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ORDERS OF THE DAY

ACTION CALENDAR
Third Reading
S. 28
An act relating to access to certain legally protected health care services
Favorable with Amendment
S. 27

An act relating to medical debt relief and excluding medical debt from
credit reports

Rep. Page of Newport City, for the Committee on Health Care,
recommends that the House propose to the Senate that the bill be amended by
striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

Sec. 1. STATE TREASURER; MEDICAL DEBT RELIEF;
APPROPRIATION

(a) The sum of $1,000,000.00 is appropriated to the State Treasurer from
the General Fund in fiscal year 2026 for the purpose of contracting with a
nonprofit entity to acquire and repay certain medical debts incurred by
Vermont residents as set forth in this section.

(b) The State Treasurer shall ensure that the entity with which the
Treasurer contracts under this section will:

(1)  purchase the medical debt of eligible debtors from health care
providers at fair market value:

(2) abolish the debt with no cost or tax consequences for the debtor;

(3) coordinate with the health care provider or collections agency to
ensure that any adverse information resulting from the medical debt is
removed from the debtor’s consumer credit report following the contractor’s
purchase and abolition of the debt; and

(4) notify each individual whose medical debt was abolished pursuant to
this section:

(A) the amount of the individual’s medical debt that was abolished

and the name of the health care provider or providers from whom the entity
purchased the individual’s debt;
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(B) the estimated percentage of the federal poverty level that
corresponds to the individual’s household income; and

(C) that financial assistance policies are available at all Vermont

hospitals in accordance with 18 V.S.A. § 9482, including the following
minimum discounts:

(1) a 100 percent discount for individuals with household income
at or below 250 percent of the federal poverty level; and

(i1) at least a 40 percent discount for individuals with household
income between 250 and 400 percent of the federal poverty level.

(¢)_In order to be eligible for repayment of medical debt under this section,
the following conditions must be met:

(1) the debtor shall be a Vermont resident who either has a household
income that is at or below 400 percent of the federal poverty level for the
applicable household size or who owes medical debt in an amount that is five
percent or more of the debtor’s household income; and

(2) the debtor’s patient account still maintains an outstanding balance
even after the health care provider has completed its routine efforts to collect
the amounts due.

Sec. 2. 2022 Acts and Resolves No. 83, Sec. 53(b)(5)(B), as amended by 2022
Acts and Resolves No. 185, Sec. C.102 and 2023 Acts and Resolves No. 78,
Sec. E.1000, is further amended to read:

(B) $26,000,000 $19.000.000 shall be appropriated to the State
Treasurer’s Office and used for redeeming State of Vermont general obligation
bonds prior to maturity.

Sec. 3. 9 V.S.A. § 2466d is added to read:
§ 2466d. REPORTING OF MEDICAL DEBT INFORMATION
PROHIBITED

(a) A credit reporting agency shall not report or maintain in the file on a
consumer information relating to a medical debt.

(b) As used in this section:

(1) “Health care services” means services for the diagnosis, prevention,
treatment, cure, or relief of a physical, dental, behavioral, or mental health

condition or substance use disorder, including counseling, procedures,
products, devices, and medications.
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(2)  “Medical debt” means debt arising from health care services,
including dental services, or from health care goods, including products,
devices, durable medical equipment, and prescription drugs. “Medical debt”
does not include debt arising from services provided by a veterinarian; debt
charged to a credit card unless the credit card is issued under an open-end or
closed-end credit plan offered solely for the payment of health care services;
debt charged to a home equity or general-purpose line of credit; or secured
debt.

Sec. 4. 9 V.S.A. § 2480b is amended to read:
§ 2480b. DISCLOSURES TO CONSUMERS

* %k sk

(c) Any time a credit reporting agency is required to make a written
disclosure to consumers pursuant to 15 U.S.C. § 1681g, it shall disclose, in at
least 12-point type, and in bold type as indicated, the following notice:
“NOTICE TO VERMONT CONSUMERS

* %k sk

(2) Under Vermont law, no one may access your credit report without
your permission except under the following limited circumstances:

* %k sk

(F) where the request for a credit report is related to a credit
transaction entered into prior to January 1, 1993; e

(G) where the request for a credit report is by the Vermont
Department of Taxes and is used for the purpose of collecting or investigating
delinquent taxes; or

(H) where the request for a credit report is by an organization that is

exempt from taxation under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code
for the purpose of determining eligibility for the abolition of medical debt.

