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DRAFT HHC budget language proposals 

 

Hospital system transformation planning 

Sec. ___.  HOSPITAL SYSTEM TRANSFORMATION PLANNING; PILOT  

                 PROJECTS; REPORT 

(a)  The Agency of Human Services, in consultation with the Green Mountain Care 

Board, shall engage in transformation planning with up to four hospitals, or more than 

four hospitals to the extent funding is available, to reduce inefficiencies, lower costs, 

improve population health outcomes, reduce health inequities, and increase access to 

essential services while maintaining sufficient capacity for emergency management.  The 

transformation planning shall be informed by the data analysis and community 

engagement process set forth in 2022 Acts and Resolves No. 167, Sec. 2.   

(b)  In order to ensure alignment across hospital system transformation efforts, the 

Secretary of Human Services or designee and the Chair and staff of the Green Mountain 

Care Board shall consult regarding the planning activities set forth in this section and the 

data analysis and community engagement process set forth in 2022 Acts and Resolves 

No. 167, Sec. 2. 

(c)  On or before February 15, 2024, the Agency, in consultation with the Board, shall 

provide an update to the House Committee on Health Care and the Senate Committee on 

Health and Welfare regarding the progress of the hospital system transformation planning 

activities described in subsection (a) of this section. 
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Blueprint for Health payments to providers 

Sec. ___.  BLUEPRINT FOR HEALTH; PAYMENTS TO PATIENT-CENTERED  

                 MEDICAL HOMES; REPORT 

On or before January 15, 2024, the Director of Health Care Reform in the Agency of 

Human Services shall recommend to the House Committees on Health Care and on 

Appropriations and the Senate Committees on Health and Welfare, on Appropriations, 

and on Finance the amounts by which health insurers and Vermont Medicaid should 

increase the amount of the per-person, per month payments they make to Blueprint for 

Health patient-centered medical homes in furtherance of the goal of providing the 

additional resources necessary for delivery of comprehensive primary care services to 

Vermonters and in order to sustain access to primary care services in Vermont.  The 

Agency shall provide an estimate of the State funding that would be needed to support 

the increase for Medicaid, both with and without federal financial participation.  The 

Agency shall also evaluate and report on potential mechanisms for ensuring that all 

payers are contributing equitably to the Blueprint on behalf of their covered lives in 

Vermont, including a consideration of supporting Blueprint initiatives through the health 

care claims tax established in 32 V.S.A. chapter 243. 

EMS study 

Sec. ___.  REGIONAL EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES  

             COORDINATION; STUDY COMMITTEE; REPORT 

(a)  Creation.  There is created the Regional Emergency Medical Services (EMS) 

Coordination Study Committee to assess the current EMS District structure and the 

current level and cost of service in each district.  
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(b)  Membership.  The Committee shall be composed of the following members: 

(1)  a member of the House of Representatives, appointed by the Speaker of the 

House;  

(2)  a member of the Senate, appointed by the Committee on Committees; 

(3)  the EMS Chief of the EMS Office in the Department of Health; 

(4)  the Commissioner of the Department of Health or designee; 

(5)  the Commissioner of the Department of Public Safety or designee; 

(6)  one member, appointed by the Vermont League of Cities and Towns; 

(7)  one member who is a volunteer emergency medical technician or paramedic, 

appointed by the Vermont Ambulance Association; 

(8)  one member, appointed by the Vermont Association of Hospitals and Health 

Systems;  

(9)  one member, appointed by the Vermont State Firefighters’ Association; 

(10)  one member, appointed by Professional Fire Fighters of Vermont;  

(11)  one member, appointed by the Statewide EMS Medical Director; 

(12)  one member, appointed by the EMS Education Council; 

(13)  three members representing three separate EMS Districts, with at least one 

selected District primarily covering small, rural communities, appointed by the EMS 

Chief at the Department of Health; and 

(14)  two members of the public, appointed by the Governor. 

(c)  Powers and duties.  The Committee shall study the provision of emergency 

medical services in the State, including the following issues: 

(1)  ways to decrease costs; 
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(2)  ways to improve EMS coordination; 

(3)  ways to increase access to emergency services within each district; and 

(4)  ways to optimize the EMS District structure and authority, including 

consideration of recommendations on the number and configuration of EMS Districts and 

their powers, duties, and authority. 

(d)  Assistance.  The Committee shall have the administrative, technical, and legal 

assistance of the Department of Health.   

(e)  Report.  On or before December 31, 2023, the Committee shall submit a written 

report to the House Committees on Government Operations and Military Affairs and on 

Health Care and the Senate Committees on Government Operations and on Health and 

Welfare with its findings and any recommendations for legislative action. 

(f)  Meetings. 

(1)  The EMS Chief of the EMS Office in the Department of Health shall call the 

first meeting of the Committee to occur on or before July 15, 2023. 

(2)  The Committee shall select a chair from among its members at the first 

meeting. 

(3)  A majority of the membership shall constitute a quorum. 

(4)  The Committee shall cease to exist on December 31, 2023. 

(g)  Compensation and reimbursement. 

(1)  For attendance at meetings during adjournment of the General Assembly, a 

legislative member of the Committee serving in the member’s capacity as a legislator 

shall be entitled to per diem compensation and reimbursement of expenses pursuant to 
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2 V.S.A. § 23 for not more than eight meetings.  These payments shall be made from 

monies appropriated to the General Assembly. 

(2)  Other members of the Committee shall be entitled to per diem compensation 

and reimbursement of expenses as permitted under 32 V.S.A. § 1010 for not more than 

eight meetings.  These payments shall be made from monies appropriated to the 

Department of Health.  

(h)  Appropriation.  The sum of $100,000.00 is appropriated to the Department of 

Health from the General Fund in fiscal year 2024 to support the work of the Committee 

as set forth in this section, including hiring a consultant to assist the Committee in 

conducting its study and writing a report on its findings and recommendations. 

Medicaid dental cap removal report 

Sec. ___.  MEDICAID DENTAL COVERAGE; ESTIMATED COST OF REMOVING  

                 COVERAGE LIMIT; REPORT 

It is the intent of the General Assembly to improve access to dental care for Vermont 

Medicaid beneficiaries by eliminating individual caps on dental spending.  Following 

implementation of a proposed increase in the dental cap from $1,000 to $1,500 and 

evaluation of the financial impacts of the increase, the Department of Vermont Health 

Access shall project the potential costs of eliminating the dental cap entirely.  The 

Department shall report its findings on the projected costs of lifting the dental cap as part 

of its fiscal year 2026 budget presentation.  
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Health care claims tax sunset extension – LC revised language 

Sec. ___.  2019 Acts and Resolves No. 6, Sec. 105, as amended by 2019 Acts and 

Resolves No. 71, Sec. 19 and 2022 Acts and Resolves No. 83, Sec. 75, is further 

amended to read:  

Sec. 105.  EFFECTIVE DATES  

* * * 

(b)  Sec. 73 (further amending 32 V.S.A. § 10402) shall take effect on July 1, 2023 

2025.  

* * * 

Sec. ___.  2013 Acts and Resolves No. 73, Sec. 60(10), as amended by 2017 Acts and 

Resolves No. 73, Sec. 14, 2018 Acts and Resolves No. 187, Sec. 5, 2019 Acts and 

Resolves No. 71, Sec. 21, and 2021 Acts and Resolves No. 73, Sec. 14, is further 

amended to read: 

(10)  Secs. 48–51 (health claims tax) shall take effect on July 1, 2013 and Sec. 52 

(Health IT-Fund; sunset) shall take effect on July 1, 2023 2025. 

 

 


