
LEGISLATIVE REQUEST

Sec. 32. SUPPORT FOR A ROUTE 5 BICYCLE CORRIDOR; SURVEY REPORT 
(a) The Agency of Transportation, in partnership with regional planning commissions through the
annual Transportation Planning Initiative, shall conduct a survey of municipal support for the
creation of a bicycle corridor— consisting of one or more segments of bicycle lanes or bicycle paths,
or both— to provide a safe means of travel via bicycle on or along a route that is roughly adjacent
to U.S. Route 5 for the approximately 190 miles spanning between the State border with
Massachusetts and the State border with Quebec, Canada.
(b) The survey shall address the level of interest of municipalities and regional planning
commissions in prioritizing the creation of a bicycle corridor along some or all of U.S. Route 5,
including the consideration of the costs of creation and benefits to the tourism industry in Vermont
in general and to the municipalities along U.S. Route 5 in particular.
(c) The Agency shall provide a report on outcome of the survey to the House and Senate
Committees on Transportation on or before January 15, 2024.

U.S. ROUTE 5 BICYCLE CORRIDOR PRIORITY
ASSESSMENT SURVEY FINDINGS

STUDY AREA

The study area encompasses a 192.72-mile stretch along U.S. Highway 5 (Route 5 Corridor),
extending from the Massachusetts border to Canada. The corridor passes through a variety of
landscapes, from the rolling hills of southern Vermont to the more rugged terrain as it approaches
the Canadian border. The 30 towns along this corridor vary in size, character, and economic
activities and residents in these towns are spread across various demographic groups, reflecting the
diversity of lifestyles and interests within the region. 

The population of residents residing in these towns totals 105,254, and according to the 2022
American Community Survey 5-year estimates: the average median household income is $63,432;
the average poverty rate is 11.2%; and roughly 32% of residents have obtained a bachelor’s degree
or higher. There are roughly 5,347 total employer establishments in the region and the employment
rate is roughly 46.64%. Industries represented in this region include agriculture, manufacturing,
tourism, and aerospace among others.

  While data specific to Vermont is shared above, the Route 5 Corridor’s proximity to the New Hampshire
state line has a significant influence on transportation patterns. Communities in both states rely heavily on
this corridor as an important connection between places of residence, business, and recreation, with town
and village centers along the corridor serving an important role as river crossing locations. 
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U.S. ROUTE 5 BICYCLE CORRIDOR PRIORITY
ASSESSMENT SURVEY FINDINGS

STUDY AREA
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OUTREACH 

On October 17th, 2023, the Vermont Agency of
Transportation (VTrans) released an online survey to
the four (4) Regional Planning Commissions (RPC) and
thirty (30) towns along Route 5 Corridor to assess
their interest in a future planning study associated
with a bicycle corridor along some or all of the
corridor. The survey, entitled “U.S. Highway 5 Bicycle
Corridor Priority Assessment Survey” was open and
available to collect responses for one (1) month. The
survey was released online and an option to
download a PDF version of the survey was made
available for preview purposes. Each RPC was allowed
one (1) response, while each municipality was allowed
two responses: one (1) response from the Selectboard
Chair on behalf of the Selectboard and one (1)
response from the Planning Commission Chair on
behalf of the Planning Commission. 

AOT promoted this survey by attending three (3) RPC
Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) meetings to
further explain its purpose and intent. RPC
Transportation Planners then worked directly with
municipalities within the study area to encourage
participation and explain details further as needed.
AOT staff also collected additional correspondence –
emails and letters of support - from interested parties
not immediately represented by the RPCs or
municipalities along the Route 5 Corridor, which are
attached to this report as additional information and
context. Finally, AOT staff responded to two (2) press
inquiries related to this effort. 

U.S. ROUTE 5 BICYCLE CORRIDOR PRIORITY
ASSESSMENT SURVEY FINDINGS

30 Towns

192.72 miles 
of roadway from

Massachusetts to Canada 

$63,432 
median household income

105,254
Population of the study area 
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U.S. ROUTE 5 BICYCLE CORRIDOR PRIORITY
ASSESSMENT SURVEY FINDINGS

97.2% of respondents said it
was Somewhat Important or
Very Important to improve
bicycling conditions on U.S.

