animal if it is returned,

including any immediately necessary veterinary care or follow-up care needed
in connection with the reason for seizure.

)E) Affidavits of law enforcement officers, humane officers, animal
control officers, veterinarians, or expert witnesses of either party shall be
admissible evidence that may be rebutted by witnesses called by either party.
The affidavits shall be delivered to the other party at least five business days
prior to the hearing. Upon request of the other party or the court made at least
two business days prior to the hearing, the party offering an affidavit shall
make the affiant available by telephone at the hearing. The court may allow
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any witness to testify by-telephone remotely in lieu of a personal appearance
and shall adopt rules with respect to such testimony.

3)}F) No testimony or other information presented by the defendant in
connection with a forfeiture proceeding under this section or any information
directly or indirectly derived from such testimony or other information may be
used for any purpose, including impeachment and cross-examination, against
the defendant in any criminal case, except a prosecution for perjury or giving a
false statement.

(G) The rules of evidence shall apply in the forfeiture hearing unless
otherwise provided by this section.

(e) If an order of forfeiture is not entered after the hearing, the animal shall

be returned to the person claiming an interest in the animal upon payment to
the custodial caretaker of all actual costs of care and keeping during the period

of impound, including veterinary care, less any security paid, provided that the
payment of costs shall not be required if the court finds that there was no
reasonable basis for the seizure. If payment of the costs required by this
subsection is not made within 14 days after the final order, the custodial
caretaker’s costs, not to exceed the amount of remaining security posted
pursuant to subdivision (d)(3)(B) of this section, shall be reimbursed from the
Animal Welfare Fund established pursuant to 20 V.S.A. § 3203, and title to the

animal shall be forfeited unless a financial hardship reduction or waiver
request is pending or has been granted.

() If thedefendanti - ctod—of_criminal el or_thi
chapter—or—f an order of forfeiture is entered against an owner under this

section, the security posted pursuant to this section shall be applied to the
actual costs incurred by the custodial caretaker in caring and keeping the
animal through the date of forfeiture, including food, boarding, and the cost of
any veterinary services. Any excess shall be returned to the person who posted
the security. The defendant or owner shall be required to repay all reasonable
costs incurred by the custodial caretaker for caring for the animal, including
veterinary expenses. The Restitution Unit within the Center for Crime Victim
Services is authorized to collect the funds owed by the defendant or owner on
behalf of the custodial caretaker or a governmental agency that has contracted
or paid for custodial care in the same manner as restitution is collected
pursuant to section 7043 of this title. The restitution order shall include the
information required under subdivision 7043(e)(2)(A) of this title. Fhe-eourt
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(g)(1) A forfeiture order issued under this section may be appealed as a
matter of right to the Supreme Court if a notice of appeal is filed within seven

days after the order is issued and the appellant posts security pursuant to
subdivision (2) of this subsection. The order shall not be stayed pending
appeal.

(2) The appellant shall post security in an amount needed to cover food

and necessary veterinary care for the animal for an initial 40-day period from
the date that the forfeiture order was issued, with an additional amount equal
to the estimated cost of care and keeping of the animal for a subsequent 30-day
period due every 30 days thereafter until the owner relinquishes the animal or
until final disposition of the case. Failure to timely pay the full amount shall

result in forfeiture to title to the animal unless a financial hardship reduction or
waiver request is pending or has been granted. The court shall collect and
transfer the security to the Animal Welfare Fund established pursuant to 20
V.S.A. § 3203. The Director of Animal Welfare shall make payment, not to

exceed the security received, to the custodial caretaker upon receipt of proof of
expenditure of funds by the caretaker for food and necessary veterinary care
for the animal.

(h) The provisions of this section are in addition to and not in lieu of the
provisions of section 353 of this title.

(@) It is unlawful for a person to interfere with a humane officer, the
Director of Animal Welfare, or the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets
engaged in official duties under this chapter. A person who violates this
subsection shall be prosecuted under section 3001 of this title.
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(1)_The security required by this section may be reduced or waived by the
court on the basis of financial hardship to the defendant.

(k) A humane officer or animal shelter or rescue organization shall be
immune from civil or criminal liability for seizing or providing care or

treatment to an animal in good faith reliance on the provisions of this section.
This subsection shall not apply to gross negligence or intentional misconduct

by the humane officer or animal shelter or rescue organization.
(1) This section shall not be construed to limit or infringe upon any other

rights or remedies available under common law or any other provision of law
or rule.

Sec. 6. 20 V.S.A. § 3202 is amended to read:

§ 3202. ESTABLISHMENT OF DIVISION OF ANIMAL WELFARE;
POWERS AND DUTIES

* %k sk

(e) The Division of Animal Welfare shall adopt rules pursuant to 3 V.S.A.
chapter 25 to:

(1) provide for the receipt and management of security posted in animal

forfeiture proceedings and transferred to the Fund by the court pursuant to
13 V.S.A. § 354(d)(3)(B) and 13 V.S.A. § 354(g)(2); and

(2) make distributions and reimbursements from the Fund for the
purposes authorized by 13 V.S.A. § 354.

Sec. 7. 20 V.S.A. § 3203 is amended to read:
§ 3203. ANIMAL WELFARE FUND

(a) The Animal Welfare Fund is established within the Department of
Public Safety to fund the expenses incurred by the Division of Animal Welfare
in implementing the requirements of this chapter. The Director of Animal
Welfare shall administer the Fund.

(b) The Fund shall consist of:

(1) 67 percent of the revenue collected from the surcharge assessed
under subsection 3581(f) of this title; and

(2) appropriations made by the General Assembly; and

(3) security posted in animal forfeiture proceedings and transferred to
the Fund by the court pursuant to 13 V.S.A. § 354(d)(3)(B) and 13 V.S.A.
§ 354(2)(2).
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(c) All balances in the Fund at the end of the fiscal year shall be carried
forward. Interest earned by the Fund shall remain in the Fund.

(d) The Director of Animal Welfare shall have the authority to make

distributions and reimbursements from the Fund for the purposes authorized
by 13 V.S.A. § 354.

Sec. 8. TRANSITION; SECURITY AMOUNT

(a) On or before December 1, 2026, the Director of Animal Welfare shall

report to the House Committees on Judiciary and on Ways and Means and the
Senate Committees on Finance and on Judiciary on the proposed amount of the

security and the proposed payment schedule, including proposed statutory
language. Until legislation establishing the amount of the security and the
payment schedule takes effect, the amount of security under 13 V.S.A.
§ 354(d) and (g) shall be required pursuant to this section.

(b) For all animals other than livestock, including domestic pets and

poultry, security shall be required in the amount of:

1) $1.00 per animal per day for food: and

(2) if the seizing officer determines that immediate veterinary care is
required to protect the animal’s health or safety, $250 per animal for veterinary

Services.

(¢) For livestock, security shall be required in the amount of:

1) $2.50 per animal per day for food: and

(2) if the seizing officer determines that immediate veterinary care is
required to protect the animal’s health or safety, $500 per animal for veterinary

services.
Sec. 9. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on July 1, 2026.
H. 727

An act relating to sustainable data center deployment

The Senate proposes to the House to amend the bill by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 30 V.S.A. chapter 5, subchapter 3 is added to read:
Subchapter 3. Data Centers

§ 281. SHORT TITLE
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This subchapter shall be known and may be cited as the “Vermont
Sustainable Data Centers Act.”

