






































































































From: billsamanda46@gmail.com <billsamanda46@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, October 16, 2023 10:40 AM 
To: Charlene Dindo <CHARLENE@leg.state.vt.us> 
Subject: [External] Written Statement Re: Trapping and Coyote Hunting  
  
[External] 

To whom it may concern, 
I would like to submit the following comment on the upcoming hearing on trapping and coyote 
hunting. Please confirm receipt of my comments. Thank you! 
 
Good morning, 
My name is Amanda Bills, I am a Vermonter, born and raised for many generations. I am not a 
writer, or speaker. My family has been hunting this beautiful state for many, many years. I was 
raised eating wildgame , I love it, I would eat it every meal if I could. I absolutely hate buying 
meat from the grocery store, I avoid it as much as I can. I love being able to harvest and prepare 
my own food, and to know exactly where it came from. 
 
 I also own hunting dogs. They are not only my hunting companions, but my family, my children, 
my best friends, my blood sweat, and tears! They also happen to be exceptional conservation 
tools like no other! It would absolutely break my heart and theirs, if they were not able to do 
what they have been born and raised to do! Not only heartbreaking, but life changing! My 
whole life revolves around my dogs! Really! I plan vacations specifically so that they can go with 
me and enjoy genetic fulfillment at its finest!  
 
It it so incredibly sad to me that every time us Vermonters turn around, we are being bullied 
and made to feel like criminals, for trying to enjoy these activities that are daily life to us. So 
incredibly sad to me to have to keep writing letter after letter, and not know if anyone even 
reads them. Please do not let my words fall on def ears. I wish continued unfettered support of 
a Vermonter’s ability to engage in the long-standing traditions and heritage of hunting in it's 
various forms. 
Sincerely, 
Amanda Bills 
802-380-2154  
billsamanda46@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:billsamanda46@gmail.com
mailto:billsamanda46@gmail.com
mailto:CHARLENE@leg.state.vt.us
mailto:billsamanda46@gmail.com




From: Ryan Kilborn <rkilborn@meadowsendco.com>  
Sent: Monday, October 16, 2023 10:52 AM 
To: Charlene Dindo <CHARLENE@leg.state.vt.us> 
Subject: [External] Testimony on S.201/ACT 159 & S.281/ACT 165 
 
[External] 

To whom it may concern,  
 
I am writing in support of S.201/ACT 159 & S.281/ACT 165.  Trapping provides an important 
predator control tool and has long been a tradition for many Vermonter’s who use this as an 
recreational pass time and opportunities to be in the outdoors.   This is the same for hunting 
coyotes with hounds.  As a Vermonter I feel its important to keep these traditions and values 
for those whom enjoy the activity available.  Its very discouraging how Vermont hunters and 
trappers are constantly under attack  by a group of individuals that don’t share the same beliefs 
and values, and because of this they try to degrade and belittle our character, value, and ethics 
that have been long passed down from generation to generation raised in this state.   
 
Please vote to keep opportunities available for our citizens that cherish the outdoors and the 
traditions and that have been passed down through the generations.   
 
Thank you for your time 
 
Ryan Kilborn 
 
 
  

“Over 75 years of Forestry 
Experience” 

  
  
Ryan Kilborn 
Northern Regional Forester 
  
Office : 603.526.8686   
Mobile :802-323-3593 
Email : 
rkilborn@meadowsendco.com 
  
420 Main Street 
PO Box 966 
New London, NH 03257 
  
www.meadowsendco.com 
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From: VT Bear Hound Association <vtbearhoundassoc@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, October 16, 2023 10:55 AM 
To: Charlene Dindo <CHARLENE@leg.state.vt.us> 
Subject: [External] coyote hunting and trapping 
 
    To whom it may concern,  
            My name is Doug Devost JR, I was born and raised here in VT and Iam a 
resident of Brownington VT. I'am writing today to address the upcoming 
committee meeting on the 19th. 
          I have been a lifelong trapper and coyote hunter, this way of life we have 
here in Vermont is not just a hobby or sport it is a way of life/tradition/passion . 
We need to get away from these anti groups trying to take away our traditions 
and lifestyles just because they don't understand or like it.   Every bit of science 
proves we need hunting and trapping to regulate wild animals. Anyone who 
thinks letting the wildlife keep itself managed is cruel and uneducated to how that 
really happens. The more rules and regulations you put on these lifestyles and 
traditions the less people are going to be able to justify continuing doing them.    
         To sum things up, my sons, family, friends and myself 100% oppose any 
more trapping and hunting rules and regulations not suggested by science, 
biologist, and warden service. We need to put a stop to this ongoing fight against 
the outdoors men and women from the antis.  
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From: Bob Frenier <bobfrenier@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, October 16, 2023 10:56 AM 
To: Charlene Dindo <CHARLENE@leg.state.vt.us> 
Subject: [External] Anti-hunter/trapper bigotry 
 
