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March 11, 2024 

 

House Committee on Health Care 

Vermont State House 

115 State Street 

Montpelier, VT 05633-5301 

 

Re: Support of HB 621 

 

Dear Chair Houghton, Vice Chair McFaun, and Members of the Committee: 

 

On behalf of AdvaMed, the MedTech Association, and the AdvaMed Medical Imaging 

Division, we are writing in support of HB 621, a bill increasing access to medically 

necessary diagnostic and supplemental breast imaging by eliminating patient cost-

sharing. Simply, this legislation will help save lives and allow more families to enjoy 

additional meaningful moments together. 

 

AdvaMed is the largest association representing medical technology innovators and 

manufacturers. Our members are the device, diagnostics, medical imaging, and 

digital technology manufacturers transforming health care through earlier disease 

detection, less invasive procedures, and more effective treatments. They range 

from the smallest startups to multinational corporations. 

 

AdvaMed Medical Imaging Division represents the manufacturers of medical 

imaging equipment and focused ultrasound devices. Our members have introduced 

innovative medical imaging technologies to the market, and they play an essential 

role in our nation’s health care infrastructure and the care pathways of screening, 

staging, evaluating, managing, and effectively treating patients with cancer, heart 

disease, neurological degeneration, COVID-19, and numerous other medical 

conditions. 

 

We commend Vermont for its leadership on this critical issue for patients. While 

mammogram screens are fully covered by many health plans, follow-up diagnostic 

exams due to abnormal results often are not. Similarly, diagnostic exams are 

needed for women who are asymptomatic but have other pre-existing health 

conditions that put them at a higher risk of breast cancer.  

 

Unfortunately, according to a recent study, the fear or frustration of unexpected or 

high out-of-pocket costs, causes many women to delay or forego needed exams in 
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these situations.1 Physicians also agree that cost is the primary reason women do 

not follow-up after their initial mammogram screening.2  

 

Screening is also often underutilized in underserved populations, exacerbating 

health inequities.3,4 The rate of cancer screening is lower among racial and ethnic 

minority populations, compared to the white population. Further, cancer outcomes 

are often worse in minority populations compared to the white population.5 

 

Additionally, under-utilization of critical screening services was further compounded 

during the COVID-19 pandemic. As has been reported, screening fell dramatically 

over the last few years, potentially increasing the burden of cancer and other 

disease on the American public.6,7,8,9  

 

Screening saves lives, reduces suffering, and lowers costs for patients. 

Unfortunately, it is underutilized. This legislation enables patients – and their 

families – to focus solely on what is best for their health, rather than on whether or 

not they can afford needed, life-saving exams. 

 

AdvaMed and the AdvaMed Medical Imaging Division are proud to support this 

legislation that puts patients first. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

  

Roxy Kozyckyj  

Senior Director, State Government 

and Regional Affairs  

AdvaMed 

 
Adrienne Frederick 

Senior Manager, Health Policy & State 

Government Affairs 

AdvaMed Medical Imaging Division
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