Route 5 in their region

100% of respondents support
a planning study related to a
future bicycle corridor along

U.S. Route 5

97.2% of respondents said
present bicycling conditions on
U.S. 5 are either Poor or Fair in

their town or region

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

The ‘U.S. Highway 5 Bicycle Corridor Priority Assessment Survey’
received 36 Responses. These 36 responses represented 21 of
the 30 towns, as well as 3 of the 4 Regional Planning
Commissions on the Route 5 corridor. The responses yielded the
following information: 

100% of respondents said that their organization is
supportive of a planning study related to a future bicycle
corridor on or along a route that is roughly adjacent to
Route 5 Corridor. Survey respondents were also provided
the following caveat “Please note that while project funding
and timeline have not been defined, the scale of this effort
will require financial support in the form of local investment
or funding match.”

97.2% of all respondents said that it was Very Important or
Somewhat Important to improve bicycling conditions on or
along a route that is roughly adjacent to Route 5 Corridor in
their town or region.

35 of the 36 responders noted bicycling conditions were
either Poor or Fair in their jurisdiction. Springfield, the one
outlier, responded that the conditions were excellent on or
along the Route 5 Corridor and provided the following
comment which provides context for this outlying response:
“Route 5 through Springfield is generally easy riding and
follows the CT River, so it is very scenic. The only difficult
area is the area around Exit 7 of I-91 where it is confusing
and lots of traffic for bikes. [sic]”

Additional qualitative evidence was collected as part of this
survey and focused on existing and future activities along the
corridor, destinations of interest, and areas of concern.
Responses in this section indicated that a future bike corridor
along Route 5 would help create regional transportation
connections to between communities and outdoor recreation
opportunities, and that, in terms of existing conditions, the main
impediments to bicycle activity stem from safety concerns due
to roadway geometry and vehicular volumes.

2

Destinations of interest data is located entirely in the Appendices of this document given its granularity.2
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS CONTINUED

Anticipated use of the bicycle corridor as reported by responders included the following: 
(respondents were encouraged to choose up to 5 responses, full visual included in the appendix)

Exercise and Health (83.33%)
Local and regional transportation (66.67%)
Connection to local destinations (58.33%)
Access to outdoor recreation opportunities (50.0%)
Connecting to existing trail networks (50.0%)
Connection regional destinations (nearby communities) (44.44%)
Commute to and from place of employment (38.89%)

Primary factors that currently discourage cycling on Route 5 as reported by responders included the
following:
 (respondents were encouraged to choose up to 5 responses, full visual included in the appendix)

Narrow Shoulders (86.11%)
Significant vehicular traffic on route (63.89%)
Lack of connected facilities (61.11%)
Personal safety concerns (50.0%)
Unsure of safe routes (41.67%)
Deficient / unmaintained facilities (36.11%)
Aggressive motorist behavior (30.56%)

U.S. ROUTE 5 BICYCLE CORRIDOR PRIORITY
ASSESSMENT SURVEY FINDINGS

“The  se lectboard  i s  mindfu l  o f  the  const ra ints  o f  budget  and  the  looming
increases  in  our  s tate  schoo l  educat ion  taxes .  We are  a l so  deep ly  aware  o f

safety  concerns  on  our  roads ,  and  the  communi ty  in terest  in  hea l thy  act iv i t ies
and  a l ternate  t ransportat ion .  I t  i s  imposs ib le  to  pred ic t  how much  f inanc ia l
contr ibut ion  would  be  supported  by  our  voters  as  we  face  these  compet ing

i ssues  in  the  years  to  come.”   
Norwich, Vermont
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NEXT STEPS

This survey concluded with a clear consensus of interest on the
part of municipalities and RPCs to participate in a future
planning process for a bicycle corridor along Route 5. This
consensus derives from a desire to connect town and village
centers to regional destinations and outdoor activities and to
create safe multimodal connections along the corridor. 

