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S.212

Introduced by Senator Watson

Referred to Committee on Natural Resources and Energy

Date: January 7, 2026

Subject: Conservation and development; potable water supply and wastewater
connections; municipal authority

Statement of purpose of bill as introduced: This bill proposes to authorize the

Agency of Natural Resources (ANR) to delegate to municipalities the

permitting and technical review of potable water supply and wastewater

system connections. The bill also would require ANR to adopt a general

permit for municipal potable water supply and wastewater system connections

that are reviewed by delegated municipalities.

An act relating to potable water supply and wastewater system connections

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:

0 A_KS 1Q 10 a1 oand o o
§ 1971. PURPO'YS
It is the purpose of this chapter to?

(1) establish a comprehensive program to regulate tHesagpstruction,
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envigonment, including potable water supplies, surface water, and

groundwgater;

(6) allowWelegation efthe-permitting-program-ereated-by-this-ehapter to
municipalities deme. steatingthe-eapacttyto-admintster-the-chapter of

technical review of potalle water supply and wastewater system connections

pursuant to the rules of the Mgency adopted under this chapter.

Sec. 2. 10 V.S.A. § 1972 is ameNged to read:
§ 1972. DEFINITIONS

For the purposes of this chapter:

(6) “Potable water supply” means the sourdg, treatment, and conveyance
equipment used to provide water used or intended to Bg used for human
consumption, including drinking, washing, bathing, the pr§paration of food, or

laundering. This definition includes a service connection to a‘Wublic water

system of any size that does not require a permit pursuant to chapt® 56 of this

title. This definition does not include any internal piping or plumbing¥gxcept
for mechanical systems, such as pump stations and storage tanks or lavatorigs,
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potble water supply that is subject to regulation under chapter 56 of this title.
%k % %

(10) gWastewater system” means any piping, pumping, treatment, or
disposal systenused for the conveyance and treatment of sanitary waste or
used water, includig carriage water, shower and wash water, and process
wastewater. This defif¥gion does not include any internal piping or plumbing,
except for mechanical syst3s, such as pump stations and storage tanks or
toilets, that are located inside a%guilding or structure and that are integral to the
operation of a wastewater system. %his definition also does not include
wastewater systems that are used exclu$gvely for the treatment and disposal of
animal manure. In this chapter, “wastewat8 system” refers to a soil-based
disposal system of less than 6,500 gallons per gy, or a sewerage sanitary

sewer collection system connection of any size.

Sec. 3. 10 V.S.A. § 1973 is amended to read:
§ 1973. PERMITS

(a) Except as provided in this section and sections 1974 andW 978 of this
title, a person shall obtain a permit from the Secretary before:

% ok %

(7) making a new or modified connection to a new or existing potab



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

BILL AS INTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATE AND HOUSE S.212
2026 Page 4 of 26

Qb The Secretary shall give deference to a certification by a licensed
designeMyvith respect to the engineering design or judgment exercised by the
designer in Oder to minimize Agency review of certified designs. Nothing in
this section shall[%{mit the responsibility of the licensed designer to comply
with all standards an®ules, or the authority of the Secretary to review and
comment on design aspect of an application or to enforce Agency rules with

respect to the design or the deSgn certification.
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(k)(1) The retary shall adopt a general permit for municipal potable

water supply and witewater system connections that are reviewed by

municipalities with auth@ity delegated to them pursuant to section 1976 of

this chapter.

(2) _The Secretary may ad®gt by rule general permitting programs for

other activities permitted under this S§ction.

Sec. 4. 10 V.S.A. § 1976 is amended to M§ad:

§ 1976. DELEGATION OF CONNECTIONUTHORITY TO

MUNICIPALITIES

(a)(1) The Seeretary-may-delega
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itle The Secretary may delegate to a municipality

authority to condu®technical review of municipal potable water supply and

wastewater system conWections, provided that the water main and sanita

sewer collection line that tfg water service line and sanitary sewer service line

are connected to are owned andycontrolled by the delegated municipality.

