
Youthful Offender Proceedings 
Flowchart 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
   
                  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

                                                           
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 

 
 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 
   

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  Case Closure  
 
            
 

Discharge of YO Probation: A motion may be 
filed at any time in the Family Division 
requesting that the court terminate the youth's 
status as a youthful offender and discharge 
them from probation. The motion may be filed by 
the SA, the youth, the Department, or the court 
on its own motion.  33 V.S.A. § 5287 

Modification or revocation of disposition 
DCF in collaboration with DOC will file a VOP or 
Motion to request revocation to the Disposition 
Order 33 VSA § 5285 

 
  

Merits Hearing: If accepted for YO status, case proceeds 
to Merits like delinquency cases. 33 VSA § 5281 (d) and 
5227-5229 

Court denies YO Status, case 
returns to Criminal Division 33 
VSA §5284 (a)(1) YO Consideration Hearing in Family Division, 33 

VSA § 5283 and 5284 
 
 

 
    

If the case is not diverted, 30 days after 
youth has completed Risk & Needs 
Assessment (YASI) DCF files Youthful 
Offender Consideration Report with the 
Family Division 33 VSA § 5282 (a) 

Motion filed in Criminal Division for 
case to be transferred to Family 
Division for Youthful Offender 
Consideration 33 VSA § 5281 (a) 

Preliminary Hearing - YO petition filed in 
Family Division 33 VSA §5280(a)(1)  

 

Charge(s) filed in Criminal Division 33 VSA § 
5280(a)(2) and 5281 (a) 

 
 
 

Presumption of Diversion 
BARJ or Department shall report the risk 
level to the SA. If low or moderate risk 
youth shall be referred to Diversion.  
SA’s have sole authority to overcome 
presumption. 33 VSA § 5280 (e) 
 
 
 

Within 15 Days of the 
commencement of the Youthful 
Offender proceeding in the 
Family Division, youth shall be 
offered a Risk & Needs 
Screening (YASI) conducted by 
the Department or BARJ 33 VSA 
§5280 (d)(1)              
 

If the youth does not complete the 
YASI in 15 days, and the Court 
does not extend the timeframe for 
good cause, the Family Division 
shall reject the case for Youthful 
Offender Treatment 33 VSA 
§5280(d)(2)  

If Merits found, Disposition Hearing is held.  DCF in 
collaboration with DOC submits Disposition Report.  
33 VSA § 5284  

When appropriate, Court review prior to 18 years of age 
DCF will make recommendation for either case closure or need for  
further supervision 33 VSA § 5286 (a) 


