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Opening remarks

The Department of State’s Attorneys and Sheriffs (“the 
Department”) is in favor of the S.4 as passed by the Senate. 
During a roll call, S.4 passed the Senate 28-2. The bill passed 
out of the Judiciary Committee 4-1. As noted in the stated 
purpose of S.4, the bill “propose[s]…measures to reduce 
crimes of violence associated with juveniles and dangerous 
weapons…



Section 1

 2 impacts
 Expanded access to youthful offender

 Option of criminal process provides necessary tools to address public 
safety promptly-does not foreclose youthful offender options going 
forward
 Does not expand youth’s exposure to the criminal division, just the speed with 

which the State can act

 Violations of conditions of release set by the criminal court should be 
addressed by the criminal court

 Our experience-Gage Street



MB’s story



Sections 2 and 3

 What S.4, Section 2 addresses is criminal negligence
 Landlords have other tools besides eviction

 Security cameras, property managers, lease provisions, law enforcement 
reports

 A person who does not have cause to know despite making 
reasonable efforts to ensure a safe property is not acting recklessly

 A landlord who ignores their properties to avoid responsibility or ignores 
information that should cause one to act is negligent, not an innocent 
third party

 The concerns you have heard can be addressed by including 
affirmative defenses

 Our experience-546 Main Street



546 Main Street-raid number 3



Section 4

Defaced serial numbers Are for one thing



715 Main Street



Section 5

 Straw purchasing contributes to human trafficking
 Provides an entry to contact with services
 Accessory before the fact-need not charge the purchaser



Section 6

 S.4, as passed by the Senate, includes one of the Department’s key 
legislative initiatives, the prohibition on firearm possession for 
individuals subject to relief from abuse (“RFA”) orders, which mirrors 
federal law. Prior to the legislative session all 14 State’s Attorneys 
voted in favor of advancing this initiative and it is included in S.4, 
amongst the bill’s other firearm-related reforms. To date, no other bill 
that successfully achieved crossover status includes this important 
RFA-firearm provision. The Department notes that gun violence often 
stems from domestic violence circumstances. Prohibiting a person 
from possessing a firearm who is already subject to a RFA has a 
clear nexus to firearm violence prevention. Further, Federal Law has 
a similar analogous code (18 USC 9229(g)). This change would allow 
for a meaningful change to the law which will prevent firearm 
violence.



Section 7

 Only allows prosecutors to request a hold without bail
 Substantial process attaches-judge decides

 The hunter with the rifle in his truck or the kid with a box cutter in his 
pocket from work are not at risk

 Judgment not left at the door

 Our experience-Gage Street, Beech and McCall Streets, Morgan



We urge this committee to pass this 
important legislation as passed by the 
Senate.

~Thank you for you time and consideration
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