Please convey to the committee you serve that long-time Vermonters like me feel 
the dehumanizing sting of the anti-male assumptions behind further restrictions 
on hunting and trapping. That is bigotry, pure and simple, and the casual manner 
in which the long-standing customs of men, especially rural men, are disregarded 
sows the seeds of real animosity.  
 
Such bigoted ignorance is especially prevalent when Democrats and Progressives 
discuss the culling of the coyote population. Don’t progressives realize that, for 
anyone with pastured animals like goats and sheep, coyotes are predators that 
need to be killed whenever and wherever they can be found? I think it’s pretty 
obvious that determined ignorance is at work here. 
 
Regards, 
Bob 
Bob Frenier 
802-685-4900 
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From: Barb Nolan <bnolan@myfairpoint.net>  
Sent: Monday, October 16, 2023 11:00 AM 
To: Charlene Dindo <CHARLENE@leg.state.vt.us> 
Subject: [External] Comment on upcing hearing on trapping and hunting coyotes! 
 
[External] 
Good morning, I would like to submit a comment on the upcoming hearing on 
trapping and hunting coyotes. My statement is: 
  
The N.E.K. is overrun with Coyotes so they need to be trapped and hunted. Do 
people like coyotes over deer? If you keep reducing the trapping and hunting of 
Coyotes we will not have any deer left up here. Coyotes kill so many fawns every 
year up here that our deer population is low. My husband puts out trail cameras 
and have many pictures of Coyotes killing and hauling off new born fawns. Once 
people see just one of these pictures it will change their minds about protecting 
these animals. Thanks for listening. Barb  
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From: Dennis Fournier <dennisfournier6@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, October 16, 2023 11:03 AM 
To: Charlene Dindo <CHARLENE@leg.state.vt.us> 
Subject: [External] S.201 and S.281 
 
  Both these bills were passed almost unanimously by the Senate. It's 
apparent that the traditions of the Vermont hunting community need 
to be upheld. The bills that were passed pose no unreasonable threat 
to the people of Vermont. The anti-hunting community will stop at 
nothing until they achieve their goal of eliminating hunting completely. 
The hunting community has a voice to protect what is been handed 
down by our Vermont Constitution.  
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-----Original Message----- 

From: Travis Paquette <TPAQUETTE@gmavt.net>  

Sent: Monday, October 16, 2023 11:20 AM 

To: Charlene Dindo <CHARLENE@leg.state.vt.us> 

Subject: [External] Comment for the committee on over regulating for hunting 

and trapping  

 

 

To the committee I'd like to ask, why would you  support these over regulations 

on trapping and coyote Hunting when it has absolutely no effect and/or danger to 

the general public by these two activities from which you are trying to over 

regulate these activities that are part of my heritage as Vermonter and a person 

and I ask you not to strip them or regulate them on me and my fellow 

Vermonters, as there is no need for it. some of my fondest memories are hunting 

with my family and learning how to enjoy the outdoors through the eyes of 

hunting and trapping. while you're over regulating them will strips me my ability 

to be able to pass that on to my son and someday grandchildren. family and 

friends are everything .I also asked do you support the verbal abuse that we take 

as hunters and trappers by being called the worst type of humans among other 

outlandish names and for what. This all feels like I'm a less valued person because 

of what I enjoy. Is that the case? These supposed over regulations are historic and 

go way beyond demonstratable need . I ask that you to SUPPORT the regulations 

put forth already, by the fish and wildlife and not add to them! 

Sincerely 

   Travis Paquette, Addison County resident Sent from my iPhone 
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Jenny Carter 
2099 N Randolph Rd. 

Randolph Center, VT 05061 

jennycartr@gmail.com 
 

Re. Proposed Trapping Definition in Proposed Rule 23-P15  
Date: 10/5/2023 
 

Dear LCAR members, 
 

By way of background, I am a Vermont attorney, former environmental and consumer 
advocate, and currently am a professor at Vermont Law and Graduate School. One of my 
courses teaches students about legislation, regulation, separation of powers, and judicial 
interpretation. 
 

