
THE LAND WE CALL 

“VERMONT” IS 

UNCEDED 

INDIGENOUS 

TERRITORY



Redlining was key to 

enforcing & codifying 

segregation in the U.S.



3



4





6



Our values shape 

our policies.



MESSAGING: LAND USE



LAND USE POLICY CYCLE

LAND POLICY

REGULATION

NEIGHBORHOOD AMENITIES

BENEFITS & BURDENS



LAND OWNERSHIP & CIVIC PARTICIPATION

Higher homeownership rates correlate with greater civic engagement in 

local governance (when homeownership is sustained).

DISPARATE IMPACT ON COMMUNITY HEALTH

Land ownership confers power to communities who use that power to 

influence the siting and distribution of health-promoting amenities or 

burdens.

LAND USE POLICY CYCLE



FOOD JUSTICE

Food
Deserts

Areas with 

few/no healthy 

food options. 

Food
Swamps

Areas with 4+ 

unhealthy food 

options for every 

healthy food 

option

CAUSAL RELATIONSHIP

Presence of food deserts & swamps tracks 

closely with prevalence of obesity, 

diabetes, heart disease.

FOOD INJUSTICE HURTS ALL SECTORS

- Poor nutri on → nega ve health impacts

- Nega ve health impacts → higher health costs & 

lower productivity. 

COST OF DIAGNOSED DIABETES

Nationally, the cost of diagnosed diabetes has risen 26% 

over 5 years, totaling $327B in 2017. 

COSTS OF OBESITY

Obesity-related job absenteeism costs businesses $4.3B annually & 

drives health care costs of over $200B per year.



EXAMPLE 2: LABOR & AGRICULTURE

THE NEW DEAL…
Under the National Labor Relations Act of 1935, American 

workers gained the right to organize and bargain collectively. 

Later, they established the 40-hour work week, the minimum 

wage, and overtime protections.

…WAS NOT FOR ALL

Purposely excluded domestic and agricultural workers, as a race-

neutral proxy for excluding black Americans from statutory 

benefits and protections made available to most white Americans.



EXAMPLE 2.5: LATINOS & CLIMATE
LATINOS IN THE U.S. 
• 55% of Latino-Americans live in 3 states 

experiencing serious climate change effects
• historic drought in CA
• record-breaking heat in TX
• increased sea level rise/flooding in FL

• More likely to work in industries deeply affected 
by climate change such as agriculture, 
manufacturing, and construction.

• While 80% of farmworkers in the U.S. are Latino, 
16.8% of all Latinos are natural resource laborers 
(agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting), 
compared to 10.3% of non-Hispanic white 
people.

HEALTH IMPACT
• Nearly 1 in 2 Latinos in the U.S. live in counties 

that frequently violate standards for ground-
level ozone, a key component of smog that 
exacerbates asthma and other respiratory 
illnesses

• 165% more likely to live in counties with 
unhealthy levels of particulate matter pollution

• 51% more likely to live in counties with 
unhealthy levels of ozone than are non-Hispanic 
white people. 



(SPEAKING OF CLIMATE)



There are other 

ways to zone, too.



GOOD JOB, VERMONT!

16









“HOW A COASTLINE 100 MILLION YEARS AGO 

INFLUENCES MODERN ELECTION RESULTS IN ALABAMA”

Source: Starkey Comics


