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GREEN STROBE EFFECTIVENESS/ CONCLUSIONS
• 2012:  “To make the vehicles easier to see, MDOT began using flashing green lights in 2016 in conjunction 

with traditional amber warning lights.…researchers found that a combination of amber lights in a quad 
flashing pattern (four times per second) and single flashing green lights on the back or top of the vehicle 
was the most effective warning configuration. The finding confirmed the effectiveness of MDOT's original 
warning light configuration, which officials say turned out to be nearly identical to the researchers' 
recommendations.”

• 2019 - The MTA plans on equipping 17 snowfighters with green flashing lights and retrofitting others in the future. 
MaineDOT has two trucks right now with the lights and will add more to plows on I-295. Brian Burne, the Highway 
Maintenance Engineer at the MaineDOT, says they plan on modifying 40 trucks in all.

“Other states have done some testing with this and they’ve found green shows up better than amber does under 
certain conditions," said Burne. “When [amber] lights get overused they lose their effect of getting people to slow down 
and be cautious about what's going in that area.”

Green is the new orange for Maine plows during weather | 

newscentermaine.com

Green lights on Montana snow plows means slow down | 

Watch (msn.com)

https://www.newscentermaine.com/amp/article/news/local/as-seen-on-tv/green-is-the-new-orange-for-maine-plows/97-5b0a91c2-244e-4856-9494-ea93e973f7dc
https://www.msn.com/en-us/video/peopleandplaces/green-lights-on-montana-snow-plows-means-slow-down/vi-AA15eECR