§ 282. PURPOSE

The purpose of this subchapter is to establish a regulatory framework that

ensures responsible growth of an emerging industry in a manner that
financially benefits existing electric ratepayers and protects them from

additional costs and promotes sustainable climate, environmental, community,
and equity outcomes consistent with State policies.

§ 283. DEFINITIONS

As used in this subchapter:

(1) “Data center” means a facility that uses or is able to use 20
megawatts or more of power and is engaged in providing data processing,
hosting, and related services as described under code 518210 of the 2022
North American Industry Classification System.

(2) “Electric company” means the retail electric company that provides
or will provide electric service to a data center pursuant to a large load service
equity contract under section 284 of this subchapter.

(3) “Facility” means all buildings, equipment, structures, and other

stationary items that are owned or operated by the same person or by any

person that controls, is controlled by, or is under common control with such
person and that are located on:

(A) a single site or contiguous or adjacent sites; or
(B) multiple nonadjacent sites that function as a single integrated

operation by virtue of shared infrastructure or unified operational protocols,
under a central management system.
§ 284. LARGE LOAD SERVICE EQUITY CONTRACT; APPROVAL

(a) For the purpose of ensuring just and reasonable rates for all ratepayer
classes and precluding the risk of financial exposure to electric companies and
their existing ratepayers, a data center shall be served by an electric company
pursuant to a large load service equity contract approved by the Public Utility
Commission.

(b) The large load service equity contract shall:

(1) include a method for allocating costs that is equal or proportional to
the costs of providing electric service to the data center, including providing
for equitable contributions to the embedded costs and the stability, efficiency,
reliability, and resiliency of the electricity network;
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(2) ensure that other ratepayer classes are insulated from all costs
associated with data center deployment, including expenses for new
generation, transmission, and distribution infrastructure, as well as energy
capacity and resource adequacy costs;

(3) specify the duration of the contract, which shall be for a minimum

of 10 vears, and the date or the estimated date that the electric company will
begin to provide electric service to the data center;

(4) obligate the data center to pay a minimum amount or percentage

based on the data center’s projected electricity usage for the duration of the
contract to ensure compliance with subdivision (1) of this subsection;

(5) include a reasonable charge for demand in excess of the data center’s
projected electricity demand at the time the contract is entered into;

(6) include a collateral requirement sufficient to prevent the risk of
stranded costs;

(7)  include provisions requiring implementation of demand-side

management operational measures for the purpose of maintaining grid
stability, efficiency, reliability, and resiliency, including demand response and

flexible load management practices that, at a minimum, satisfy the
requirements of section 285 of this subchapter;

(8) address load curtailment procedures and priorities during grid
emergencies;
(9) include provisions for the collection of gross receipts taxes, energy

efficiency charges, and any other fees or charges that may be applicable to
electricity revenues; and

(10) meet any other terms or conditions required by the Commission

that are consistent with the purpose of this section and in the public interest.

(c)(1) The Commission shall not approve a large load service equity

contract unless the Commission first finds that it will promote the general
200d of the State and that its terms:

(A) will not adversely affect the stability, efficiency, reliability, and
resiliency of the electric power system:;

(B) will result in an economic benefit to the State and its residents;

(C) are consistent with the principles for resource selection expressed
in the electric company’s approved least-cost integrated plan;
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(D) are consistent with the Flectrical Energy Plan approved by the
Department under section 202 of this title, or that there exists good cause to
permit a variance:

(E) will ensure that the data center will be served economically by
existing or planned transmission facilities without any undue adverse effect on
Vermont utilities or other retail ratepayer classes; and

(F) are consistent with environmental justice and equity policy as
established pursuant to 3 V.S.A. chapter 72.

(2) The Commission’s findings pursuant to this subsection shall be in
writing and shall include a stated rationale for each.

(d)(1) The Commission shall conduct a periodic review of a large load

service equity contract approved under this section. The purpose of the review
shall be to verify the data center’s ongoing compliance with all established
contract terms, conditions, and regulatory obligations.

(2) Reviews shall be performed at intervals not to exceed two vears.

However, the Commission may initiate a review at any time upon a finding of
200d cause or when deemed necessary to protect the public interest.

(e) A data center shall not be eligible to participate in an energy savings

account or a customer credit program pursuant to subdivision 209(d)(3)(C) of

this title or a self-managed energy efficiency program pursuant to subsection
209(j) of this title.

§ 285. DEMAND-SIDE MANAGEMENT
(a) Purpose. The purpose of this section is to minimize any adverse impact

of data center operations on Vermont’s electric system. other ratepayers, and
the environment. It aims to minimize peak demand increases, reduce
associated costs, and enhance the grid’s stability, efficiency, reliability, and

resiliency while minimizing climate pollution emissions and maximizing
benefits to Vermonters.

(b) Site suitability analysis and project design.

(1) Site suitability analysis. Prior to submitting a permit application
under 10 V.S.A. chapter 151, the owner or operator of a proposed data center
shall conduct a site suitability analysis. This analysis shall be developed in
consultation with the electric company and the efficiency utility appointed by

the Public Utility Commission under subdivision 209(d)(2)(A) of this title.

The analysis shall provide a preliminary assessment of the facility’s capacity
to:
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(A) comply with the required commercial building energy standards

adopted under section 53 of this title;
(B) maximize the deployment of on-site renewable energy
generation, battery storage, and demand response assets; and

(C) implement a waste heat recovery system capable of providing
thermal energy to adjacent municipal or residential buildings.

(2) Project design. In the design and construction of the data center, the
owner or operator shall ensure compliance with State energy efficiency
requirements and best practices and maximize the potential of the site and any
structures on the site to host renewable energy.

(¢)_Combustion-based backup generation.

(1) A data center shall use combustion-based backup generation only
during emergency situations involving power failures and interruptions.
Otherwise, the data center shall prioritize to the greatest extent practicable the
use of battery storage and on-site renewable energy generation.

(2) As used in this subsection, “‘combustion-based backup generation”

includes any electrical generation system that emits air contaminants as
defined in 10 V.S.A. § 552 during combustion.

(d) Distributed renewable generation. Taking into consideration the site

suitability analysis and project design requirements under subsection (b) of this
section and any other relevant factors, a data center shall maximize the
construction and operation of on-site renewable energy generation to the
greatest extent technically feasible. A renewable energy plant that directly
emits air contaminants as defined in 10 V.S.A. § 552(2) from fuel combustion
does not qualify under this subsection, unless it is a thermal energy plant. A
data center shall transfer any renewable energy certificates or environmental
attributes generated from the operation of plants constructed pursuant to this
subsection to the electric company.

(e) Energy transformation payment.

(1) Because of the unique and significant demands a data center has on

Vermont’s electric system, it shall contribute proportionally to State initiatives
that reduce fossil fuel consumption and greenhouse gas emissions.

Accordingly, a data center shall make an annual payment directly into a fund

managed by the electric company. The payments shall be used to finance
energy transformation projects as defined in subdivision 8002(28) of this title

and, to the extent practicable, such projects shall be deployed in the
community hosting the data center and the surrounding communities.
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(2) The amount of the payment shall be equal to 60 percent of the data
center’s electricity usage for the prior calendar year multiplied by the
alternative  compliance  payment rate  established in subdivision
8005(a)(6)(A)(i1) of this title. Payments shall be made in advance at the start
of each calendar year based on projected electricity usage. Any difference
between projected and actual usage shall be reconciled in the following year’s

payment.

(3) In the event funds generated by this subsection are used to support
projects that are also supported by the electric company under subdivision
8005(a)(3) of this title, or by any other regulated entity, the Commission shall
prorate the reduction in fossil fuel consumption and greenhouse gas emissions
credited to the regulated entity.