(2) If a municipality submit¥g request for delegation of authority under

this subsection, the Secretary shall delc§ate authority to the municipality to

implement and administer provisions of thichapter governing municipal

potable water supply and wastewater system cofnections, provided that the

municipality:
A) is qualified to perform the technical revielg as determined by the

Secretary;

(B) receives authorization from the municipal legislatye body to

administer a program for review of potable water supply and wasteWater

system connections;

(C) meets any other requirement for the delegation program as

AdUUPLCU UY C C cldaly W
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serWice lines when there is adequate capacity in the public water system,

wastewlter treatment facility, or indirect discharge system: and

% complies with the requirements for connection and all

requirements ofthe Agency’s rules adopted under section 1978 of this title.

% ok %

(f) The Secretary review municipal implementation of this section on
a random basis, or in respoNge to a complaint, or on his-er-her the Secretary’s
own motion. This review may%aclude consideration of the municipal
implementation itself, as well as cOfsideration of the practices, testing
procedures employed, systems designed system designs approved, installation
procedures used, and any work associated With the performance of these tasks.
Sec. 5. 3 V.S.A. § 2822(j) is amended to read:

(j) In accordance with subsection (i) of this sectign, the following fees are
established for permits, licenses, certifications, approvg, registrations, orders,
and other actions taken by the Agency of Natural Resource

* % %
(4) For potable water supply and wastewater permits issued §gder 10
V.S.A. chapter 64. Projects under this subdivision include: a wastewa
system, including a sewerage connection; and a potable water supply,

LU 2 d U C U U dpuvu wdll UPPLY
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the%pllowing proposed design flows. In calculating the fee, the highest
proposcq, design flow whether wastewater or water shall be used:
design flows 560 gpd or less: $306.25 per application;

(i1) Wesign flows greater than 560 and less than or equal to 2,000
gpd: $870.00 per apiglication;

(ii1) design Mows greater than 2,000 and less than or equal to
6,500 gpd: $3,000.00 per apRlication;

(iv) design flows gr&gter than 6,500 and less than or equal to
10,000 gpd: $7,500.00 per applicatiyg;

(v) design flows greater tharfyl 0,000 gpd: $13,500.00 per
application.

(B) Minor amendments: $150.00.

(C) Minor projects: $270.00.

As used in this subdivision (j)(4)(C), “minor prof§ct” means a project
that meets the following: there is an increase in design flow b# no
construction is required; there is no increase in design flow but coffgtruction is
required, excluding replacement potable water supplies and wastewate
systems; or there is no increase in design flow and no construction is requiigd,

LU 2 dpp d U d U d CIC & d U C LC d CVICW.
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projeCs located in a Vermont neighborhood, as designated under 24 V.S.A.
chapter 76A,%ye fee shall be ne not more than $50.00 in situations in which
the application has régived an allocation for sewer capacity from an approved
municipal system. This linfgation shall not apply in the case of fees charged
as part of a duly delegated municip®} program.

(E) Projects permitted under a nicipal potable water supply or

wastewater system connection general permit as @atablished in 10 V.S.A.

§ 1973(k)(1) or as adopted by rule per 10 V.S.A. § 197 2): $500.

* %k ok

Sec. 6. EFFECTIVE DATE

g . 0.4, 9 1Y s damended [0 redd.
§ 197 "RURPOSE
1t is the puPmgge of this chapter to:

(1) establish“Wygomprehensive program to regulate the construction,
replacement, modificatioMgand operation of potable water supplies and
wastewater systems in the Si™g in order to protect human health and the
environment, including potable™ggater supplies, surface water, and
groundwater;

(6) allow delesation of the permitting prograMggeated -Dy-this cliapic
o-municipalities—-demonstrating-the-capactty—to-administomigie—chapter review
of potable water supply and wastewater system connectiOMagpursuant to
general permits adopted under this chapter.

