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Instructions• 

In accordance with Title 3 Chapter 25 of the Vermont Statutes Annotated and the 
"Rule on Rulemaking" adopted by the Office of the Secretary of State, this filing will 
be considered complete upon filing and acceptance of these forms with the Office of 
the Secretary of State, and the Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules. 

All forms shall be submitted at the Office of the Secretary of State, no later than 3:30 
pm on the last scheduled day of the work week. 

The data provided in text areas of these forms will be used to generate a notice of 
rulemaking in the portal of "Proposed Rule Postings" online, and the newspapers of 
record if the rule is marked for publication. Publication of notices will be charged 
back to the promulgating agency. 

PLEASE REMOVE ANY COVERSHEET OR FORM NOT 
REQUIRED WITH THE CURRENT FILING BEFORE DELIVERY! 

Certification Statement: As the adopting Authority of this rule (see 3 V.S.A. § 801 
(b) (11) for a definition), I approve the contents of this filing entitled: 

Rule 5.400 PETITIONS TO CONSTRUCT ELECTRIC AND GAS 

FACILITIES PURSUANT TO 30 V.S.A. ~ 248 

/ s / Anthony Z . Roi sman , on 11/1/2023 
(signature) (date) 

Printed Name and Title: 
Anthony Z. Roisman 
Chair, Vermont Public Utility Commission 

RECEIVED BY: 

❑ Coversheet 

❑ Adopting Page 

❑ Economic Impact Analysis 

❑ Environmental Impact Analysis 

❑ Strategy for Maximizing Public Input 

❑ Scientific Information Statement (if applicable) 

❑ Incorporated by Reference Statement (if applicable) 

❑ Clean text of the rule (Amended text without annotation) 

❑ Annotated text (Clearly marking changes from previous rule) 

❑ ICAR Minutes 

❑ Copy of Comments 

❑ Responsiveness Summary 
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1. TITLE OF RULE FILING: 
Rule 5.400 PETITIONS TO CONSTRUCT ELECTRIC AND GAS 

FACILITIES PURSUANT TO 30 V.S.A. ~ 248 

2. PROPOSED NUMBER ASSIGNED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
23P 018 

3. ADOPTING AGENCY: 
Vermont Public Utility Commission 

4. PRIMARY CONTACT PERSON: 
~A PERSON WHO ISABLE TO ANSWER QUESTIONSABOUT THE CONTENT OF THE RULE. 

Name: John J. Cotter, Esq. 

Agency: Vermont Public Utility Commission 

Mailing Address: 112 State Street, 4th Floor, Montpelier, 
VT 05602 

Telephone: 802-461-6364 Fax:802-828-3352 

E-Mail: john . cotter@vermnont.gov 

Web URL (WHERE THE RULE WILL BE POSTED 

https://epuc.vermont.gov/?q=node/64/156798 

5. SECONDARY CONTACT PERSON: 
~A SPECIFIC PERSONFROM WHOM COPIES OF FILINGS MAYBE REQUESTED OR WHO MAY 

ANSYVER Q UESTIONS ABO UT FORMS SUBMITTED FOR FILING IF DIFFERENT FROM THE 

PRIMARY CONTACT PERSON. 

Name: Elizabeth Schilling, Esq. 

Agency: Vermont Public Utility Commission 

Mailing Address: 112 State Street, 4th Floor, Montpelier, 
VT 05602 

Telephone:802-828-1164 Fax:802-828-3352 

E-Mail: elizabeth.schilling@vermont.gov 

6. RECORDS EXEMPTION INCLUDED WITHIN RULE:
DOES THE RULE CONTAINANYPROVISIONDESIGNATING INFORMATIONAS CONFIDENTIAL; 

LIMITING ITS PUBLIC RELEASE; OR OTHERWISE, EXEMPTING IT FROMINSPECTIONAND 

COPYING?~ No 

IF YES, CITE THE STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THE EXEMPTION: 

PLEASE SUNIMARIZE THE REASON FOR THE EXEMPTION: 

7. LEGAL AUTHORITY / ENABLING LEGISLATION: 
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(THE SPECIFIC STATUTORY OR LEGAL CITATIONFROMSESSIONLAWINDICATING WHO THE 
ADOPTING ENTITY IS AND THUS WHO THE SIGNATORY SHOULD BE. THIS SHD ULD BE A 

SPECIFIC CITATIONNOTA CHAPTER CITATION). 

