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(1) STATE’S ATTORNEYS: BIG PICTURE
Upon requests from the House Commitee on Judiciary and the House Commitee on Appropria�ons, the Department 

of State’s Atorneys and Sheriffs (“SAS or the Department”) received data from the Judiciary on December 10, 2023. Members 
of the Office of the Execu�ve Director of the Department and members of the Execu�ve Commitee of State’s Atorneys have 
examined the 12/10/23 data to evaluate the caseloads of SAS staff as well as the work occurring at the county level by SAS 
atorneys, vic�m advocates, and administra�ve staff.  

SAS atorneys handle 99% of criminal-jus�ce and the vast majority of family-juvenile jus�ce cases in Vermont. Current 
staffing levels at the county level are insufficient to support, review, prosecute, or otherwise dispose of the over 26,000 
pending cases (of which, roughly, 21,500 are criminal).  

During the 2023 legisla�ve session, and in discussions with legislators in prepara�on for the 2024 legisla�ve session, 
SAS staff and legislators discussed increasing staffing to reduce the average caseload of SAS atorneys and SAS vic�m 
advocates.1 It should be noted that there is a difference between “caseload” and “workload.” “Workload” can never be fully 
accounted for with “caseload” data alone. That said, average caseload data is essen�al in understanding the work of SAS staff. 

 Criminal-Only SAS Atorney Caseload Average. As of 12/10/23 there were 21,539 pending SAS-related “criminal-only” cases.2

21,539 divided by [14 State’s Atorneys plus 58 DSAs] results in an average criminal-only caseload of:
o 299.15.

 Family-Criminal-Civil SAS Atorney Caseload Average. As of 12/10/23 for all SAS case types (excluding Appeals, ERPOs, and
investigation related work), there were 26,039 pending cases. There is a dis�nc�on between SAS criminal-only cases and SAS cases
for all case types. As of 12/10/23 for all pending SAS case types, the statewide SAS atorney average was:

o 361.652

 SAS Vic�m Advocate Caseload Average. The current es�mated average caseload for SAS vic�m advocates:
o 665.

SAS recommends that lawmakers provide adequate resources to assist the Department in reducing the workload 
amongst SAS atorneys, vic�m advocates, and administra�ve staff. See below for county specific caseload data. In response to a 
request from Representa�ve Trevor Squirrell on December 22, 2023, SAS recommended a 230 to 250 average per SAS 
atorney. That said, any increase in staffing/resources allocated to the Department will assist in beter addressing the many 
thousands of pending cases assigned to SAS staff. 

The �me that it takes to prosecute or otherwise manage or dispose of each case varies depending on the facts and 
circumstances (misdemeanor, felony, multiple victims, multiple witness, expert testimony etc.) but each defendant and each 
vic�m deserves to know that Vermont prosecutors will have the �me, resources, and staff to carefully review each case in the 
interest of jus�ce. Increasing SAS staffing (atorneys, vic�m advocates [see estimates above and below], and administra�ve 
staff [see workflow graphic in the appendix]) will lead to more prudent outcomes and heightened pursuit of administra�on of 
jus�ce. More �me to allocate to each case per/staff will result in a more thorough approach and review of each case.  

1 During a hearing of the House Commitee on Appropria�ons held on December 19, 2023, legislators expressed concern about rising crime, as noted by 
CSG and FBI data, and SAS staff burnout. 

2 21,539 is the total of pending criminal division cases likely assigned to SAS atorneys, which excludes the criminal cases known to be assigned to known to 
be assigned to AGO atorneys. Pending “criminal” data does not include cases in the Family Division (CHINS, ERPOS, Juvenile Delinquency, Youthful Offender) 
or the Civil Division (e.g., PCRs) assigned to SAS ATTYS. Pending criminal data also does not include appeals or inves�ga�on related workload. 
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 Research concerning na�onal best prac�ces suggests:

o That “prosecutors should not handle more than 150 felonies or 400 misdemeanors per year.”3 And, in Vermont 
SAS prosecutors handle much more than criminal cases.

o SAS Atorneys are assigned to handle 99% of cases in the Criminal Division (Felonies, Fish and Wildlife, and 
Misdemeanors) but are also assigned to a large volume of cases in the Family Division (e.g., CHINS, Juvenile 
Delinquencies, YO cases, and ERPOs), as well as complex case types in the Civil Division (e.g., PCRs). Further SAS 
staff also handles the majority of criminal division appeals and a number of family division appeals.

