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CRCF: Current Conditions
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Evidence-Based Design
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Evidence-Based Design
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Evidence-Based Design
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Scandinavian Correctional Facilities
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Halden Prison, Norway
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Scandinavian Correctional Facilities
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Halden Prison, Norway
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River Valley Therapeutic Residence
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River Valley Therapeutic Residence
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Site Criteria
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DOC prioritized locating the facility in the greater Chittenden County area to:

• Preserve critical partnerships with community organizations located in the 
Burlington area

• Be located near employment options for women in the reentry program

• Support connection to family and loved ones for people who are 
incarcerated

• Be conveniently located near public transportation

• Limit the burden of relocation on current CRCF staff, retain staff trained in 
trauma informed and gender responsive practices, and help ensure access 
to future workforce
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Statewide Site Search: 165+ Sites
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• Vetted properties owned by 
any State agency (140 sites)

• Worked with real estate 
consultant (5 sites)

• Conducted a publicly 
advertised statewide site 
search (20 sites)
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Conceptual Diagram
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SITE 1
AREA AND PLACES

N

0 300’ 600’
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SITE 1
OVERALL EVALUATION

LEGEND

DEVELOPABLE AREA

SITE 1
SITE INFORMATION

SITEAREA 5 0 . 6

Ac re

DEVELOPABLE AREA

(Exclude Floodplain, NWI,and

Steep slopes)

2 3 . 7

Ac re
Inseparate areas, 14.1ac, 5.5 ac and4.1 ac.

PLANNING EVALUATION

PLANNINGCRITERIA EVALUATION NOTES

1 SiteLocation

• ~ 13 m in s drive fro m B url ington m e t ropo l i t a n.

• R e s ide n t i a l ne igh bo rs t o s ou th.

• W e s te rn view.

• C l os e t o VT-2 8 9 .

2 SiteArea • S i t e to t a l a r e a i s big.

3 Accessibility

• D ire c t c o nn e c t io n t o do w nto wn via

Lincoln S t . Publi c t r a n s i t avail abl e.

• A c c e s s for e i t he r a r e a i s b e s t from La ndfil l

L a n e which i s a pr iv a t e drive wi th ga te .

4 HydrologicalCondition
• W e t la nd, 1 % a n d 0 . 2 % a nn ua l

fl oodpla in a r e no te d  on t he s i t e , b ut

ha ve l it t le  t o no e f f e c t on t he no te d  

de v e lo pa bl e a r e a s .

5 Topographics
• S t e e p s lo p e s d om in a t e m o s t of t he

s i t e . S t e e p hi ll th ro ug h e a s t s id e of

s i t e.

6 Environmental Impact

• F o re s t s , h a b i t a t s on s i t e , high biologic al

a n d c on s e r - vat ion va l ue a c c o r di n g t o

VNHI ra t in g.

• F ro m s i t e walk th ro ug h ob s e r va t i on , t he

de ve lop - a b le a r e a s ha ve m e di um t o low

c o ns e r va t ion value. T ra n sm is sio n pipel ine

r un s right th ro ug h t he s i t e a nd  pa rc e l i s

s ur r ou nd e d by l ight commercial /i ndustria l

ne i gh bor s , a l andfil l , a n d a C l a s s 2

highway.

7 DevelopableArea

• Sma l l de v e lo pa bl e a r e a on t op of hil l

a n d e a s t of t h e hill.

• Me dium de v e lo pa bl e pa rc e l in t he s o ut h

po rt i on po s- sibly a c c e s s ib l e by S u si e

Wi lson BYP. P os s ibl e l e d ge a t hill.

• G a s t r a n sm i ss i on pipel ine ru nnin g E /W

t h ro ug h th e s i t e , a n d un de v e lop a ble

e a s e m e n t bu f fe r i s re qu i re d .

• VAST (snowmobil e) t ra il c r o s s e s pr ope r ty .