30 V.S.A. ~~ 2(c), 9, 11(a), and 248. 

8. EXPLANATION OF HOW THE RULE IS WITHIN THE AUTHORITY OF 
THE AGENCY: 
30 V.S.A. ~ 2(c) states that "[t]he Public Utility 
Commission, with respect to any matter within its 
jurisdiction, may issue orders on its own motion and 
may initiate rulemaking proceedings." Title 30 V.S.A. § 
11 (a) provides that "The forms, pleadings, and rules of 
practice and procedure before the Commission shall be 
prescribed by it. The Commission shall adopt rules . 
." 30 V.S.A. ~~ 248 (a) (2) (A) and (a) (3) prohibit the 
site preparation for or construction of an electric 
generation facility, energy storage facility, electric 
transmission facility, or natural gas facility in 
Vermont without the developer first obtaining a 
certificate of public good from the Commission. 
Section 248 places the review of applications for these 
projects within the Commission's jurisdiction and 
Sections 2 (c) and 11 (a) grant the Commission the 
authority to promulgate rules by which to conduct those 
reviews. 

9. THE FILING HAS CHANGED SINCE THE FILING OF THE PROPOSED 
RULE. 

10. THE AGENCY HAS INCLUDED WITH THIS FILING A LETTER 
EXPLAINING IN DETAIL WHAT CHANGES WERE MADE, CITING CHAPTER 
AND SECTION WHERE APPLICABLE. 

11. SUBSTANTIAL ARGUMENTS AND CONSIDERATIONS WERE RAISED 
FOR OR AGAINST THE ORIGINAL PROPOSAL. 

12. THE AGENCY HAS INCLUDED COPIES OF ALL WRITTEN 
SUBMISSIONS AND SYNOPSES OF ORAL CONIlVIENTS RECEIVED. 

13. THE AGENCY HAS INCLUDED A LETTER EXPLAINING 1N DETAIL 
THE REASONS FOR THE AGENCY' S DECISION TO REJECT OR ADOPT 
THEM. 

14. CONCISE SUIVIMARY (150 woxns ox LEss): 

The proposed amendments to Commission Rule 5.400 serve 
four primary purposes. First, the proposed amendments 
provide increased clarity on the information that must 
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be filed for a Section 248 petition to be considered 
complete. Second, they update the means by which 
parties can exchange and collect information in 
response to technology advances and our experience with 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Third, they provide clarity on 
the processes that must be followed when petitioners 
seek to amend projects that are under review, and 
projects that have been reviewed and approved. Fourth, 
the amendments simplify the process for certain persons 
and entities to intervene as parties in Section 248 
cases. 

15. EXPLANATION OF WHY THE RULE IS NECESSARY: 

Rule 5.400 establishes the requirements and procedures 
for filing petitions for proposed projects that require 
review and approval under 30 V.S.A. ~ 248. Although 
the Commission has made minor changes to Rule 5.400 in 
recent years, it has been several years since the 
Commission reviewed the rule in its entirety. 
Commission practices have changed significantly in 
those years. The biggest change has been our move to 
electronic filing and case management through ePUC. 
Also, consistent with Act 174 of 2016, the Commission 
constantly seeks to facilitate public participation in 
all of our proceedings. Lastly, the number of cases 
filed under Rule 5.400 has increased dramatically in 
recent years. The Commission proposes a number of 
amendments to respond to these changes, as well as 
changes to clarify the requirements of Rule 5.400 so 
that petitions are both complete and more consistent at 
the time they are filed. 

16. EXPLANATION OF HOW THE RULE IS NOT ARBITRARY: 

The proposed changes are based on changes in the manner 
in which the Commission conducts its statutory 
obligations under Section 248. They reflect the 
implementation of electronic filing, the increased use 
of technology by case participants, and the large 
percentage increase in Section 248 siting cases that 
have come before the Commission in recent years. To 
address that large increase in Section 248 cases the 
rule amendments provide increased clarity in filing 
requirements to ensure greater efficiency in the 
initial processing of petitions, take advantage of 
changes in how people communicate and exchange 
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information, and recognize that with an increase in 
Section 248 siting cases comes a concurrent increase in 
public interest in participating in those cases. 