 Pending data fails to account for:

o The ac�ve and resource intensive work for unsolved cases and inves�ga�on-related ac�vi�es. SAS assists in 
many thousands of inves�ga�on-related requests each year (Search Warrants, Inquests, Subpoena Duces 
Tecum, and NTOs).

o SAS also provides legal advice to law enforcement concerning case review and legal ques�ons that arise 
roadside, during criminal inves�ga�ons, and calls for service. SAS has on-call prosecutors 24/7 who provide 
support 365 days each year at all hours of the day and night to law enforcement officers in the field. 99% of the 
inves�ga�on-related prosecutorial workload and on-call support is staffed and resourced by SAS (not captured 
by pending criminal data).

 Crime is on the rise in Vermont:
o As noted in Representa�ve Mar�n LaLonde’s December 19, 20234 presenta�on to the House Commitee on 

Appropria�ons and the Governor’s State of the State on January 4, 2024, upon a review of FBI Data (current 
through 2022) presented by CSG, violent crime is on the rise in Vermont and trending upwards in many 
categories.

o SAS is currently prosecu�ng over 80 murder/atempted murder cases in Vermont courts. Murder and 
atempted murder cases have been filed and are pending in every county except Essex and Grand Isle. The 
complexity and seriousness of pending crimes in Vermont courts as well as the ongoing inves�ga�ons rela�ng 
to unsolved cases and cases yet to be charged are stretching SAS resources thin. As of 12/10/23, there were 
211 pending cases under the following offense types: all forms of murder and atempted murder, including 1st, 
2nd; manslaughter and atempts, death resul�ng, and agg assaults.

o SAS is responding to mul�ple points of community crisis: a housing emergency leaving many people 
unhoused; community level crimes against property, businesses, cars, and persons; drug-related crime; 
increasing crime amongst younger offenders; domes�c violence; child abuse; sexual assault; an overdose/
opioid epidemic; increasing gun violence; and repeat offenders who fail to abide by court orders. Both low-
level and serious crime are on the rise, and it is taking too long for cases to reach final disposi�on.

3 See Northwestern University School of Law. “THE STATE (NEVER) RESTS: HOW EXCESSIVE PROSECUTORIAL CASELOADS HARM CRIMINAL DEFENDANTS.” 
2011 (emphasis added); see also Prosecutor Workload Report (centerforjus�ceresearch.org). 
4 See weblink here: Appropria�ons Public Safety Presenta�on (Rep. Mar�n LaLonde, 12/19/23). 

https://www.centerforjusticeresearch.org/lp/prosecutor-workload-report#:%7E:text=Prosecutors%20face%20similar%20demands%20and%20time%20constraints%2C%20handling,1%2C000felony%20cases%20per%20year%20%28Gershowitz%20%26%20Killinger%2C%202011%29.
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2024/WorkGroups/House%20Appropriations/FY%202024%20Budget%20Adjustment/December%20Meeting/W%7EMartin%20LaLonde%7EAppropriations%20Public%20Safety%20Presentation%7E12-19-2023.pdf
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CURRENT STATE’S ATTORNEY & DEPUTY STATE’S ATTORNEY STAFFING BY COUNTY AS 
OF 12/28/23  

(14 State’s Atorneys and 58 Deputy State’s Atorneys for a total of 72 total SAS Atorneys managing over 26,000 
cases). 

o Addison: (1 SA) (2 DSAs)

o Bennington: (1 SA) (5 DSAs)

o Caledonia: (1 SA) (4 DSAs)

o Chitenden: (1 SA) (14 SAs)

o Essex: (1 SA)

o Franklin: (1 SA) (5 DSAs)

o Grand Isle: (1 SA)

o Lamoille: (1 SA) (1 DSA)

o Orange: (1 SA) (1 DSA)

o Orleans: (1 SA) (4 DSAs)

o Rutland: (1 SA) (6 DSAs)

o Washington: (1 SA) (6 DSAs)

o Windham: (1 SA) (5 DSAs)

o Windsor: (1 SA) (5 DSAs)

 Criminal-Only SAS Atorney Caseload Average. As of 12/10/23 there were 21,539 pending SAS-related “criminal-only” cases.5

21,539 divided by [14 State’s Atorneys plus 58 DSAs] results in an average criminal-only caseload of:
o 299.15.

