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ü We are rooted in communities and cover all 
geographic regions of Vermont.

ü We work at the grassroots level and act as liaisons 
between government and local stakeholders. 

ü We help landowners make management and 
conservation decisions that improve the 
landscape for people and the planet.

ü We connect people, organizations and resources 
to steward our land and water resources for the 
future.

Vermont’s Natural Resources Conservation 
Districts are trusted and effective members 

of the agricultural & conservation 
community.
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Created by the Vermont Soil Conservation Act of 1939, 
Vermont¶s Natural Resources Conservation Districts operate in 

recognition that ³the lands, water, forests, and wildlife of the State 
of Vermont are among the basic assets of the state, and that the 

preservation of these lands, water, forests, and wildlife by 
conservation, development, and use is necessary to protect and 

promote the health, safety, and general welfare of its people.´

Title 10: Conservation And Development
Chapter 31: Soil Conservation Act



Vermont’s Natural Resources 
Conservation Districts are 

organized to lead local efforts 
to protect soil health, water 

quality, and other natural 
resources.

LANDOWNERS, FARMERS, 
MUNICIPALITIES, PUBLIC

STATE NATURAL RESOURCES 
CONSERVATION COUNCIL (NRCC)

6 Supervisory Union Representatives
Representative from VT ANR

Representative from VT VAAFM
Representative from UVM Extension

NRCS State Conservationist (nonvoting)
THE VERMONT 

ASSOCIATION OF 
CONSERVATION 

DISTRICTS 
(VACD)

USDA NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

CONSERVATION 
SERVICE
(NRCS)

VERMONT AGENCY OF AGRICULTURE, 
FOOD, AND MARKETS (VAFFM)

THE STATE OF VERMONT
Governor & Legislature

VERMONT’S 14 NATURAL 
RESOURCES CONSERVATION 

DISTRICTS (NRCDs)

District Boards à District Staff



Vermont’s 14 Natural Resources Conservation Districts request a base 
appropriation of $3,000,000 starting in FY24 to cover ongoing 

operational costs necessary to meet statutory obligations.



Last year, the Legislature appropriated an additional $250,000 to the state 
Natural Resources Conservation Council for a total base appropriation of 

$362,000. This enabled us to increase the core funding for each District to 
$20,000 per year.



• Salary & Benefits for 14 District Managers

• Recruitment, training and retention of Vermont’s agricultural 
and conservation specialists workforce

• Per Diems and Reimbursements for Board and Supervisor 
Participation

• Outreach & Community Assessments for New State Programs 
and Policies (i.e. Payment for Ecosystem Services)

• Technology Needs & Software Upgrades

• Increased Administrative and Grant Management Capacity at 
NRCC

Increasing NRCC’s base budget to $3,000,000 
would support the administrative and operational 

costs of Vermont’s 14 Natural Resources 
Conservation Districts.



Conservation Districts also received $248,000 in one-time funding in 
the FY23 state budget for needed equipment and facility upgrades.



AGRICULTURE
NATURAL RESOURCES 

CONSERVATION & RESTORATION

STORMWATER REMEDIATIONEDUCATION & OUTREACH

CONSERVATION DISTRICT PROGRAM AREAS



Assessment & 
Monitoring

Education & 
Outreach

Planning & 
Technical 

Assistance

Project Design, 
Coordination & 
Implementation

Representing the 
Local Perspective 

in Policy & 
Programs LANDOWNERS, 

FARMERS, 
TOWNS & 

PARTNERS

WATER 
QUALITY

SOIL 
HEALTH

CLIMATE
RESILIENCE

ECONOMIC 
VIABILITY

PROGRAM METHODOLOGIES & OUTCOMES



THANK YOU! QUESTIONS?

JILL ARACE, VACD EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
jill.arace@vacd.org 802-496-5162