() Virtual power plant.

(1) A data center shall participate in a virtual power plant managed by
the electric company, if available and technically feasible, otherwise it shall
design and implement a self-managed virtual power plant in coordination with

the electric company to optimize energy generation and consumption. Data
center funds used to develop or implement a virtual power plant under this

subsection shall be in addition to any support or incentives provided under
subsection (e) of this section or through any ratepayer-funded or State-funded
program supporting the deployment or operation of assets participating in such
virtual power plant.

(2) As used in this subsection, “virtual power plant” means a network of
distributed energy resources, such as batteries, demand response assets,
renewable energy generation, and controllable loads, that are coordinated
through software to function like a traditional power plant.

§ 286. QUARTERLY AND ANNUAL REPORTS

(a) Data center quarterly reports. Within three months after a data center

becomes operational, and in a form and manner determined by the
Commission, the data center shall begin submitting quarterly reports to the

Commission and the Department of Public Service. Each quarterly report
shall include the data center’s water and energy usage, including its peak usage

per day, and an itemization of the data center’s payments toward shared
infrastructure constructed to support the data center. The reports are subject to
public inspection and copying under the Public Records Act.

(b) Department annual report. Annually, beginning on or before January

15, 2028, and provided at least one data center has entered into a large load
service equity contract pursuant to this subchapter, the Commissioner of Public
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Service shall include in the Department’s annual report published pursuant to
subsection 202b(e) of this title findings and recommendations related to the
energy, environmental, and economic impacts of data center construction and

operation in Vermont, as well as any significant developments within the

region, such as significant laws or regulations with respect to data centers
enacted or adopted in other states in the region, known data center construction

in the region, and any known impact on ratepayers from such construction in
that state or region.

§ 287. RULES

The Commission may adopt rules it deems necessary to implement and
enforce the provisions of this subchapter consistent with its purpose and in the

public interest.
Sec. 2. 10 V.S.A. § 6001 is amended to read:

§ 6001. DEFINITIONS
As used in this chapter:

* %k sk

(3)(A) “Development” means each of the following:

* %k sk

(xiv) The construction of improvements on a tract or tracts of land
for a data center as defined in 30 V.S.A. § 283(1), including on land within a

Tier 1A area, notwithstanding anything to the contrary in section 6034 of this
title.

* %k sk

Sec. 3. 10 V.S.A. § 6086¢ is added to read:
§ 6086¢c. WATER USE; COOLING; PERMITTING:; QUALITY

(a) As used in this section:

(1) “Closed-loop cooling system” means a sealed cooling process in

which the same water or coolant circulates continuously within a data center’s
cooling system without withdrawal of water from municipal public water
supplies, groundwater, or surface water and without discharge of wastewater to
municipal wastewater systems, groundwater, or surface waters, except for de

minimis discharges authorized under a discharge permit issued by the Agency
of Natural Resources.

(2) “Data center” has the same meaning as in 30 V.S.A. § 283(1).
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(3)  “Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances” or “PFAS” means any
chemical substance or mixture containing a chemical substance that
structurally contains at least one of the following three substructures:

(A) R-(CF2)-CF(RNR". where both the CF2 and CF moieties are
saturated carbons;

(B) R-CF20CF2-R’, where R and R’ can either be F, O, or saturated
carbons; or

(C) CF3C(CF3)R'R”, where R’ and R” can either be F or saturated
carbons.

(b)(1) A data center shall identify to the District Commission reviewing the

data center’s application for a permit under this chapter how the data center
will cool the facility.

(2) If water is used to cool a data center, the data center shall use a

closed-loop cooling system or an alternative cooling system that is approved
by a District Commission and that shall not use more water than a comparable
closed-loop cooling system for the data center. Before approving an
alternative cooling system, a District Commission shall find that the alternative

cooling system will minimize groundwater use or surface water use and will
not unreasonably burden a public water supply, surface water, or groundwater

resource.

(3) If water is used to cool a data center through a closed-loop cooling
system or through an alternative cooling system approved by a District
Commission, a data center shall identify where the data center will obtain
water to cool the facility and where the cooling water will be discharged.

(c) If a data center proposes to use groundwater to cool the data center, the
data center shall obtain a groundwater withdrawal permit under section 1418
of this title for any withdrawal of groundwater by the data center

notwithstanding the permitting threshold of withdrawal of more than 57,600

gallons of groundwater a day. A closed-loop cooling system is not exempt
from the groundwater withdrawal permit under subdivision 1418(b)(6) of this

title.

(d) If a data center proposes to use surface water to cool the facility, the
data center shall obtain a surface water withdrawal permit pursuant to section
1043 of this title. The rules adopted by the Secretary to implement section
1043 of this title shall require a data center to cease withdrawals under drought
conditions.

(e)(1) A data center shall obtain all applicable water quality and water
resource protection permits from the Agency of Natural Resources, including
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stormwater, stream alteration, direct discharge, surface water withdrawal,
groundwater withdrawal, wetland, and river corridor development permits.

(2)(A) If a data center proposes to use more than 150,000 gallons a day

of surface water for cooling or other purposes, the Agency in reviewing the
application for a surface water withdrawal permit required under section 1042

of this title shall assess the impacts on water quality, aquatic biota, State
endangered and threatened species, instream flow habitat, impingement,
streambank erosion, littoral habitat, and wetlands.

(B) The issuance of a surface water withdrawal permit by the Agency
after completion of the assessments required under subdivision (2)(A) of this
subsection (¢) shall create a rebuttable presumption that the data center will not
result in undue water pollution under the requirements of subdivision
6086(a)(1) of this title.

(C) The Agency may by rule reduce the amount of surface water
proposed for withdrawal by a data center for which the Agency would be
required to complete the assessment under subdivision (2)(A) of this

subsection (e).

(f) A data center that discharges waste into a surface water of the State
shall monitor the discharge for the maximum number of PFAS that are
detectable under U.S. Environmental Protection Agency standard methods
approved as of January 1, 2026. A data center shall not discharge waste that
exceeds the criteria established under the Vermont Water Quality Standards. If
no criteria have been established under the Vermont Water Quality Standards
for PFAS and the data center is withdrawing surface water or groundwater for

purposes of operating the data center’s cooling system, the data center shall
monitor the withdrawn water for PFAS at the point of withdrawal. When the

data center discharges waste from the cooling system to surface water, PFAS in
the discharged waste shall not exceed the level of PFAS detected in the surface

water or groundwater withdrawn for purposes of operating the cooling system
at the data center.

Sec. 3a. AGENCY OF NATURAL RESOURCES REPORT ON
DISCHARGES OF PFAS FROM DATA CENTERS TO SURFACE
WATERS OF THE STATE

On _or before January 1, 2027, the Secretary of Natural Resources shall
submit to the House Committee on Environment and the Senate Committee on

Natural Resources and Energy a recommended standard for authorizing per-

and polyfluoroalkyl substances in the discharge of waste from the cooling
systems of data centers to surface waters of the State.
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Sec. 4. REPORT ON REGIONAL RENEWABLE ENERGY MARKET
CONDITIONS; PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

(a) On or before January 15, 2027, the Public Utility Commission shall

prepare a written report on projected regional renewable electric generation
market conditions. In developing the report, the Commission shall examine
the cost and availability of new regional renewable electric generation
resources during the years 2027-2035.