8 AvailableUtilities • W a t e r / s e w e r / ga s a b u t s i t e.

Bad Neutral Good
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Potential Essex Sites: Site 2

15Note: Conceptual mock-up, not final design
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Potential Essex Sites: Site 2
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SITE 2
OVERALL EVALUATION

LEGEND

DEVELOPABLE AREA

SITE 2

SITE INFORMATION

SITEAREA 2 4 . 9

Ac re

DEVELOPABLE AREA

(Exclude Floodplain, NWI,and

Steep slopes)

7 . 3 Ac re

PLANNING EVALUATION

PLANNINGCRITERIA EVALUATION NOTES

1 SiteLocation

• ~ 17 m in s drive fro m B url ington m e t ropo l i t a n.

• S i t e lo c a t ion i s n ot f a r from a P a rk a n d

R ide loc a t ion a t Exi t 1 1 .

• F e w r e sid e nt i a l ne i gh bor s , f a r from

po s s ibl e s i t e.

• S o ut he r n view.

2 SiteArea • S i t e to t a l a r e a i s sma l l a n d na r row

3 Accessibility

• S h or t f r on ta g e a lo ng R iver R d, c a n fit only

1 e n t r a nc e /  exit.

• S h a r e d a c c e s s with c o ns t r uc t ion

c o m pa n y s to r a g e  y a rd / s a n d pit . E xi s t i ng

r oa d n e e s t o b e u pg r a d e d a nd  w ide ne d .

C l os e t o 8 9 .

4 HydrologicalCondition • W e t la nd on s i t e . F l a t s i t e i s we t .

5 Topographics
• S t e e p s lo p e s d om in a t e m o s t of t he s i t e.

• S t e e p a c c e s s , c u rr e n t si ngl e l a n e

dr ive wa y wi th s t e e p  p i t c he s on b ot h s ide s .

6 Environmental Impact
• F o re s t s , h a b i t a t s on s i t e , high biologic al

a n d c on s e r - va t i on va lue

7 DevelopableArea
• Sma l l f l a t p a d s s ui t a bl e for de ve l opm e nt ,

a n d t he fl a t  p a d i s we t .

8 AvailableUtilities
• Uti li ti es a r e a va i l a b l e a t S a n d Hill R d,

a ppr oxim a te ly 1 / 2 mi le e xt e ns ion

• S i t e wi thin s e w e r a l loc a t io n a r e a .

Bad Neutral Good
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Summer/Fall 2024
Completed
✓ Engagement with Essex Town and legislative leadership
✓ Announcement to DOC stakeholder group of focus on two sites in Essex
✓ Request to Essex Planning Commission
✓ Presentation to Essex Planning Commission
✓ Presentations to current CRCF residents

Upcoming
● Public community session hosted by service providers & Essex Community Justice Center
● DOC/BGS public outreach and listening sessions
● Planning Commission and Selectboard consideration of rezoning proposal
● Planning Commission public comment
● Continuing site analysis to evaluate potential suitability
● If suitable and permitted, continued planning, permitting, and review (3-5 years)
● Capital bill request for building construction 

18
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DOC Community Investment
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This year, DOC allocated more than $11,000,000 in community-based services, programs, 
and alternatives to incarceration, including:

• $6,364,748 for transitional housing (Pathways, Burlington Housing Authority)

• $3,706,338 to Community Justice Centers across Vermont

• $1,060,000 for community recovery centers (Turning Points) for in-reach recovery 
coaching at all correctional facilities and probation and parole

• $714,516 granted to CRCF providers (Vermont Network DIVAS program, Vermont Works 
for Women, Lund Kids-A-Part, Mercy Connections) for trauma-informed counseling and 
mentoring, child visitation, and vocational training

• $240,952 for Jenna's Promise reentry support, housing-first recovery model, and 
vocational training

When the facility opens, Vermont will have spent more on alternatives to 
incarceration than the cost of the CRCF replacement. 
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Appendix

20



BGS & DOC | Page  

Potential Essex Sites: Site 1
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Potential Essex Sites: Site 2
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LEGEND

VEHICULAR A CCES S 

PUBLIC TRANSIT

N

. Existing access road 

needs to be upgraded and 
widened.
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Current CRCF Employee Locations

30



BGS & DOC | Page  31



BGS & DOC | Page  

Conceptual Design
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