AOT has completed Phase 1 and Phase 2 of the On-Road Bicycle
Plan which includes assessing priority bicycle corridors as well
as the Bicycle Level of Comfort along the high, medium and low-
use corridors throughout the State, including Route 5. AOT
recommends reviewing this existing planning documentation
and engaging in additional corridor planning activities along the
Route 5 Corridor to identify short- and long-term improvements
and/or opportunities. Such corridor planning activities may
include: building upon the qualitative evidence gathered in this
survey to create a more detailed understanding of existing local,
regional, and state conditions along the corridor; identifying
locations of interest and concern; reviewing and documenting
existing planning processes and projects underway along the
Route 5 Corridor at both the local and state level; and,
benchmarking similar projects to further build consensus on a
future vision. These opportunities can then be prioritized based
on the Bicycle Corridor Priority, harmonized with AOT planning
processes, and eventually implemented in future projects.

Finally, it is recommended that as part of this process, a
steering committee composed of interested parties and
stakeholders from RPCs, municipalities, outdoor recreation,
economic development, and other non-governmental partners
along the corridor be formed to provide feedback on findings
and deliverables associated with the above-mentioned goals
and continued outreach and engagement of stakeholders. 

U.S. ROUTE 5 BICYCLE CORRIDOR PRIORITY
ASSESSMENT SURVEY FINDINGS

“Gui l ford  asp i res  to  have
interconnected ,  sa fe

b ike/pedest r ian  t ra i l s  to
l ink  i t s  V i l lage  Centers ,
schoo l  and  recreat iona l
fac i l i t i es .  The  Town has

wonder fu l  character  and
cou ld  become a  recreat ion

'hub '  for  cyc l i s t s  i f  sa fe
paths  cou ld  be  deve loped.”  

Guilford, Vermont

“The  proposed  b ike  cor r idor
i s  a  fantast i c  idea  that
would  great ly  enhance

recreat iona l  opportun i t ies ,
tour i sm,  and  commut ing

poss ib i l i t i es . ”   

Thetford, Vermont

“Th is  i s  needy  route  for
safe  passage  for

pedest r ians  and  veh ic les .
B ik ing  i s  NOT the  top

pr ior i ty .  . ”   

St. Johnsbury, Vermont
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Appendix I: 
Response, Road Miles, and Population by Town
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PARENT TOWN RESPONSE SUBMITTED US-5 AOTMILES SUM  2020 Population 

BARNET N 9.94            1,663 
BARTON Y 10.78            2,872 

ROCKINGHAM Y 8.85            4,832 
BRADFORD Y 5.86            2,790 

BRATTLEBORO Y 5.83          12,184 
BURKE Y 4.32            1,651 

COVENTRY N 4.89            1,100 
DERBY N 5.94            4,579 

DUMMERSTON Y 5.29            1,865 
FAIRLEE N 7.28               988 

GUILFORD Y 6.76            2,120 
HARTFORD Y 7.59          10,686 
HARTLAND Y 7.67            3,446 
IRASBURG Y 4.76            1,233 
LYNDON N 7.01            5,491 

NEWBURY Y 9.82            2,293 
NEWPORT CITY N 3.88            4,455 

SPRINGFIELD Y 9.12            9,062 
NORWICH Y 8.32            3,612 
PUTNEY Y 5.59            2,617 
RYEGATE N 7.39            1,165 

SAINT JOHNSBURY Y 7.68            7,364 
SUTTON Y 7.33               913 

THETFORD Y 7.68            2,775 
WATERFORD N 1.09            1,268 

WEATHERSFIELD N 6.79            2,842 
WEST FAIRLEE Y 0               621 
WESTMINSTER Y 8.22            3,016 

WINDSOR Y 6.85            3,559 
VERNON Y 0.22            2,192 
TOTAL 192.72       105,254 
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Appendix II: 
Survey Questions
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U.S.	Highway	5	Bicycle	Corridor	Priority	Assessment	Survey

In	this	survey,	you	will	respond	to	questions	about	your	town	or	regions	interest	in

undertaking	a	future	planning	study	for	a	bicycle	corridor	on	or	along	a	route	that	is

roughly	adjacent	to	U.S.	5	for	approximately	190	miles	between	the	Vermont-

Massachusetts	border	and	the	Vermont-Quebec	border.	For	the	purposes	of	this

survey,	a	bicycle	corridor	will	refer	to	facilities	that	support	transportation	by

bicycle	that	may	be	provided	on	the	highway	or	separated	and	adjacent	to	the

highway.

In	addition,	you’ll	be	asked	some	contextual	information	about	how	the	corridor	is

used,	as	well	as	if	there	are	locations	of	opportunity	or	concern	the	Vermont	Agency

of	Transportation	should	be	aware	of.