(b) In preparing the report, the Commission shall provide an opportunity

for written input from interested stakeholders, including retail electricity

providers, renewable energy developers, regional transmission organizations,
consumer advocates, and any other members of the public. In addition, the
Commission may consult with the Department of Public Service and other

relevant state, regional, or federal entities, as the Commission deems
appropriate. Preparation of the report is not subject to the contested case

procedures established under 3 V.S.A. chapter 25.

(c¢) The Commission shall submit the report to the House Committees on
Environment and on Energy and Digital Infrastructure and the Senate
Committees on Finance and on Natural Resources and Energy.

Sec. 5. RECOMMENDATION ON DATA CENTER DECOMMISSIONING

(a) The Commissioner of Public Service, in consultation with the Secretary
of Natural Resources, the Chair of the Land Use Review Board, and any other

interested stakeholders deemed appropriate by the Commissioner, shall
recommend a regulatory model for data center decommissioning. As used in

this section, “data center” has the same meaning as in Sec. 1, 30 V.S.A.
§ 283(1), of this act.

(b) The recommended regulatory model developed pursuant to this section

shall ensure responsible data center decommissioning in a manner that protects
and preserves the environment and the public health and welfare. The model

shall include standards and procedures that address:

(1) approval of a decommissioning plan by the appropriate regulatory

entity, with a clear delineation of authority if more than one entity is involved
in the approval process;

(2) regulatory oversight of the decommissioning process, including

through site visits and inspections;

(3) a bond requirement or other financial assurance to ensure a data

center is solely responsible for the costs associated with implementation of an
approved decommissioning plan;
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(4) guidelines for data sanitization, the physical destruction of highly

sensitive storage devices, and a documented chain of custody for information
technology assets, including compliance with the Storage Device Sanitization
and Destruction Manual, Policy Manual 9-12, prepared by the National
Security Agency and the Central Security Service of the U.S. Department of
Defense;

(5)  guidelines for environmental compliance, hazardous material
handling, environmental remediation, and site restoration;

(6) a timeline for commencing and completing the decommissioning
process after the abandonment, closure, destruction, or permanent cessation of
operations of a data center; and

(7) any other matters deemed appropriate by the Commissioner.

(¢) On or before December 15, 2026, the Commissioner shall submit

recommendations for a data center decommissioning regulatory model in the
form of draft legislation to the House Committees on Energy and Digital

Infrastructure and on Environment and the Senate Committees on Finance and
on Natural Resources and Energy.

Sec. 6. EFFECTIVE DATE; APPLICATION

This act shall take effect on passage and shall apply to any data center not
operational on the effective date of this act as well as to any data center that

uses less than 20 MW of power that is operational on the effective date of this
act to the extent such data center seeks to expand its capacity and meet the

threshold requirements of Sec. 1, 30 V.S.A. § 283(1).
H. 740

An act relating to the greenhouse gas inventory and registry

The Senate proposes to the House to amend the bill by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1 10 V.S.A. § 582 is amended to read:
§ 582. GREENHOUSE GAS INVENTORIES; REGISTRY
% %k ok
(e) Rules.

(1) The Secretary may adopt rules to implement the provisions of this
section and shall review existing and proposed international, federal, and State
greenhouse gas emission reporting programs and make reasonable efforts to
promote consistency among the programs established pursuant to this section
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and other programs, and to streamline reporting requirements on greenhouse
gas emission sources. Except as provided in subsection (g) of this section,
nothing in this section shall limit a State agency from adopting any rule within
its authority.

(2) The Secretary has authority to adopt rules that create a
comprehensive greenhouse gas emission reporting program that covers all
sources of emissions, including fuel suppliers. Suppliers of transportation and
heating fuels covered by the rules shall comply with requests from the
Secretary for information. The Secretary shall adopt a rule that at a minimum
includes the types and volume of fossil fuels sold by sector for the
transportation, residential, commercial, and industrial sectors and by zip code,
municipality, or the smallest geographic level practicable that also protects the
individual identities of consumers.

Sec. 2. RULEMAKING

On or before July 1, 2027. the Secretary of Natural Resources shall adopt
final rules for greenhouse gas emission reporting as required under 10 V.S.A.

§ 582(e)(2).
Sec. 3. APPROPRIATION

In addition to other funds appropriated to the Agency of Natural Resources,
in fiscal year 2027, the sum of $300,000.00 is appropriated from the General
Fund to the Agency of Natural Resources to be used to draft the greenhouse
gas emission reporting rules and to develop a greenhouse gas emission source
database.

Sec. 4. REPEAL

30 V.S.A. chapter 94 (Clean Heat Standard) is repealed.
Sec. 5. 32 V.S.A. § 3102 is amended to read:
§ 3102. CONFIDENTIALITY OF TAX RECORDS

* %k sk

(e) The Commissioner may, in the Commissioner’s discretion and subject
to such conditions and requirements as the Commissioner may provide,
including any confidentiality requirements of the Internal Revenue Service,
disclose a return or return information:

* %k sk

- 3523 -



[Repealed.]
Sec. 6. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on passage.

H. 907

An act relating to legislative review of reporting requirements

The Senate proposes to the House to amend the bill by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

* * * Repeal of Reporting Requirements * * *
Sec. 1. 3 V.S.A. § 2313 is amended to read:
§ 2313. PERFORMANCE CONTRACTS AND GRANTS

(a) The Chief Performance Officer shall assist agencies as necessary in
developing performance measures for contracts and grants.

erantees—complianee-with-these requirements: [Repealed. |
Sec. 2. 3 V.S.A. § 331 is amended to read:

§ 331. TEMPORARY EMPLOYEES

* sk 3k

(c)(1) The Commissioner may authorize the continued employment of a
person in a temporary capacity for more than 1,280 hours in any one calendar
year if the Commissioner determines, in writing, that a bona fide emergency
exists for the appointing authority that requires such continued employment.

* %k 3k

- 3524 -



(3) The Commissioner may authorize seasonal employment in a specific
position for a period of between seven and 12 months if the Commissioner
determines, in writing, that the nature and duties of the position require the
employment of a person for a period of more than seven months in a 12-month
period. The Commissioner shall not authorize seasonal employment for a
period of more than seven months in a 12-month period if the authorization is
intended to circumvent, or has the effect of circumventing, the policies and
purposes of the classified service under this chapter. Annually,—en—or-before

B
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Sec. 3. 6 V.S.A. § 2972 is amended to read:
§ 2972. POWERS AND DUTIES

* sk 3k

(b) Included among the powers of the Council in connection with the
enforcement of this chapter are the powers to require reports from any person
subject to this chapter; to adopt, rescind, modify, and amend all proper and
necessary rules and orders to administer this chapter, which rules and orders
shall be adopted by publication in the manner prescribed by the Council and
shall have the force and effect of law when not inconsistent with existing laws;
to administer oaths, subpoena witnesses, take depositions, and certify to
official acts; to require any dealer to keep such true and accurate records and to
make such reports covering purchases, sales, and receipts of dairy products and
related matters as the Council deems reasonably necessary for effective
administration, which records shall be open to inspection by the Secretary of
Agriculture, Food and Markets at any reasonable time and as often as may be
necessary, but information thus obtained shall not be published or be open to
public inspection in any manner revealing any individual dealer’s identity,
except as required in proceedings to enforce compliance; and to keep accurate

books, records, and accounts of all of its dealings:-and-te-make-annually-afull




. The Vermont Agency of
Agriculture, Food and Markets shall perform the administrative work of the
Council as directed by the Council. The Council shall reimburse the Agency
of Agriculture, Food and Markets for the cost of services performed by the
Agency.