17. LIST OF PEOPLE, ENTERPRISES AND GOVERNMENT ENTITIES 
AFFECTED BY THIS RULE: 

Any person or entity filing a petition for a 
certificate of public good for a project under 30 
V.S.A. ~ 248 and anyone participating or wanting to 
participate in the review of a proposed project. 
Examples include utility and non-utility petitioners, 
ratepayers, the Vermont Department of Public Service, 
the Vermont Agency of Natural resources, the Vermont 
Division for Historic Preservation, the Vermont Agency 
of Agriculture, Food & Markets, owners of land that 
abuts a proposed project, and businesses that may be 
effected by a proposed project. 

18. BRIEF Stim~IMARY OF ECONOMIC IMPACT (150 woxDs oxLEss): 

The amendments will require petitioners to expend 
additional resources in advance of filing a petition 
under Section 248 as a result of the expanded notice 
requirements, and in some cases the increased 
specificity regarding the content of Section 248 
petitions. However, any increase in costs in preparing 
the petition are expected to be offset, at least in 
part, by greater efficiency in the review process 
resulting from the reduction or elimination of the need 
for the Commission to direct petitioners to provide 
additional information after a petition is filed. A 
simplified intervention process may also result in 
additional parties in some cases, potentially 
increasing litigation costs. 

19. A HEARING WAS HELD. 

20. HEARING INFORMATION 
THE FIRST HEARING SHALL BE NO SOONER THAN 30 DAYS FOLLOWING THE POSTING OF 

NOTICES ONLINE. 

IF THIS FORM IS INSUFFICIENT TO LIST THE INFORMATION FOR EACH HEARING, PLEASE 

ATTACH A SEPARATE SHEET TO COMPLETE THE HEARING INFORMATION. 

Date: 8/8/2023 

Time: 0 6 : 3 0 PM 

Street Address: 
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Zip Code: 

URL for Virtual: https : //meet. goto. com/787536725 

OR call (877) 309-2073 and enter PIN# 787-536-725 

Date: 

Time: AM 

Street Address: 

Zip Code: 

URL for Virtual: 

Date: 

Date: 

Time: AM 

Street Address: 

Zip Code: 

URL for Virtual: 

21. DEADLINE FOR CONIlV~NT ~NO EARLIER THAN 7 DAYS FOLLOWING LAST HEARING: 

8/15/2023 

KEYWORDSPLEASE PROVIDE AT LEAST 3 KEYWORDS OR PHRASES TO AID IN THE 

SEARCHABILITY OF THE RULE NOTICE ONLINE. 

Rule 5.400 

30 V.S.A. § 248 

contents of petition 

substantial change 
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112 State Street 
4th Floor 

Montpelier, VT 05620-2701 
TEL: 802-828-235$ 

State of Vermont 
Public Utility Cornmissron 

November 1, 2023 

To Whom It May Concern, 

TTY/TDD (VT: 800-253-0191) 
FAX: 802-828-3351 

E-mail: pirc.cterk@vermont.gov 
Internet: k, tf,~t~~`.~, '~r~. ~'~ a.~r~Ux~ t.~;c~~r 

As explained in detail in the Responsiveness Summary that accompanies this filing, tl~e 
November 1, 2023, final proposed filing of Public Utility Commission Rule ("Commission"} 
5.400 contains the following change to the June 22, 2023, proposed f ling: 

Section 5.403(A)(14). The Commission has stricken the final sentence of this rule 
section. to eliminate the requirement that a copy of a signed interconnection agreement be 
included as part of a Section 248 petition. 

(14) Information. to document compliance with Commission Ruie 5.500 regarding 
interconnection procedures for electric generation facilities, Rule 5.800 regarding 
aesthetic mitigation, and Rule 5.900 regarding decommissioning. 

1~dditionally, the Commission amended its Brief Summary of Economic Impact (paragraph 
1$ of Final Proposed Filing — Coversheet) and its Economic Impact Analysis to expressly 
recognize that there will he increased costs associated with the provision of the 45-day advance 
notice and the notice of petition filing to additional persons and entities than what is required by 
the current rule and to explain in more detail why those casts will not be material. 