* %k sk

Sec. 5. 9 V.S.A. § 2480g is amended to read:
§ 2480g. EXEMPTIONS

* %k 3k

(e) The provisions of section 2480e of this title shall not apply to an

organization that is exempt from taxation under Section 501(c)(3) of the

Internal Revenue Code when determining eligibility for the abolition of
medical debt:; provided, however, that the exemption from the provisions of
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section 2480e of this title shall not apply to a tax-exempt organization that is a
large health care facility, as defined in 18 V.S.A. § 9481.

Sec. 6. 18 V.S.A. chapter 221, subchapter 10 is amended to read:
Subchapter 10. Patient Financial Assistance and Medical Debt

* ok 3k

§ 9485. PROHIBITION ON SALE OR REPORTING OF MEDICAL DEBT

(a)(1) No large health care facility shall sell its medical debt except as
provided in subdivision (2) of this subsection.

(2) A large health care facility may sell or otherwise transfer its medical

debt to an organization that is exempt from taxation under Section 501(c)(3) of

the Internal Revenue Code for the specific purpose of the tax-exempt

organization abolishing the medical debt of one or more patients by
cancellation of the indebtedness.

(b) No large health care facility or medical debt collector shall report or
otherwise furnish any portion of a medical debt to a credit reporting agency.

* ok 3k

Sec. 7. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on July 1, 2025.
(Committee vote: 11-0-0)

Rep. Nigro of Bennington, for the Committee on Appropriations,
recommends that the House propose to the Senate that the bill be amended as
recommended by the Committee on Health Care.

(Committee Vote: 10-0-1)

Rep. Feltus of Lyndon, for the Committee on Ways and Means,
recommends that the House propose to the Senate that the bill be amended as
recommended by the Committee on Health Care.

(Committee Vote: 11-0-0)

Amendment to be offered by Reps. Donahue of Northfield and Black of
Essex to the report of the Committee on Health Care on S. 27

That the report of the Committee on Health Care be amended by adding a
new section to be Sec. 3 to read as follows:

Sec. 3. 1 V.S.A. § 151 is added to read:
§ 151. BEHAVIORAL HEALTH
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“Behavioral health” means any behavioral condition bearing on health,
including stress-linked physical symptoms, patient activation, and health

behaviors that can be addressed through support, counseling, change

techniques, coaching, and other interventions. As used in the Vermont Statutes
Annotated, the term does not include mental health conditions or substance use

disorders. The General Assembly recognizes that using the term “behavioral
health” to describe mental health conditions or substance use disorders has a
stigmatizing impact, which may deter individuals from seeking health care for
those conditions, but also recognizes that some jurisdictions interpret the term
to incorporate those conditions and that therefore it may be necessary under
limited circumstances to include the term in the definition of health care
services for the sole reason of avoiding any question about the intended scope
of a specific statute.

and by renumbering the remaining sections to be numerically correct

Amendment to be offered by Rep. North of Ferrisburgh to the report
of the Committee on Health Care on S. 27

That the report of the Committee on Health Care be amended as follows:

First: In Sec. 1, State Treasurer; medical debt relief; appropriation, in
subdivision (b)(4)(C)(ii), by striking out “400 percent” and inserting in lieu
thereof “300 percent”

Second: In Sec. 1, State Treasurer; medical debt relief; appropriation, by

striking out subsection (c) in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof a new
subsection (¢) to read as follows:

(¢)_In order to be eligible for repayment of medical debt under this section,
the following conditions must be met:

(1) the debtor shall be a Vermont resident who either has a household
income that is at or below 300 percent of the federal poverty level for the
applicable household size or who owes medical debt in an amount that is five
percent or more of the debtor’s household income;

(2) the debtor has demonstrated a consistent, good faith effort to make

payments on the medical debt; and

(3) the debtor’s patient account still maintains an outstanding balance
despite the debtor’s good faith efforts and even after the health care provider
has completed its routine efforts to collect the amounts due.

Third: In Sec. 6, 18 V.S.A. chapter 221, subchapter 10, following the first
set of ellipses, by inserting the following:
§ 9482. FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE POLICIES FOR LARGE HEALTH
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CARE FACILITIES

(a) Each large health care facility in this State shall develop a written
financial assistance policy that, at a minimum, complies with the provisions of
this subchapter and any applicable federal requirements.

