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No FDA requirement for safety testing

No FDA approval process for cosmetics

States are in the lead 

No oversight for an $84 billion industry.



The EU bans nearly 2,500 chemicals in cosmetics

Canada bans over 500, and restricts many more

The FDA only bans 11.



PFAS

Formaldehyde

Styrene

Parabens

Triclosan

Toluene
Phthalates

Banned by EU or
CAN?

Action taken
in VT?

Banned by
retailers?

EWG Score 10 810
Up to 
10

Up to 
10 10

Up to 
10



Forever chemicals
recently banned in VT in
some consumer products

Unlabeled PFAS found in roughly
half of foundations, lip products,
and mascara

S.20



Fragrance chemicals
are toxic, with no

disclosure requirement

Phthalates are highly toxic
to reproductive systems



Highly toxic, and often
unintentionally added

Found in sunscreen,
foundation, nail polish,
lipstick, whitening
toothpaste and more



Found in 26 out of 30
body lotions tested
Found in nail polish,
body wash, hair
products, makeup
Known carcinogen



Many major retailers ban or restrict these chemicals
in products, while others continue to sell them

CA and MD enacted laws banning 24 chemicals in
cosmetics





Vermonters of color are exposed to these toxins more
frequently.

Toxic products like hair dyes,
relaxers/straighteners and skin
lighteners are heavily marketed
towards femme/women POC

Formaldehyde in hair straightening products linked to higher
cancer rates in Black women.



Thank You!
Questions?
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