Sec. 2. 10 V.S.A. § 1972 is amended to read.:
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6)  “Potable water supply” means the source, treatment, and
convey¥ce equipment used to provide water used or intended to be used for
human c&sumption, including drinking, washing, bathing, the preparation of
food, or ld&dering. This definition includes a service connection to a public
water systen®gf any size. This definition does not include any internal piping
or plumbing, cept for mechanical systems, such as pump stations and
storage tanks or¥gvatories, that are located inside a building or structure and
that are integral 8 the operation of a potable water system. This definition
also does not includ®g potable water supply that is subject to regulation under
chapter 56 of this title

% sk ok

(10) “Wastewater sWem” means any piping, pumping, treatment, or
disposal system used for the¥pnveyance and treatment of sanitary waste or
used water, including carriagvater, shower and wash water, and process
wastewater. This definition does ¥t include any internal piping or plumbing,
except for mechanical systems, sud as pump stations and storage tanks or
toilets, that are located inside a builXg or structure and that are integral to
the operation of a wastewater system.RThis definition also does not include
wastewater systems that are used exclusi®gly for the treatment and disposal of
animal manure. In this chapter, “wastew®er system” refers to a soil-based
disposal system of less than 6,500 gallons Wer day, or a sewerage sanitary
sewer collection system connection of any size.

Sec. 3. 10 V.S.A. § 1973 is amended to read.:
§1973. PERMITS

(a) Except as provided in this section and sections¥ 974 and 1978 of this
title, a person shall obtain a permit from the Secretary befye:

% sk ok

(7) making a new or modified connection to a new or &isting potable
water supply or wastewater system, or

% sk ok

(W The Secretary shall give deference to a certification by a¥censed
designer with respect to the engineering design or judgment exercised ¥y the
designer in order to minimize Agency review of certified designs. Nothil in
this section shall limit the responsibility of the licensed designer to comp
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(k)(1) The Secretary shall adopMg general permit for both potable water
supply and wastewater system conne®8ons that require a permit under this
chapter. _Under the general permit, Me Secretary may give deference to
applications for connections certified by % licensed designer. The Secretary
shall publish a manual providing guidance M licensed designers implementing
the general permit for potable water supply oMgastewater system connections.
The manual shall include guidance for determirMgg or defining the capacity of
a public water system or pollution abatement facil® for purposes of approving
a potable water supply or wastewater system conne¥on.

o programs for other
ecretary determines

(2) The Secretary may adopt general permit
activities that require a permit under this section that th3
are low risk, low impact, and low complexity.

Sec. 4. 10 V.S.A. § 1976 is amended to read.:

§ 1976. DELEGATION OF CONNECTION PERMITTING AUNJORITY
TO MUNICIPALITIES

(@)(1)

O aAB
O vay, y [
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seetion—978—of—this—title The Secretary may delegateo a municipality
authority to conduct technical review of proposed projectsat include both
municipal potable water supply and municipal wastewater sys¥m connections
that require a permit under this chapter, provided that the wer main and
sanitary sewer collection line that the water service line and saKtary sewer
service line are connected to are owned and controlled by theNgelegated
municipality. Municipalities delegated authority under this section ¥hall be
required to incorporate the requirements of the Secretary’s general perMt for
potable water supply and wastewater system connections into a muni®pal
connection _approval, including deference to applications for connectigs
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tIg subsection, the Secretary shall delegate authority to the municipality to
imMement and administer provisions of this chapter governing municipal
potal¥e water supply and wastewater system connections, provided that the
municipgli

(M) _is qualified to perform the technical review as determined by the
Secretary;
(B) Wgceives authorization from the municipal legislative body to

administer a pr&ram_for review of potable water supply and wastewater
System connections

(C) meets gnv other requirement for the delegation program as
adopted by the SecretaM in writing;

(D) will only iss%e permits for water service lines and sanitary sewer
service lines when there 8% adequate capacity in the public water system,
wastewater treatment facility, W indirect discharge system,

(E) submits required¥documentation of the permitted project as
determined by the Secretary,; and

(F) complies with the ¥equirements for connection and all
requirements of the Agency’s rules adoMed under section 1978 of this title.