(b) The financial assistance policy shall:

(1) apply, at a minimum, to all emergency and other medically
necessary health care services that the large health care facility offers;

(2) provide free or discounted care to Vermont residents and to
individuals who live in Vermont at the time the services are delivered but who
lack stable permanent housing, as follows:

(A) for an uninsured patient with household income at or below 250
percent of the federal poverty level (FPL), a 100 percent discount from the
amount generally billed for the services received, resulting in free care;

(B) for an uninsured patient with household income between 250 and
400 300 percent FPL, a minimum of a 40 percent discount from the amount
generally billed for the services received;

(C) for a patient with health insurance or other coverage for the
services delivered and with household income at or below 250 percent FPL, a
waiver of all out-of-pocket costs that would otherwise be due from the patient;

(D) for a patient with health insurance or other coverage for the
services delivered and with household income between 250 and 406 300
percent FPL, a minimum of a 40 percent discount on the patient’s out-of-
pocket costs; and

* %k 3k
Action Postponed Until April 23, 2025
Senate Proposal of Amendment
H. 243
An act relating to the regulation of business organizations
The Senate proposes to the House to amend the bill as follows:

First: In Sec. 4, 11 V.S.A. chapter 15, in section 1656, by striking out the
section heading in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof a new section
heading to read as follows:

§ 1656. SERVICE OF PROCESS; SECRETARY OF STATE AS AGENT

Second: By adding a new section to be Sec. 4a to read as follows:
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Sec. 4a. 11 V.S.A. chapter 15, subchapter 2 is amended to read:
Subchapter 2. Administrative Authority

* %k sk

§ 1657. CERTIFICATE OF GOOD STANDING

Upon request of any person and payment of the applicable fee, the
Secretary of State shall issue a certificate of good standing for a business
organization that is authorized to do business in this State, and that is currently
active and in good standing as of the date the certificate is issued, as reflected
in the records of the Secretary.

Third: By adding a new section to be Sec. 7a to read as follows:
Sec. 7a. 11 V.S.A. § 4028 is amended to read:

§ 4028. CERHHCATE-OEEXISTENCE-ORAUTHORIZAHON
CERTIFICATE OF GOOD STANDING

is-rexistenee-or-isautherizedto-transaet-business—inthis-State A person may
request the Secretary of State to issue a certificate of good standing for a

domestic or foreign limited liability company pursuant to section 1657 of this
title.

Fourth: By adding a new section to be Sec. 8a to read as follows:
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Sec. 8a. 11A V.S.A. § 1.28 is amended to read:
§ 1.28. CERTIFICATE OF GOOD STANDING

or-is—authorized—to—transact-business—n—this-State A person may request the
Secretary of State to issue a certificate of good standing for a domestic or
foreign corporation pursuant to 11 V.S.A. § 1657.

Fifth: By adding a new section to be Sec. 15a to read as follows:
Sec. 15a. 11B V.S.A. § 1.28 is amended to read:
§ 1.28. CERTIFICATE OF GOOD STANDING
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of-the-facts-stated-therein A person may request the Secretary of State to issue
a certificate of good standing for a domestic or foreign corporation pursuant to
11 V.S.A. § 1657.

Sixth: In Sec. 23, 11C V.S.A. chapter 2, by striking out section 206 in its
entirety and inserting in lieu thereof a new section 206 to read as follows:

§ 206. CERTIFICATE OF GOOD STANDING OR-AUTHORIZATION




authorized-to-transact-businessin-this-State A person may request the Secretary
of State to issue a certificate of good standing for a domestic or foreign
enterprise pursuant to 11 V.S.A. § 1657.

Seventh: In Sec. 27, business services and business organizations; study, by
striking out subsection (b) in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof a new
subsection (b) to read as follows:

(b) Reporting. The Secretary of State shall, based on the task set forth in

subsection (a) of this section, submit to the House Committee on Commerce
and Economic Development, the House Committee on Ways and Means, the
Senate Committee on Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs,
and the Senate Committee on Finance an interim report on or before
November 15, 2025 and a final report on or before December 1, 2026

including its findings and any proposed legislation for the General Assembly’s
consideration. The interim report shall provide the General Assembly with

any recommended actions to pursue in the 2026 legislative session.

NOTICE CALENDAR
Favorable
H. 364

An act relating to approval of the annexation of property by the Village of
Swanton

Rep. Hango of Berkshire, for the Committee on Government Operations
and Military Affairs, recommends the bill ought to pass.