 Family-Criminal-Civil SAS Atorney Caseload Average. As of 12/10/23 for all SAS case types (excluding Appeals, ERPOs, and
investigation related work), there were 26,039 pending cases. There is a dis�nc�on between SAS criminal-only cases and SAS cases
for all case types. As of 12/10/23 for all pending SAS case types, the statewide SAS atorney average was:

o 361.652

 SAS Vic�m Advocate Caseload Average. The current es�mated average caseload for SAS vic�m advocates:
o 665.

5 21,539 is the total of pending criminal division cases likely assigned to SAS attorneys, which excludes the criminal cases known to be assigned to known to 
be assigned to AGO attorneys. Pending “criminal” data does not include cases in the Family Division (CHINS, ERPOS, Juvenile Delinquency, Youthful 
Offender) or the Civil Division (e.g., PCRs) assigned to SAS attorneys. Pending criminal data also does not include appeals or inves�ga�on related workload. 
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(2) ALL* SAS CASE TYPES
Chart 1. SNAPSHOT OF PENDING CASES FOR ALL SAS CASE TYPES6 

(Criminal, Family (excluding ERPOS), and Civil cases (excluding Appeals)) 

 The total number of pending SAS-related cases, as of 12/10/23, was 26,039.7 As noted above, for pending SAS case
types, excluding Appeals, ERPOs, and inves�ga�on related work, the statewide SAS atorney average is: 361.652
(26,039/72). The snapshot below includes Family Division maters (CHINS, Juvenile Delinquency, Youthful Offender,
excluding ERPOS); some Civil Division maters assigned to SAS (including PCRs); and Criminal Division maters (Felonies,
Fish and Wildlife, and Misdemeanors). Data excludes pending Appeals.

 Takeaways concerning all SAS case types, excluding ERPOS and APPEALS, as of 12/10/23:
o (Criminal) Misdemeanors: 14,772 (note VT is one of the only states where the misdemeanor cut-off is the 2-year penalty,

most states have the 1-year cut-off); Felonies: 6748; Fish and Game: 99; Murders: 83 (includes atempts);8

o (Civil) PCRs: 76; (Family) Juvenile Delinquencies: 1,273; YO: 517; CHINS D (truancy): 172;  CHINS C (without or beyond
control of the p/g/c): 147; CHINS B (neglect): 1,484; and, CHINS A: 85 (abandoned or abused by p/g/c).

6 Data does not include appeals and inves�ga�on related workload. 

7 It is es�mated that SAS staff are assigned to 99% of the cases in the Criminal Division, to the majority of Family cases and PCRs in the Civil Division. 
Note, data obtained from the Judiciary does not include TPR cases, staffed by AGO. 26,039 is the total if you remove the criminal cases assigned to AGO. 
Pending cases, obtained from Judiciary data includes Criminal division, Family division, and Civil division case types where SAS staff are likely to be 
assigned in the Vermont Superior Court. Again, data obtained from the Judiciary does not include appeals, ERPOS, and inves�ga�on related work. 

8 83 was as of 12/10/23. It is believed that the number is now 82. 
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 Chart 2. STATEWIDE 9 PENDING SAS CASELOAD CHART FOR ALL CASE TYPES: RANKED BY 
AVERAGE CASELOAD BY COUNTY  

(Criminal, Family (excluding ERPOS), and Civil cases (excluding Appeals))  

COUNTY 
(SAS ATTY 
POSITIONS IN 
SAO) 

STATE’S 
ATTORNEY 

DEPUTY 
STATE’S 
ATTORNEYS 
(DSAS) 

AVERAGE 
CASELOAD 
PER SAS ATTY 
AS OF 
12/10/23  

TOTAL PENDING 
CASES AS OF 12/10/23 
(INCLUDES SAS FAMILY, 
CRIMINAL, AND CIVIL CASE 
TYPES, EXCLUDING 
APPEALS, ERPOS, AND 
INVESTIGATION RELATED 
WORKLOAD) 

PENDING 
CASELOAD BY 
RANK 
ACCORDING 
TO AVERAGE 
ATTY 
CASELOAD  

NOTES:  
 
 
 

Lamoille 
(2 SAS ATTYS) 

1 1 573.5 1,147 
 

1 3 pending murder 
cases. 
 