& sk 3

(f) The Secretary may review municipal Mgplementation of this section on a
random basis, or in response to a complaint, § on his-er-her the Secretary’s
own motion.  This review may include coMgderation of the municipal
implementation itself, as well as consideratioMy of the practices, testing
procedures employed, systems designed, system des®gns approved, installation
procedures used, and any work associated with the peMormance of these tasks.

Sec. 5. 3V.S.A. § 2822 is amended to read:
$2822. BUDGET AND REPORT; POWERS

& sk ok

(i) The Secretary shall not process an application for which B¢ applicable
fee has not been paid unless the Secretary specifies that the fee malbe paid at
a different time or unless the person applying for the permit is exemphfrom the
permit fee requirements pursuant to 32 V.S.A. § 710. Municipalities ¥gall be
exempt from the payment of fees under this section except for thos¥ fees
prescribed in subdivisions (j)(1), (7), (8), (14), and (15) of this sectiorRfor
which a municipality may recover its costs by charging a user fee to those Wi

Ul > Ol v . 3% vav. v oty > UcCU
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icipality shall also be exempt from those fees for stormwater systems
preXribed in subdivisions (j)(2)(4)(iii)(D), (1), or (IV) and (j)(2)(B)(iv)(I),
(11), & (V) of this section for which a municipality has assumed full legal
responSXility under 10 V.S.A. § 1264. Municipalities that conduct a technical
review oMgpproval of a potable water supply or wastewater system connection
permitted Mgder 10 V.S.A. § 1976 within the municipality may charge a fee for
the cost of Mynicipal services, provided that the municipality shall pay an
administrative Wrocessing fee of $100.00 for submission to the Secretary of
Natural Resourc® of documentation of the municipally permitted project.

(j) In accordan® with subsection (i) of this section, the following fees are
established for perMyts, licenses, certifications, approvals, registrations,
orders, and other actioMg taken by the Agency of Natural Resources.

% sk ok

(4) For potable wateRgupply and wastewater permits issued under 10
V.S.A. chapter 64. Projects ®gder this subdivision include: a wastewater
system, including a sewerageXgonnection; and a potable water supply,
including a connection to a public¥ater supply:

(A) Original applications, X major amendments for a project that is
not a potable water supply or wastewa system connection with the following
proposed design flows. In calculating th&ee, the highest proposed design flow
whether wastewater or water shall be used.

(i) design flows 560 gpd or less: §306.25 per application;

(ii) design flows greater than 560 aRg less than or equal to 2,000
gpd: $870.00 per application;

(iii) design flows greater than 2,000 d¥d less than or equal to
6,500 gpd: $3,000.00 per application;

(iv) design flows greater than 6,500 and [&s than or equal to
10,000 gpd: $7,500.00 per application; or

(v) design flows greater than 10,000 gpd: I3,500.00 per
application.

(B) Minor amendments: $150.00.
(C) Minor projects: $270.00.

As used in this subdivision (j)(4)(C), “minor project” means a PRpject
that meets the following: there is an increase in design flow buMgno
construction is required; there is no increase in design flow but construction¥

vEz ct, Zav. S waav POoOTr 4% 77 oy o vagae. 4% a4
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eXluding applications that contain designs that require technical review.

(D) Notwithstanding the other provisions of this subdivision (4),
when 8project is located in a Vermont neighborhood, as designated under 24
V.S.A. cMgpter 764, the fee shall be #o not more than $50.00 in situations in
which theMgpplication has received an allocation for sewer capacity from an
approved mMgicipal system. This limitation shall not apply in the case of fees
charged as pa® of a duly delegated municipal program.

(E) OrM§gnal applications or major amendments for coverage under a

potable water supMy or wastewater system connection general permit issued
under 10 V.S.A. SX73(k)(1), the following fee according to the highest
proposed design flow Mwastewater or water for the connection.

(i) design flogs below 2,000 gpd: $250.00 per application;

(ii) design flowlof between 2,000 gpd and 6,500 gpd: $2,500.00
per application;

(iii) _design flows¥ereater than 6,500 gpd:  $5,000.00 per
application;

& 3k

Sec. 6. IMPLEMENTATION; REPEAL QF EXEMPTIONS IN RULE

(a) On or before December 1, 2027, ®&e Secretary of Natural Resources
shall publish the general permit and mMgual required under 10 V.S.A.
§ 1973(k)(1) for potable water supply or wasteWater system connections.

