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FACT SHEET - H. 626, An Act Related to Animal Welfare

What is the current state of animal cruelty response in Vermont and what does H. 626 do to improve animal welfare
and ensure public safety?

H. 626 would authorize a new position of Director of Animal Welfare within the Department of Public Safety (DPS)
to oversee and support animal cruelty investigations statewide, consolidating resources and streamlining response

protocols. Because the animal cruelty statutes are located within
Vermont’s criminal code, and law enforcement officials already
have the training and authority to enforce these laws, it makes
most sense for the new Division to be part of DPS.

There is a critical need for state oversight of rescue groups and
shelters. Despite handling and housing thousands of animals a
year while also interacting with staff, volunteers, and the general
public, these agencies are not held to any animal health and
welfare or public health standards. The bill amends and creates
best practice standards for the operation of animal shelters and
animal rescue organizations in Vermont and creates an
enforcement mechanism within the newly created Division to
ensure compliance.

The unregulated importation of companion animals into Vermont
poses health, financial, physical, and emotional risks to
Vermonters. It also contributes to animal neglect and suffering.

A recent analysis by the Vermont
Department of Public Safety revealed “a
very fragmented and ineffective system for
ensuring the humane and proper treatment
of animals and the protection of the health
and safety of Vermonters. Functions and
duties are fragmented, some statutory
language is outdated or no longer
applicable, and some functions are not
carried out at all. The buck really stops with
no one person or agency.” (Act 147 Report,
VDPS) The report recommended that animal
welfare functions across State government
be coordinated in a new Division of Animal
Welfare.

This bill creates a licensing and enforcement structure within the Division to regulate the importation and
guarantine of animals transported into Vermont for adoption in order to protect animals and ensure public safety.

Who would have authority to investigate complaints of animal cruelty under the new system? Does this bill change
Vermont’s animal cruelty law?

The Director of Animal Welfare would have new authority to investigate complaints in a lead or support role.
Law enforcement officers (local, county, and state) and animal control officers employed by law enforcement
agencies would retain their current authority to enforce the animal cruelty statute.

Private animal shelter agents and municipal animal control officers would be moved from a lead role in
investigating cases into a supporting role, working in concert with law enforcement to provide animal husbandry

and animal handling expertise.

The bill does not change what constitutes animal cruelty or the related penalties defined in Title 13, Chapter 8

(Vermont’s criminal code).

What would be the main responsibilities of the new Animal Welfare Director?

Monitor and identify deficiencies in Vermont’s system of responding to animal cruelty complaints.
Ensure investigations are systematic and documented, as well as develop standard operating procedures, guidance

forms, and training.

Develop a plan to house and care for seized animals, who currently don’t have a process or dedicated facility to

take care of their needs for the duration of the criminal case.

Work closely with a newly created and diverse Animal Welfare Advisory Council which will advise on matters

pertaining to animal welfare.



What other responsibilities besides animal cruelty investigations will be new and which will be transferred to the new

Division from other state agencies?

Function

Current State Authority

Proposed State Authority

Create centralized support network
for local animal cruelty investigations
& housing for seized animals

n/a

Division of Animal Welfare

Oversee annual inspections &
licensing of animal shelters & rescue

organizations

n/a; formerly enforced by Vermont
Agency of Agriculture, Food and
Markets (VAAFM)

Division of Animal Welfare

Oversee permitting and enforcement

Municipal animal control officers, law

of pet dealer law

enforcement officers, VAAFM

Division of Animal Welfare

Oversee licensing and inspection of
pet shops

VAAFM

Division of Animal Welfare

Oversee licensing, inspection, record-
keeping, and quarantine protocols for
imported animals

n/a; Vermont requires only a valid
health certificate to import an
animal; there are no quarantine

Division of Animal Welfare

requirements or minimum animal
care standards

Why do we need to create this Division and how will it be funded?

e While the development of this specialized Division will require funding, this bill also aims to streamline the
responsibilities of state government so that resources are spent more wisely. Currently, animal cruelty response
differs widely from town to town and is ultimately the responsibility of each town’s local government and law
enforcement authority.

® Response to a large-scale animal cruelty case could bankrupt a municipality or local animal welfare organization.
By investing resources in a more streamlined approach to animal welfare complaints, we hope to prevent these
expensive situations from getting out of hand, and more importantly, we hope to be able to respond more quickly
and efficiently to complaints in order to remove animals from harm’s way.

e The bill proposes several funding mechanisms, including an animal welfare surcharge assessed on commercial
feed products, appropriations made by the General Assembly, and private donations.

SUPPORT H. 626
Better for Animals
Better for Vermonters

Better for Government

Endorsed by The Vermont Humane Federation (Franklin County Humane Society, Heart Wildlife Removal, Homeward
Bound - Addison County’s Humane Society, Humane Society of Chittenden County, North Country Animal League, Rutland
County Humane Society, Spay ASAP, Vermont Disaster Animal Response Team, VT-CAN! Spay/Neuter Clinic, Windham
County Humane Society), Vermont Veterinary Medical Association, Vermont Animal Cruelty Investigations Board,
Vermont League of Cities and Towns, Dorset Equine Rescue