* %k 3k

Sec. 4. 6 V.S.A. § 4810 is amended to read:
§ 4810. AUTHORITY; COOPERATION; COORDINATION

* ok 3k

(d) Cooperation and coordination. The Secretary of Agriculture, Food and
Markets shall coordinate with the Secretary of Natural Resources in
implementing and enforcing programs, plans, and practices developed for
reducing and eliminating agricultural nonpoint source pollutants and
discharges from farms. The Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets shall
cooperate with the Secretary of Natural Resources in the implementation of the
federal Clean Water Act for Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations
(CAFOs). The Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets shall implement
the State’s comprehensive, complementary nonpoint source program. The
Secretary of Agriculture, Food; and Markets and the Secretary of Natural
Resources shall coordinate regarding program administration; grant
negotiation; grant sharing; implementation of the antidegradation policy
including to new sources of agricultural nonpoint source pollutants, and
watershed planning activities to comply with Pub. L. No. 92-500. In
accordance with 10 V.S.A. § 1259(i), the Secretary of Natural Resources, in
consultation with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the Secretary
of Agriculture, Food and Markets, shall issue a document that sets forth the
respective roles and responsibilities of the Agency of Natural Resources in
implementing the federal Clean Water Act on farms and the Agency of
Agriculture, Food and Markets’ roles and responsibilities in implementing the
State’s complementary nonpoint source program on farms. The document
shall be consistent with and equivalent with the federal National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System permit regulations for discharges from CAFOs.
The document will replace the memorandum of understanding between the
agencies. The allocation of duties under this chapter between the Secretary of
Agriculture, Food and Markets and the Secretary of Natural Resources shall be
consistent with the Secretary’s duties, established under the provisions of 10
V.S.A. § 1258(b), to comply with Pub. L. No. 92-500. The Secretary of
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Natural Resources shall be the State lead person in applying for federal funds
under Pub. L. No. 92-500 but shall consult with the Secretary of Agriculture,
Food and Markets during the process. The agricultural nonpoint source
program may compete with other programs for competitive watershed projects
funded from federal funds. The Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets
shall be represented in reviewing these projects for funding. Actions by the
Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets under this chapter concerning
agricultural nonpoint source pollution shall be consistent with the water quality
standards and water pollution control requirements of 10 V.S.A. chapter 47
and the federal Clean Water Act as amended. In addition, the Secretary of
Agriculture, Food and Markets shall coordinate with the Secretary of Natural
Resources in implementing and enforcing programs, plans, and practices
developed for the proper management of composting facilities when those
facilities are located on a farm. Fhe—Seeretary—ofAgriculture; Food—and

Sec. 5. 10 V.S.A. § 1978 is amended to read:
§ 1978. RULES

* sk 3k

(e)(1) The Secretary shall periodically review and, if necessary, revise the
rules adopted under this chapter to ensure that the technical standards remain
current with the known and proven technologies regarding potable water
supplies and wastewater systems.




[Repealed.]

Sec. 6. 16 V.S.A. § 164 is amended to read:
§ 164. STATE BOARD; GENERAL POWERS AND DUTIES

The State Board shall engage local school board members and the broader
education community and, consistent with the provisions of this title, its own
rules, and rules adopted by the Secretary, establish and regularly update a long-
term strategic vision for the delivery of educational services in Vermont;
advise the General Assembly, the Governor, and the Secretary of Education on
high-priority educational policies and issues as they arise; and act in
accordance with legislative mandates, including the adoption of rules and
executing special assignments. In addition to other specified duties, the Board
shall:

is-title: [Repealed.]
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Sec. 7. 16 V.S.A. § 829 is amended to read:
§ 829. PREKINDERGARTEN EDUCATION

* %k 3k

(e) Rules. The Secretary of Education and the Commissioner for Children
and Families shall jointly develop and agree to rules and present them to the
State Board for adoption under 3 V.S.A. chapter 25 as follows:

* sk 3k

(10) To establish a system by which the Agency of Education and
Department for Children and Families shall jointly monitor and evaluate
prekindergarten education programs to promote optimal results for children
that support the relevant population-level outcomes set forth in 3 V.S.A.
§ 2311 and to collect data that wrll inform future decrsrons T—he%geney—aﬂd

Januaﬂ'— At a minimum, the system shall monrtor and evaluate

* %k 3k

Sec. 8. 18 V.S.A. § 4635 is amended to read:
§ 4635. PRESCRIPTION DRUG COST TRANSPARENCY

* %k 3k

maﬂuf&eturers—pufwaﬂt—te—thrs—see&env The Attorney General shall post the
repert-and the public version of each manufacturer’s information submitted
pursuant to subdivision (c)(1)(B)(ii) of this section on the Office of the
Attorney General’s website.

(2) The Green Mountain Care Board shall post on its websrte the—repert

and the pubhc version of each manufacturer S 1nformatron submrtted pursuant
to subdivision (c)(1)(B)(ii) of this section, and may inform the public of the
availability of the report and the manufacturers’ justification information.

* ok 3k

Sec. 9. 28 V.S.A. § 104 is amended to read:
§ 104. NOTIFICATION OF COMMUNITY PLACEMENTS

* %k 3k

(e) Fhe-Commissioner-of Corrections—shall-annually by January15;report
e 11 - i - ) | Institdi | the. S
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previous12-menths: [Repealed. ]
Sec. 10. 33 V.S.A. § 4305 is amended to read:

§ 4305. COORDINATED SYSTEM OF CARE

* %k sk

Sec. 11. 2010 Acts and Resolves No. 161, Sec. 20 is amended to read:
Sec. 20. VERMONT CENTER FOR CRIME VICTIM SERVICES

The sum of $50,000 is appropriated to the Vermont Center for Crime
Victim Services for Americans with Disabilities Act improvements at domestic

violence shelters. Annually—eon-or-before Decembert—the Vermont-Centerfor
i VietimServi Al £il i e ¢ buildi 1

Total Appropriation — Section 20 $50,000
Sec. 12. REPEALS

The following are repealed:

- 3530 -



(1) 6 V.S.A. §4825 (report concerning activities in support of water

quality financial and technical assistance):

(2) 2007 Acts and Resolves No. 65. Sec. 112a(b)(2)(A) (report on
utilization of services and expenses under Choices for Care);

(3) 2008 Acts and Resolves No. 192, Sec. 5.221(b) (report on use of
appropriations for household weatherization);

(4) 2012 Acts and Resolves No. 113, Sec. 3 (report on Genuine Progress
Indicator);

(5) 2015 Acts and Resolves No. 58, Sec. C.106 (Vermont Health
Connect monthly reports);

(6) 2014 Acts and Resolves No. 179. Sec. E.100.5(g) (report on
resources made available from the Vermont Enterprise Fund);

(7) 2014 Acts and Resolves No. 195, Secs. 3(f) and 4(b) (evaluate goals
and performance of pretrial services and precharge programs);

(8) 2013 Acts and Resolves No. 68, Sec. 3 (report on concussions
suffered by student athletes):
(9) 2018 Acts and Resolves No. 174, Sec. 1(¢)(2) (Auditor report filed

if a privatization contract has not achieved the required cost savings or
complied with required performance measures); and

(10) 2019 Acts and Resolves No. 79. Sec. 10(b) (report on status of the
Broadband Innovation Grant Program).
* * * Reports Extended Until 2030 Review * * *
Sec. 13. REPORTS REPEAL DELAYED

The reports set forth in this section shall not be subject to review under the
provisions of 2 V.S.A. § 20(d) (expiration of required reports) until July 1,
2030:

1) 3 V.S.A. § 168(1)(6) (Racial Disparities in the Criminal and Juvenile
Justice System Advisory Panel report and recommendations);
(2) 10 V.S.A. § 280ee(d) (Vermont Economic Development Authority
report concerning Broadband Expansion Loan Program activities);
(3) 10 V.S.A. §325m(g) (Rural Economic Development Initiative
report);
(4) 13 V.S.A. § 5256 (Office of Defender General annual report):
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(5) 13 V.S.A. § 5415(c) (Department of Public Safety report concerning

sex offender registry compliance);

6) 18 V.S.A. §909(e) (EMS Advisory Committee report concernin
progress toward goals of five-year plan);

(7) 20 V.S.A. § 2367 (Vermont Criminal Justice Council report

concerning use of electronic control devices);

(8) 20 V.S.A. §2366(d) (Vermont Criminal Justice Council report
concerning fair and impartial policing policies and training);

(9) 20 V.S.A. § 4624 (Department of Public Safety report on drone use);

(10) 24 V.S.A. § 1892(g) (quadrennial analysis of recommendations and
conclusions of the tax increment financing capacity study and report);

(11) 29 V.S.A. § 160(e) (Department of Buildings and General Services

Property Management Revolving Fund annual report);

(12) 32 V.S.A. § 3340(a) (Vermont Economic Progress Council report
concerning Vermont Employment Growth Incentive Program).

* * * Reports Exempted from 2 V.S.A. § 20(d) * * *
Sec. 14. 3 V.S.A. § 3902 is amended to read:
§ 3902. OFFICE OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY

* %k sk

(d)  Annually, the Office shall provide a written report to the House

Committees on Appropriations and on Energy and Digital Infrastructure, and
to the Senate Committees on Appropriations and on Natural Resources and
Energy on appropriations utilizing existing resources within State government
available in the Office of Economic Opportunity’s weatherization data

management system that compiles performance data available on households
weatherized in the past year to include the:

(1) number of households weatherized;

(2) average program expenditure per household for energy efficiency;

(3) average percent in energy savings;

(4) energy and nonenergy benefits combined;

(5) benefits saved for every dollar spent;

(6) average savings per unit for heating fuels;
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(7)__gallons of oil saved related to the equivalent number of homes
heated;

(8) projected number of households to be weatherized in the current
program year;

(9) projected program expenditures for the current program vear ending
March 31;

(10) total number of all units that had weatherization deferred, and the
reasons why;

(11) number of rental units that had weatherization deferred, and the
reasons why;

(12) number of rental units deferred specifically because of vermiculite;

(13) backlog of deferred rental units deferred specifically because of
vermiculite: and

(14) potential energy savings for all deferred weatherization that do not

require disturbing the vermiculite.
Sec. 15. 3 V.S.A. § 1226 is amended to read:
§ 1226. COMMISSION REPORTS

* %k sk

(¢) The provisions of 2 V.S.A. § 20(d) (expiration of required reports) shall
not apply to the report to be made under subsection (b) of this section.

Sec. 16. 4 V.S.A. § 608 is amended to read:
§ 608. FUNCTIONS

* %k sk

(e) On or before the tenth Thursday after the convening of each biennial
and adjourned session, the Committee shall report to the General Assembly its
recommendation whether the candidates should continue in office, with any
amplifying information that it may deem appropriate, in order that the General
Assembly may discharge its obligation under Chapter II, § 34 of the
Ceonstitution-of the-State-of Vermont Constitution. The provisions of 2 V.S.A.
§ 20(d) (expiration of required reports) shall not apply to the report to be made
under this subsection.

* %k 3k

Sec. 17. 6 V.S.A. § 4710 is amended to read:

§ 4710. VERMONT FARM AND FOREST VIABILITY PROGRAM
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* %k 3k

(f) In collaboration with the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets
and the Commissioner of Forests, Parks and Recreation, the Vermont Housing
and Conservation Board shall report in writing to the Senate Committees on
Agriculture and on Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs and
the House Committees on Agriculture and Forestry and on Commerce and
Economic Development on or before January 31 of each year with a report on
the activities and performance of the Farm and Forest Viability Program. At a
minimum, the report shall include an evaluation of the Program utilizing the
performance goals and performance measures established in consultation with
the Advisory Board under subsection (d) of this section. The provisions of 2
V.S.A. § 20(d) (expiration of required reports) shall not apply to the report to
be made under this subsection.

* sk 3k

Sec. 18. 6 V.S.A. § 4825 is amended to read:
§ 4825. REPORTS

(a) Annually by January 15 of each year, the Secretary shall report to the
General Assembly regarding activities in support of the objectives of this
subchapter, including use of State, federal, and private funds:

* %k 3k

(b) The provisions of 2 V.S.A. § 20(d) (expiration of required reports) shall
not apply to the report to be made under this section.

Sec. 19. 10 V.S.A. § 11 is amended to read:
§ 11. TREASURER’S LOCAL INVESTMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE

* %k 3k

(e) Report. On or before January 15, the Advisory Committee annually
shall submit a report to the Senate Committees on Appropriations, on
Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs, on Finance, and on
Government Operations and the House Committees on Appropriations, on
Commerce and Economic Development, on Ways and Means, and on
Government Operations and Military Affairs. The provisions of 2 V.S.A.
§ 20(d) (expiration of required reports) shall not apply to the report to be made
under this subsection. The report shall include the following:

* sk 3k
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Sec. 20. 10 V.S.A. § 531 is amended to read:
§ 531. THE VERMONT TRAINING PROGRAM

* %k 3k

(k) Report. Annually on or before January 15, the Secretary shall submit a
report to the House Committee on Commerce and Economic Development and
the Senate Committee on Economic Development, Housing and General
Affairs. The provisions of 2 V.S.A. § 20(d) (expiration of required reports)
shall not apply to the report to be made under this subsection. In addition to
the reporting requirements under section 540 of this title, the report shall
identify:

* ok 3k

Sec. 21. 10 V.S.A. § 2609a is amended to read:

§ 2609a. INCOME FROM LEASE OF MOUNTAINTOP
COMMUNICATION SITES

Annually on or before February 15, the Agency of Natural Resources shall
submit a report to the Senate Committee on Natural Resources and Energy and
the House Committees Committee on Energy and Fechnology—and-onNatural
Resourees;Fish;-and-Wildlife Digital Infrastructure containing an itemization
of the income generated through the end of the previous fiscal year from the
use of sites for communication purposes. The provisions of 2 V.S.A. § 20(d)
(expiration of required reports) shall not apply to the report to be made under
this section.

Sec. 22. 10 V.S.A. § 6503 is amended to read:
§ 6503. LEGISLATIVE APPROVAL

(a) The Committee shall report to the General Assembly its
recommendation to approve or not to approve the petition for the facility
together with such additional information and comment it deems appropriate.
The provisions of 2 V.S.A. § 20(d) (expiration of required reports) shall not
apply to the report to be made under this subsection.

* ok 3k

Sec. 23. 32 V.S.A. § 311 is amended to read:
§ 311. RETIREMENT FUNDS INTEGRITY REPORT
% %k %k
(b) At the request of the House er—Senate—Committee—on—Government
Operations—or—on—Appropriations Committee on Appropriations or on
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Government Operations and Military Affairs, the Senate Committee on
Appropriations or on Government Operations, or the Joint Public Pension

Oversight Committee, the State Treasurer and the Commissioner of Finance
and Management shall present to the requesting committees the
recommendations submitted under 3 V.S.A. § 471(n) and 16 V.S.A. § 1942(x).