(b) Beginning on January 1, 2028, the SecretaW of Natural Resources shall
begin to accept certifications of the connections of Wtable water supplies and
wastewater _systems _under the general permit Wequired by 10 V.S.A.

Q 1973(k)(1).

(c)(1) The following provisions of the Departme of Environmental
Conservation’s Wastewater System and Potable Water SupWy Rules shall be
repealed on January 1, 2028:

(A) Subdivisions 1-304(15) and (16) (modification of Msign flows of
a wastewater system _or potable water supply serving an existing®uilding or

structure),

(B) Subdivision 1-603(b)(2) (related to full delegation of peMyitting
to municipalities); and

(C) Subdivisions 1-603(b)(8), (9), and (10) (related to recordkeepMg
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Conservaltmggllastewater System and Potable Water Supply Rules related to
full delegation to miiteeglities of permitting potable water and wastewater
system connections are no longormmglicable or enforceable due to the repeal
of statutory authority for full delegation.

Sec. 7. EFFECTIVE DATE

1 Ct Ct O ey 1, UZU.

Sec. 1. 10 V.S.A. § 1971 is amended to read.:
§1971. PURPOSE

1t is the purpose of this chapter to:

(1) establish a comprehensive program to regulate the construction,
replacement, modification, and operation of potable water supplies and
wastewater systems in the State in order to protect human health and the
environment, including potable water supplies, surface water, and
groundwater;

O pé demonstrating-the-capacity—to-administer-the-chapter review
of potable water supply and wastewater system connections pursuant to
general permits adopted under this chapter.

Sec. 2. 10 V.S.A. § 1972 is amended to read.:
§1972. DEFINITIONS

Forthepurposes-of As used in this chapter:
% sk ok
(6)  “Potable water supply” means the source, treatment, and

conveyance equipment used to provide water used or intended to be used for
human consumption, including drinking, washing, bathing, the preparation of
food, or laundering. This definition includes a service connection to a public
water system of any size. This definition does not include any internal piping
or plumbing, except for mechanical systems, such as pump stations and
storage tanks or lavatories, that are located inside a building or structure and
that are integral to the operation of a potable water system. This definition
also does not include a potable water supply that is subject to regulation under
chapter 56 of this title.
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(10) “Wastewater system” means any piping, pumping, treatment, or
disposal system used for the conveyance and treatment of sanitary waste or
used water, including carriage water, shower and wash water, and process
wastewater. This definition does not include any internal piping or plumbing,
except for mechanical systems, such as pump stations and storage tanks or
toilets, that are located inside a building or structure and that are integral to
the operation of a wastewater system. This definition also does not include
wastewater systems that are used exclusively for the treatment and disposal of
animal manure. In this chapter, “wastewater system” refers to a soil-based
disposal system of less than 6,500 gallons per day, or a sewerage sanitary
sewer collection system connection of any size.

Sec. 3. 10 V.S.A. § 1973 is amended to read.:
§1973. PERMITS

(a) Except as provided in this section and sections 1974 and 1978 of this
title, a person shall obtain a permit from the Secretary before:
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(7) making a new or modified connection to a new or existing potable
water supply or wastewater system, or
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(W The Secretary shall give deference to a certification by a licensed
designer with respect to the engineering design or judgment exercised by the
designer in order to minimize Agency review of certified designs. Nothing in
this section shall limit the responsibility of the licensed designer to comply
with all standards and rules, or the authority of the Secretary to review and
comment on design aspects of an application or to enforce Agency rules with
respect to the design or the design certification.
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(k)(1) The Secretary shall adopt a general permit for both potable water

supply and wastewater system connections that require a permit under this
chapter. _Under the general permit, the Secretary may give deference to
applications for connections certified by a licensed designer. The Secretary
shall publish a manual providing guidance to licensed designers implementing
the general permit for potable water supply or wastewater system connections.
The manual shall include guidance for determining or defining the capacity of
a public water system or pollution abatement facility for purposes of approving
a potable water supply or wastewater system connection.