I am writing on my own behalf to encourage you to object to the following proposed change 
to the Definitions section of Appendix § 44. and ask the Board to remove it. 
 3.20 "Trapping" means to hunt, take or attempt to take fur-bearing animals with traps 
including the dispatching of such lawfully trapped fur-bearing animals. 
 

An objection to this definition change can be made under 3 V.S.A. § 842 b) under the 
following criteria: 
(1) a proposed rule is beyond the authority of the agency; 
(2) a proposed rule is contrary to the intent of the Legislature; and,  likely 

(4) the agency did not adhere to the strategy for maximizing public input prescribed by the 
Interagency Committee on Administrative Rules; 
 

Summary  

F&W’s proposal to include “hunt” in its definition of “trapping” is contrary to existing 
statutes, creates a nonsensical sentence when read in conjunction with the statutory 
definition of the words “take and taking”, and is inconsistent with statutory 
requirements  that recognize hunting and trapping as distinct activities, such as land 
posting and licensing requirements.  

To say that this is a “housekeeping” measure when it does not add clarity, is to beg the 
question, why amend this definition? Why is it important to F&W to say that trapping is a 
form of hunting? The only reason that I can think of is not “housekeeping” at all, but to try 
to gain greater constitutional protections for trapping and weaken the Legislature’s 
authority to regulate trapping (for example, to prevent the Legislature from limiting 
trapping to nuisance animals and scientific research). It also may have the (unintended ?) 
consequence of leading to invalidation of the state’s law that allows a landowner to 
prohibit trapping on their property without posting. Both Commissioner Herrick and 
Secretary Moore have stated their belief that Section 67 of the Vermont Constitution’s 
hunting protections apply to trapping as well. But, these are major policy and constitutional 
questions and are not the Board or Agency’s job to decide. Constitutional questions are for 
the Supreme Court to decide and major policy questions are for the Legislature to decide. 
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Finally, there was no notice of this major change in the Board’s Rule Summary to the 
Secretary of State, the Summary on their website, or to the public in their public 
presentations (see videos).  

Based on the reasons above and explained further below, LCAR should formally object to 
the proposed change in definition. 

Analysis 

Why does the department want to change the definition of trapping to include 
hunting?  (3.20 "Trapping" means to hunt, take or attempt to take fur-bearing animals 
with traps…) Why is “hunt” necessary in the definition? How does it add clarity to the 
existing regulations?  The definition of trapping already includes to “take”, which is broader 
than just hunting (see definition below). Adding the word “hunt” to the 3.20 definition of 
trapping is non-sensical when read with the definition of “take”. It is redundant.   

Since adding the word “hunt” will not create clarity in the Board’s rules, I believe the 
reason the Board and Department want to amend the definition is to try to influence the 
interpretation of the Vermont Constitution Section 67 which establishes certain 
protections for hunting, fowling and fishing. Both Commissioner Herrick and Secretary 
Moore have stated their belief that trapping is covered by Section 67 even though it notably 
does not include trapping.  

Conflict with state statutes-  

Nowhere in Vermont’s statutes is hunting defined as including trapping and the proposed 
change is contrary to state statutes which clearly view hunting and trapping as separate 
activities.  

There are at least five places in the Vermont statutes that indicate hunting and trapping 
are separate & distinct activities : 

1. the requiring of separate hunting (§ 4254) and trapping licenses (§ 4254a), each of 
which have their own requirements, including separate hunter and trapper education 
courses. 

2.10 V.S.A. §4707 Traps; notice. Contrary to hunting, this section requires trappers to 
notice a landowner before placing a trap and allows a landowner to prohibit a trapper from 
trapping without posting. 

3. 10 V.S.A. § 4708. Interference with hunting, fishing, or trapping 

4. The statutory definition of “take and taking” , which includes both hunting and trapping 
in the definition, indicates that hunting and trapping are two separate activities. § 4001. 
Definitions, 

5.   Act 159 (2022) p. 3 Sec.1 

(d) As used in this section, “trapping” means to take or attempt to take furbearing animals 
with traps, including the dispatching of lawfully trapped furbearing animals.  
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F&W Rule that demonstrate hunting & trapping are separate activities 

Appdx. 10 § 14. Posting against hunting, fishing, or trapping…c) state that hunting, fishing or 
trapping or any combination of the three are prohibited or forbidden; 

For the reasons above I believe that LCAR should object to this part of the proposed rule 
and request that the Board remove it. Please feel free to reach out if you have any 
questions. 

