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This act summary is provided for the convenience of the public and members of the General Assembly.  It 

is intended to provide a general summary of the act and may not be exhaustive.  It has been prepared by the 

staff of the Office of Legislative Counsel without input from members of the General Assembly.  It is not 

intended to aid in the interpretation of legislation or to serve as a source of legislative intent. 

 

Act No. 87 (H.849).  An act relating to a civil action for damages for deprivation of federal 

constitutional rights by any government official 

Subjects:  Court procedure; civil action for damages; constitutional rights 

The act creates a state cause of action authorizing any resident of Vermont or person 

injured in Vermont to bring a civil suit for money damages and injunctive relief against 

any person who acts under color of any state, federal, or local statute, ordinance, 

regulation, custom, or usage and who deprives the resident or person in the jurisdiction of 

Vermont of any rights, privileges, or immunities secured by the U.S. Constitution. 

Effective Date:  July 1, 2026 


