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Baseline Measures
Geography Total Area Land Area3 Water Area3

Sq. Mi.1 Sq. Km. Acres2 Sq. Mi.1 Sq. Km. Acres2 Sq.Mi.1 Sq. Km. Acres2

Vermont 9,615 24,903 6,153,746 9,217 23,873 5,899,041 398 1,031 254,705

100% 96% 4%

Table 1. Sources: 2022 TIGER/Line Geodatabase. U.S. Census Bureau.

96% Land Area
~5.9M Acres

4% Water Area
~255k Acres

Total Area
~6.15M Acres



LIDAR

ORTHOIMAGERY Land Cover



Thank 
you 

Jarlath.
Thanks to the work of the UVM Spatial Analysis Lab, 
Vermont has the highest resolution land cover data 
in the country.

https://site.uvm.edu/sal/who-we-are/


2022 VT High Resolution 
Land Cover

https://geodata.vermont.gov/pages/land-cover

https://geodata.vermont.gov/pages/land-cover


VISION AND CHOICE: VERMONT'S FUTURE THE STATE FRAMEWORK PLAN (1968)



1971 Land Capability Plan Web Map 

https://vcgi.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/basic/index.html?appid=fcb12a113c77415daa72cb2794071e02


“The traditional rural scene 
in Vermont, characterized 
by concentrated settlement 
in villages and open 
countryside dotted with 
farms, is disappearing.”

     

VISION AND CHOICE: VERMONT'S FUTURE 
THE STATE FRAMEWORK PLAN (1968)



2010 Census Urban Areas 



Community
Centers

322
1.3% of Vermont*
240 acre mean

*A previous version of this slide presented on 1/31/2024 erroneously reported the total area as 6% of Vermont.  



17%

83%

New Residential Structures 2008-2018

Inside Centers

Outside Centers
Source data: E911 



County Differences 2008-2018

92%

57%

Chittenden County

Outside Chittenden County

43%

8%

Inside Centers

Outside Centers

Source data : E911 



New Multifamily Structures 2008-2018 

Inside Centers

Outside Centers

Source data: E911 



1990-2006 2007-2018

40%Inside 60% Inside

I-89 
Complete

Residential 
Development in 
Chittenden County 
1890-2018

Source data: CCRPC 



Pre-Pandemic Population Change



•https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0166083

An Economic Geography of the United States: From Commutes to Megaregions
Garrett Dash Nelson , Alasdair Rae   11/30/2016

https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0166083


Data Source: US Census



Published: Sep 26, 2020



Data source: Google



Notes: Large metro areas have at least 1 million residents. Core counties contain either the largest city in the 
metro area or any city with at least 250,000 residents. Non-core counties are all other counties in large metro 
areas.Source: JCHS tabulations of US Census Bureau, Population Estimates Program.







From 2016 to 2023, 
24% of dwelling new 
dwelling units were built 
inside community centers 
compared to 76% outside 
community centers. 



Inside Outside
Chittenden County 49% 51%
Outside Chittenden County 13% 87%



1 8+

2016-2023
New Residential
E911 Addresses



…utilizing easements 
more often than fee 
ownership…

Non-profits have caught 
up with public entities in 
protected acres…

What’s happened 
since ~1990?

…with lands often 
limited in or restricted 
from public access.

Acquisitions by Jurisdiction
12,414 records with Date Acquired*

Primary Protection Type
12,414 records with Date Acquired*

Public Access to Protected Lands
11,849 records w/ Date Acquired & PUBACCESS**

Some trends observed in 
current data

* 206,254 acres without date acquired not included
** 296,746 acres without either not included

What about 
conservation 
trends?



Area by Jurisdiction
(PAGENCY1 Only)

Area by Public Access
(PUBACCESS)

(NGO)



Learn More: 2023 Year in Review

https://2023.mapvt.com/
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