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The Summer Government 
Accountability Committee 

(1) ways to ensure that the 
Legislative Branch is 
accountable to the people of 
Vermont by creating new 
processes and metrics by 
which to measure 
accountability 

Vermont Act No. 53
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Committees
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State Legislative Oversight Tools

Studies & Analysis Rules Review Sunset & Sunrise Evaluation & Audit
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Vermont Act No. 53

(2) ways to ensure equity in pay across commissions, boards, and joint legislative 
committees based on the nature of the service and required skill level;

(3) ways to ensure equitable participation on boards and commissions and in any 
public engagement process mandated by the State or General Assembly by providing 
appropriate compensation and material support; and

(4) codifying mechanisms for controlling and restraining the increasing number of 
commissions, boards, and joint legislative committees.
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Cal. Labor Code § 
1197.5

VT Stat. Tit. 21 Sec. 
495 et seq.

820 Ill. Comp. Stat. 
110/1, et. seq.

California Equal Pay 
Act

Pay Equity Laws

Vermont Fair 
Employment 
Practices Act

Illinois Equal Wage 
Act
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Reports PracticesAnalysis

Board Compensation
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Board and Commission Compensation Statutes

Maine: 
https://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/
5/title5sec12004-A.html

Michigan: 
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(pj0yqgjbjoj2h
nffmxtbb4bx))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&obje
ctName=mcl-380-621

Washington:
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=4
3.03&full=true#43.03.050
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Compensation 
Reports

Illinois

https://www.ilga.gov/commission/lru/Salaries.pdf
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Board and Commission Reports

Kentucky (2012): 
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/lrc/publications/Resea
rchReports/RR394.pdf

Nebraska (2020):
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/pdf/reports/research
/boards2020.pdf

Oregon (2020):
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/lpro/Publications
/Issue%20Brief%20-
%20Compensation%20for%20Board-
Commission%20Members.pdf
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Annual Compensation Analysis

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_3etw0XgMxh5xQnFVZbv5loINHcmP-_Q/view?pli=1

• Measure and compare total 
compensation offered to the State’s 
classified employees

• Conducted to ensure compensation is 
competitive

• Findings used to develop 
recommendations for adjustments to 
salary and other benefits

Compensation 
Analysis
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Compensation Commissions

Independent Commission on 
Compensation for Elected Officials

Missouri Citizens’ Commission on 
Compensation for Elected Officials
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Washington Citizens’ Commission 
on Salaries for Elected Officials

https://salaries.wa.gov/about-us/how-and-
why-commission-was-created https://boards.mo.gov/userpages/Board.aspx?33

https://www.mesaaz.gov/government/advisory-
boards-committees/independent-commission-
on-compensation-for-elected-officials
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https://www.cga.ct.gov/2020/rpt/pdf/2020-R-0053.pdf
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The three most common 
sunrise criteria involve 
harm, competency, and 
protection. For example:

• Does the unregulated 
practice harm the public?

• Is the harm due to 
incompetent practice?

• Is the public unprotected?
Sunrise Reviews

13



N A T I O N A L  C O N F E R E N C E  O F  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E S

Boards and 
Commissions 
Review Committee

Iowa

https://dom.iowa.gov/boards-commissions-review-committee

https://dom.iowa.gov/resource/boards-commissions-review-committee-
recommendations/final-report-findings-recommendations
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Board and Commission Audits
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https://www.mass.gov/info-details/some-state-boards-and-commissions-had-vacancies-
that-the-office-of-the-governor-did-not-fill-immediately-when-members-terms-ended https://malegislature.gov/Committees/Detail/S48/188/Documents
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Joint Committees
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