VTrans	is	seeking	input	from:

1	response	from	each	RPC	along	the	corridor

2	responses	from	each	town	along	the	corridor,	1	response	from	the

Selectboard	Chair	on	behalf	of	the	Selectboard	and	1	response	from	the

Planning	Commission	Chair	on	behalf	of	the	Planning	Commission

Survey	responses	will	be	collected	through	November	17th,	2023.	

Click	here	to	view	a	preview	of	the	survey	questions.	If	you’d	like	to	discuss	this

project	in	greater	detail,	please	reach	out	to	Lauren.Masseria@vermont.gov.

U.S.	Highway	5	Bicycle	Corridor	Priority	Assessment	Survey

First	name

Last	name

* 1.	Please	enter	your	name	below.

Email	address

* 2.	Please	enter	your	email	address	below.

* 3.	Please	select	the	professional	role	for	which	you	are	responding	to	this	survey:

Regional	Planning	Commission	Planner	on	behlaf	of	the	region

Municipal	Selectboard	Chair	on	behalf	of	the	Selectboard

Municipal	Planning	Commission	Chair	on	behalf	of	the	Planning	Commission

Page 10



U.S.	Highway	5	Bicycle	Corridor	Priority	Assessment	Survey

* 4.	Please	choose	which	Regional	Planning	Commission	you	are	responding	on	behalf	of.

Mount	Ascutney	Regional	Planning	Commission	(MARC)

Northeastern	Vermont	Development	Association	(NVDA)

Two	Rivers-Ottauquechee	Regional	Commission	(TRORC)

Windham	Regional	Commission	(WRC)

U.S.	Highway	5	Bicycle	Corridor	Priority	Assessment	Survey

* 5.	Which	municipality	are	you	responding	on	behalf	of?

U.S.	Highway	5	Bicycle	Corridor	Priority	Assessment	Survey

* 6.	Is	your	organization	supportive	of	a	planning	study	related	to	a	future	bicycle	corridor	on

or	along	a	route	that	is	roughly	adjacent	to	U.S.	5?	

Please	note	that	while	project	funding	and	timeline	have	not	been	defined,	the	scale	of	this

effort	will	require	financial	support	in	the	form	of	local	investment	or	funding	match.	

Yes

No

U.S.	Highway	5	Bicycle	Corridor	Priority	Assessment	Survey

* 7.	Please	explain	why	your	organization	is	not	supportive	of	a	bicycle	corridor	on	or	along	a

route	that	is	roughly	adjacent	to	U.S.	5.	

U.S.	Highway	5	Bicycle	Corridor	Priority	Assessment	Survey
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* 8.	How	important	is	improving	bicycling	conditions	on	or	along	a	route	that	is	roughly

adjacent	to	U.S.	5.	in	your	town	or	region?	

Not	important

Somewhat	important

Very	important

U.S.	Highway	5	Bicycle	Corridor	Priority	Assessment	Survey

* 9.	How	would	you	anticipate	a	bicycle	corridor	on	or	along	a	route	that	is	roughly	adjacent

to	U.S.	5	to	be	used	in	your	town	or	region?

Please	choose	up	to	5	responses.	

Local	and/or	regional	transportation

Connection	to	local	destinations	(within

community)

Connection	regional	destinations	(nearby

communities)

Commute	to	and	from	place	of	employment

Connection	to	schools,	college,	and/or	university

Connection	to	restaurants	or	other	entertainment

For	grocery	or	other	shopping

Exercise	and	health

Socializing	or	community	building	events	and

activities

Access	to	outdoor	recreation	opportunities

Connection	to	existing	trail	networks	in	the

region

Other	(please	specify)

U.S.	Highway	5	Bicycle	Corridor	Priority	Assessment	Survey

* 10.	How	do	you	rate	present	bicycling	conditions	on	U.S.	5	in	your	town	or	region?

Poor

Fair

Excellent

U.S.	Highway	5	Bicycle	Corridor	Priority	Assessment	Survey
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* 11.	What	factors	currently	DISCOURAGE	bicycling	on	U.S.	5	in	your	town	or	region?

Please	choose	up	to	5	responses.	

