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Access to Vermont’s healthy lands and clean waters 
are crucial to the health and wellbeing of Vermonters 
and to the State’s $1.5 billion outdoor recreation 
economy. Vermont needs to allocate resources to 
expand shoreline and water access for all. Expanding 
access and outdoor education opportunities will 
foster greater experiences with and stewardship of 
the State’s natural resources. The CAC particularly 
recommends strategies to improve access in the 
South Lake and for marginalized and historically 
disenfranchised communities. Continued 
investments in outdoor recreation businesses will 
bolster public access opportunities and Vermont’s 
recreation economy.

State leadership is needed to encourage Vermont 
agriculture to be sustainable-- with an emphasis 
on signi� cant reductions of nonpoint source water 
pollution. Vermont must accelerate its diversi�cation 
of value-added agricul tural products to protect 
its farmers, farm economy, and environment. The 
Legislature must support farms t hrough investments 
in specialized equipment, full funding of programs 

infrastructure for local distribution of agricultural 
products , and resources to small farms that enable 

and educational support is needed to help farmers 
leverage available funding opportunities. To support 
farmers and protect water quality, Vermont needs to 
ensure the enforcement of required agricul tural 
practi ces and clean water  laws is consistent and 

 The State must revisit th e 2017 Memorandum 
of Understanding between the Agency of Natural 
Resources and the Agency of Agriculture Farm and 
Markets to update expectations, clarify responsibilities, 
improve communication and establish accountability 
metrics between agencies to restore the agricultural 
community’s and the public’s trust. 
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Chemical contaminants in the environment pose health 
risks to the public. Eliminating toxic contamination 
is essential to protect health and avoid long-term 
environmental damage. Vermont must continue to
monitor, assess and mit igate th e risk of chemical 
contamin ation in our surface and groundwater 
especially pes ticides and chlorides .

DEVELOP SOLUTIONS FOR CONTAMINANTS POLLUTION
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INVEST IN AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES 
SPREAD PREVENTION
Aquatic invasive species (AIS) are a signi�cant threat 
to Lake Champlain and the state’s waterways. AIS 
have the potential to compromise aquatic ecosystem 
integrity and cause billions of dollars in damage to 
recreation, water quality, infrastructure, and property 
values. To mitigate and prevent further AIS damage, 

funding for its AIS programs. The State should consider:
a new fundin g source involving a mandatory boat 
decal for motorized and non-motorized craft; a 
mandatory water craf t inspection  and certi�cation 
program; a high-pro�le  inspection  station; and a live 
bait ban similar to Quebec.

    In the seven-day period following the storm: 
• more than 200 billion gallons of water was

delivered to Lake Champlain
• the amount of phosphorus delivered to Lake

Champlain was likely more than half of the
combined annual Total Maximum Daily L oads
(TMDLs) for phosphorus

• 33 municipal wastewater systemswere impacted,
including devastation of Johnson and Hardwick’s
facilities, and 18 community water systems were
on boil water or do not drink notice
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