Presentation to the Legislature

Hello, my name is Eleanor Johnson. | am from Barre, VT. | am currently attending the second
year of the Emergency Services Program at the Central Vermont Career Center. During the first
year of the program, | discovered my passion for EMS. | was able to make connections with
local EMS services during ride time that | did through the program. | am now working with the
two services | completed my ride time with in my first year, Barre Town EMS and Waterbury
Ambulance Service. In my second year, | am working towards my paramedic license, something
most people have to wait much longer to accomplish. EMS means a lot to me,’and CVCC has
provided me with the opportunity to get a headstart in the field. This program has given me
invaluable experience to be able to advance my career in EMS at an early age.

| chose to attend CVCC for many reasons. Most of all, | was struggling in a traditional high
school setting, and | knew | needed to change something to be able to succeed. The summer
before | chose to attend CVCC, | attended a wilderness first aid course that sparked my interest
in EMS. With that in mind, | made the decision to apply for the Emergency Services program. |
am beyond grateful for that choice, as it has truly changed my life for the better.
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Hello, my name is Rue Souligny. | live in Roxbury VT. | am in the second year Emergency
Services program at the Central Vermont Career Center. | started at CVCC last year in our
Emergency Services One class and absolutely fell in love with both the class and the
community at CVCC. | finished the EMS One program with the knowledge and education at the
EMT level, but because of Vermont's laws around EMS, | am required to work as a Emergency
Medical Responder, EMR, which is a lower level then both my education and my qualifications
until | turn eighteen. In ENIS Two we are training to become paramedics and are taking our
knowledge in the field much farther. Along with having the opportunity to become a paramedic
we also will graduate from the program, and high school, with 38 college credits.

| made the decision as a sophomore to leave my high school to attend the career center for
many reasons, but the big deciding factor was the community and collaboration that takes place
at the center. All of our programs work together in different ways to support and help each
other’s learning. Another reason | decided to come to CVCC is to pursue my childhood dreams
of joining the healthcare system so | can give back to my community. | am currently working at
Northfield Ambulance Station as an EMR. My future plan is to work as a flight paramedic.
Because of the Central Vermont Career Center my dreams are coming true and | will be
graduating from high school with the qualifications to be successful in a job | love and plan to
pursue.

Thank you for your time.
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Hi, my name is Mackenzie. | live in Berlin. | am in the second year of the Emergency Services
program at the Central Vermont Career Center. | have always struggled as a student in a typical
classroom setting because there wasn’t enough movement for me and it didn’t always match my
learning style. My school counselor suggested the CVCC EMS program because of my interest
in medicine. Last year in the Emergency Services One program | was able to meet new people,
expand my knowledge on topics | was passionate about, and start working as an EMR at 16
years old. This gave me a whole new sense of purpose and led me to the Emergency Services
Two program which is allowing me to follow my passion and help others in the community.

Coming to CVCC was the best decision | ever made for my education and future. CTE learning
is so beneficial to students like me who struggle sitting in the classroom all day because | get
the chance to do hands-on learning and work in my field during school. | am always supported
and have learned tremendous amounts about, not only the EMS field, but also about myself.

| have had the tremendous opportunity to work for the Waterbury Ambulance Service. Since |
have been there, I've worked with some of the most dedicated people. | have watched them
provide high quality care to our patients. | plan to work in the EMS field as my life long career.
My plan is to finish the paramedic program, continue working and gain experience as a field
provider so | can help as many people as possible while expanding my knowledge and skill
performance.


















