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Vermont Incarcerated Population
Topline Metrics (as of 1/31/2024)
● Total incarcerated population: 1,322

○ Male: 1,199
○ Female: 105
○ Transgender or different gender identity: 18

● Total detained: 468 (includes 83 federal holds)
○ Male: 406
○ Female: 58
○ Transgender or different gender identity: 4

● Out of state facility: 126 (men)

● Current operating capacity: 
● Male facilities: 127%
● CRCF: 62%

Bail: 417 across DOC / 42 at CRCF
● Held with cash bail:  154 total / 26 at CRCF
● Held w/o bail:  247 total / 16 at CRCF 
● Held for lack of responsible adult:  24 total / 4 at CRCF

DOC population dashboard at: link
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https://doc.vermont.gov/research-and-data/population-data/pop-dashboard
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Vermont Incarcerated Population
Charges & Convictions
● Felony charge (detained): 93%

○ Men: 321
○ Women: 36

● Felony conviction (sentenced): 94%
○ Men: 748
○ Women: 44

● Agg. assault, sexual assault, murder: (“Felony Serious”): 64%
○ Men: 67% detained / 64% sentenced
○ Women: 45% detained / 49% sentenced

● Violent crime: 
○ Men: 79.5% (sentenced)
○ Women: 66% (sentenced)

● Drug crimes only: all felony crimes
○ Men: 2% (sentenced)
○ Women: 15% (sentenced) 
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DOC population dashboard at: link

https://doc.vermont.gov/research-and-data/population-data/pop-dashboard
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Vermont's female incarceration 
rate ranks 45th nationally, 

one-third the national rate

Source: The Sentencing Project

https://www.sentencingproject.org/app/uploads/2023/05/Incarcerated-Women-and-Girls-1.pdf
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CRCF Population by Legal Status
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Note: "Hold" indicates federal or detainee for other jurisdiction
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Vermont Female Incarcerated Population: 4 Months
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Vermont Female Incarcerated Population: 10 Years
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Challenges Facing Female Population
Substance Use

● Individuals at CRCF receiving MOUD: 66%
● Higher percentage of women in Vermont convicted for drug offenses only

○ Research shows women are more than twice as likely in the United States to be incarcerated for a drug offense 
compared to men

Housing

● Individuals with lived experience and advocates point to lack of transitional and permanent housing as major 
impediment to successful community reintegration and reentry

● DOC granting JRI funds for women’s re-entry and recovery services, including sober housing and intensive trauma-informed 
outpatient therapy for substance use disorder

Lack of Community Supports

● Reduced Vermont community capacity due to funding and staffing constraints, lack of statewide services
● Women have fewer familial supports than male counterparts while in custody 

Inadequate Conditions at Chittenden Regional Correctional Facility

● Outdated and degraded physical infrastructure (50 years old)
○ Facility never designed for sentenced population or long-term habitation

● Issues with cleanliness and habitability and lack of programming space
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https://www.sentencingproject.org/app/uploads/2023/05/Incarcerated-Women-and-Girls-1.pdf
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CRCF Conditions
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CRCF Conditions
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CRCF Conditions
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CRCF Conditions
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Discussion
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Isaac Dayno

Executive Director of Policy

(802) 793-4392 • isaac.dayno@vermont.gov

Haley Sommer

Director of Communications & Legislative Affairs

(802) 793-9075 • haley.sommer@vermont.gov   

Constituent Services

ahs.docconstituentmanagement@vermont.gov 

Contact
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mailto:haley.sommer@vermont.gov
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Appendix
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Vermont Bail Data: Detainees in Custody

Point-in-time data
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CRCF Population by Charge Type

Point-in-time date: 12/31/23; Note pop. numbers may vary slightly depending on time of data pull
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Population by Crime Type

Point-in-time date: 12/31/23
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Continued Challenges
Staffing

● Vacancies, retention, state workforce demographics, overtime costs

Health & Wellness

● Health conditions of incarcerated individuals, particularly those detained awaiting trial

○ Individuals ingesting fentanyl/polysubstances prior to State custody

○ Sequelae of heavy substance use before arrest

○ 66% of incarcerated population receiving medication for opioid use disorder (MOUD)

DEI & Justice

● Remote hearings and court backlogs

● Paucity of community service providers, particularly for male-identifying individuals

Modernization

● Lack of transitional housing stock/availability

● Deteriorating physical infrastructure

● Antiquated and highly manual data systems (OMS)
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Monthly Contracts at CRCF
Contracted Community Providers:

● Vermont Works for Women: $17,216.00

● Kids-A-Part: $11,743.00

● Mercy Connections: $11,025.00

● Vermont Network Against Domestic and Sexual Violence: $8,667.00

Monthly Total: $59,676.00

Annual Total: $716,112.00
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Detainee Population
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Challenges
● Aged, inflexible, outdated infrastructure requiring frequent maintenance

● Six facilities scattered across state creates inefficiencies and high staffing needs

● Beds offline for unit maintenance, staffing vacancies, deferred maintenance, etc.

● Lack of additional capacity in event of emergencies/natural disasters (e.g., flooding)

● Housing gender-diverse individuals within a system designed and built for only two sexes

● Housing juveniles (PREA-mandated sight and sound separation)

● Not all beds residential/general population beds (i.e., booking, mental health, infirmary, 
restrictive housing/segregation)

● Housing special populations:

○ SFI, mental health, geriatric, medical needs, honors unit, etc.

● Housing mixed populations:

○ Sentenced, detained, federal holds
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DOC daily population figures at: https://doc.vermont.gov/content/research-and-data 

https://doc.vermont.gov/content/research-and-data
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Current Landscape
● Types of housing in Vermont correctional facilities:

○ Long-term housing: residential beds (general population or “GP”)

○ Temporary housing: special housing (mental health, infirmary, booking), 

restrictive housing

● Average total male-identifying population (including out of state): 1232

○ Vermont average male residential bed capacity: 950

● American Correctional Association (ACA) recommends states not exceed 

85% of total capacity.

● Vermont currently at 127% capacity of male residential beds.
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Current Landscape (cont.)
● In prior years, Vermont has relied on temporary measures for additional capacity 

(i.e., housing in gymnasiums) that do not comport with correctional best practices, 

Vermont standards, or DOC values.

● Vermont contracts with out of state correctional facilities to house a small portion 

of the sentenced population.

○ Contract partners must adhere to DOC Mission, Vision, and Values and policy.

● Historically, more than 700 individuals were housed out of state.

● Reduction in total incarcerated population by nearly 30% since 2015.

● Currently, 126 sentenced male individuals housed at Tallahatchie County 

Correctional Facility (TCCF).
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127%

Vermont Male Residential Bed (GP) Capacity: 2023
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Southern Maine Women’s Reentry Facility
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Southern Maine Women’s Reentry Facility
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Southern Maine Women’s Reentry Facility
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Southern Maine Women’s Reentry Facility
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Proposed HOK Designs
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