Windham 
(6 SAS ATTYS) 

1 5 476.33 2,858 
 

2 6 pending murder 
cases. 
 

Franklin 
(6 SAS ATTYS) 

1 5 450 2,705 
 

3 4 pending murder 
cases.  
 

Rutland  
(7 SAS ATTYS) 

1 6 424.42 2,971 
 

4 5 pending murder 
cases.  
 

Orleans  
(5 SAS ATTYS) 

1 4 402 2,010 5 8 pending murder 
cases. 
 

Caledonia  
(5 SAS ATTYS) 

1 4 388.2 1,941 
 

6 9 pending murder 
cases. 
 

Bennington 
(6 SAS ATTYS) 

1 5 357.66 2,146 
 

7 16 pending murder 
cases. 
 

Addison 
(3 SAS ATTYS) 

1 2 354 1,062 
 

8 3 pending murder 
cases. 
 

Orange  
(2 SAS ATTYS) 

1 1 333 666 
 

9 2 pending murder 
cases.  
 

Essex 
(1 SAS ATTY) 

1 0 322 322 
 

10 Part �me SA.  

Washington 
(7 SAS ATTYS) 

1 6 296.85 2,078 
 

11 4 pending murder 
cases. 
 

Chitenden 
(15 SAS ATTYS) 

1 14 290.9 4,364 
 

12 20 pending murder 
cases. 

Windsor 
(6 SAS ATTYS) 

1 5 277.833 1,667 
 

13 3 pending murder 
cases. 
 

Grand Isle (1 SAS 
ATTY) 

1 0 182 182 
 

14 Part �me SA.  

 
9 Excluding appeals and inves�ga�ons workload. 
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(3) CRIMINAL-ONLY SAS CASES
Chart 3. SNAPSHOT OF PENDING CRIMINAL-ONLY CASES 

 21,619 pending “criminal”10 cases are related to 13,216 persons.
o Repeat Offenses: Of those persons with pending cases, 3,485 defendants had two or more dockets and

represented 12,688 pending criminal dockets (of the total pending 21,619 dockets). Meaning, nearly 60%
(58.68%) of pending criminal dockets involve people with two or more dockets—alleged to have commited
repeated criminal conduct (a docket may, typically, include mul�ple individual counts).

o Misdemeanors:11 14,772 (note VT is one of the only states where the misdemeanor cut-off is the 2-year
penalty, most states have the 1-year cut-off). Felonies: 6,748 (83 pending murder cases, including attempt).

o Retail the�: 1,596 pending “retail” dockets. See below for all the pending dockets that include “retail” in the
literal charge. Note, as with any filed information, a docket may have mul�ple counts, meaning that there may
be many more counts of retail the� (e.g., you could have a 5-count information with 5 counts of retail theft in a
single docket/case). Likely most retail the� cases are charged as a misdemeanor.

o Failure to Appear Arrest Warrants (FTA Aws): 5,023 (1/1/23-12/29/23).

10 “Criminal” only data DOES NOT include Appeals, Family Division maters (CHINS, Juvenile Delinquency, Youthful Offender, ERPOs), or Civil Division maters 

assigned to SAS (e.g., PCRs). 

11 Total counts for Violations of Conditions of Release (VCRs) (as of 1/9/24): 4605. Counts are distinct from dockets. 
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 PENDING CRIMINAL-ONLY CASE DATA DOES NOT INCLUDE:  
o PCRS (Postconvic�on Relief) (civil division),  
o ERPOS (civil mater handled in the family division), 
o CHINS (family division),  
o JUVENILE DELINQUENCIES (family division),  
o YO CASES, (family division), 
o SEARCH WARRANTS, INQUESTS, NTOS, SUBPOENAS DT, 
o CASE REVIEW, 
o THE ACTIVE AND RESOURCE INTENSIVE WORK FOR UNSOLVED CASES AND INVESTIGATION RELATED 

ACTIVITIES, 
o PRE-CHARGE AND POST-CHARGED CASES BEING MONITORED OR PENDING, 
o  (THOSE APPEALS PENDING AT THE SUPREME COURT). 

