BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES FOR TRAPPING

What they don’t tell you.

Photo: BMP approved Oneida-Victor™ Softcatch trap found by a Vermont resident

Steel-jaw leghold, a.k.a. foothold traps, body-grip-
ping “quick kill” traps, and cage traps (including
drowning sets) are legal in Vermont. Snares, a.k.a.
cable restraints, are illegal. Each year, traps injure,
maim and kill targeted and non-targeted animals.
According to a 2017 survey conducted by the Uni-
versity of Vermont’s Center for Rural Studies, the
majority of Vermonters would like to see trapping
banned.

The Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies, an
organization that advocates on behalf of state fish
and wildlife agencies, developed Best Management
Practices (BMPs) for trapping.? The BMP process
evolved in response to the public’s growing oppo-
sition to trapping and pressure from the European
Union that threatened to prohibit the import of fur
from countries, including the United States, using
leghold traps. In an effort to assuage the EU’s con-
cerns, BMPs were developed.? BMPs, however, fail
to achieve any meaningful welfare gains for animals.

BMPs allow for an unaccentahle level of harm to wildlife
BMPs rely on scales of injury to attempt to assess
and quantify animal welfare. These scales allow for
severe suffering to individual animals, as long as
an average amount of suffering across all animals
trapped is below a certain threshold. For one of the
scales, up to 30% of animals caught in leghold traps
can suffer from severe trauma, including amputa-
tion and death. Animals caught in so-called quick kill
traps are allowed to suffer for as long as five min-
utes before becoming permanently unconscious; up
to 30% of those animals can suffer in agonizing pain
for undetermined periods of time.

BMPs fail to consider a holistic understanding of welfare
The injury scales used to develop BMPs are flawed
because they:

e fail to incorporate behavioral or physiological re-
sponses as measures of welfare, such as cortisol
levels, which can have detrimental and long-last-
ing effects on trapped animals;

¢ assign low and moderate injury scores to injuries
that are capable of causing severe pain (e.g. per-
manent tooth fractures and eye lacerations);

¢ allow for some injuries to go unidentified because
radiography of trapped animals is not mandatory;

e do not consider the long-term impact of injuries
in animals who escape, or in non-target animals
who are released;

¢ do not provide guidelines on how trapped animals
should be killed; bludgeoning, strangulation and
other exceptionally cruel methods are legal.?

BMPs don't do enough to protect unintended victims

Traps are indiscriminate—BMPs for one target
species will not protect other species. Non-target
species can suffer greatly when trapped by devic-
es not designed or intended for their species.* For
instance, traps set for coyotes also catch raptors,
skunks, raccoons, and other non-targeted animals,
including cats and dogs, and can cause severe trau-
ma that is even greater than the intended target
would have experienced.

BMPs are unenforceahle

Currently, BMPs are recommendations, but even
if they were mandatory, they'd be virtually impos-
sible to enforce. Trapping regulations are already
difficult to enforce. There is a chronic shortage of
game wardens to ensure compliance with existing
regulations. Enforcing BMPs, specifically, would be
extremely difficult as it is challenging to differenti-
ate a BMP-approved trap or set from a convention-

al trap.
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