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This document serves as the 2022 reporting requirement mandated by Section 4624 of Title 20.  
By statute, law enforcement agencies are required to send the Department of Public Safety (DPS) 
information related to any drone use within the previous 12 months.  See 20 V.S.A. § 4624(a).  
Annually, DPS must forward the information collected pursuant to subsection (a) of this statute 
to the House and Senate Committees on Judiciary and on Government Operations.  See 20 
V.S.A. § 4624(b). 

Vermont law enforcement agencies must report to DPS the following information: 

(1) The number of times the agency used a drone within the previous 12 months. For 
each use of a drone, the agency shall report the type of incident involved, the nature of 
the information collected, and the rationale for deployment of the drone. 

(2) The number of criminal investigations aided and arrests made through use of 
information gained by the use of drones within the previous 12 months, including a 
description of how the drone aided each investigation or arrest. 

(3) The number of times a drone collected data on any person, home, or area other than 
the target of the surveillance within the previous 12 months and the type of data collected 
in each instance. 

(4) The cost of the agency’s drone program and the program’s source of funding. 

See 20 V.S.A. § 4624(a). 

In accordance with statute, DPS submits the following 2022 law enforcement drone usage 
information received from the Vermont State Police: 

*The Department of Public Safety is not knowingly in receipt of any reports or information documenting 
the use of drones from other municipal, county or state law enforcement agencies* 



 

1. The number of times the agency used a drone within the previous 12 
months.  For each use of a drone, the agency shall report the type of incident 
involved, the nature of the information collected, and the rationale for 
deployment of the drone. 

• The Vermont State Police report deploying a drone 91 times in 2022.  
 

• See Appendix (A)* for type of incident involved, nature of information collected 
and reason for deployment  

 
2. The number of criminal investigations aided and arrests made through use of 

information gained by the use of drones within the previous 12 months, 
including a description of how the drone aided each investigation or arrest. 

• The State Police used drones to support investigations 79 times. 32 times drones 
were used to capture images of serious/fatal motor vehicle crashes, 22 times for 
documenting various crime scenes, 13 times to capture aerial images of fire/arson 
scenes, and 12 times to locate and observe the actions of subjects that were 
determined to possess a risk of harm to officers or the public.  
 

• Drones were used to aid investigations by capturing images, and/or video, and/or 
providing non-recorded real-time video feed.  

 
• The use of drones and the information gained by this use was never the sole basis 

for an arrest.  
 

3. The number of times a drone collected data on any person, home, or area other 
than the target of the surveillance within the previous 12 months and the type of 
data collected in each instance. 

• The Vermont State Police is not aware of any collected data on any person, home, 
or area other than the target of the surveillance and in accordance with Title 20 
V.S.A § 4622. 
 

4.   The cost of the agency’s drone program and the program’s source of funding. 

• The Vermont State Police’s Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) program incurred 
$837.00 in equipment repairs, $1,055.38 in replacement batteries, propellers and 
guards. These purchases were made using Vermont State Police General Funds. 
The State Police UAS program was awarded a $111,519.96 Homeland Security 
Grant to purchase additional equipment and accessories to support its increasing 
demand.  

 

*Attached: Appendix (A) – Vermont State Police UAS Activations 2022 



 



 


