
Amending the VT notification and mark out time requirement from 48 hours to 72 hours. 
 
Rationale: 
 

• Safety and Efficiency - Utility operators have difficulty meeting the current 48-hour 
notification time, especially during peak periods with high notification/ticket volume. 
The proposed time increase would allow utility operators, or their agents, to respond to 
notifications more effectively and timely. The short version – they would not have to 
rush as much. They spend more time locating lines and talking with contractors on site. 
This in turn would result in fewer lines being damaged. 

 

• Environment – Utility locators often have to travel long distances to perform mark-outs 
within the current 48-hour notification time, and then have to return shortly thereafter 
if they get another ticket for the same area. Increasing the notification time to 72 hours, 
in many cases, would allow them to hold onto tickets for remote areas and to make a 
single trip versus multiple trips. This in turn would allow them more time to respond to 
mark out requests elsewhere and reduce unnecessary fuel consumption. 
 

• Consistency – VT is the only member state in Dig Safe that is not 72 hours. Many 
excavators/contractors cross state borders.   See below summary. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Proposed Language:  
 
§ 7004. Notice of excavation activities 
 
(a) No person or company shall engage in excavation activities, except in an emergency 
situation as defined by the Commission, without premarking the proposed area of excavation 
activities and giving notice as required by this section. 
 
(b) Prior to notifying the System, the person shall premark the area of proposed excavation 
activities in a manner that will enable operators of underground facilities to identify the 
boundaries of the proposed excavation activities. 
 
(c) At least 48 72 hours, excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays, but not more than 30 
days before commencing excavation activities, each person required to give notice of 
excavation activities shall notify the System referred to in section 7002 of this title. Such notice 
shall set forth a reasonably accurate and readily identifiable description of the geographical 
location of the proposed excavation activities and the premarks. 
 
(d) Notice to the System may be in writing or by telephone. For purposes of this section, the 
System shall provide a toll-free telephone number. 
 
(e) Notice of excavation activities shall be valid for an excavation site until one of the following 
occurs: 
 

(1) the excavation is not completed within 30 days of the notification; 
 
(2) the markings become faded, illegible, or destroyed; or 