(2) The Secretary may adopt a general permit under this chapter for the
subdivision of land when no building, structure, or campground exists on or is
proposed for the property at the time of subdivision.

(3) The Secretary mav adopt a general permit under this chapter for
boundary line adjustments for improved or unimproved lots.

(4) The Secretary may adopt a general permit for the permitting under
this chapter of potable water supply systems with a design flow of less than
1,000 gallons per day when there is no requirement for any variance,
hyvdrogeologic analysis, or yield testing of a potable water source.

(5) The Secretary may adopt a general permit for the permitting under
this chapter of wastewater systems that:

(A) have a design flow of less than 1,000 gallons per day,; and

(B) do not require a variance, a hydrogeologic analysis, or
innovative or alternative technologies unless such technologies are allowed by

the Secretary.
Sec. 4. 10 V.S.A. § 1976 is amended to read:

§ 1976. DELEGATION OF CONNECTION PERMITTING AUTHORITY

TO MUNICIPALITIES
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seetion—978—of—this—title The Secretary may delegate to a municipality
authority to conduct technical review of proposed projects that include both
municipal potable water supply and municipal wastewater system connections
that require a permit under this chapter, provided that the water main and
sanitary sewer collection line that the water service line and sanitary sewer
service line are connected to are owned and controlled by the delegated
municipality. A municipality that is delegated authority under this section
shall incorporate the requirements of the Secretary’s general permit for
potable water supply and wastewater system connections into a municipal
connection _approval, including deference to applications for connections
certified by a licensed designer.
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(2) If a municipality submits a request for delegation of authority under
this subsection, the Secretary shall delegate authority to the municipality to
implement and administer the provisions of this chapter governing municipal
potable water supply and wastewater system connections, provided that the

municipality:
(A) is qualified to perform the technical review as determined by the
Secretary;

(B) receives authorization from the municipal legislative body to
administer a program_for review of potable water supply and wastewater
System connections;

(C) meets any other requirement for the delegation program as
adopted by the Secretary in writing;

(D) shall only issue permits for water service lines and sanitary
sewer service lines when there is adequate capacity in the public water system,
wastewater treatment facility, or indirect discharge system,

(E) submits required documentation of the permitted project as
determined by the Secretary,; and

(F) complies with the requirements for connection and all
requirements of the Agency’s rules adopted under section 1978 of this title.
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(f) The Secretary may review municipal implementation of this section on a
random basis, or in response to a complaint, or on his-er-her the Secretary’s
own motion.  This review may include consideration of the municipal
implementation itself, as well as consideration of the practices, testing
procedures employed, systems designed, system designs approved, installation
procedures used, and any work associated with the performance of these tasks.

Sec. 4a. TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE REPORT ON
OVERSHADOWING OF PROPERTY BY POTABLE WATER
SUPPLIES AND WASTEWATER SYSTEMS

(a) On or before January 15, 2027, the Secretary of Natural Resources’
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) shall report to the House Committees on
Environment _and on Judiciary and the Senate Committees on Natural
Resources and Energy and on Judiciary regarding authority under State statute
and rules that allows the isolation distances for potable water supplies and
wastewater systems to extend onto neighboring property, a practice commonly
referred to as overshadowing. In preparing the report, the TAC shall:
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(1) summarize the scientific and technical basis and benefit to the
environment and public health from overshadowing,

(2) evaluate alternatives to overshadowing that could prevent or
significantly limit _overshadowing of property and recommend preferred
alternatives,

(3) present data on the frequency of overshadowing and on the different
alternatives or types of outcomes that occur when overshadowing exists;

(4) recommend additional steps the Agency of Natural Resources can
take to support the resolution of issues that may occur between neighbors when
overshadowing occurs; and

(5) provide any additional information that the TAC deems relevant to
address the issue of overshadowing from potable water supplies and
wastewater systems.

