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Overview 

• Part 1 – Context and Planning Efforts
• Part 2 – Complete Streets, Projects, Expenditures
• Part 3 – Safety, VT State Standards and Future state/wrap up



Part 3 – Safety, Revise the VT 
State Standards and Future 

Direction

JON KAPLAN – BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN COORDINATOR

KEVIN MARSHIA – ASSET MANAGEMENT BUREAU DIRECTOR
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Safety – Pedestrian Crashes
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Safety Data – Crashes involving people bicycling
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Safety – Laws protecting people walking or 
bicycling
• Vulnerable User defined:

23 VSA §4(81) "Vulnerable user" means a pedestrian; an 
operator of highway building, repair, or maintenance equipment or 
of agricultural equipment; a person operating a wheelchair or 
other personal mobility device, whether motorized or not; a 
person operating a bicycle or other nonmotorized means of 
transportation (such as roller skates, rollerblades, or roller skis); or 
a person riding, driving, or herding an animal.
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Safety – Laws protecting people walking or 
bicycling
• Pass VRUs with “due care”
• May not “throw any object” at a 

VRU
• Motorists must yield to pedestrians 

in crosswalks
• Bicyclists have same rights and 

responsibilities as motorists
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Safety – Integration with other initiatives

• Strategic Highway Safety Plan – VRU focus area

Objective to reduce fatalities and serious injuries by the 
percentages noted.
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Safety – Integration with other initiatives

• FHWA is requiring all state DOTs to conduct a Vulnerable 
Road User Safety Assessment

• Assessment of VRU safety and plan to improve safety

• Data driven

• “Prioritize VRU safety in all Federal highway investments”
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Pedestrian Safety Trends
Nationally, pedestrian safety is being highlighted

During this time, the rates of both driving and 
walking to work remained the same.



What Makes Bicycling Safe?

•Quality Infrastructure
•Slow vehicle speeds
•Education of all road users
•Enforcement



Education - Safestreets.Vermont.gov



Education - VTrans Safety Publications



Outreach

• Facebook messages

• Twitter

• VT Highway Safety Alliance

• VT Department of Health



Partnerships – Local Motion

• BikeSmart on-bike training –
50+ Schools/organizations

• Safe Routes to School – 30+ 
Schools

• Everyday bike training – 20+ 

events

• Broad outreach/social media



Local Motion – By the Numbers

• Bike Smart – 10,000 students 
per year

• Safe Routes to School – 8,000 
– 10,000 community members

• Everyday Bicycling – 400 
people a year



Watch For Me VT – VDH Project
• Provide  a  he lp line , toolkits, pub lica tions, tra in ings 

and consu lta tions to  support com m unity in itia tives

• Series of sa fe ty videos

• Assist in  the  Stra tegic Highway Safe ty Plan  on  
Pedestrian  and  b icycle  sa fe ty

• Have  reached  14,000+ peop le  in  past year. In  th is 
past gran t year, 7,967 peop le  visited  the  website s 
by the  p rogram  a t VDH – Safe  Stree ts VT, Sm art 
Stree ts VT and  the  Road  User Safe ty Page .



VTrans YouTube Channel

• Use of Green Bike Lanes

• Safety at pedestrian signals



Ebikes
•Class 1 – Pedal Assist, max. 
assist at 20 MPH
•Class 2 – Throttle option, 
max. assist at 20 MPH
•Class 3 - Pedal Assist, max. 
assist at 28 MPH (≥ 16 to ride)



Ebikes and Safety

•Developing a hanger provided 
free to bike shops spring 2023
•Research best practices for 
safety education
•Consider the impact of Ebikes
on design e.g. wider lanes



Grant Opportunities for Municipalities

•Bicycle and Pedestrian Program

•Transportation Alternatives

•Downtown Transportation Fund

•Better Connections

•Town Highway Grants

21
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Update to the VT State Standards
• What are the VSS and how do they relate to bike/ped

• 2022 T-Bill requires VTrans to report on a plan

• Basis will be M2D2 (outcome of Smart Growth America 
effort in 2015)

• Will rely heavily on current national guidance (AASHTO 
Green Book, NACTO, FHWA, etc.)

• Goal is integrating all design guidance into single document
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Conclusion re: Integration across Agency

• How do these different pieces fit together

• What does it look like moving forward?
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Questions / Comments?
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