 
 PENDING CRIMINAL-ONLY CASE DATA DOES INCLUDE:  (Note “inac�ve” is a misnomer.) 

o ADULT DIVERSION CASES and ADULT TAMARACK CASES,  
o ADULT PENDING EVALS (COMP EVALS) (nearly 400 pending as of 12/10/23),  
o ONH CASES and OH CASES,  
o VOPs,  
o ARREST WARRANTS,  
o ACTIVE / ACTIVE PRETRIAL / ACTIVE READY FOR TRIAL / ACTIVE UNDER ADVISEMENT / ACTIVE READY FOR 

SENTENCE, 
o TREATMENT COURT CASES, 
o PRE-ARRAINGMENT (docketed but not yet arraigned), 
o SOME POST-JUDGMENT CASES. 
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Chart 4. REPEAT CRIMINAL OFFENSES 

 

 

 Data in chart above represents defendants with two or more pending dockets. Note a docket may include mul�ple 
counts.  

 As noted above, the 3,485 people with 12,688 pending dockets are those defendants with two or more pending 
dockets. Meaning of the 21,619 pending criminal dockets – 12,688 relate to 3,485 persons. As such, nearly 60% of 
pending cases are persons alleged to have commited repeated criminal conduct.   
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Chart 5. REPEAT CRIMINAL OFFENSES, SNAPSHOT TOP 20 PERSONS WITH MULTIPLE 
PENDING CRIMINAL DOCKETS 

 The chart below is snapshot of the top 20 persons with mul�ple pending dockets (pending dockets are in the column 
on the right and represent a total of 558 dockets amongst 20 persons).  
 

 The data below represents those persons with the top 20 highest pending dockets as of 12/10/23.  
o A defendant in Windham has 74 pending dockets.  
o A defendant in Bennington has 47 pending  dockets.  
o A defendant in Chitenden has 41 pending dockets.  
o A defendant has 13 pending dockets in Washington, 9 in Chitenden, and 7 in Caledonia.  
o A defendant has 27 pending dockets in Rutland and one pending docket in Addison.  
o In Rutland there are three defendants with over 20 pending dockets.  
o In Windham there are five defendants with 20 or more pending dockets. 
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Chart 6. SNAPSHOT OF PENDING CRIMINAL-ONLY CASES 
ASSIGNED TO SAS ATTORNEYS 

 As of 12/10/23 there were 21,539 pending SAS-related “criminal” cases.12 21,539 divided by (14 State’s Atorneys plus
58 Depu�es) results in an average criminal caseload of 299.15.

o To achieve an average caseload of 250 “criminal” cases per SAS atorney, there would need to be 86 total SAS
atorney posi�ons at the county level (21,539 / 86  = 250.45). As such, 14 new atorneys would need to be
hired to achieve a caseload of 250 criminal cases per SAS atorney.

o To achieve an average caseload of 230 “criminal” cases per SAS atorney, there would need to be 93 SAS
atorney posi�ons (21,539 / 92  = 231.601). As such, 21 new atorneys would need to be hired to achieve a
caseload of 230 criminal cases per SAS atorney.

12 21,539 is the total of pending criminal division cases likely assigned to SAS atorneys, which excludes the criminal cases known to be assigned to known to 
be assigned to AGO atorneys. Pending “criminal” data does not include cases in the Family Division (CHINS, ERPOS, Juvenile Delinquency, Youthful Offender) 
or the Civil Division (e.g., PCRs) assigned to SAS ATTYS. Pending criminal data also does not include appeals or inves�ga�on related workload. 