Lack	of	connected	facilities	(multi-use	paths,

sidewalks	and	bicycle	lanes)

Deficient	or	unmaintained	facilities	(multi-use

paths,	sidewalks	or	bicycle	lanes)

Lack	of	information	about	existing	facilities

(multi-use	paths,	sidewalks	and	bicycle	lanes)

Unsure	of	safe	routes

Unsafe	street	crossings

Hazardous	or	unsafe	railroad	crossings

Steep	Hills

Destinations	are	too	far

Aggressive	motorist	behavior

Narrow	shoulders

Significant	vehicular	traffic	on	route

Lack	of	workplace	amenities	(showers,	bike

racks)

Lack	of	nearby	destinations

Personal	safety	concerns

Requires	a	high	level	of	fitness	to	bike	along

Route	5

Lack	of	bicycle	shops	in	the	region

Other	(please	specify)

U.S.	Highway	5	Bicycle	Corridor	Priority	Assessment	Survey

Location	1

Location	2

Location	3

Location	4

Location	5

* 12.	Thinking	about	your	town	or	region,	are	there	specific	destinations	you	feel	should	be

highlighted	and	incorporated	into	the	planning	and	development	of	a	bicycle	corridor

adjacent	to	U.S.	5.

Please	list	up	to	5	locations	below.	

U.S.	Highway	5	Bicycle	Corridor	Priority	Assessment	Survey
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Location	1

Location	2

Location	3

*	13.	Thinking	about	your	town	or	region,	are	there	specific	locations	along	U.S.	5	that	you

observe	significant	vehicular	traffic	and	would	benefit	from	additional	inquiry?

Please	list	up	to	3	locations	below.	

U.S.	Highway	5	Bicycle	Corridor	Priority	Assessment	Survey

Location	1

Location	2

Location	3

*	14.	Thinking	about	your	town	or	region,	are	there	specific	locations	along	U.S.	5	that	you

consider	particularly	dangerous?

Please	list	up	to	3	locations	below.	

U.S.	Highway	5	Bicycle	Corridor	Priority	Assessment	Survey

Location	1

Location	2

Location	3

*	15.	Thinking	about	your	town	or	region,	are	there	any	specific	locations	along	U.S.	5	that

you	observe	high	volumes	of	bicycle	and	pedestrian	activity?	

Please	list	up	to	3	locations	below.	

U.S.	Highway	5	Bicycle	Corridor	Priority	Assessment	Survey

*	16.	If	you	have	any	additional	comments	or	concerns,	please	feel	free	to	share	them	below.
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Appendix III: 
Survey Data
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TOWN MANAGER
SELECTMEN
(802) 226-7291

    TOWN CLERK
TOWN TREASURER 

(802) 226-7292 

P.O. BOX 126, 37 HIGH STREET
CAVENDISH, VERMONT 05142-0126

FAX (802) 226-7290

December 11, 2023

Vermont Agency of Transportation. 
Policy, Planning & Inter-modal Development Division, 

Attn: Lauren Masseria (she/her), Regional Planning Coordinator, 

Dear Lauren,

The Town of Cavendish Planning Commission strongly supports the Rt 5 Bicycle Corridor Study.  While 
not an abutting town, Cavendish is a cycling destination and has bike corridors connecting to surrounding 
towns. This study will certainly benefit the surrounding region. 

Sincerely,

For the Cavendish Planning Commission

Tim Calabrese
Tim Calabrese, Chair
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Lauren Masseria

Matthew Arancio

Regional Planning Coordination

Policy, Planning and Intermodal Development Division

Vermont Agency of Transportation

219 North Main Street, Barre, VT 05641

11/15/23 

Re:  Route 5 Bicycle Corridor survey

Dear Ms Masseria and Mr Arancio, 

Thank you for putting together the Route 5 Bicycle Corridor survey.  The Vermont Sierra Club supports

the creation of a Bicycle Corridor along US Route 5 for a better connection to our environment and 

improved access to our beautiful river valley for recreation, tourism, and economic benefits.  The 

corridor has the potential to be as popular as the Lamoille Valley Rail Trail, while also being accessible

for everyday use.  We hope the survey leads to the next steps for making the corridor a reality.