(Committee Vote: 10-0-1)
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Senate Proposal of Amendment
H. 10

An act relating to approval of amendments to the charter of the City of
Barre

The Senate proposes to the House to amend the bill in Sec. 2, 24 App.
V.S.A. chapter 1, in section 110 (fiscal year), following the words “shall begin
on the first day of July”, by striking out the words “and end on the last day of

June” and inserting in lieu thereof “and-end-on-thelast-day-oefJune”

CONSENT CALENDAR FOR ACTION
Concurrent Resolutions for Adoption Under Joint Rules 16a - 16d

The following concurrent resolutions have been introduced for approval by
the Senate and House and will be adopted automatically unless a Senator or
Representative requests floor consideration in that member’s chamber before
today’s adjournment. Requests for floor consideration in either chamber
should be communicated to the Senate Secretary’s Office or the House Clerk’s
Office, as applicable. For text of resolutions, see Addendum to House
Calendar of April 17, 2025.

H.C.R. 95

House concurrent resolution designating April 24, 2025 as Vermont
Children’s Alliance Day at the State House

H.C.R. 96

House concurrent resolution congratulating the Thetford Academy Panthers
Division III boys’ basketball team on their second consecutive championship

H.C.R. 97

House concurrent resolution congratulating the Southern State Correctional
Facility’s debate team on its National Prison Debate League victory over Wake
Forest University

H.C.R. 98

House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2025 Essex High School
Hornets Division I championship girls’ ice hockey team

H.C.R. 99

House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2025 Mount Mansfield
Union High School Cougars boys’ Division I championship Nordic ski team
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H.C.R. 100

House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2025 Mount Mansfield
Union High School Cougars Division I championship girls’ Nordic ski team

H.C.R. 101

House concurrent resolution congratulating Phoenix Newell on winning two
consecutive Vermont State Spelling Bees

H.C.R. 102

House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2024 8—10 Colchester All-
Star Vermont championship Little League Baseball team

H.C.R. 103

House concurrent resolution commemorating the establishment of the
Austine School for the Deaf collection and exhibit at the Vermont Historical
Society Library in Barre

H.C.R. 104

House concurrent resolution recognizing May 2025 as National Foster Care
Month in Vermont

H.C.R. 105

House concurrent resolution recognizing April 19, 2025 as World Circus
Day in Vermont

H.C.R. 106

House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2025 Mount Mansfield
Union High School Cougars dance program on winning a 10th consecutive
hip-hop State championship

H.C.R. 107

House concurrent resolution congratulating the Rice Memorial High School
Green Knights boys’ ice hockey team on winning a second consecutive
Division I championship

H.C.R. 108

House concurrent resolution congratulating the remarkable four-time State
high school individual girls’ golf champion Namo Seibert
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For Informational Purposes

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO
THE CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF VERMONT

The Vermont House Committee on General and Housing will hold a
public hearing on Tuesday, April 22, 2025, at 1:00 p.m. in Room 10 of the
State House on the proposed amendment. Interested parties may attend the
hearing in person or virtually.

The Committee will take testimony on Proposition 3, Declaration of
Rights; right to collectively bargain. Anyone interested in testifying must
sign up in advance of the hearing through the following online form no
later than 5 p.m. on Sunday, April 20, 2025. For those planning to testify
instructions on how to access and participate in the hearing will be sent once
you have signed up for the hearing.

Online form: https://legislature.vermont.gov/prop-3-form

For those not planning to testify, the hearing will be available to watch
live on YouTube at the following link.

YouTube livestream:

https://legislature.vermont.gov/committee/streaming/house-
general-and-housing

Written testimony is encouraged and can be submitted electronically
through email at testimony@]leg.state.vt.us or mailed to the House Committee
on Housing and General Affairs, c/o Magali Stowell Aleman, 115 State Street,
Montpelier, VT 05633. For more information about the format of this event,
contact Magali Stowell Aleman at mstowellaleman@leg.state.vt.us.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Vermont Senate Committee on Government Operations and the
Vermont House Committee on Government Operations and Military Affairs
will hold a public hearing on Veteran's Affairs on Wednesday, April 30, 2025
from 4:00 P.M. to 5:30 P.M. in Room 11 at the State House.

The hearing will be available to watch live on YouTube at the following
link.

YouTube livestream:

https://legislature.vermont.gov/committee/streaming/house-
government-operations-and-military-affairs
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H.C.R. REQUEST DEADLINE

All requests for a 2025 House Concurrent Resolution should be
submitted to Michael Chernick in the Office of Legislative Counsel by noon
on Friday, April 25, 2025.