Sii~~~G•~I~=,_,_~ 
~' , 

'f{~ ~ tea. ., ~ ~„~" _.__~ .~ ~n -~~..,~.......~~.~,~ 
John J C~'~~it, i`, Esq. 
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viii: * ~`„•_ 

Instructions• 

This form must accompany each filing made during the rulemaking process: 

Note: To satisfy the requirement for an annotated text, an agency must submit the entire 
rule in annotated form with proposed and final proposed filings. Filing an annotated 
paragraph or page of a larger rule is not sufficient. Annotation must clearly show the 
changes to the rule. 

When possible, the agency shall file the annotated text, using the appropriate page or 
pages from the Code of Vermont Rules as a basis for the annotated version. New rules 
need not be accompanied by an annotated text. 

1. TITLE OF RULE FILING: 
Rule 5.400 PETITIONS TO CONSTRUCT ELECTRIC AND GAS 

FACILITIES PURSUANT TO 30 V.S.A. ~ 248 

2. ADOPTING AGENCY: 
Vermont Public Utility Commission 

3 . TYPE OF FILINGPLEASE CHOOSE THE TYPE OF FILING FROM THE DROPDOWN MENU 

BASED ON THE DEFINITIONS PROVIDED BELOW : 

• AMENDMENT - Any change to an already existing rule, 
even if it is a complete rewrite of the rule, it is considered 
an amendment if the rule is replaced with other text. 

• NEW RULE - A rule that did not previously exist even under 
a different name. 

• REPEAL - The removal of a rule in its entirety, without 
replacing it with other text. 

This filing is AN AMENDMENT OF AN EXISTING RULE 

4. LAST ADOPTEDPLEASE PROVIDE THE SOSLOG#, TITLE AND EFFECTIVE DATE OF 

THE LAST ADOPTION FOR THE EXISTING R ULE~ 

#17-049, 30-000-5400, REQUIREMENTS FOR PETITIONS TO 

CONSTRUCT ELECTRIC AND GAS FACILITIES, 9/1/17; December 

2017 [agency name change from Public Service Board; 

rule renumbered from 30 000 056] 
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State of Vermont [phone] 802-828-3322 Kristin L. Clouser, Secretary 
Agency of Administration 
io9 State Street 
Montpelier, VT 05609-o2oi 
www.aoa.vermont.gov 

INTERAGENCY COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATIVE RULES (ICAR) MINUTES 

Meeting Date/Location: June 12, 2023, virtually via Microsoft Teams 
Members Present: Chair Sean Brown, Brendan Atwood, Jennifer Mojo, Diane 

Sherman, Michael Obuchowski, Donna Russo-Savage, Nicole 
Dubuque and Jared Adler 

Members Absent: John Kessler 
Minutes By: Melissa Mazza-Paquette 

2:00 p.m. meeting called to order, welcome and introductions. 
• Review and approval of minutes from the May 8, 2023 meeting. 
• No additions/deletions to agenda. Agenda approved as drafted. 
• No public comments made. 
• Presentation of Proposed Rules on pages 2-7 to follow. 

1. Rule 5.400 5.400 Petitions to Construct Electric and Gas Facilities Pursuant to 30 V.S.A. 
§248, Public Utility Commission, page 2 

2. 5.100 Rule Pertaining to Construction and Operation of Net-Metering Systems (the "Net-
Metering Rule"), Vermont Public Utility Commission, page 3 

3. Rule 5.500: Interconnection Procedures For Proposed Electric Generation Resources And 
Energy Storage Devices, Vermont Public Utility Commission, page 4 

4. Education Quality Standards (Rule Series 2000j, State Board of Education, page 5 
5. Vermont Use of Public Waters Rules, Agency of Natural Resources, page 6 
6. Medicaid Coverage of Exception Requests, Agency of Human Services, page 7 

• Committee discussion postpone to a future meeting date: 
o Potential resources available for proposed rules to be reviewed for copyediting prior to 

presenting to ICAR. 
o Use of terms 'regulation' and `promulgation': Administrative Procedure Act rules are 

adopted. Regulations are not promulgated. 
• Other business: Donna Russo-Savage resigned from ICAR effective with her retirement date of 

June 30, 2023. 
• Next scheduled meeting is July 10, 2023 at 2:00 p.m. 
• 3:54 p.m. meeting adjourned. 