A corridor would also have many side benefits for safety, quality of life, place making, and meeting 

state energy and climate goals.  The corridor aligns with Sierra Club's Clean Transportation for All 

goals, and would help to promote a more equitable and resilient transportation network.

Recognizing the many year planning cycle for transportation projects, we urge VTrans to move 

forward with the next steps to have important clean transportation infrastructure available for use in 

time to meet Vermont's 2035 climate goals.  We applaud VTrans for this effort, and encourage and 

support your work to make Route 5 safer, more comfortable, and more enjoyable for all users.

Sincerely,

Karl Kemnitzer,  kkemvt@gmail.com

Sierra Club Vermont

cc:  Robb Kidd,  robb.kidd@sierraclub.org

Sierra Club

Vermont Conservation Program Manager

Page 44



“loop” 

New Hampshire’s 

Page 45



���o����Ï̄¹Ä�Ï�� ��#.Ï8Ï��CCNY#��Ïd�pYN{Ï}C~N�~NY�Ï8Ï�p�.���

~���C¹���p�.�������#�N�o��������#.�#�����������������Äd������������#�#����d��������������������������{���Ä����������. �¡ ���

¢£¤¥¦Ï§Ï̈¤©ª¦«¬­®Ï°±²³­́Ïµ³­®¶·̧º»¼³­³·̧º»¼½­·¾¿¬À±ÏÁÂÃÅÁÃÆÂÆÅÏÁÆÇÆÈÏÉÊ¬­ÇÏÊ ¼̧¼±·º̧ËÏÌ̧À·±́ÏÍ¼Î±ÃÎ±·�ÏµÌ̧À·±́½Ê ¼̧¼±·º̧¶�±·®­́³½¾­�¿Ï�­ÀÏ�­́�³Ï­	³±́Ï¾±³Ï±® º̧»Ï	·­®Ï³­®¶·̧º»¼³­³·̧º»¼½­·¾½ÏÌ±̧·́Ï
Î�Ï³Îº¼Ïº¼Ïº®�­·³̧́ ³
��
����Ï�
��
��Ï��Ï���Ï����Ï����� !���"Ï�$Ï�%&�'Ï��Ï%&�'"Ï(�%�""Ï)�(Ï$���*�&+�Ï��,Ï�$("�� �Ï"��,�$-/0Ï1234567Ï9Ï:3;<Ï45<3465=Ï>4?@Ï2ÏA55BÏ?>Ï@55D6E;Ï26=ÏF5G=ÏH0;0<;Ï06ÏI?34ÏA?6=54>3GÏ;<2<5JÏÏ1?H5Ï<K?;5ÏE?G=56L2@242MBÏ<455;JÏÏOIÏP5;<Ï=2IÏP5;0=5;ÏMG52406EÏ<420GÏ06Ï<K5ÏQRSÏA2;Ï>?4Ï;345Ï<K5ÏTÏ=2IÏ40=5Ï2G?6EÏA0<KÏU2MB05ÏV2;;06?26=ÏK54ÏM45AÏ?6Ï<K5Ï12@?0GG5ÏW2GG5IÏX20GZL420GÏ45P30G=JÏÏV42[IÏAK2<Ï<K5IÏ245Ï=?06EÏ06Ï;?Ï;K?4<Ï2Ï;\26Ï?>ÏD@5JÏ]6IA2I7Ï9ÏA26<5=Ï<?