CROSSOVER DATES

The Joint Rules Committee established the following crossover dates:

(1) All Senate/House bills must be reported out of the last committee of
reference (including the Committees on Appropriations and Finance/Ways and
Means, except as provided below in (2) and the exceptions listed below) on or
before Friday, March 14, 2025, and filed with the Secretary/Clerk so they
may be placed on the Calendar for Notice the next legislative day — Committee
bills must be voted out of Committee by Friday, March 14, 2025.

(2) All Senate/House bills referred pursuant to Senate Rule 31 or House
Rule 35(a) to the Committees on Appropriations and Finance/Ways and Means
must be reported out by the last of those committees on or before Friday,
March 21, 2025, and filed with the Secretary/Clerk so they may be placed on
the Calendar for Notice the next legislative day.

Exceptions to the foregoing deadlines include the major money bills
(the general Appropriations bill (“The Big Bill”), the Transportation
Capital bill, the Capital Construction bill, and the Fee/Revenue bills).

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION (H.C.R.) PROCESS

Joint Rules 16a—16d provide the procedure for the General Assembly to adopt
concurrent resolutions pursuant to the Consent Calendar. Here are the steps
for Representatives to introduce an H.C.R. and to have it ceremonially read
during a House session:

1. Meet with Legislative Counselor Michael Chernick regarding your H.C.R.
draft request. Come prepared with an idea and any relevant supporting
documents.

2. Have a date in mind if you want a ceremonial reading. You should meet
with Counselor Chernick at least two weeks prior to the week you want
your ceremonial reading to happen.

3. Counselor Chernick will draft your H.C.R., and Resolutions Editor and
Coordinator Jill Pralle will edit it. Upon completion of this process, a
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paper or electronic copy will be released to you. If a paper copy is
released to you, a sponsor signout sheet will also be included.

4. Please submit the sponsor list to Counselor Chernick by paper or
electronically, but not both.

5. The final list of sponsors needs to be submitted to Counselor Chernick not
later than 12:00 noon the Thursday of the week prior to the H.C.R.’s
appearance on the Consent Calendar.

6. The Office of Legislative Counsel will then send your H.C.R. to the House
Clerk’s Office for incorporation into the Consent Calendar and House
Calendar Addendum for the following week.

7. The week that your H.C.R. is on the Consent Calendar, any presentation
copies that you requested will be mailed or available for pickup on Friday,
after the House and Senate adjourn, which is when your H.C.R. is adopted
pursuant to Joint Rules.

8. Your H.C.R. can be ceremonially read during a House session once it is
adopted. If you would like to schedule a ceremonial reading, contact
Second Assistant Clerk Courtney Reckord to confirm your requested
ceremonial reading date.

JOINT FISCAL COMMITTEE NOTICES

Grants and Positions that have been submitted to the Joint Fiscal Committee
by the Administration, under 32 V.S.A. §5(b)(3)(D):

JFO #3244: $2,335,401.00 to the Agency of Human Services, Department
of Health from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration. Funds support continued crisis counseling assistance

and training in response to the July 2024 flood event. [Received
February 7, 2025]

JFO #3245: $250,000.00 to the Agency of Human Services, Department
of Health from the National Association of State Mental Health
Program Directors. Funds used to provide trainings for crisis staff and

to make improvements to the State’s crisis system dispatch platform.
[Received February 7, 2025]

JFO #3246: 125+ acre land donation valued at $184,830.00 from Pieter
Van Schaik of Cavendish, VT to the Agency of Natural Resources,
Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation. The acreage will become
part of the Lord State Forest. /[Received March 24, 2025]
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JFO #3247: $2,875,419.00 to the Agency of Human Services, Department
for Children and Families to support families affected by the July 2024
flood event. The request includes three (3) limited-service positions.
Two (2) Emergency Management Specialists to the AHS central office
and one (1) Grants and Contract Manager to the Department of
Children and Families Positions funded through June 30, 2027.
[Received 04/10/2025, expedited review requested 04/10/2025]

JFO #3248: $35,603.00 to the Vermont Department of Libraries from the
Vermont Community Foundation and the dissolution of the VT Public
Library Foundation. The grant will provide modest grants to VT
libraries with a preference for smaller libraries and for programs and
projects that support children and diversity. [Received April 10, 2025]

JFO #3249: $22.117.00 to the Agency of Human Services, Department of
Corrections to ensure compliance with the Prison Rape Elimination Act
(PREA). [Received April 10, 2025]
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