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Education 
Recovery 
Domains

Academic Achievement 
(Unfinished Learning)

Social Emotional Learning 
and Wellness (SEL/SEW)

Student and Family 
Engagement



What Are 
Community 
Schools?

Both Place and 
Partnerships 
(Coalition for Community Schools)

Community Hubs for 
Learning, Services, and 
Engagement 
(Center for American Progress, 2018)

Equity for All Learners
(Center for American Progress, 2018) 



Five Pillars 
(Act 67)

Integrated Student Supports

Expanded/Enriched Learning Opportunities

Active Family and Community Engagement

Collaborative Leadership and Practices

Safe, Inclusive, Equitable Learning 
Environments



School 
Eligibility 
Criteria

Has a student body where at 
least 40 percent of students 
are eligible for free or 
reduced-price lunch, OR

Has been identified for 
comprehensive or equity 
support and intervention 
(ESEA)



Grants to 
LEAs

$3.4M in ESSER funds, 3 years 
(end FY24)

LEA Awards

• Addison Northwest (Vergennes Elementary, K-6)
• Caledonia Central (Cabot School, PK-12)
• North Country (PK-12, all 12 schools)
• Orléans Southwest (Hazen Union HS, 7-12)
• White River Valley (Middle School, 6-8)



What were 
funds used 
for?

Community Schools Coordinator  
-Identification, implementation, and coordination of 
programs
-Required of all applicants 

Community learning that includes afterschool, 
leadership, field trip, and internship/CTE opportunities 
based in the community

Strengthen data teams, interventions, and effective wrap-
around supports for students; expand telehealth capacity.



Supplies budget to provide emergency food, clothing, and hygiene items for all 
students in need. Improving school attendance, healthcare access, and food 
security. Creation of learning opportunities for students and community 
members that address employment, financial literacy, and positive psychology 
and skill development. 

Viable and sustainable student mentoring program, expand on health services for 
students during and after school, establish adult learning opportunities for the 
community, address community issues related to food insecurity, expand outdoor 
learning and community recreation spaces, improve the school gardens, and 
engage with the community around instructional programs -- specifically 
Universal Design for Learning and Literacy initiatives underway. 

Program involves over ten partnerships from local mental and dental health 
organizations to broader Vermont academic programs designed to meet the 
needs of the learning community. 







AOE Monitoring and Supports

• 100% of the projects on track to meet self-identified goals.
• 100% of the projects hired a designated Community School Coordinator at this 

time.
• 100% projects on track to expend their funds appropriately.

• Just finished 2nd round of quarterly project check-ins, reviewing together 
grantees’ successes, new learnings, and progress towards self-identified goals.

• In addition to these site-specific meetings, two cohort meetings this year where 
representatives of all sites, representatives from the state, and representatives of 
our research practice partnership sat down to review the work everyone is doing. 



Related State 
Level 

Initiatives 

Mental Health  ( Act 127 of 2022)
• Student supports (LEA grants, $2.5M)
• Educator support ($500K, state contract(s), in 

process)

ARP Set Aside Mandatory amounts
• Grants for after school ($2.8M)
• Grants for summer learning loss interventions 

($2.8M)

Universal After School ($8.4M)

Dashboard for LEA expenditures 
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