Ï<K26BÏI?3Ï>?4Ï<K5ÏM?@\45K56;0H5Ï;34H5IÏ45E24=06EÏX?3<5Ï̂JÏÏ9ÏA2;Ï2ÏG0_G5Ï654H?3;Ï2P?3<@56D?606EÏ<K5Ï@2<MKÏ>?4Ï2Ï\?;;0PG5Ï>3<345Ï;<3=IÏ<K0;Ï524GIÏ06Ï<K5Ï\4?M5;;7ÏP3<Ï1?M2GÏO?D?6Ï26=Ï<K5Ï̀\\54ÏW2GG5IL420GÏ]GG026M5Ï;5<Ï@5Ï2<Ï52;5Ï@?;<GIJÏÏ9ÏA0GGÏP5Ï;56=06EÏ?3<Ï26Ï5@20GÏ<?Ï?34ÏabbcÏ@5@P54;eM?6<2M<;Ï2G?6EÏ<K5Ï40H5426=Ï56M?342E5Ï<K5@Ï<?ÏM?6<2M<Ï<K504Ï5G5M<5=Ï?fM02G;Ï2P?3<ÏM?@\G5D6EÏ<K5Ï;34H5IJÏÏ]6=Ï>?4Ï<K5Ï;5MD?6Ï>4?@ÏgK0<5ÏX0H54ÏU36MD?6Ï<?Ïg5GG;ÏX0H54Ï9Ï<K06BÏ9hGGÏ;56=Ï2Ï\54;?62GÏ6?<5Ï<?Ï<K5Ï?fM02G;Ï6?D6E0<;Ï0@\?4<26M5Ï<?A24=ÏM?@\G5D6EÏ<K5ÏQ5AÏR6EG26=ÏX20GZL420GÏQ5<A?4BÏiÏAK0MKÏ360<5;Ï<K5ÏcÏ;<2<5;ÏH02Ï<K5Ï@?;<0@@0656<Ï<420GÏ4?3<5;Ï\?;;0PG5JÏÏK_\;jeeAAAJ420G;<?<420G;J?4Ee?34ZA?4Be<420G62D?6e65A56EG26=eÏLK5ÏQ5<A?4BÏ0;ÏklmÏ<420G7ÏX?3<5Ï̂ÏP506EÏ<K5ÏG?6E5;<Ï;5MD?6Ï?>Ï4?2=ÏP0B06EJÏÏÏÏLK5ÏVLÏX0H54ÏU?06<ÏV?@@0;;0?6;<5MK60M2GGIÏK?3;5Ï<K5Ï45@626<;Ï?>Ïn/g]h;Ï?G=ÏVLÏX0H54ÏqIA2IÏ>4?@ÏgK0<5ÏX0H54ÏUM<JÏ<?Ïg5GG;ÏX0H547Ï26=ÏAK0G5Ï<K5IK2H5ÏG56<Ï<K504ÏG?E?Ï<?Ï?34Ï5r?4<7Ï<K5IÏ=?6h<ÏK2H5ÏD@5Ï<?ÏP5Ï\4?2MDH5JÏÏ9Ï2E206Ï6?DM5=Ï26Ï?G=Ï;0E6Ï?6ÏX?3<5Ï̂Ï?6@IÏ=40H5ÏK?@5JÏÏsG3;7Ï;?@5Ï?>Ï<K5ÏH0;0<?4;ÏM56<54;Ï;DGGÏK2H5Ï<K5Ï\406<5=Ï@2<5402G;JÏÏÏÏÏ9ÏK?\5Ï5H56Ï0>Ï<K5Ï;34H5IÏ45;\?6;5Ï0;6h<Ï;<4?6EÏ>?4Ï<K5Ï56D45ÏbllÏ@0G5;7Ï<K2<Ï0>ÏM54<206Ï;5MD?6;Ï245Ï06<545;<5=7\54K2\;Ï2Ï;5MD?6ÏM26ÏK2H5Ï2Ï;@2GG54Ï;<3=IÏ26=Ï2M<Ï2;Ï2Ï@?=5GJÏÏÏÏÏÏÏt?Ï<K5ÏXsuh;ÏK2H5Ï2Ï=52=G065Ï<?Ï=0;<40P3<5Ï<K5Ï;34H5IvÏÏ9;Ï<K2<ÏQ?HÏawvÏÏL2B5ÏM2457ÏL?@JÏÏÏL?@Ïx5y<?6t045M<?47ÏQ?4<K52;<ÏX5E0?6X20G;Z<?ZL420G;ÏV?6;54H26MIwawẐabZwbẑ<?@|420G;<?<420G;J?4EÏ
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Hello 
The town of Newbury is very excited about Vtrans Rte. 5 Bicycle Corridor Project, and would like 
more information, updates and be put on the “To Do List” as this project moves forward. 