(¢) The provisions of 2 V.S.A. § 20(d) (expiration of required reports) shall
not apply to the report to be made under this section.

Sec. 24. 32 V.S.A. § 588 is amended to read:
§ 588. SPECIAL FUNDS; ORGANIZATION AND MANAGEMENT

All special funds shall be organized and managed in accordance with the
provisions of this section.

(6) Accounting and reporting.

* sk 3k

(B) In addition, the Commissioner shall annually report a list of any
special funds created during the fiscal year. The list shall furnish for each fund
its name, authorization, and revenue source or sources. The report for the
prior fiscal year shall be submitted to the General Assembly through the Joint
Fiscal Committee on or before December 1 of each year. The provisions of 2
V.S.A. § 20(d) (expiration of required reports) shall not apply to the report to
be made under this subdivision.

Sec. 25. 3 V.S.A. § 3303 is amended to read:
§ 3303. REPORTING, RECORDS, AND REVIEW REQUIREMENTS

(a) Annual report and budget. The Secretary shall submit to the House
Committee on Energy and Digital Infrastructure and the Senate Committee on
Institutions, concurrent with the Governor’s annual budget request required
under 32 V.S.A. § 306, an annual report for information technology and
cybersecurity. The provisions of 2 V.S.A. § 20(d) (expiration of required
reports) shall not apply to the report to be made under this subsection. The
report shall reflect the priorities of the Agency and shall include:

* %k 3k

* * * Reports Modified * * *
Sec. 26. 2018 Acts and Resolves No. 119, Sec. 8 is amended to read:

Sec. 8. REPORTING; UTILIZATION BY SERVICE MEMBERS AND
VETERANS
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(a) The Executive Director of the Division of Fire Safety shall, on or
before February 1 of each even year, report to the House Committees on
Commerce and Economic Development, on General, Housing, and Military
Affairs, and on Government Operations and the Senate Committees on
Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs and on Government
Operations regarding:

* sk 3k

(b) The Director of the Office of Professional Regulation shall, on or
before February 1 of each even year, report to the House Committees on
Commerce and Economic Development, on General, Housing, and Military
Affairs, and on Government Operations and the Senate Committees on
Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs and on Government
Operations regarding:

* sk 3k

(c) The Commissioner of Motor Vehicles shall, on or before February 1 of
each even year, report to the House Committees on Commerce and Economic
Development, on General, Housing, and Military Affairs, and on Government
Operations and the Senate Committees on Economic Development, Housing
and General Affairs and on Government Operations regarding the number of
service members and veterans who, during the previous calendar year, were
certified to perform inspections without being required to pass an examination
as provided pursuant to 23 V.S.A. § 1227(b)(2).

(d) The Commissioner of Health shall, on or before February 1 of each
even year, report to the House Committees on Commerce and Economic
Development, on General, Housing, and Military Affairs, and on Government
Operations and the Senate Committees on Economic Development, Housing
and General Affairs and on Government Operations regarding the number of
service members and veterans who, during the previous calendar year, were
deemed to have knowledge of the prevention of food-borne disease, be able to
apply the Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point principles, and have met the
criteria for “demonstration of knowledge” requirements set forth by the
Department of Health in rule for the purposes of obtaining a food
establishment license as provided pursuant to 18 V.S.A. § 4303(b) and the total
number of food establishment licenses issued to those service members and
veterans.

Sec. 27. 2011 Acts and Resolves No. 59, Sec. 15 is amended to read:
Sec. 15. COURT ADMINISTRATOR REPORT ON PUBLIC RECORDS
CASES
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On or before January 15, 2012, and annually on even years thereafter, the
Vermont court administrator’s office shall report to the senate and house
committees on government operations regarding contested cases filed in the
civil division of the superior court involving disputes under the Public Records
Act, as set forth in 1 V.S.A. chapter 5, subchapter 4. The report shall include
the number of Public Records Act contested cases filed annually in the civil
division of the superior court, the disposition of such cases, and whether
attorney’s fees were awarded in any of the cases. The court administrator shall
submit a copy of a report required under this section to the secretary of state at
the same time the report is submitted to the senate and house committees on
government operations.

Sec. 28. 4 V.S.A. § 40 is amended to read:
§ 40. REPORT ON TEMPORARY EMPLOYEES

(a) Annually, on or before January 15 of every even year, the State Court
Administrator shall submit a report to the House Committees on General and
Housing and on Government Operations and Military Affairs and the Senate
Committee on Government Operations identifying for each of the two prior
calendar years:

(1) the total number of individuals employed by the Judiciary
Department on a temporary basis who have worked in excess of 1,280 hours in
the prior calendar year, excluding employees identified in 3 V.S.A. § 1011(7),
(8)(A)—(D), (8)(F) and (G), and (8)(1)~(K);

(2) the total number of temporary positions in which one or more
individuals have been employed for a combined total of more than 1,280
hours, excluding positions filled by employees identified in 3 V.S.A.
§ 1011(7), (8)(A)AD), (8)(F) and (G), and (8)(<K);

(3) the total number of hours worked by each temporary employee

identified pursuant to subdivision (1) of this section; and

(4) the total number of years during which each temporary employee
identified pursuant to subdivision (1) of this section has worked for the
Judiciary Department.

(b) _ Notwithstanding subsection (a) of this section, the State Court

Administrator need not submit the report if there were no temporary
employees hired in the prior two calendar years.

Sec. 29. REPEAL

2014 Acts and Resolves No. 180, Sec. 2(c) (Vermont Criminal Justice
Council report concerning use of electronic control devices) is repealed.
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Sec. 30. 20 V.S.A. § 2367 is amended to read:

§ 2367. STATEWIDE POLICY; ELECTRONIC CONTROL DEVICES;
REPORTING

* ok 3k

(H)(1) Every State, county, municipal, or other law enforcement agency and
every constable who is not employed by a law enforcement agency shall report
all incidents involving the use of an electronic control device to the Criminal
Justice Council in a form to be determined by the Council.

(2) Annually, on or before November 15, the Criminal Justice Council

shall report to the House Committees on Government Operations and Military

Affairs and on Judiciary and to the Senate Committees on Government
Operations and on Judiciary all incidents from the prior 12 months involving

the use of an electronic control device, a review of compliance with standards,

the adequacy of training and certification requirements, and the adequacy of
funding for mental health collaboration.

* ok 3k

Sec. 31. 20 V.S.A § 4662 is amended to read:
§ 4662. CYBERSECURITY ADVISORY COUNCIL

* sk 3k

(g) Reports. On or before January February 15 each year, the Council shall
submit-a-written report to the House Committees on Commerce and Economic
Development, on Energy and Digital Infrastructure, on Government
Operations and Military Affairs, and on Ways and Means and the Senate
Committees on Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs, on
Finance, and on Government Operations with a status update on the work of
the Council and any recommendations for legislative action. The provisions of
2 V.S.A. § 20(d) (expiration of required reports) shall not apply to the report to
be made under this subsection.

* %k 3k
* * * Effective Date * * *
Sec. 32. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on July 1, 2026.