~~yr~~4"~1~1~ 
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Proposed Rule: Rule 5.400 5.400 Petitions to Construct Electric and Gas Facilities Pursuant to 
30 V.S.A. §248, Public Utility Commission 

Presented By: John Cotter 

Motion made to accept the rule by Brendan Atwood, seconded by Nicole Dubuque, and passed 
unanimously with the following recommendations: 

1. Proposed Filing — Coversheet, #8: Begin with the the of the rule, a description of the 
general rule and that it lays out the process by which to petition to construct electric and 
gas facilities. 

_. ,_ ~~~. 
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E~onom~c Impact naiysis 
Instructions• 

In completing the economic impact analysis, an agency analyzes and evaluates the 
anticipated costs and benefits to be expected from adoption of the rule; estimates the 
costs and benefits for each category of people enterprises and government entities 
affected by the rule; compares alternatives to adopting the rule; and explains their 
analysis concluding that rulemaking is the most appropriate method of achieving the 
regulatory purpose. If no impacts are anticipated, please specify "No impact 
anticipated" in the field. 

Rules affecting or regulating schools or school districts must include cost implications 
to local school districts and taxpayers in the impact statement, a clear statement of 
associated costs, and consideration of alternatives to the rule to reduce or ameliorate 
costs to local school districts while still achieving the objectives of the rule (see 3 
V.S.A. § 832b for details). 

