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Legislative

State Legislative Oversight

Executive

Judicial
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“Eternal vigilance is the 
price of liberty…Only by 

continued oversight can the 
democrat in office be prevented 
from hardening into a despot; only 
by unintermitted agitation can a 
people be sufficiently awake to 
principle not to let liberty be 
smothered in material prosperity.”
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Is policy:

• Following legislative intent

• Effective in achieving 
statutory goals

• Enabling good stewardship 
of taxpayer dollars

• In need of modification or 
elimination

State Legislative Oversight 
Tools
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Committees
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State Legislative Oversight Tools

Studies & Analysis Rules Review Sunset & Sunrise Evaluation & Audit
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Policy Committees Special and InterimFiscal Committees

Legislative Committees
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Legislative 
Performance Audit
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Studies and Analysis

California Senate Office of 
Research

Georgia Senate Research
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Minnesota House Research



N A T I O N A L  C O N F E R E N C E  O F  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E S

• Veto of regulations 
requires approval 
by the Governor or 
legislative veto to 
override

• State agency rules 
may be adopted or 
rejected via joint 
resolution

• Committee may 
veto without 
consideration of 
the General 
Assembly

Joint Administrative 
Rules Committee

Administrative Rules Review

Germane Joint 
Subcommittees

Joint Committee on 
Administrative Rules
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The three most common 
sunrise criteria involve 
harm, competency, and 
protection. For example:

• Does the unregulated 
practice harm the public?

• Is the harm due to 
incompetent practice?

• Is the public unprotected?
Sunrise Committees
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Sunset Committees

• First office created in Colorado 
in the 1970’s.

• 44 states used some form of the 
process over time.

• Automatic termination of a 
board, commission, agency or 
other entity unless legislative 
action is taken to reinstate it. 

• Tangible mechanism to 
strengthen oversight at a time 
when legislatures had little to no 
resources to assess laws after 
they passed.
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Sunset Reviews
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Audits
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Program and Performance Evaluation

• Most attached to office of state auditor or part of 
legislature.

• Legislatively appointed in 34 states.

• Most report to a joint, bipartisan legislative committee.
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Legislative 
Performance Audit
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Legislative 
Performance Audit
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Additional NCSL Web Resources

Separation of Powers: Legislative Oversight

https://www.ncsl.org/about-state-legislatures/separation-of-powers-
legislative-oversight

Legislative Oversight of Emergency Executive Powers

https://www.ncsl.org/about-state-legislatures/legislative-oversight-of-
emergency-executive-powers
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Questions?

William.Clark@ncsl.org

NCSL, Center for Legislative Strengthening

mailto:William.Clark@ncsl.org