- 3539 -



Senate Proposal of Amendment to House Proposal of Amendment
S. 230
An act relating to fair employment practices

The Senate concurs in the House proposal of amendment with further
proposal of amendment thereto as follows:

First: By striking out Sec. 3b, 21 V.S.A. § 495q, in its entirety and
inserting in lieu thereof a new Sec. 3b to read as follows:

Sec. 3b. 21 V.S.A. § 495q is added to read:
§ 495q. AGREEMENTS WITH HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS

(a) Any provision in a contract or agreement that creates or establishes the
terms of a partnership, employment, or any other form of professional
relationship with a health care provider regarding the health care provider’s
provision of health care services in Vermont shall be void and unenforceable if

the provision:

(1) includes a restriction on the right of the health care provider to
provide health care services in any geographical area for any period of time

after the termination of such partnership, agreement, or professional
relationship;

(2) limits the ability of a separating health care provider to provide

notice of the provider’s change of employment to individuals to whom the
separating provider provided direct health care services;

(3) restricts a health care provider from making disparaging statements

about another party to the contract or agreement or about another person
specified in the agreement as a third-party beneficiary of the agreement;

(4) is inconsistent with Vermont law: or

(5) requires litigation arising from the performance of the contract or

agreement in Vermont to be conducted in another state.

(b) The notice provided in subdivision (a)(2) of this section may include
the following information:

(1) that the health care provider is continuing to practice the provider’s
profession;

(2) the health care provider’s new professional contact information: and

(3) the recipient’s right to choose a health care provider.
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(c) The provisions in subsection (a) of this section do not apply to
restrictions that limit a health care provider who contracts with a third-party
company for nonclinical business support services from opening a business
within a specific territory supported by a different third-party company
providing nonclinical services.

(d) “Health care provider” means a person licensed, certified, or authorized
by law to provide professional health care service in this State to an individual

during that individual’s medical care, treatment, or confinement.

(e) _An employer shall not discharge or in any other manner retaliate
against an employee who exercises or attempts to exercise the employee’s
rights under this section. The provisions against retaliation in subdivision
495(a)(8) of this subchapter and the penalty and enforcement provisions of
section 495b of this subchapter shall apply to this section.

(f) This section shall apply to contracts and agreements entered into on or
after July 1, 2026.

Second: By adding a new section to be Sec. 3c to read as follows:
Sec. 3c. SOLICITATION AT CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES

The Commissioner of Corrections or designee shall meet with
representatives of the Vermont State Employees’ Association to develop a

proposal governing permissible and impermissible solicitation in parking lots
at the Department of Corrections’ facilities for consideration for adoption by
the Secretary of Administration on or before January 1, 2027. The

Commissioner of Buildings and General Services shall coordinate the meetings
and provide assistance as appropriate.

For Informational Purposes
HOUSE CHAMBER 2027 SEATING REQUESTS

Pursuant to House Rule 5, a current Representative who will return to the
House for the 2027-28 Biennium has a right to retain their current seat in the
Chamber or to change seats by selecting a seat that will be vacant in 2027. No
steps are needed for a Representative to retain their current seat. Here are the
steps for Representatives to request a change of seat for the 2027-28
Biennium:

1. Requests for changes in House seating will be accepted by the House
Clerk’s Office beginning at 8:00 A.M. on the first Monday after the
House adjourns sine die.
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2. Call or email your request to Nigel Hicks-Tibbles at:
nigel.hicks-tibbles@vtleg.gov.

3. Include in your request the seat number you would like to request; or you
may ask Nigel what seats are available and they will be able to provide a
list of vacant seats. A request for information will not be treated as a seat-
change request for purposes of reserving a seat against other requests.

4. Requests for vacant seats will be accepted in the order received.

5. A vacant seat is one that was held at the end of the 2026 session by a
member who has publicly announced they do not plan to run or has not
filed to run for reelection to the House, who is not so reelected, or who has
changed seats for 2027-28.

6. The list of vacant seats will change over the course of the adjournment and
members are welcome to request a change more than once as different
seats become available.

CROSSOVER DATES

The Joint Rules Committee established the following crossover dates:

(1) All Senate/House bills must be reported out of the last committee of
reference (including the Committees on Appropriations and Finance/Ways and
Means, except as provided below in (2) and the exceptions listed below) on or
before Friday, March 13, 2026, and filed with the Secretary/Clerk so they
may be placed on the Calendar for Notice the next legislative day — Committee
bills must be voted out of Committee by Friday, March 13, 2026.

(2) All Senate/House bills referred pursuant to Senate Rule 31 or House Rule
35(a) to the Committees on Appropriations and Finance/Ways and Means must
be reported out by the last of those committees on or before Friday, March
20, 2026, and filed with the Secretary/Clerk so they may be placed on the
Calendar for Notice the next legislative day.

Exceptions to the foregoing deadlines include the major money bills (the
general Appropriations bill (“The Big Bill”), the Transportation Capital
bill, the Capital Construction bill, and the Fee/Revenue bills).

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION (H.C.R.) PROCESS

Joint Rules 16a—16d provide the procedure for the General Assembly to adopt
concurrent resolutions pursuant to the Consent Calendar. Here are the steps
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for Representatives to introduce an H.C.R. and to have it ceremonially read
during a House session:

1. Meet with or email Legislative Counselor Michael Chernick regarding your
H.C.R. draft request. Come prepared with an idea and any relevant
supporting documents.

2. Have a date in mind if you want a ceremonial reading. You should
communicate with Counselor Chernick at least two weeks prior to the
week you want your ceremonial reading to happen.

3. Counselor Chernick will draft your H.C.R., and Resolutions Editor and
Coordinator Jill Pralle will edit it. Upon completion of this process, a
paper or electronic copy will be released to you. If a paper copy is
released to you, a sponsor sign-out sheet will also be included.

4. Please submit a final sponsor list (with all sponsors listed) to Counselor
Chernick by paper or electronically, but not both.

5. The final list of sponsors needs to be submitted, by email or on a paper
sign-out sheet, to Counselor Chernick not later than 1:00 p.m. the
Wednesday of the week prior to the H.C.R.’s appearance on the Consent
Calendar.

6. The Office of Legislative Counsel will then send your H.C.R. to the House
Clerk’s Office for incorporation into the Consent Calendar and House
Calendar Addendum for the following week.

7. The week that your H.C.R. is on the Consent Calendar, any presentation
copies that you requested will be mailed or available for pickup on Friday,
after the House and Senate adjourn, which is when your H.C.R. is adopted
pursuant to Joint Rules.

8. Your H.C.R. can be ceremonially read during a House session once it is
adopted, meaning it must have been adopted through the House Consent
Calendar not later than the week prior to your requested ceremonial
reading date. Contact Second Assistant Clerk Courtney Reckord to confirm
your requested ceremonial reading date.

9. A Note: If there is a specific date, week, or month that your resolution
must be read (e.g. to designate a specified period of time or to recognize a
group on a certain day), please inform Second Assistant Clerk Courtney
Reckord as soon as possible, so she can reserve that date in advance. You
do not need to have the resolution drafted by then.
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JOINT FISCAL COMMITTEE NOTICES

Grants and Positions that have been submitted to the Joint Fiscal Committee
by the Administration, under 32 V.S.A. §5(b)(3)(D):

JFO #3276: Twelve (12) limited-service positions to the Agency of
Human Services, various departments, to staff the Rural Health
Transformation Initiative. The Rural Health Transformation grant, JFO
#3272 was approved at the Joint Fiscal Committee meeting on

February 6, 2026. All limited-service positions are expected to be
funded through 9/30/2031. [Received March 31, 2026]

JFO #3277: $36,000.00 to the Vermont Legislature, Sergeant at Arms
office from the National Conference of State Legislatures. The grant
will extend up to $500.00 to each member of the General Assembly to
secure their homes. Funds would be available once as a reimbursement

during the lawmaker’s service for expenses incurred after June 1, 2026.
[Received April 14, 2026]
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