It was noted at the Joint Hearing of 1/10/2024 that: 10-14 Deputy State's Attorneys, 6 Victim Advocates, and 8 Administrative staff would assist the 
Department in reducing SAS staff workloads and reduce attorney and victim advocate caseloads. 10-14 Deputy State's Attorneys would assist the 
Department in reducing the criminal-only caseloads (as of current data) of SAS attorneys (to achieve 250-275 criminal cases per attorney).
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Chart 7. PENDING “CRIMINAL-ONLY” SAS CASELOAD CHART: 
RANKED BY ORDER OF AVERAGE CRIMINAL CASELOAD BY 

COUNTY 
 PENDING “CRIMINAL ONLY” CASES: 21,539.13 Data in the charts below DOES NOT include Appeals, Family Division 

maters (CHINS, Juvenile Delinquency, Youthful Offender, ERPOs), or Civil Division maters assigned to SAS (e.g., PCRs). 

COUNTY 
(SAS ATTY 
POSITIONS IN 
SAO) 

STATE’S 
ATTORNEY 

DEPUTY 
STATE’S 
ATTORNEYS 
(DSAS) 

PENDING 
CRIMINAL 
CASELOAD 
AVERAGE 
AS OF 
12/10/23  

TOTAL 
PENDING 
CRIMINAL 
CASES AS OF 
12/10/23 

PENDING 
CRIMINAL 
CASELOAD RANK 
ACCORDING TO 
AVERAGE ATTY 
CASELOAD  

NOTES:  
 

Lamoille  
(2 SAS ATTYS) 

1 1 488 976 1 3 pending murder cases. 
 

Windham 
(6 SAS ATTYS) 

1 5 418.833 2513 2 6 pending murder cases. 
 

Rutland  
(7 SAS ATTYS) 

1 6 357.6 2503 3 5 pending murder cases.  

Orleans  
(5 SAS ATTYS) 

1 4 352.8 1764 4 8 pending murder cases. 
 

Caledonia  
(5 SAS ATTYS) 

1 4 332.6 1663 5 9 pending murder cases. 
 

Bennington 
(6 SAS ATTYS) 

1 5 312.2 1873 6 16 pending murder cases. 
 

Franklin 
(6 SAS ATTYS) 

1 5 289.3 1736 7 4 pending murder cases.  
 

Orange  
(2 SAS ATTYS) 

1 1 288 576 8 2 pending murder cases.  
 

Essex 
(1 SAS ATTY) 

1 0 287 287 9 Part �me SA. No pending 
murder cases. 
 

Chitenden 
(15 SAS ATTYS) 

1 14 247.3 3710 10 20 pending murder cases. 
 

Windsor 
(6 SAS ATTYS) 

1 5 246.5 1479 11  
3 pending murder cases. 
 

Addison 
(3 SAS ATTYS) 

1 2 246 738 12 3 pending murder cases. 
 

Washington 
(7 SAS ATTYS) 

1 6 238.6 1670 13 Note: 4 pending murder 
cases. 
 

Grand Isle 
(1 SAS ATTY) 

1 0 131 131 14 Part �me SA. No pending 
murder cases.  

 
13 21,539 is the total of pending criminal division cases assigned to SAS atorneys, which excludes the criminal cases known to be assigned to known to be 
assigned to AGO atorneys.  
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Chart 8. CRIMINAL-ONLY CASES BY SAS-PROSECUTORS w/OVER 300 CASES (12/10/23 data) 
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Retail The� Data (12/10/23) 

 

Diversion Data (2023) 

 

(FTA Warrants) 
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Chart 9. SAS VICTIM ADVOCATE AVERAGE CASELOAD ESTIMATES 

SAS Vic�m Advocates are cri�cal posi�ons in Vermont’s efforts to ensure that vic�ms’ rights are protected, and services 
are accounted for.14 It should be noted that some advocates in Vermont carry a caseload far greater than 700. Because Vermont 
has legislated that SAS Vic�m Advocates have a substan�al amount of responsibility; our state must invest in adequate staffing 
of Vic�m Advocates. The current es�mated caseload for SAS vic�m advocates: 665/per SAS VA. 