Rules affecting small businesses (excluding impacts incidental to the purchase anal 
payment of goods and services by the State or an agency thereof , must include ways 
that a business can reduce the cost or burden of compliance or an explanation of why 
the agency determines that such evaluation isn't appropriate, and an evaluation of 
creative, innovative or flexible methods of compliance that would not significantly 
impair the effectiveness of the rule or increase the risk to the health, safety, or welfare 
of the public or those affected by the rule. 

~~~.~~r~+.~~-f..~.~~.~^~-.~-~~~...~,~~-.~,~a✓..>~aea -~..-~a.~aE.~~..•,^...~~-~~.~a~a-~a~.~~.r.~a,~srr,rr~~~e~~~~r<F.~W.~r.~~Fa~~,~«~~..f~.~.rf.., f~.~~.r.~sr~~~~-.~^a-. ~c-..~~a~~n~~~~~.~.rfr.F.fins,F~,vf~F.~,~~~~F~~.~~.~~-~~-.~a*~.r~v~,~r~~.~.,~-.~a~.r.~s 

1. TITLE OF RULE FILING: 

Rule 5.400 PETITIONS TO CONSTRUCT ELECTRIC AND GAS 

FACILITIES PURSUANT TO 30 V.S.A. § 248 

2. ADOPTING AGENCY: 

Vermont Public Utility Commission 

3. CATEGORY OF AFFECTED PARTIES: 
LIST CATEGORIES OF PEOPLE, ENTERPRISES, AND GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES POTENTIALLY 
AFFECTED BY THE ADOPTION OF THIS R ULE AND THE ESTIMATED COSTS AND BENEFITS 

ANTICIPATED: 

(1) Section 248 petitioners. Costs. Petitioners will 
see some increase in costs from increased notice 
requirements and potentially in preparing petitions due 
to the increased specificity of petition content 
required by the amendments. Additionally, the 
amendments simplify the process for intervention in 
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Section 248 proceedings for some persons and entities, 
which could increase litigation costs if the number of 
parties to a case increases as a result. However, the 
simplified process is available only to persons or 
entities that the Commission has historically found to 
meet the requirements for intervention even when their 
intervention requests are contested by petitioners. 
Additionally, any cost increases must be viewed in the 
context of the overall cost of a Section 248 project. 
In that context, any increases will not be material. 
Benefits. Increase in the likelihood that petitions 
will be deemed complete upon the first petition filing. 
This may result in a decrease in the need for the 
Commission and other parties to seek additional 
information not provided in a petition, potentially 
reducing costs associated with discovery and discovery 
disputes and yielding greater efficiency overall. 

(2) Government agencies. Costs. It is possible that 
government agencies may see a small increase in costs 
from the amendments if the amendments result in an 
increase in the number of parties in more controversial 
cases. Any such increases are expected to be limited 
given that state agencies, with the exception of the 
Department of Public Service, tend to participate on a 
limited number of issues in most cases. Benefits. State 
agencies will receive more complete information at the 
time the initial petition is filed, decreasing the need 
to expend resources to gather additional information 
during a case through discovery or other legal 
processes. 

3) Vermont Ratepayers. Costs. To the extent that the 
amendments result in increased litigation costs to 
rate-regulated utilities, those utilities will likely 
seek to recover those costs in rates from Vermont 
ratepayers. However, any cost increases are expected to 
be small in the context of a utility's overall cost of 
service. Additionally, impacts to individual 
ratepayers are expected to be minimal because those 
costs would be distributed among all of a utility's 
ratepayers. Benefits. Increased efficiencies in 
processing Section 248 petitions leading to more 
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efficient planning by utilities in serving customers 
and decreased uncertainties regarding utility 

services. 

(4)Intervenors. Costs. The rule amendments are not 
expected to increase costs for citizens and entities 
(such as public interest groups) seeking to participate 
in contested case proceedings before the Commission. 
Benefits. The amendments simplify the process of 
intervention for persons and entities that the 
Commission has historically found to have sufficient 
interests in Section 248 proceedings to meet the 
standard for intervention even when challenged by 
petitioners. The amendments will also result in more 
detailed information being provided at the time of the 
initial petition filing, allowing potential intervenors 
to better assess whether seeking intervention in a case 
is necessary at all, and if so, whether their 
intervention can be limited to discrete issues. 

4. IMPACT ON SCHOOLS: 
INDICATEANYIMPACT TRATTHE RULE WILL HAVE ONPUBLIC EDUCATION, PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS, LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS AND/OR TAXPAYERS CLEARLY STATING ANY 

ASSOCIATED COSTS: 

The amendments are not expected to have any impact on 
Vermont schools. 

S. ALTERNATIVES: CONSIDERATION OFALTERNATIVES TO THE RULE TO REDUCE OR 

AMELIORATE COSTS TO LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS WHILE STILL ACHIEVING THE OBJECTIVE 

OF THE RULE. 

See response to number 4, above. 

6. IMPACT ON SMALL BUSINESSES: 
INDICATE ANYIMPACT THAT THE R ULE WILL HAVE ON SMALL B USINESSES (EXCLUDING 

IMPACTS INCIDENTAL TO THE P URCHASE AND PAYMENT OF GOODS AND SER VICES BY THE 

STATE OR ANAGENCY THEREOF 

The rule amendments are not expected to have any 

economic impact on small businesses outside of the 
limited potential costs described above for regulated 
utilities and project developers, assuming that the 
smaller regulated utilities and project developers in 

Vermont fall into this category. 
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7. SMALL BUSINESS COMPLIANCE: EXPLAIN WAYSA BUSINESS CAN REDUCE THE 

COST/BURDEN OF COMPLIANCE OR AN EXPLANATION OF WHY THE AGENCY DETERMINES 

THAT SUCH EVAL UATION ISN'T APPROPRIATE. 

The rule amendments do not create any new compliance 
obligations for any entity filing a Section 248 
petition with the Commission. Rather, they clarify the 
information that must be included with a Section 248 
petition for it to be considered complete at the time 
it is first filed. Both Section 248 and the current 
version of Rule 5.400 require a petitioner to submit 
the information necessary for the Commission to make 
all findings required under Section 248. Without the 
additional clarity provided by the amendments there is 
an increased likelihood that initial petitions will be 
deemed incomplete and additional effort will need to be 
expended by petitioners in providing needed information 
that was not included in their initial petition filing. 

8. COMPARISON: 
COMPARE THE IMPACT OF THE R ULE WITH THE ECONOMIC IMPACT OF OTHER 

ALTERNATIVES TO THE R ULE, INCLUDING NO R ULE ON THE SUBJECT OR A R ULE HAVING 

SEPARATE REQUIREMENTS FOR SMALL B USINESS: 

The alternative to the rule amendments is leaving the 
current rule in place. As discussed above, this would 
result in the continued greater likelihood of Section 
248 petitions being found incomplete, at the time of 
initial filing, and therefore in need of 
supplementation. It would also increase the likelihood 
of other parties needing to engage in more discovery or 
other legal processes to obtain information they need 
to present their positions to the Commission. Assuming 
that smaller Section 248 developers and Vermont's 
smaller electric utilities are considered small 
businesses under this section, there is no mechanism 
for providing separate requirements for small 
businesses that by law must seek a Section 248 
certificate of public good like all other petitioners, 
absent some statutory exception allowing for a more 
simplified process for these entities. 
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