(b) Any recommendation by the TAC under subsection (a) of this section for
legislative action or rulemaking may be presented as draft legislation or draft
amendment to rules. The TAC may submit the report required under
subsection (a) of this section as part of the Committee’s annual report to the
General Assembly.

Sec. 5. 3V.S.A. § 2822 is amended to read:
$2822. BUDGET AND REPORT; POWERS
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(i) The Secretary shall not process an application for which the applicable
fee has not been paid unless the Secretary specifies that the fee may be paid at
a different time or unless the person applying for the permit is exempt from the
permit fee requirements pursuant to 32 V.S.A. § 710. Municipalities shall be
exempt from the payment of fees under this section except for those fees
prescribed in subdivisions (j)(1), (7), (8), (14), and (15) of this section for
which a municipality may recover its costs by charging a user fee to those who
use the permitted services. —Municipalities shall pay fees prescribed in
subdivisions (j)(2), (10), (11), (12), and (26) of this section, except that a
municipality shall also be exempt from those fees for stormwater systems
prescribed in subdivisions (j)(2)(4)(iii)(I), (1), or (IV) and (j)(2)(B)(iv)(I),
(11), or (V) of this section for which a municipality has assumed full legal
responsibility under 10 V.S.A. § 1264. Municipalities that conduct a technical
review or approval of a potable water supply or wastewater system connection
permitted under 10 V.S.A. § 1976 within the municipality may charge a fee for
the cost of municipal services, provided that the municipality shall pay an
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administrative processing fee of $100.00 for submission to the Secretary of
Natural Resources of documentation of the municipally permitted project.

(j) In accordance with subsection (i) of this section, the following fees are
established for permits, licenses, certifications, approvals, registrations,
orders, and other actions taken by the Agency of Natural Resources.
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(4) For potable water supply and wastewater permits issued under
10 V.S.A. chapter 64. Projects under this subdivision include: a wastewater
system, including a sewerage connection; and a potable water supply,
including a connection to a public water supply:

(A) Original applications, or major amendments for a project that is
not a potable water supply or wastewater system connection with the following
proposed design flows. In calculating the fee, the highest proposed design flow
whether wastewater or water shall be used.:

(i) design flows 560 gpd or less: $3306.25 per application;

(ii) design flows greater than 560 and less than or equal to 2,000
gpd: $870.00 per application;

(iii) design flows greater than 2,000 and less than or equal to
6,500 gpd: $3,000.00 per application;

(iv) design flows greater than 6,500 and less than or equal to
10,000 gpd: $7,500.00 per application; or

(v) design flows greater than 10,000 gpd: $13,500.00 per
application.

(B) Minor amendments: $150.00.
(C) Minor projects: $270.00.

As used in this subdivision (j)(4)(C), “minor project” means a project
that meets the following: there is an increase in design flow but no
construction is required; there is no increase in design flow but construction is
required, excluding replacement potable water supplies and wastewater
systems, or there is no increase in design flow and no construction is required,
excluding applications that contain designs that require technical review.
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part-of-a-duty-delegated-municipal-program- [Repealed.]
(E) Original applications or major amendments for coverage under a

potable water supply and wastewater system connection general permit issued
under 10 V.S.A. §1973(k)(1), the following fee according to the highest
proposed design flow of wastewater or water for the connection.

(i) design flows below 2,000 gpd: $250.00 per application;

(ii) design flows of between 2,000 gpd and 6,500 gpd: $2,500.00
per application; or

(iii) __design flows greater than 6,500 gpd: $5,000.00 per
application.
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Sec. 6. IMPLEMENTATION; REPEAL OF EXEMPTIONS IN RULE

(a) On or before December 1, 2027, the Secretary of Natural Resources
shall publish the general permit and manual required under 10 V.S.A.
§ 1973(k)(1) for potable water supply or wastewater system connections.

(b) Beginning on January 1, 2028, the Secretary of Natural Resources shall
begin to accept certifications of the connections of potable water supplies and
wastewater _systems _under the general permit required by 10 V.S.A.