 

 
 

 
14 See “System-based vic�m advocates iden�fy resources and barriers to suppor�ng crime vic�ms,” 
(weblink  htps://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/ar�cles/PMC9837801/pdf/nihms-1860998.pdf) (“Frequently advocates carry a caseload between 400 and 700 
cases a year, making it impossible to provide the level of rela�onship building and care needed.”). 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9837801/pdf/nihms-1860998.pdf
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(4) DECREASING TIME TO DISPOSITION & CASELOAD 
MANAGMENT  

Statewide Criminal Clearance Rate Data Through December By County (Below) 

 

Statewide Criminal Clearance Rate Data Through November (Below) 

 

Statewide Juvenile Clearance Rate Data Through November (Below) 
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APPENDIX 1. (SAS ADMIN WORKFLOW) 
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APPENDIX 2. (ACTIVE SERIOUS/MAJOR VIOLENCE CASES BY COUNTY) (211) 

Offense types: ac�ve homicide/murder related cases (homicide, all forms of murder and atempts, including 1st, 2nd), including 
manslaughter and atempts, all forms of death resul�ng, and agg assaults). Excludes sexual assault cases and other violent 

offense types. 
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Total Count: (211) 
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APPENDIX 3. BAIL/VCRS: COMMUNTIY EXPECTATIONS V. REALITY 
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APPENDIX 4. PENDING VCRS AS OF 1/9/2024 

CONFIDENTIAL VCR-CASETYPES: 88 

PUBLIC-LIMTED VCR COUNTS (SEE BELOW BY COUNTY): 4517 
 

TOTAL: 4605 
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APPENDIX 5. STATE’S ATTTORNEY ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE AND JURISDICTION. 
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Appendix 6. VERMONT CRIME DATA 

 

 
Source. Rep. LaLonde 12/19/2023 Presentation to House Appropriations Committee.15 

 
Source. Rep. LaLonde 12/19/2023 Presentation to House Appropriations Committee. 

 
15 W~Mar�n LaLonde~Appropria�ons Public Safety Presenta�on~12-19-2023.pdf. 
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Source. Rep. LaLonde 12/19/2023 Presentation to House Appropriations Committee. 

 
Source. Rep. LaLonde 12/19/2023 Presentation to House Appropriations Committee. 

 
Source. Rep. LaLonde 12/19/2023 Presentation to House Appropriations Committee. 



1/10/24 Draft Discussion Notes (data as of 12/10/23) – Department of State’s Attorneys and Sheriffs (“SAS” or “the Department”) 

33 
 

 
Source. Rep. LaLonde 12/19/2023 Presentation to House Appropriations Committee. 
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Appendix 7. DIVERSION STATS 

 SAS atorneys con�nue to heavily u�lize restora�ve jus�ce and court diversion.  
 
 In 2023:  

 1,531 Adult Diversion Referrals and 357 Tamarack Referrals Occurred in the Criminal Division 
(20% of all new Misd Charges); 

 244 Delinquencies were sent to Diversion (35% of delinquency filings were to sent to 
diversion); 

 87 YO cases were sent to Diversion (28% of YO filings were sent to diversion). 
 

 In 2021:  
 Adult referrals, Diversion and Tamarack referrals represented 21% of all misdemeanors in FY 

2021 and numbered more than those in FY 2017.  
 YO and JDs: Over one-third of delinquencies filed in Family Diversion were referred to Youth 

Diversion and over 20% of Youthful Offenders to Diversion. 
 

 From FY 2018 to FY 2019, statewide referrals to Adult Court Diversion increased 28%; much of this 
growth stems from prosecutors diver�ng criminal DLS (Driving Licensed Suspended) charges. Of all 
cases closed by Diversion in FY 2019, 40 percent involved DLS. These par�cipants have a lower 
successful comple�on rate (56%) compared to those referred with other charges (87%); o�en the high 
cost of insurance and barriers to par�cipa�on in IDRP (Impaired Driver Rehabilita�on Program) limit 
people’s ability to regain their driver’s license. 
 FY 19 = 33% of all Misd. charges were referred to Diversion and Tamarack. 
 FY 18 = 27% of all Misd. charges were referred to Diversion and Tamarack. 

 
 Countless thousands of cases are declined and deflected by SAS atorneys and also referred to pre-

charge programming or otherwise referred or disposed16  
 

 Resources within each county vary greatly (E.g., Chittenden County has multiple CJCs with much more consistent 
staffing—meanwhile, some locations in the NEK and other rural areas do not enjoy the same level of financial or 
staffing resources). 

 

 

 

 
16 Current DOC data concerning pre-charge referrals is unvetted due to data reporting issues by CJCs/and/or no data exists because successful deflection 
occurred informally.  




