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Black bear, Ursus americanus
Trail cam photo: Marty Wall



Redington Forest, ME. Photo: Shelby Perry

With their deep duff layers and abundant 
down wood, old forests may serve better 
than younger forests to provide 
hydrological regulation Photo: Shelby Perry



Hilmers et al. 2018







Tier 2

NRB: Road rule 2000 feet
H.687: 500 buffer

Suggestions 
Combination approach:
• Multiple roads 2000’
• Single roads: 800’ rule?
• Buffer provision as in H.687



Tier 3

NRB: Need definition and mapping: RPCs
H.687: Critical resource area: >2000’ elevation, shallow 
soils, steep slopes, habitat connectors, prime ag soils

Suggestions 
ANR lead the process
Use VCD as appropriate
Data are evolving



Potential features to include:

• All lands above 2500’
• Within lands above 2000’: headwaters, shallow soils, steep 

slopes
• High-priority connectors and certain forest blocks
• Riparian and river corridors not addressed elsewhere
• Wetlands not addressed elsewhere
• RTE species
• Rare and uncommon natural communities
• Old Forests
• Potential Old Forests, per ANR identification