Q 1973(k)(1).

(c)(1) The following provisions of the Department of Environmental
Conservation’s Wastewater System and Potable Water Supply Rules shall be
repealed on January 1, 2028:

(A) subdivisions 1-304(15) and (16) (modification of design flows of
a wastewater system _or potable water supply serving an existing building or

structure);
(B) subdivision 1-603(2) (related to full delegation of permitting to
municipalities); and

(C) subdivisions 1-603(8), (9), and (10) (related to recordkeeping by
fully delegated municipalities).

(2)  References in chapter 6 of the Department of Environmental
Conservation’s Wastewater System and Potable Water Supply Rules related to
full delegation to municipalities of permitting potable water and wastewater
system connections are no longer applicable or enforceable due to the repeal
of statutory authority for full delegation.
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Sec. 7. 10 V.S.A. § 1263 is amended to read:
§ 1263. DISCHARGE PERMITS

(a) Any person who intends to discharge waste into the waters of the State
or who intends to discharge into an injection well or who intends to discharge
into any publicly owned treatment works any waste that interferes with, passes
through without treatment, or is otherwise incompatible with that works or
would have a substantial adverse effect on that works or on water quality, or is
required to apply for a CAFO permit, shall make application to the Secretary
for a discharge permit. Application shall be made on a form prescribed by the
Secretary. An applicant shall pay an application fee in accordance with
3V.SA. §2822.
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(k)(1) The Secretary may enter into an agreement with the owner of a
POTW to delegate to the owner of the POTW authority under this title to
regulate pretreatment discharges to the POTW. _An agreement entered into by
the Secretary under this subsection shall authorize the owner of the POTW to
regulate and enforce pretreatment discharges to the POTW consistent with the
authority set forth in 40 C.FER. Part 40, including the establishment of
applicable civil, criminal, or administrative penalties for the violation of
pretreatment standards or requirements. The owner of a POTW that the
Secretary enters into an agreement with under this subsection may, as part of
the agreement, set application fees and other fees necessary for the regulation
of a pretreatment discharge to the POTW. The Environmental Division shall
have the same jurisdiction to review the actions of the owner of the POTW
delegated pretreatment authority by an agreement under this subsection and to
hear appeals as the Environmental Division’s jurisdiction over the Secretary’s
actions. The jurisdiction of the Environmental Division shall be construed
broadly with respect to review of the actions of an owner of a POTW delegated
pretreatment authority under this subsection.

(2) As used in this subsection:

(A) “Pretreatment’’ means the reduction of the amount of pollutants,
the elimination of pollutants, or the alteration of the nature of pollutant
properties in _wastewater prior to or_in lieu of discharging or otherwise
introducing pollutants into a POTW. Pretreatment includes those processes or
technologies authorized under 40 C.F.R. § 403.3(s).

(B) “Pretreatment discharge” means the introduction of pollutants
into a POTW from any nondomestic source regulated under 33 U.S.C.
§ 1317(b), (c), or (d).
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(C)  “Publicly owned treatment works” or “POTW” has the same
meaning as in 40 C.FR. § 403.3(q).

Sec. 8. CONTINGENT EFFECTIVE DATE

Sec. 7 (municipal pretreatment authority) shall take effect upon the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency notifying the Secretary of Natural Resources
that the Agency of Natural Resources is authorized to enter into an agreement
with a municipality to administer a pretreatment program under the
Modification _to  National Pollutant Discharge Elimination  System
Memorandum of Agreement Between the State of Vermont and the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, Region I, March 16, 1982, or other
agreement between the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the Agency
of Natural Resources. The Secretary of Natural Resources shall notify the
Clerk of the House of Representatives and the Secretary of the Senate when the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency authorizes municipal administration of
a pretreatment program.

Sec. 9. EFFECTIVE DATES

This act shall take effect on passage, except that 3 V.S.A. § 2822(j)(4)(D) in
Sec. 5 (repeal of fee cap for potable water supply and wastewater system
permits located in designated areas) shall take effect July 1, 2026.