I would like to introduce myself: Michael Thomas I live in the Village of Wells River, a small village 
on the Rte. 5 corridor in the north eastern part of the town of Newbury, Vt. 
Like many volunteers I wear many hats, 

• Trustee for the Village of Wells River
• Chair of Newbury Conservation Commission www.newburyconservation.org
• Chair of Cross Vermont Trail Association       www.crossvermont.org

A little History of why I am so excited about the Rte. 5 Bicycle Corridor Project. 
In 2022 as a member of the Cross Vermont Trail Assocision-CVTA I started reaching out to folks from 
the Lamoille Valley Rail Trail to work on creating a link between LVRT in Danville Vermont and the 
CVT in Wells River following the  Historic Bayley Hazen Road where we could. I am now working 
with folks from Newbury, Ryegate, Barnet, Peacham and Danville on this project. To complete the loop 
of this project I also talked  about working with Vtrans to make the Rte. 5 Bicycle Friendly. 
As I started to reach out to Vtrans “Boom” there it was the Rte. 5 Corridor project coming to life from 
the State. 
I would like to become more involved with the state efforts. And I will be lobbing the state to make the 
Rte. 5 Corridor between Wells River Village and St. Johnsbury the starting point for this project. 
Because this section of Rte. 5 has all the ingredients in place to make this project successful, 
and the folks running the show “Look Good”.   

 Why the Wells River Village to St. Johnsbury Rte.5 corridor is the perfect starting point. 
• Lamoille Valley Rail Trail. This Vtrans is very familiar with.
• Cross Vermont Trail: A multi-use path the width of Vermont following the Winooski River and

Wells River form Lake Champlain in Burlington to the Connecticut River in Wells River
Village. A trail inviting to all, interconnecting Village Centers, Schools, Parks and the wild
areas between. CVT has qualified for listing as a member of the Vermont Trails System and
Nations Recreation Trail.

• Cross New Hampshire Adventure Trail www.xnhat.ort   Travel 83 miles across Northern New
Hampshire on Rail trails, dirt roads, bike paths and quiet paved back-roads that have been
linked together along river valleys and through the northern White Mt. Region of the state.

Note: this trail starts in Woodsville, N.H which is just across the Connecticut River from Wells River 
Village, Vermont. 

• Rte. 5 from Wells River Village to St. Johnsbury is a rural road. Because of the proximity to I-
91 most folks traveling  between take Interstate 91. This means the traffic on Rte. 5 is light and
perfect for Bicycling.      Scenic and Safe.

• Economic Development: Located at the southern end of the “Northeast Kingdom” this area
from St. Johnsbury south to Wells River Village is often overlooked.

This is a short overview of the Rte. 5 Corridor project and why it is so important to this area. Please 
feel free to pass this letter along to any and all involved with this project so we can make contact.   

Thank You  Michael Thomas       Contact info    mikethom1@charter.net 802-757-3960 
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Some people who received this message don't often get email from thomasvillars65@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

From: Arancio, Matthew
To: Thomas Villars; Masseria, Lauren (she/her)
Subject: RE: Route 5 bike lane
Date: Monday, November 27, 2023 3:16:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Hi Thomas,

Thank you for your feedback regarding the Route 5 Bike Corridor Priority Assessment Survey!

I wanted to let you know that we’ve concluded the survey and are analyzing the results. We’ve also
been saving emails related to this effort and have added yours to our folder for additional context in
our final summary document.

Thank you again!

Matthew Arancio | Planning Manager | he, him, his
Policy, Planning & Research Section
Policy, Planning & Intermodal Development Division
Vermont Agency of Transportation 
219 North Main Street, Barre, VT 05641
802-793-7489 | matthew.arancio@vermont.gov
http://vtrans.vermont.gov

From: Thomas Villars <thomasvillars65@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 11:37 AM
To: Arancio, Matthew <Matthew.Arancio@vermont.gov>; Masseria, Lauren (she/her)
<Lauren.Masseria@vermont.gov>
Subject: Route 5 bike lane

EXTERNAL SENDER: Do not open attachments or click on links unless you recognize and trust the
sender.

Hi -

I bike on Route 5 several times a week, mainly between White River Junction and Fairlee, VT,
but have ridden it end to end a few times, too. I would much favor having wider shoulders
instead of a separate bike lane if you asking. Why? A wider shoulder generally will stay a lot
cleaner and rideable than a separate bike lane. I've been on too many bike lanes that have been
vandalized with broken glass and other items and those things end up just staying on the lanes.
Cars tend to help keep the shoulders cleaner with their tires and wind blowing things off the
road a bit.

Thanks,

Thomas Villars

Norwich, VT
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