 

Sincerely, 

Jenny Carter 

 

Vermont Constitution  § 67. [Hunting; fowling and fishing] 
The inhabitants of this State shall have liberty in seasonable times, to hunt and fowl on the 
lands they hold, and on other lands not inclosed, and in like manner to fish in all boatable and 
other waters (not private property) under proper regulations, to be made and provided by the 
General Assembly. 
 § 4001 (23) Take and taking: pursuing, shooting, hunting, killing, capturing, trapping, snaring, and netting 
fish, birds, and quadrupeds and all lesser acts, such as disturbing, harrying, worrying, or wounding or 
placing, setting, drawing, or using any net or other device commonly used to take fish or wild animals, 
whether they result in the taking or not; and shall include every attempt to take and every act of 
assistance to every other person in taking or attempting to take fish or wild animals, provided that when 
taking is allowed by law, reference is had to taking by lawful means and in a lawful manner. 
 

 





 
From: Joe Church <joechurch1947@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, October 16, 2023 11:29 AM 
To: Charlene Dindo <CHARLENE@leg.state.vt.us> 
Subject: [External] Hearing on Trapping and Coyote Hunting 
 
I have been trapping and hunting in Vermont for 65 years now and am really 
disappointed in the current legislators attitude towards hunters and trappers.  It's 
hard to believe that our legislators would throw our Fish & Wildlife Department 
and the Fish and Wildlife Board under the bus. Taking testimony from out of state 
antihunting activists brought in to boost their numbers. Our F&WD is among the 
best in the nation, and the Wildlife Board has a wealth of knowledge and 
experience encompassing the entire state. How,  in good conscience can the 
legislators condone the behavior of the militant activists? Vermont has always 
been a Live and let live state where people can go about their own business, even 
if we don't agree,  we can coexist.   
 
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to have my voice heard. 
 
Lloyd M Church  
Cambridge VT 05444  
 
802-316-0053  
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From: Jennifer Adsit <lightfarm@gmavt.net>  

Sent: Monday, October 16, 2023 11:32 AM 

To: Charlene Dindo <CHARLENE@leg.state.vt.us> 

Subject: [External] Comment on Department of Fish and Wildlife 10 V.S.A. Appendix § 

44, Furbearing Species 

Importance: High 

 

To the members of the Joint Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules: 

I am writing to let the Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules know I expect the 

upcoming October 19 hearing public comments to be limited to the scope of LCAR’s 

responsibility. 

In the last two years a legislature-appointed task group was charged with studying and 

recommending changes of Vermont’s Fishing and Hunting Regulations to the Fish and 

Wildlife Board and the Fish and Wildlife Department. The resulting proposed changes 

have been vetted as required in public hearings. 

I understand the charges of the LCAR are 1) to verify correct process has been followed 

in the development of the proposals and 2) to check that the products of the process, 

the currently proposed regulatory changes, match documented legislative intent. 

I note the responsibility of LCAR to keep public comments within the frame of these 

responsibilities on October 19th. We have a democratic process in place for making 

regulatory revisions; I expect your committee to follow it. 

I do not support consideration by LCAR of further widely-ranging comments which 

should have been made in the public hearings, or any temptation to now second guess 

legislative intent. 

Please support the proposed changes to Vermont Fishing and Hunting regulations as 

presented. I have long appreciated the excellent science- and fact-based work of 

Vermont Department of Fish and Wildlife professionals and by the members of the Fish 

and Wildlife Board. 

Thank you. 

Jennifer Adsit 

Charlotte VT 
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From: John Houston <bearbig@att.net>  
Sent: Monday, October 16, 2023 12:01 PM 
To: Charlene Dindo <CHARLENE@leg.state.vt.us> 
Subject: [External] Hunting rights 
 
I am against any and all legislation that attempts to limit 
hunting and trapping in Vermont. These are traditional 
pastimes that Vermonters have been doing for centuries.  
I want the LCAR to honor the legislative intent drafted for S 
201. 
 
Sincerely 
John Houston 
Milton Vt. 05468 
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